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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 4, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: DECEMBER 28, 2015–JANUARY 1, 2016 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak: SoCalGas continues to drill 2 relief 
wells, withdraw gas to reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and review 
engineering solutions to capture gas from the surface. SoCalGas also continues to offer relocation of 
Porter Ranch residents. More than 8,000 residential and commercial properties have potential impacts. 
SoCal Gas has received 6,576 inquiries for relocation and has placed 2,258 citizens in temporary 
housing. Also, 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes and weather stripping, 
176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1,360 residents are scheduled for whole house 
air purification systems. In addition, the Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education is 
expediting the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School. 
School is expected to resume on January 11. As of December 23, CARB estimated the cumulative leak 
volume at 1.6 MMTCO2 and the rate of release at 30,300 kg methane per hour. (Meer at 2-3132) 
 
Cooper Drum Superfund Site Consent Decree: On December 29, DOJ lodged the RD/RA Consent 
Decree for cleanup of the Cooper Drum Superfund Site. The Consent Decree embodies settlements 
between EPA, the California Department of Toxic Substances Control and 40 private parties, and 
provides for the $15 million cleanup, and recovery by EPA of $7 million in accrued costs and 100% of 
future costs of oversight of the cleanup effort. The Settling Defendants sent used drums, which 
contained residual hazardous substances, for reconditioning at the Site. (Collins, 2-3894) 
 
Navajo Gallup Water Supply Project: On December 21, EPA Region 9 and 6, the State of New 
Mexico, and Navajo Nation EPA agreed that Region 9 would oversee the design/construction of a 
surface water treatment plant for the Cutter Lateral portion of the Navajo Gallup Water Supply Project 
(NGWSP). The Cutter Lateral will serve both the Navajo Nation and the Jicarilla Tribe in New Mexico. 
The Bureau of Reclamation is ready to bid the design and construct the treatment plant which will be 
constructed on BLM land. EPA Region 9 would serve as the regulatory agency for the Cutter Lateral 
surface water treatment plant until Navajo Nation is granted primacy for the new system. NGWSP will 
transport San Juan River water to portions of New Mexico and the Navajo Nation under a settlement 
agreement. (Lee, 2-3776) 
 
Pyramid Lake Standards Revisions: EPA approved proposed revisions to the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribe’s water quality standards on December 23. The water quality standards were originally adopted in 
2008 for the lower Truckee River and Pyramid Lake. The Tribe went through an extensive public 
outreach process and worked closely with the State of Nevada to develop the proposed revisions. The 
revised standards will provide additional protection to Pyramid Lake water quality by tightening 
Truckee River nutrient standards. (Wilson, (775) 885-6190) 
 
Moffett NASA Ames: In a December 22 letter from NASA Ames to the Navy, NASA confirmed that it 
will take over the O&M of the historic Hangar structure, including the responsibility to maintain the 
coating that encapsulates the contamination on the structural steel, once it is incorporated into the 
Federal Facility Agreement between NASA, EPA, and the State. NASA owns the Hangar and has leased 
it to Planetary Ventures (PV), a subsidiary of Google, which will renovate and occupy the structure. PV 
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has submitted a pilot test work plan, in which it will explore ways to permanently remove the coating 
and contaminants prior to re-siding the structure. EPA is considering entering into an enforceable 
agreement with PV to oversee this work. (Chesnutt, 2-3005) 
 
Anaconda Yerington Mine Site, NV: Two community stakeholder groups in Yerington have 
responded to the Regional Administrator’s December 22 letter to Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval 
expressing EPA's intent to propose adding the Site to the NPL. Peggy Pauly, on behalf of the Yerington 
Community Action Group, expressed support for NPL listing. Jim Sanford, community member and city 
council member, expressed opposition to listing on behalf of the Mason Valley Environmental 
Committee. EPA requested a response from Governor Sandoval by January 29. (Seter, 2-3250) 
 
Montrose/Del Amo Vapor Intrusion, Torrance CA: EPA mailed residential results to tenants and 
owners of 107 units as part of the Vapor Intrusion Phase I Indoor Air Investigation. Based on the results, 
approximately 20 units will need to be resampled in early 2016. (Martinez, 4-1806) 
 
New Idria Mercury Mine, San Benito County, CA: In response to an EPA order, Buckhorn, Inc. 
completed maintenance activities at the Mine on December 20, prior to the El Nino rains. EPA and 
Buckhorn are negotiating an order to perform a remedial investigation and feasibility study at the Mine. 
(Manheimer, 2-3290) 
 
OIG’s Draft Report on Guam’s Consolidated Cooperative Agreements: On December 29, the OIG 
issued its draft report on EPA Region 9’s management of Guam’s consolidated cooperative agreements. 
We have 30 days to respond to the findings and recommendation in the Draft Report. (Konner 2-3408) 
 
Innovative Energy Solutions Seizure: EPA recommended that the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) seize or export 78 gas powered generators 
imported on October 20, 2015, by Innovative Energy Solutions through the Port of Long Beach. We 
determined that the generators were not covered by a valid certificate of conformity. (Chan, 23308) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1-Hour Ozone Attainment Plan: On December 24, the Deputy Regional 
Administrator proposed approval of the SJV 1-hour ozone attainment plan. This action also includes 
proposals to approve Vehicle Miles Traveled emissions offset demonstrations for the 1-hour and 1997 8-
hour ozone standards. (Ungvarsky, 2-3963) 
 
THIS WEEK: JANUARY 4-JANUARY 8, 2016 
 
CalRecycle Manufacturers Challenge: On January 5, the Regional Administrator will give remarks at 
a workshop for CalRecycle’s Manufacturers Challenge. CalRecycle is challenging product 
manufacturers and brand owners to voluntarily and collectively come together to reduce packaging 
disposed in landfills by 50% by 2020. Workshop participants include industry and trade associations. 
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: We expect to request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a proposed approval of three rules submitted by Imperial County Air Pollution Control 
District, which contain air permitting general provisions and New Source Review provisions that were 
last updated in 2007. (Yannayon, 2-3534)  
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Rule: We expect to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited disapproval 
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of five rules submitted by Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District, which update the 
District’s PSD program to include requirements for PM2.5 and other needed updates. (Yannayon, 2-
3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: We expect to submit for public 
notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first 
title V permit in Guam. (Harvey, 2-3498) 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 11-JANUARY 15, 2016 
 
Drinking Water Primacy Program Extensions: We will request the Regional Administrator’s 
approval of formal applications from each of our Region 9 States (except Nevada), the Navajo Nation 
and our Pacific Island Territories seeking additional time to adopt a revised federal drinking water 
regulation and to submit their program revision package. The extension requests are for the Revised 
Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) which will reduce potential pathways of entry for fecal contamination into 
water distribution systems. The RTCR was promulgated by EPA on February 13, 2013 and will be 
effective on April 1, 2016. To maintain primacy, agencies must seek approval of program revisions to 
adopt new/revised EPA regulations or submit a request for an extension of time. With the exception of 
Nevada, which adopted the RTCR on December 14, 2014, all other primacy agencies have requested an 
extension to February 13, 2017. (Li, 2-3560) 
 
California Pesticides General Permits (PGPs): On December 23, the California State Water 
Resources Control Board gave public notice for reissuance of three significant NPDES general permits 
for pesticide discharges. The state has opted to eliminate most of its numeric data collection 
requirements and NGOs may question the enforceability and protectiveness of the new permits without 
such data. (Mues, 2-3768) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: In January, 
we expect to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Ty, Fatima
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 11:53 AM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared; Strauss, Alexis; Zito, Kelly
Cc: Gaudario, Abigail; Hanna, Steve; Kao, Jessica; Keener, Bill; Kwok, Frances; LEONIDO-

JOHN, STEVEN; Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: Weekly Report for Dec 28, 2015
Attachments: Weekly Report 122815 final.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

-For Internal Distribution Only- 
 
Please see the attached report. 
 
Happy holidays, 
Fatima 
 
 
Fatima Ty 

Special Assistant 

Office of the Regional Administrator 

U.S. EPA, Region 9 

Tel (415) 972-3550 

 
 



For Internal Distribution Only 

1 
 

WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
December 28, 2015 

 
LAST WEEK: DECEMBER 21–DECEMBER 25, 2015 
 
Aliso Canyon Methane Leak: On December 22, the Southern California Gas Company unsuccessfully 
attempted a 'top kill' operation to stop the flow of methane that has been leaking from one of its wells at 
the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility since October 23. The top kill attempt pumped in 
approximately 200 barrels of fluid, but it did not contain the leak. Work on two relief wells continues. 
SoCalGas also continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents.  
 
FIFRA Case re Clorox Professional Products Co.: On December 16, an order was filed against 
Clorox Professional Products Company, located in Oakland, CA, involving the sale of a mislabeled 
pesticide. EPA lab tests determined that, contrary to label statements, the company’s disinfectant bleach 
products used in hospitals was not effective against the bacterium that causes tuberculosis. Clorox has 
removed the claim from its product, marketed as “Dispatch Hospital Cleaner Disinfectant with Bleach,” 
and as part of the settlement, has agreed to pay a $250,000 civil penalty. 
 
Pechiney Cast Plate Inc Cleanup: On December 18, we issued a cleanup completion letter to Pechiney 
regarding cleanup of PCB-contaminated soils and concrete at a former cast plating facility in Vernon, 
CA. This action follows a 2010 TSCA risk-based approval that allowed for the cleanup. Developers may 
now begin grading the site. Plans for redevelopment are limited to industrial reuse, and one purchaser is 
planning to build a recycling facility. (Dadap, 2-3654) 
 
Report on Recycled Water: Last week the National Academy of Sciences released a report that 
evaluates the risks, costs and benefits associated with reuse of greywater and urban stormwater to 
augment water supplies. Led by Dr. Richard Luthy from Stanford University and ReNUWIt (Re-
inventing the Nation’s Urban Water Infrastructure), the study found that there are significant 
opportunities in stormwater capture and reuse and, to a lesser degree, greywater reuse, but that care must 
be taken to ensure recycled water receives treatment sufficient for its intended uses. Region 9 provided 
funding assistance to develop the report. (Smith, 2-3464) 
 
San Joaquin Valley and South Coast 2006 PM2.5 Final Reclassifications: The Regional 
Administrator signed two final actions reclassifying the San Joaquin Valley and the South Coast for the 
2006 PM2.5 standard from moderate to serious. Both areas will be required to submit serious area plans. 
(Tax, 7-4192) 
 
Orange County North Basin Plume: On December 15, EPA sent 20 letters inviting potentially 
interested parties to voluntarily enter into an administrative order on consent to conduct a remedial 
investigation and feasibility study. We provided a draft settlement agreement and statement of work. 
Parties have 60 days to respond. EPA is concurrently conducting a PRP search, and evaluating the site 
for potential listing on the National Priorities List. (Thompson, 2-3962) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: At the monthly EJ Task force meeting, concerns were raised about the 
overall cap of the Shipyard property and the Parcel E-2 landfill. The community is concerned about the 
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contaminants left in place, potential for sea level rise to threaten the integrity of the cap, and the 
potential for toxins to leak into the Bay. (Lee, 7-4187; Lane, 2-3236) 
 
Scooter Seizure: We recommended that the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) seize or 
export 48 scooters imported by Scooter Importer LLC through the Port of Long Beach. We determined 
that Scooter Importer violated the CAA – the design of the catalyst and precious metals ratios differed 
significantly from the COC application. (Elfego Felix x74141) 
 
Yolo-Solano Rule Approvals: The Regional Administrator signed a direct final approval of two rules 
from the Yolo Solano Air Quality Management District that control VOC emissions from gas stations 
and NOx from stationary gas turbines. (Gong, 2-3073, Shears, 4-1810) 
 
THIS WEEK: DECEMBER 28, 2015-JANUARY 1, 2016 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1-Hour Ozone Attainment Plan and VMT Demonstrations: We will 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of the SJV 1-Hour Ozone 
Attainment Plan. This action will also include proposals to approve Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
emissions offset demonstrations for the 1-hour and 1997 8-hour ozone standards. (Ungvarsky, 2-3963) 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 4-JANUARY 8, 2016 
 
Army Corps Nationwide Wetlands Permits: To help complete the Office of Management and 
Budget’s interagency review, EPA Headquarters is seeking comment from the Regions by January 14 on 
the Corps’ proposed revisions to their 404 General Permits known as Nationwide Permits (NWPs). 
These “minimal impact” permits account for 80-90% of the CWA 404 impacts authorized by the Corps 
in any given year, and are renewed on a 5-year cycle (currently expiring March 2017). Through early 
workgroup coordination and review of 50 activity-specific NWPs (and 2 newly proposed), we concluded 
that specific comments will not be necessary. However, in the year ahead, we will consult with tribes as 
we undertake our programmatic renewal of CWA 401 water quality certification of the NWPs for 
activities on most tribal lands. (Goldmann, 2-3398) 
 
Phoenix-Goodyear Airport Superfund Site: This Superfund Site will be featured in a Headquarters 
webinar on January 13, "Regional Water Availability and Superfund: Generating a Valuable Resource at 
Phoenix-Goodyear Airport." Region 9 will discuss how the selected remedy allows for the beneficial 
reuse of treated groundwater in numerous activities, including agricultural irrigation, community park 
irrigation, HVAC recirculation at a local school, and more. (Brown, 7-4137) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures (PGV) Enforcement: We plan to issue this civil administrative 
enforcement action in January 2016. We received a signed consent order that requires PGV to pay a 
penalty of $76,500 to resolve claims related to their operation of the geothermal power plant in Pahoa, 
Hawaii, including failure to operate a safe facility and failure to adhere to the Chemical Accident 
Prevention provisions of the Risk Management Program.  
 
Hawaii Ocean Dumping Plans: Working with the Honolulu Corps District, we will publish a public 
notice during the first week of January regarding the updated Site Management and Monitoring Plan for 
our five ocean disposal sites for dredged material in the Hawaiian Islands. This is the first update of the 
site plans in 10 years. (Ota, 2-3476) 
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Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: On January 28, Bradley Angel from Greenaction plans to hold a 
protest on Hawthorne St. He plans to ask EPA tough questions about construction dust problems and 
residential exposure to toxins from the Shipyard. (Lee, 4-4187; Lane, 2-3236) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: In January, 
we expect to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: In January, we expect to request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of three rules submitted by Imperial County Air 
Pollution Control District, which contain air permitting general provisions and New Source Review 
provisions. (Yannayon, 2-3534)  
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Rule: In January, we 
expect to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited 
disapproval of five rules submitted by Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District, which 
update the PSD program. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: In January, we expect to submit 
for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 
9’s first title V permit in Guam. (Harvey, 2-3498) 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
December 21, 2015 

 
LAST WEEK: DECEMBER 14–DECEMBER 18, 2015 
 
Owens Valley Visit: On December 18, the Regional Administrator met with LADWP’s Chief 
Sustainability and Economic Development Officer, Nancy Sutley, and Owens Valley tribes to discuss 
various issues, including water and air quality issues. 
 
Federal Aggregated Solar Procurement Project (FASPP) Contract Award: On December 15, the 
General Services Administration – in partnership with EPA, Department of Energy and the Forest 
Service – awarded a contract for the federal government’s first joint solar power procurement in 
California and Nevada. SolarCity Corporation was awarded this 5 megawatt power purchase agreement 
that will save the government $5 million in energy costs and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
approximately 40,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide. (Saracino, 2-3361) 
 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: We are preparing an Information Request Letter to the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) to ask for information on the facility and the 
uncontrolled methane release from an injection/withdrawal well at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility. SoCalGas is drilling one relief well, preparing a drill site for another relief well, and 
preparing for another 'well kill' attempt for possibly early next week. We are participating in daily 
operational briefings with SoCalGas and Sempra Utilities. On December 16, we participated in a site 
tour, along with representatives from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the 
Lawrence Berkeley and Livermore National Laboratories. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Presidential Action on Drought Resilience: Last week Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Water, Joel Beauvais, signed off on a Presidential Memo memorializing the role of the National Drought 
Resilience Partnership (NDRP) to coordinate federal support for drought response efforts across the 
country. The PM identifies 13 federal agencies/offices as participants in the NDRP, with the Department 
of Agriculture and Department of Commerce as the initial co-chairs. The next step in finalizing the PM 
will involve approval at the Deputy Secretary level. It’s expected that it will be ready for the President’s 
signature in mid-late January. There’s interest in rolling out the PM in an event that Principals from 
involved federal agencies could attend, potentially in California. (Gorke, 4-1853) 
 
Reuse and Recycling in Unconventional Oil and Gas: Region 9 continues to work with the Office of 
Water and Region 5 to finalize a “Reuse/Recycling of Wastewater” Project Plan associated with 
unconventional oil and gas (UOG) development. The Project Plan is one of four under development at 
the request of the Administrator’s Office to fill data gaps associated with the hydraulic fracturing 
drinking water study. All of the Plans are intended to enlist the support of key stakeholders to ensure 
safe and responsible development of UOG resources. Teresa Marks, senior policy advisor to the 
Administrator for UOG issues, briefed Administrator McCarthy on all four plans on December 16. We 
expect the Administrator will identify the specific stakeholders that the Agency will approach. The 
Reuse/Recycling Plan identified California as a potential stakeholder state, in addition to Pennsylvania, 
Colorado, Texas, and Oklahoma. (Albright, 2-3971) 
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SolarOne, RichmondBUILD, Environmental Workforce Development & Job Training: On 
December 16, Region 9 participated in a media-only event marking the groundbreaking of the Marin 
Clean Energy SolarOne project in Richmond. Marin Clean Energy, a public not-for-profit electricity 
provider for the City of Richmond, is leasing a 60-acre brownfield site at Chevron’s Richmond Refinery 
for the purpose of developing a new photovoltaic solar facility of up to 12 megawatts, which will be the 
single largest solar farm in the San Francisco Bay Area. Marin Clean Energy and the developer have 
committed to a goal of 50% local hire and all new hires will come from the RichmondBUILD program, 
which is supported by an EPA Environmental Workforce & Job Training grant. (Blazej, 2-3846) 
 
San Joaquin Valley Employer-Based Trip Production Rule: On December 11, the Regional 
Administrator signed a Federal Register notice to approve the San Joaquin Valley’s rule to require 
employers with more than 100 staff in one location to provide trip reduction services. We did not receive 
substantive comments on the proposal. (Buss, 7-4152) 
 
MVD-Las Vegas Infill Development Technical Assistance: We are working with the Regional 
Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada to plan infill development technical assistance via 
EPA's Building Blocks program. We set a tentative date of March 2-3 for a technical assistance 
workshop. The Building Blocks assistance will build upon the recommendations generated by the transit 
oriented development peer exchange held on December 2-3 and expand the conversation to include 
nongovernmental stakeholders. (Stollman, 2-3729) 
 
Small Water System Compliance Strategy: We completed a preliminary review of ADEQ’s draft 
compliance assistance strategy aimed at improving small water system compliance in Arizona. Arizona 
continues to have the largest percentage of small water systems in significant noncompliance of all the 
Region 9 states. The draft strategy includes new noteworthy elements to be implemented in FY16 
including increased technical assistance and training and improved targeting for technical assistance or 
escalated enforcement. (Li, 2-3560) 
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine: EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers conducted a site visit on 
December 15 to plan for contingency sampling, analysis, and communication should accumulated 
waters in the mine pit threaten to overflow during the winter. The impoundment is designed to overflow 
in a controlled manner in extremely wet years; the last overflow occurred in the El Nino winter of 
1998/1999. The EPA and Army Corps team met with critical stakeholders - the Elem Indian Colony and 
the Clearlake Oaks County Water District. There is about 8 feet of freeboard in the impoundment at this 
time, so there is not a near term risk of overflow. The water level and precipitation will be monitored 
closely. (Riley, 2-3003) 
 
Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine: The PRP has submitted a stabilization design plan as a follow-up to a 
November 19 site visit attended by EPA, the PRP, and California State Parks. The current stabilization 
plan will provide winter protection of creek bank improvements that armor and protect a berm used to 
impound drainage from the mine site. Implementation of the plan is expected to occur within the next 
few weeks. (Riley, 2-3003) 
 
Cyprus Tohono Mine Site: On December 14, representatives from Superfund, Enforcement, and Air 
Divisions consulted with the Tohono O'odam's Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. The 
meeting focused primarily on EPA's pending air permit application from Cyprus Tohono Corporation 
(CTC) that needs to be completed in the next few months. We also discussed the status of Superfund 
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remedial investigation (RI) activities, and the forthcoming feasibility study (FS) process, as well as 
EPA's NEPA requirements if mining should restart at the site. (Benner, 2-3189) 
 
Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan: We completed our two Mission Assignments for Typhoon Soudelor. We 
removed hazardous materials, including e-waste, household hazardous waste, and 12,000 gallons of oil. 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures: We received PGV's signature to a consent order settling our 
administrative penalty action and agreeing to pay a penalty of $76,500. The order is routing thru the 
concurrence chain and we hope that it will be entered before the end of the year. We will issue a press 
release once the order has been entered and filed. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Gibson Wine Co: We expect the Department of Justice to file a civil judicial complaint against Gibson 
Wine. Gibson Wine had a release of anhydrous ammonia in September 2014 that caused a fatality. 
Region 9 referred the matter to DOJ for judicial action. DOJ determined that Gibson Wine has not been 
negotiating in good faith and will file the complaint to commence litigation. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Imports Settlement: On December 16, we ratified an agreement to resolve CAA violations by Ming’s 
International, Inc. (Ming’s). The case involved the importation of 1,105 2-stroke, spark-ignition engines 
without a valid Certificate of Conformity and without emission control labels. Ming’s paid a penalty of 
$13,898, and the engines are in the custody of U.S. Customs. (Alkon, 2-3890) 
 
Sacramento Reasonably Available Control Technology (RACT): On December 11, the Regional 
Administrator signed a proposed partial approval and partial disapproval of the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Air Quality Management District’s demonstration that they are implementing RACT. 
(Tong, 7-4112; Shears, 4-1810) 
 
THIS WEEK: DECEMBER 21-DECEMBER 25, 2015 
 
Stormwater Permit Residual Designation Petition: We will recommend the Regional Administrator’s 
approval of an interim response to environmental groups that petitioned Region 9 to designate certain 
stormwater sources within the Los Cerritos and Dominguez Channel watersheds in Los Angeles County 
as requiring NPDES stormwater permits. Similar to petitions filed in Region 3, the petitions argue that 
commercial, industrial, and institutional stormwater sources are significant contributors to water quality 
impairments and must be further regulated. We are coordinating with Headquarters, Region 3, and 
California in determining our final response to the petitions. We expect to provide response options to 
ORA within the next 2 months and reach final decisions by summer, 2015. (Smith, 2-3464) 
 
San Joaquin Valley and South Coast 2006 PM2.5 Final Reclassifications: We will request the 
Regional Administrator’s signature on two final actions to reclassify the San Joaquin Valley and the 
South Coast for the 2006 PM2.5 standard from moderate to serious. Both areas will be required to submit 
serious area plans. (Tax, 7-4192) 
 
Yolo-Solano Rule Approvals: We will request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a direct final 
approval of two rules from the Yolo Solano Air Quality Management District. These rules control VOC 
emissions from gas stations, and NOx from stationary gas turbines. (Gong, 2-3073, Shears, 4-1810) 
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NEXT WEEK: DECEMBER 28, 2015-JANUARY 1, 2016 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1-Hour Ozone Attainment Plan and VMT Demonstrations: We will 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of the SJV 1-Hour Ozone 
Attainment Plan. This action will also include proposals to approve Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
emissions offset demonstrations for the 1-hour and 1997 8-hour ozone standards. (Ungvarsky, 2-3963) 
 
San Joaquin Valley 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: We expect to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area attainment 
plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 
2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
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Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets with any significant 
developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their 
bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February but will most likely be sooner. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

21 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 

DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 

these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 

government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 

Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 

run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use ‘end of 

February’ as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 

January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 

well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not 

sooner”.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 

performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-

25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 

preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 

pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 

components to the site  



 

Gas Capture Options: 

 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 

and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 

national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 



 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 

leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html


1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 3:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - 
Do Not Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
 
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
 
Corrected bullet here: 
 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a 
methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

19 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 

with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 

elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 

SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 

is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not sooner”.  

Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 

greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 

SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16.pdf; SoCalGas Methane Capture Plan Letter 
01.18.2016.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Effective today, these updates will be send twice weekly, on a Monday/Thursday 
schedule.  Significant events on other days will be communicated via email. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

19 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 

with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 

elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 

SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 

is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not sooner”.  

Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 

greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 

SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 



On 18 November SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html


 

Dennis V. Arriola  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

 
555 W. 5th Street, M.L. GT-21C1  

Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
 

Tel: 213.244.3800  
Fax: 213.244.8293  

DArriola@SempraUtilities.com 
 

January 18, 2016 

 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  
Governor, State of California  
State Capitol, Suite 1173  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown:  

As you are aware, we have been evaluating since November various options to safely capture 
and process the gas leaking from the SS25 well at our Aliso Canyon facility.  I write to advise you 
that after consultation with our safety team as well as state regulators, we have determined 
that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without 
adding unnecessary safety risks. While keeping state and local agencies fully informed, we have 
used our best efforts to develop and consider multiple plans to safely capture and process the 
gas.  Unfortunately, none of the identified plans adequately address these safety risks to our 
satisfaction.   

As a result, we have decided to end this component of our ongoing mitigation program.   

Our highest priority has been and continues to be to safely seal the SS25 well as quickly as 
possible.  To that end, we continue to make excellent progress on our relief well operations.  
We currently believe that we will be in a position to intercept SS25 and stop the leak by late 
February, if not sooner.   
  
In the interim, and consistent with your January 6, 2016 Order, we have been delivering as 
much gas as we can to our customers from the Aliso Canyon storage facility, while still 
providing reliable service.  According to the California Air Resources Board, these efforts have 
reduced the volume of escaping gas by over 60 percent since November 28.  In addition, we 
continue to provide homes in the vicinity with free whole-house air purification and plug-in air 
purifiers that remove natural gas odorant.  We install approximately 200 air purification 
systems per day, and we are confident that these systems have been effective in improving air 



quality in the community.  Finally, we continue to implement our relocation services to provide 
reasonable alternative accommodations to those residents who chose to leave the immediate 
area.  We believe that these steps have safely reduced the amount of methane that is being 
emitted, as well as the impact on the community near our facility, as our relief well operations 
move forward.   

Please let me know if you have any questions concerning our decision to discontinue work on 
the proposed methane capture and processing system.  We will, of course, keep you fully 
apprised of our progress on all other aspects of our operations to fully and finally resolve the 
SS25 gas leak.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Arriola 
President and CEO 
Southern California Gas Company  
 
 
 
cc:  
 
Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD 
Robert Weisenmiller, CEC 
Michael Picker, CPUC 
Richard Corey, CARB 
Al Walker, DOGGR 
Jason Marshall, DOC 
Elizavita Melashanko, CPUC SED 
Ken Bruno, CPUC SED 
Mary Ann Efron, Cal OSHA 
Robert Salgado, Cal OSHA 
Chief Dave Stone, Cal OES 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 14 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 14Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information highlighted yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

Subject: Internal Aliso Canyon All Hands
Location: R9SF-Room-19320-22-Yurok

Start: Thu 1/14/2016 2:00 PM
End: Thu 1/14/2016 3:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Meer, Daniel
Required Attendees: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; enrique manzanilla 

(Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov); Johnson, Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Maier, Brent; Zito, Kelly; 
Keener, Bill; Minor, Dustin; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt; Kao, Jessica; 
Basinger, David; Chew, Andrew; Moore, Letitia

Optional Attendees: Jackson, Clarice; Rios, Gerardo; Albright, David; Robin, George

Hello Everyone,  
 
Please note: 
 
Call In # :  (866) 299-3188 
Conf. Code:  4159722020 
 
Thank you! 



 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Inter-Divisional Update 
14 January 2016 
Agenda (Draft) 

 
 
 

Objective – Situational awareness and coordination of related R9 activities 
 
 

1. SoCalGas Operations – Meer 
a. Well 25-SS 
b. Relief Well 1 
c. Relief Well 2 
d. Gas Capture System 

 
2. External Communications 

a. SFD 
b. Air 
c. Enforcement 
d. ORC 

 
3. Controlled Correspondence – OPA, ORC (Moore) 

a. Rep. Sherman 5 Jan letter 
b. House Committee on Energy and Commerce 6 Jan letter 
c. Sens. Boxer/Feinstein 13 Jan letter 
d. FOIAs (3?) 

 
4. Upcoming / Other 

a. Fri 15 Jan community meeting 
b. Status of agency position re authorities/jurisdictions  
c. Agency activities/posture – response vs. enforcement 
d. CAA 114 Information Request & SocalGas Response 
e. Other 

 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:12 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy; Johnson, Kathleen; Cheatham, Reggie; Tulis, Dana; Keener, Bill; 

Manzanilla, Enrique; Strauss, Alexis; Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah; Quast, Sylvia; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Boone, David; 

Eoc, Epahq; Lee, Eugene; Schumann, Jean; Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Zito, Kelly; 
Zabel, Allan; Kao, Jessica; Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.11.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

11 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 

 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 

staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 

Canyon.  Our main ‘ask’ is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 

National Labs) that can advise and consult on the  design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas. 

 On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a 

federal task force of well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and 
operation of the Gas Capture and Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas. The 
Department of Energy representative on the NRT call will take this request back to the 

DOE fossil energy and science and technology programs regarding experts that might 

be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS and Bureau of Safety and 



Environmenta l Enforcement may also have some expertise. Mike Faulkner, the NRT 
executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather  is  fo reca s t  fo r  high winds  to  re sume .   This  could  

impac t  work  occurr ing a t  S S - 25  ( fo r  example ,  ins ta lla t ion o f the  4 t h  
coa lesc ing tray) .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 
• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  
The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 
The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 
  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 Drilling has reached approximately 7197 feet. Ranging run #11 is being 

performed today. Relief well #1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or 
early March. Drilling will slow significantly as they approach 8000 feet because the 

ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency, to accurately establish the 
position of RW#1 in relation to SS-25. Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

SoCal Gas is preparing to put down the cement/soil slurry on Relief Well #2 
drilling pad. 

Gas Capture Options:  



 SoCal Gas received permiss ion from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installa t ion of additiona l equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additiona l work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the applicat ion so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 

will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system.  

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 

Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 



On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  
 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change


 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Compilation of Stories 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:41 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 8 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.08.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
8 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 

White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 

EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 

staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 

of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 

Canyon.  Our main ‘ask’ is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 

National Labs) that can advise and consult on the design, operation and safety aspects 

of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas.  

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather is  forecast  to be  clear and sunny.   
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 



• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 

installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 

 Drilling has reached approximately 6460 feet. Ranging run #10 is scheduled for a 
depth of approximately 6610 feet. 

 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

The clear weather should allow for continued preparation of the drill pad for 

RW#2. 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment  that is not 

covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 

sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 

will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 

considered in the design of the gas capture system.  



Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 

Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 

January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  



Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 7 January 2016 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds are  ca lm .  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 

successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 

6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 

leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 

covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0


of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 3:01 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 6 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.06.16 - Copy.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 6 January. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

6 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   

• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 
Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 

both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 

McCabe. 
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 

incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 

Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 

a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 

additional documents forthcoming.  

• On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfe ld had a ‘meet and greet’ with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 

Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 

Websites): 

Weather: Rain and low visibility in the area continued on 6 January. Access  to  S S  25  

and  Re lie f Well N umber  2  continue s  to  be  re s tr ic ted ,  fo r  sa fe ty reasons .  

  
Well Management:  

SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 
• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  



• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  
The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 

secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be 
conducted, to precisely locate relief well#1 in relation to SS25. SoCal Gas estimates that 
they should reach approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling 
stays on schedule.  The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks 

because the range runs will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can 
intercept the bottom of SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of 
the drilling of the last 500 feet will be much slower. 
 

Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed successfully and 

drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 6000 feet.  The P-
39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad. PS-20 has been shut in 
due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 has been pushed back to 1 
February, weather permitting. 

The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the wet 
weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for the drill 

pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 

only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 

into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifo ld and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 

project. Additiona lly, on 3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates”  
under the steel bridge and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain 

any oil mists that emit from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The 
other two coalesce plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather 
permitt ing. 

SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 



Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 

homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 

limits is expected to come on line this week. SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the 
revised air monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal 
Gas is revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence 

line of the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 
hour continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

 

 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to 

the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident ’. 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   



  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 

relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:20 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 5 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.05.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:49 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 4 January is attached. 
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

4 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   

• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 
Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 

both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 

McCabe. 
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 

incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 

Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 

a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 

additional documents forthcoming.  
 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 

Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 

secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 

well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 

head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 

size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 

seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 

of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary application to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona lly, on 

3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates” under the ste el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 

the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 

the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 

submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. 
 

 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 

relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:42 AM
To: Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, Nancy;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig;Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.24.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

24 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Weather:  Weather is rainy with winds expected to increase over the next several days, 
with wind gusts up to 80 mph. High winds will affect the drilling of relief well #1 and 
preparation of well pad for relief well #2. 

 Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  P-39A remains on schedule. A cement plug was installed and 
they are cementing the 9 5/8” intermediate casing to 3682 feet.  They are waiting on cement 
delivery and working on the well head and will resume drilling in a few days. 

 Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and it now looks 
like they will need to move closer to 72,000 cy of dirt.  The increased amount of grading is being 
done to improve the stability of the well pad. 

 Kill Attempt on SS-25:  With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they are assessing 
the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head.  Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud is on the bridge, causing it to bow.  There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt.  The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably.  This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge.  They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 



bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe.  If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head. 

 Air Monitoring:  Air monitoring continues as 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility.  

 Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center, 290 visitors on 23 December.  They also had 12 media inquiries and are 
overwhelmed with information and data requests from all levels of government. 

 Gas Capture Options:  AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head.  The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal.  Previously, SoCal Gas 
was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, 
either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal.  SCAQMD pointed out that they 
would need permits for either of those options.  Gas capture would require them to construct a 
platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned.  It did not sound 
like there were many feasible options for gas capture. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 



mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 10:33 AM
To: hqeoc/hqeoc/QP/USEPA/US;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

23 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 



 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 
mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 10:33 AM
To: hqeoc/hqeoc/QP/USEPA/US;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 4:09 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Keener, Bill;Glenn, William
Cc: Higuchi, Dean
Subject: End of Day - Congressional and Intergovernmental

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Congressional and Intergovernmental: 
 

Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural 
Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the 
following information: 1) An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction 
or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the response; 2) A 
description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in relation to this natural gas 
leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 3) A legal analysis of any 
Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your agencies have 
exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company 
could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working 
directly with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion. 
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso 
Canyon prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing 
book for an upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee. 
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative 
Director for Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman 
on Anaconda Copper Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he 
would like answered before a briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing 
before January 27th if possible. Brent will be working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to 
schedule a day/time that will work. 
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News 
regarding his efforts to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-
Santa Clarita, represents California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that 
asserts federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 
Democrats supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The 
measure is now headed to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not 
currently being enforced because of a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being 
litigated. 
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Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared 
today’s press release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA 
recently approving the State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in 
California’s waters. The standards are part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of 
streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a 
contentious deal between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a 
long-running dispute over drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. 
Under the agreement, which was filed in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, 
Westlands will assume responsibility for its drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for 
forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The 
measure, despised by environmentalists and northern Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a 
drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an agreement between the United States and 
Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. This bill was referred to the House 
Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled 
and sent forward to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors 
that are members of the Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors 
and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities 
(MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 

Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) 
is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are 
Unnecessarily Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee 
(January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the 
House (Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 
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January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions 
in Mining Act (STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be 
reported by Voice Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for 
consideration on January 12, 2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 4:09 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; Keener, Bill; Glenn, William
Cc: Higuchi, Dean
Subject: End of Day - Congressional and Intergovernmental

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Congressional and Intergovernmental: 
 

Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural 
Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the 
following information: 1) An update on actions taken by each of your agencies to date, including any direction 
or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern California Gas Company on the response; 2) A 
description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal authorities in relation to this natural gas 
leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 3) A legal analysis of any 
Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your agencies have 
exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas Company 
could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working 
directly with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion. 
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso 
Canyon prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing 
book for an upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee. 
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative 
Director for Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman 
on Anaconda Copper Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he 
would like answered before a briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing 
before January 27th if possible. Brent will be working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to 
schedule a day/time that will work. 
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News 
regarding his efforts to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-
Santa Clarita, represents California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that 
asserts federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 
Democrats supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The 
measure is now headed to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not 
currently being enforced because of a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being 
litigated. 
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Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared 
today’s press release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA 
recently approving the State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in 
California’s waters. The standards are part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of 
streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a 
contentious deal between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a 
long-running dispute over drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. 
Under the agreement, which was filed in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, 
Westlands will assume responsibility for its drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for 
forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The 
measure, despised by environmentalists and northern Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a 
drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an agreement between the United States and 
Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. This bill was referred to the House 
Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled 
and sent forward to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors 
that are members of the Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors 
and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities 
(MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 

Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) 
is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are 
Unnecessarily Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee 
(January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the 
House (Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 
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January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions 
in Mining Act (STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be 
reported by Voice Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for 
consideration on January 12, 2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:03 PM
To: Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnstone, Jeremy;Quast, Sylvia;Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; 

Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA 
Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s staff including 
Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles office. The media has been 
reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more accurately be characterized that we have sent an 
information request to SoCal Gas under Section 114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking 
into whether there may be any other jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I 
have yet to hear where that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their 
responses to our Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some additional time to 
submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am copying my colleagues in our 
Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on 
this reply to make them aware of this new Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter from 
Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
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U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 

From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at Southern California 
Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties 
available under the law if the utility is found to be negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of 
exposure to mercaptans or other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from the Risk Management 
Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.
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Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:59 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Keener, Bill
Subject: End of Day - Congressional and Intergovernmental

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Congressional and Intergovernmental: 
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with 
Congressman Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren 
Attard, Legislative Counsel; and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to 
update them on EPA’s role and our sending of an information request to Southern California Gas following 
receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. 
We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern California Gas has provided the requested documents 
for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let Brent know that we have received the 
requested information and will provide them with an update. 
 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and 
Kelly Zito had a call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, 
Senior Field Representative; Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the 
Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role 
and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call 
for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our office once we have had a chance to review the 
information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 request. Brent will follow up on the 
scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information provided. We also agreed 
during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding operations and Sylvia 
Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is organizing the 
daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1): A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) 
sent to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine 
Superfund Site was controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional 
Administrator. This letter will be controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. 
Because this incoming letter was directed to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process 
for coordination in development of a response and discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for 
a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the 
proposed listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front 
Office. Brent Maier has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) 
and control this letter and prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-Blumenfeld.pdf 
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Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone 
Standard: Brent Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, 
Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis 
Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 
Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 
8-hr ozone standard. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM
To: Meer, Daniel
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry Regarding 

EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dan - 
 
I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director which is included below. As 
you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation". 
 
Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the letter. I discussed this follow 
up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach out to 
you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to see 
whether you could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in addition to 
the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate in teleconference briefing updates, 
but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the release. 
 
I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our call with their office, the 
only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are 
currently monitoring the situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
 
Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their office? If so, can you 
please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane 
flight at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren <Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
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Hi Brent, 
 
I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email. 
 
My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation. 
 
But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you told John and I that the 
epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or was it something else? 
 
Thanks for your guidance. 
 
I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> John – 
> 
> I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA 
response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
> 
> Regards, 
> 
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
> 
> From: Higuchi, Dean 
> Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
> To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) 
> <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
> (scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
> Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
> Canyon 
> 
> Dear Colleagues, 
> 
> Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
> 
> Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , 
Brent will be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
> 
> Thank you, 
> 
> Dean Higuchi 
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> Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9, 
> Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
> 808-541-2711 
> 
> <Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Manzanilla, Enrique;Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Allen, HarryL;Keener, 

Bill;Kao, Jessica;Blumenfeld, Jared;Mogharabi, Nahal;LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN;Rongone, 
Marie;Johnson, Kathleen;Miller, Amy;Jones, Joel E.;Salazar, Matt;Minor, Dustin;Moore, 
Letitia;Berg, Elizabeth;Zabel, Allan;Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy;Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn;Eades, Cassaundra;Mims, 
Kathy;Higuchi, Dean;Nazmi, Niloufar;Berg, Elizabeth;Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

All – 
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX. 
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call. 
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
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letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you. 
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225-5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:08 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Eoc, Epahq; Johnson, Kathleen; Keener, Bill; Lee, Eugene; Lindsay, Nancy; 

Manzanilla, Enrique; Moore, Letitia; Quast, Sylvia; Schumann, Jean; Ty, Fatima; Benson, 
Craig

Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the requested 
information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as possible and will continue to 
provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
30 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.  

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months. 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.  
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3. 
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.  
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 

well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 
 

  



Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric 
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris-Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference. 
 
Web Updates: 



2

Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter 
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update: 
December 28, 2015 - Enacted - H.R. 1321: Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update. 
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1): A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:16 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, 

David;Eoc, Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, 
Kelly;Zabel, Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, 
Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 15 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 15Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information highlighted yellow.  The next update will be distributed on Tuesday 19 January. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

15 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

There will be no additional updates prepared until Tuesday 19 January. 

 

R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 

 

The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  

Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 

 

The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 

longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 

 

On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 

well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 

the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 

programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 



and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  On 
13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture system 

was discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or county 

entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several 

participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County 

Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate the 

design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code standpoint. 

LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.  This could impact 

work occurring at SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 

Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 

 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 

Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 

down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 

permitting.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  

Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 

frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 

today three of four 6# cement slurry bases have been laid, with the final scheduled for 16 Jan.  



The spud date (commencement of drilling operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 

Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 

planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 

AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 

application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments; additionally, the Region will have a formal review role of any Title V 

permit that is issued for the project. The proposed use of the gas capture system at the Well 25-

SS location poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues.  Kay Lawrence participated in 

an interagency meeting with SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns. Present at this 

meeting were representatives of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and 

DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas and EPA R9. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 

locations with the facility.  They have also started sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 

requests are in process with an additional 529 “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 1962 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1544 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 1280 devices having been distributed to date. 

 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 

site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 



 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 

methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

CalOES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 

Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 

participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 

on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown has been invited to attend. 
 

California Air Resources Board 
 

On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 

 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 

 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 

have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 

 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 

leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 

coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 

Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 



hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Efforts to plug Porter Ranch-area gas leak worsened blowout risk, regulators say 

www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 

The World Is Hemorrhaging Methane, and Now We Can See Where 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-

flaring-map/ 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-flaring-map/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-flaring-map/
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 12:11 PM
To: Zito, Kelly
Subject: RE: R9 Administrators Report for 1-18-15
Attachments: R9AdministratorsReport1-19-16.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From: Zito, Kelly 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 12:59 PM 
To: Morales, Esther <Morales.Esther@epa.gov>; Ingram, Amir <Ingram.Amir@epa.gov>; Vargas, Melissa 
<vargas.melissa@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: R9 Administrators Report 
 
Let us know if you need additional information. 
Thanks! 
Kelly 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
 
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Region 9 – Office of Public Affairs 
Environmental Protection Agency 

Week of Jan. 18, 2016 
 

30-60 Day Outlook 

 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions 

Aliso Canyon (Calif.) Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak: EPA Region 9 representatives 
are continuing to participate in regular operational calls with local, state and company officials to stay 
updated on the situation. On Dec. 18, EPA issued a Clean Air Act Section 114 information request to 
Southern California Gas. Region 9 has a desk statement explaining EPA authorities and role in the issue. 
On January 13, Region 9 met with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies (including PHMSA) to discuss 
and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. On January 13, Senators Boxer and Feinstein 
sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch 
requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the release. California 
Gov. Brown's office convened a meeting on January 15 at Porter Ranch at which more than 1,000 
members of the public attended and senior state agency representatives spoke.  

San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: Regional 
Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is expected to sign a proposed action on SJV’s serious area attainment 
plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 
2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 standard and a 
five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard.  
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is expected to 
sign the proposed approval of three Imperial Valley rules that contain air permitting and New Source 
Review provisions.  
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: Submission expected for public 
notice on the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first 
title V permit in Guam. 
 
Grants 
 
Jan. 27: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld will announce EPA’s grant of $182 million for 
California’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund and its Drinking Water SRF. 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
None 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagements 
 
Jan. 27: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld is scheduled to travel to San Diego where he will 
give opening remarks at the Children’s Environmental Health Symposium, focusing on children’s 



2 
 

environmental health risks found within the California/Baja California and Arizona/Sonora regions. 
Open press. 
 
Jan. 27: Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld will give remarks at an event to announce the EPA’s 
grant of $182 million for California-wide improvements in local drinking water and wastewater 
infrastructure at a water facility (TBD) in the San Diego, CA area. Open press. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 10:12 AM
To: PerezSullivan, Margot
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
_________________ 
Bill Keener 
Office of Public Affairs 
U.S. EPA - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Phone: (415) 972-3940 
 

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:08 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Nancy 
<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia 
<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean <Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Ty, 
Fatima <Ty.Fatima@epa.gov>; Benson, Craig <Benson.Craig@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 
 
Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the requested 
information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as possible and will continue to 
provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
30 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.  

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months. 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.  
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3. 
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.  
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 

well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 
 

  



Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William; Zito, Kelly; Gaudario, Abigail; R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie; Maier, Brent; Calvino, Maria Soledad; Higuchi, Dean; Reyes, Deldi; 

PerezSullivan, Margot; Mogharabi, Nahal; Nazmi, Niloufar; Harris-Bishop, Rusty; Hudnall, 
Patricia; Ford, Margaret; Henderson, Alita; COHEN, Deborra; Pratt, Kristen; Meltzer, 
Kathy; Engelman, Alexa; Hood, Timonie; Blazej, Nova; Stollman, Scott; Amato, Paul; 
Schmidt, David; Skadowski, Suzanne; Rao, Kate; Ty, Fatima; Kao, Jessica; Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update. 
 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
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Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1): A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi. 
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii. After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight. 
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4): Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
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House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT. 
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th. 
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
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WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
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Social Media: 
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article, EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016. 
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric 
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris-Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference. 
 
Web Updates: 
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Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 



9

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op-Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
  Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch: http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new-
trash-control-policy-can-help-shrink-the-pacific-garbage-patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi. 
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi. 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health. 
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
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by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion. 
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee. 
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work. 
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long-running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
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Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric 
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris-Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference. 
 
Web Updates: 
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Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter 
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update: 
December 28, 2015 - Enacted - H.R. 1321: Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update. 
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1): A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op-Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
 Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch: http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new-
trash-control-policy-can-help-shrink-the-pacific-garbage-patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi. 
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi. 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health. 
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
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by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion. 
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee. 
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work. 
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long-running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
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Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi. 
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii. After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight. 
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4): Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
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House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT. 
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th. 
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
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WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
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Social Media: 
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article, EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016. 
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

Subject: Internal Aliso Canyon All Hands
Location: R9SF-Room-19320-22-Yurok

Start: Thu 1/14/2016 2:00 PM
End: Thu 1/14/2016 3:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Meer, Daniel
Required Attendees: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; enrique manzanilla 

(Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov); Johnson, Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Maier, Brent; Zito, Kelly; 
Keener, Bill; Minor, Dustin; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt; Kao, Jessica; 
Basinger, David; Chew, Andrew; Moore, Letitia

Optional Attendees: Jackson, Clarice; Rios, Gerardo; Albright, David; Robin, George

Categories: Meeting

Hello Everyone,  
 
Please note: 
 
Call In # :  (866) 299-3188 
Conf. Code:  4159722020 
 
Thank you! 



 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Inter-Divisional Update 
14 January 2016 
Agenda (Draft) 

 
 
 

Objective – Situational awareness and coordination of related R9 activities 
 
 

1. SoCalGas Operations – Meer 
a. Well 25-SS 
b. Relief Well 1 
c. Relief Well 2 
d. Gas Capture System 

 
2. External Communications 

a. SFD 
b. Air 
c. Enforcement 
d. ORC 

 
3. Controlled Correspondence – OPA, ORC (Moore) 

a. Rep. Sherman 5 Jan letter 
b. House Committee on Energy and Commerce 6 Jan letter 
c. Sens. Boxer/Feinstein 13 Jan letter 
d. FOIAs (3?) 

 
4. Upcoming / Other 

a. Fri 15 Jan community meeting 
b. Status of agency position re authorities/jurisdictions  
c. Agency activities/posture – response vs. enforcement 
d. CAA 114 Information Request & SocalGas Response 
e. Other 

 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:13 PM
To: Adams, Elizabeth;Lakin, Matt
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.11.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:12 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Strauss, Alexis <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>; Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, 
Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

11 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 

 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 

staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 

Canyon.  Our main ‘ask’ is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 

National Labs) that can advise and consult on the  design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas. 

 On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a 

federal task force of well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and 
operation of the Gas Capture and Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas. The 
Department of Energy representative on the NRT call will take this request back to the 

DOE fossil energy and science and technology programs regarding experts that might 

be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS and Bureau of Safety and 



Environmenta l Enforcement may also have some expertise. Mike Faulkner, the NRT 
executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather  is  fo reca s t  fo r  high winds  to  re sume .   This  could  

impac t  work  occurr ing a t  S S - 25  ( fo r  example ,  ins ta lla t ion o f the  4 t h  
coa lesc ing tray) .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 
• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  
The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 
The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 
  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 Drilling has reached approximately 7197 feet. Ranging run #11 is being 

performed today. Relief well #1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or 
early March. Drilling will slow significantly as they approach 8000 feet because the 

ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency, to accurately establish the 
position of RW#1 in relation to SS-25. Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

SoCal Gas is preparing to put down the cement/soil slurry on Relief Well #2 
drilling pad. 

Gas Capture Options:  



 SoCal Gas received permiss ion from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installa t ion of additiona l equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additiona l work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the applicat ion so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 

will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system.  

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 

Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 



On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  
 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change


 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Compilation of Stories 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:13 PM
To: Adams, Elizabeth;Lakin, Matt
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.11.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:12 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Strauss, Alexis <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>; Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, 
Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 5:10 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie;Adams, Elizabeth;Lakin, Matt;Blumenfeld, Jared;Meer, Daniel;Strauss, 

Alexis;Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

We still owe you a summary of the RRT call which we will send later tonight. Not much new information.  Several PHMSA 
staff on the call. 
 
But here’s the latest update from today.  Note the highlighted narrative especially with regard to gas capture system. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, 
Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
Update for 7 January 2016 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds are  ca lm .  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 

successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 

6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 

leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 

covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0


of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:53 PM
To: Lakin, Matt
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 4, 2016 at 3:48:32 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016 

Update for 4 January is attached.   
  
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
  
Dan M 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

4 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   

• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 
Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 

both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 

McCabe. 
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 

incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 

Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 

a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 

additional documents forthcoming.  
 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 

Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 

secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 

well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 

head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 

size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 

seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 

of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary application to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona lly, on 

3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates” under the ste el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 

the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 

the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 

submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. 
 

 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 

relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:56 PM
To: Lakin, Matt
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Letter to The Hon. 

Brad Sherman.pdf; ATT00002.htm; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso 
Ca....pdf; ATT00004.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:26 PM 
To: Deborah Jordan <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
Per my previous email. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:17 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s 
staff including Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles 
office. The media has been reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more 
accurately be characterized that we have sent an information request to SoCal Gas under Section 
114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking into whether there may be any other 
jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I have yet to hear where 
that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their responses to our 
Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some 
additional time to submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am 
copying my colleagues in our Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on this reply to make them aware of this new 
Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter 
from Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov<mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 



3

Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at 
Southern California Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new 
solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties available under the law if the utility is found to be 
negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of exposure to mercaptans or 
other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from 
the Risk Management Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.
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Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Jordan, Deborah
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:58 PM
To: Lakin, Matt
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: Two things re: Janet Briefing on Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Categories: Debbie

Hi Matt, 
 
SoCal Gas went over a basic ppt with us – I’ll have it scanned and sent first thing in the morning. 
 
The purpose for tomorrow is to provide information to Janet, so your agenda makes perfect sense, except that I think 
item 1 should also be led by R9. OAR (OAP staff and Joe) may want to add to what the Region says, but, as far as I know, 
OAR hasn’t been involved enough to provide the background briefing other than from what was transmitted at the 
SoCal Gas meeting. 
 
Thanks a lot, Matt. 
 
Debbie 
 

From: Lakin, Matt 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 6:33 PM 
To: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: Two things re: Janet Briefing on Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 

 
Debbie, 
 
For the Janet briefing tomorrow, Enrique asked me to follow-up with you on two things.  First, his managers are asking if 
we could get copies of any materials presented to you and Janet by SoCal Gas.  And second, he wanted to clarify the 
agenda for the briefing.  It sounds like it might be something like: 
 

1. General background information on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak (for Janet, lead by OAR, with R9 filling in 
gaps). 

2. Update on OAR meeting with SoCal gas (for R9, provided by OAR). 
3. Update on SCAQMD and CPUC/DOGGR activities and Regional efforts (for OAR, provided by R9). 

 
Do you have an agenda already pulled together, or something to add/change on that list? 
 
Thanks, 
Matt 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D. 
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Acting Deputy Director, Air Division 
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR-2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:56 PM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 

Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:26 PM 
To: Deborah Jordan <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
Per my previous email. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 

Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:17 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 
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Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s 
staff including Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles 
office. The media has been reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more 
accurately be characterized that we have sent an information request to SoCal Gas under Section 
114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking into whether there may be any other 
jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I have yet to hear where 
that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their responses to our 
Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some 
additional time to submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am 
copying my colleagues in our Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on this reply to make them aware of this new 
Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter 
from Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov<mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at 
Southern California Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new 
solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties available under the law if the utility is found to be 
negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of exposure to mercaptans or 
other gases involved in the leak? 
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Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from 
the Risk Management Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 12:35 PM
To: LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Manzanilla, Enrique;Lakin, Matt;Miller, Amy;Zito, 

Kelly;Johnson, Kathleen;Adams, Elizabeth;Quast, Sylvia
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Briefing Paper v13Jan15.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Steven – Please see attached.  We will also hope to put out additional situation updates over the coming days.  Please 
feel free to contact me with questions. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 11:53 AM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon 
 
Our updated briefing paper should suffice 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Daniel Meer 
Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
USEPA, Region 9 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 10:50:43 AM PST 
To: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Miller, Amy" 
<Miller.Amy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Johnson, 
Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
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Hi all – California Office of Emergency Services is convening a community meeting this Friday evening in 
Porter Ranch … it’s apparently going to be a panel of agencies and then public Q&A.  Jared has asked me 
to attend and report out on the meeting … unclear whether EPA would be asked to be part of the panel. 
 
In case I’m asked about EPA’s involvement or our planned actions, could you send me a short summary 
of the work your office has done and/or plans to do at this site?  I already have copies of our 12/18 
request for information letter to Southern California Gas, our 12/24 response letter to Congressman 
Sherman, a copy of our desk statement, and the information on Aliso Canyon that has been included in 
the Region’s weekly reports to HQ over the past few months. 
 
I don’t need anything too detailed or polished, just the relevant info I should know in case I get any 
questions. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
slj 
 



ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 
Briefing Paper 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Gas Release 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

13 January 2016  
 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCalGas injects natural 
gas into abandoned oil reservoirs for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCalGas is a subsidiary of Sempra Energy Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that 
is leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 
bcf (billion cubic feet), one of the largest natural gas storage facilities in the United States. 

Porter Ranch, an affluent residential community of approximately 30,000 people, is located near 
the Aliso Canyon storage facility. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead, which is located on a 
ridgetop.    

 Current Status:  SoCalGas is the responsible party and is attempting to plug the leaking well, 
with a team of well control contractors. The geology of the area is complex and has complicated 
the well kill effort.  SoCalGas’s response thus far is on two fronts:  attempts to kill the well from 
the top and drilling relief wells to kill the well from the bottom. SoCal has 157 people in their 
Incident Action Plan, working on this relief effort. 

Top Kill Efforts:  SoCalGas has attempted seven ‘top kill’ operations on SS 25, none 
successful.  At this time no additional top kill efforts are planned as SoCalGas has expressed  
concerns about such  efforts degrading the integrity of the existing well bore.   

Relief Wells:  SoCalGas is in the process of drilling two relief wells.  The first relief well 
is, as of 13 January, at approximately 7600 feet measured depth.  .  The drilling operation 
continues around the clock and Relief Well one is estimated to until at least the end of February 
to complete The relief well, if successful, will intercept the bottom of the leaking well and pump 
in cement to kill the well and stop the leaking gas.  This technique has had great success 
elsewhere in controlling well blow outs.  The second relief well will provide backup in case 
Relief Well 1 is unsuccessful in killing the well. Efforts are presently under way to ready Relief 
Well 2, which is scheduled to commence drilling on 1 February 2016.  

Release Mitigation Efforts:  Concurrent with efforts to kill the leaking well SoCalGas 
has been making efforts to minimize the amount and extent of the leak as it continues. First, it 
has been withdrawing gas from the Aliso Canyon field as much as they say is possible in order to 
reduce overall field pressure, which would reduce release rate.  Second, they have begun paying 



a series of “coalescer plates” over the point of release in an attempt to entrain any sprays and 
mists that are emitted.   Third, they plan to install and implement a gas capture system in which 
some amount of gas will be treated to remove the odorous mercaptans and then the remaining 
gas will be flared.  Work on a first phase of this project which is allowable under the facilities 
existing Title V permit will commence soon.  A second phase will require a new or modified 
Title V permit and SoCalGas has submitted an application for that to the local AQMD. 

Environmental and Public Health Issues:  Estimates of how much methane is leaking are not 
particularly reliable but are reported to be on the order of 2-3 million pounds per day.  

As of January 8, California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 
evaluated air sample data collected by SoCalGas during the period of the natural gas leak and 
concluded: 

• Overall, the available air sample data does not indicate that an acute toxicity health 
hazard exists in the Porter Ranch neighborhood as a result of the Aliso Canyon natural 
gas leak. 

• However, this does not mean that the adverse physical symptoms reported by many 
Porter Ranch neighborhood residents are not real. The natural gas odorants tert-butyl 
mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have strong odors which can be perceived at 
concentrations below the levels that can be detected in air samples. These odors can 
evoke physiological responses (e.g. nausea, headaches) without inducing more serious or 
longer-lasting health effects, such as eye or respiratory system damage. [Source: 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/OEHHAPorterRanchairsampleevalJan201
6.pdf] 

These conclusions are consistent with public health statements issued by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf). 

In addition to methane, the SoCalGas air samples measured levels of certain volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and sulfur-containing compounds, including benzene, hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide, pollutants that can be harmful to human health if levels are high enough.  Key 
findings from OEHHA’s review of the data include: 

• The natural gas odorants tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene were not detected 
in the air samples and do not represent a toxic health risk, though odors that provoke 
health symptoms can occur at levels well below air sampling detection limits for these 
chemicals. 

• Measurements of methane show levels that are substantially below the flammability limit 
and do not represent an acute health risk. 

• Of the sampled VOCs, none were found to be above levels expected to result in adverse 
health effects. 

• Benzene, a VOC, tended to have the highest levels, though were still below levels 
expected to result in adverse health effects (the highest sampled benzene concentration 
was ~70% of the acute health benchmark, observed on 11/10/15 in the Porter Ranch 
Community). 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf


• The level of sulfur-containing compounds sampled in the area (hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide) were generally below detection limits and below levels expected to result 
in adverse health impacts.. 

SoCalGas continues to conduct air quality sampling in the Porter Ranch area.  The South Coast 
Air Quality Management District has also deployed air quality monitoring equipment and 
services to the area to enhance data collection efforts 
(http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso-canyon-update/air-sampling).  
OEHHA, along with other relevant agencies, will continue to observe the measured data to 
evaluate possible health impacts as conditions change. 

Regulatory Actions: State and local regulatory agencies and jurisdictions are involved with the 
response to this methane leak.  

State Agencies: 

Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), Department of   
Conservation, Natural Resources Agency; 

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC); 

California Office of Emergency Services (OES);  

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA). 

Local Agencies: 

Los Angeles County Fire/HazMat 

City of Los Angeles 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

DOGGR has issued two orders to SoCalGas, to provide information on the leaking well (18 
November) and to develop plans for expeditiously capturing the escaping gas, stopping the leak 
and communicating with state and local regulators (10 December). The 10 December order 
includes the convening of experts from the national laboratories (Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence 
Livermore and Sandia) to review data and assist DOGGR in evaluating SoCalGas’s plans for 
stopping the leak. 

The SCAQMD issued on 5 November a Notice to Comply to SoCalGas which directed 
SoCalGas to safely and expeditiously stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site 
and to prevent the release of the mercaptan odors from the natural gas leak that are impacting the 
nearby community.  On November 23, 2015, SCAQMD issued a Notice of Violation to 
SoCalGas for creating a Public Nuisance.  The notice of violation cited SoCalGas for daily 
nuisance violations beginning October 23, 2015 and continuing each day until odors from the 
leak no longer contribute to a public nuisance. The notice of violation also directed SoCalGas 
to expeditiously and safely stop the leak and expeditiously abate the release of air contaminants 

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/nov-p62646.pdf?sfvrsn=6


that are causing the public nuisance.  The SCAQMD has also filed a petition for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCalGas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor 
the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  The hearing 
on the petition commenced on 9 January. 

The CPUC is conducting an investigation to assess SoCalGas actions before and after the well 
failure that resulted in the methane gas release. This includes public notification and issues 
related to operation and maintenance of the storage facility.  CPUC has requested information 
from SoCalGas and, in coordination with DOGGR, directed SoCalGas to hire an independent, 
third party to conduct a root cause analysis of the well blow out. 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health ordered SoCalGas to provide temporary 
relocation to residents. As of 15 January, 2506 households had been offered temporary 
relocation, with an additional 2100 inquiries and applications still being processed. SoCalGas has 
established a community center in Porter Ranch to answer questions and assist residents with 
temporary relocation and claims. 

The Los Angeles City Attorney announced a lawsuit against SoCalGas for its handling of the 
methane leak and the SCAQMD has cited SoCalGas for a public nuisance due to the odors from 
the mercaptan additive. 

Cal/EPA has contacted the Interagency Modeling and Atmospheric Assessment Center 
(IMAAC) for possible assistance in modeling the methane dispersion.  IMAAC is a federal 
interagency with expertise in plume and atmospheric modeling. 

EPA Activities: 

Region 9 is closely monitoring the situation but EPA’s authorities and jurisdiction in responding 
directly to the release is limited.  The agency has concluded that the facility and release is not 
subject to CERCLA due to the petroleum exclusion rule.  The facility is also not subject to the 
Chemical Accident Prevention provisions of CAA §112(r).  The Agency could make a finding of 
imminent and substantial endangerment under CAA §303; however this is rarely used and only 
when a state has exhausted all of its resources and there is a gap in being able to order injunctive 
relief. 
 

The Region is participating in a number of daily calls both with SoCalGas and public agencies, 
as well as providing daily summaries.  On 15 December two on-scene coordinators participated 
in a site tour with the Los Angeles County Fire and Hazardous Materials Unit and 
representatives from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.  On 18 December the Region 
issued an information request to SoCalGas pursuant to the Clean Air Act Section 114.  SoCalGas 
made a substantial 1665 page submittal in response to the information request which we continue 
to evaluate.  The Region has been engaged in discussions with USDOT/PHMSA on the matter. 
On 7 January the Region convened an incident-specific Regional Response Team call in order 
brief and ask for technical assistance from our federal partner agencies on the RRT.  On Monday 



11 January there was a National Response Team call on the matter to again solicit technical 
support from other federal agencies.  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 10:33 AM
To: Davidson, Ken;Lakin, Matt
Cc: Meer, Daniel;BANDROWSKI, MIKE;Moore, Letitia
Subject: RE: AQ public health text - Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Briefing Paper for Administrator v2 11Jan15.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thanks Ken for your input.  Attached please find v2 of the briefing paper.  Letitia – can you please take charge of 
reviewing/revising the last section wrt to EPA’s authorities and jurisdiction? 
Please note that, although the Administrator will be testifying before the House Energy and Commerce Committee this 
Wednesday, I have not yet seen a request from HQ for the Region to provide this briefing document.  We think it safe to 
assume that we will be asked and at this point we are trying to stay ahead of the curve given the tight timeframe. 
 
Thanks all, please let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss. 
 
Jeremy 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Davidson, Ken 
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 9:22 AM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; BANDROWSKI, MIKE 
<Bandrowski.Mike@epa.gov> 
Subject: AQ public health text - Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator 
 
Hi all, 
 
Attached is the AQ health impacts language I pulled together for the Aliso Canyon briefing paper.  OEHHA has been 
reviewing the SoCalGas air quality sampling data for some time now – they last issued a statement on 1/8.  Most of the 
findings I cite are pulled from their statements, so I’m not too worried about passing this around to others for internal 
EPA review, though feel free to do so if you think that would help.  Also feel free to edit as you see fit.  Let me know if 
you have any questions. 
 
Ken 
 
Kenneth Davidson 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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Office of Transportation and Air Quality/Region 9 Air Division 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-6) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Phone: 415-972-3633 
FAX: 415-947-3583 
 

From: Lakin, Matt 
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:03 PM 
To: Davidson, Ken <Davidson.Ken@epa.gov> 
Cc: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator 
 
Ken, FYI, attached is the draft briefing paper. 
Matt 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D. 
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division 
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR-2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:20 PM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Johnstone, Jeremy 
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:05 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn 
Subject: Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator 
 
Please review/comment. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email: johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 



ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 
Briefing Paper 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Gas Release 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

11 January 2016  
(DRAFT) 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCalGas injects natural 
gas into abandoned oil reservoirs for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCalGas is a subsidiary of Sempra Energy Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that 
is leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 
bcf (billion cubic feet), one of the largest natural gas storage facilities in the United States. 

Porter Ranch, an affluent residential community of approximately 30,000 people, is located near 
the Aliso Canyon storage facility. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead, which is located on a 
ridgetop.    

 Current Status:  SoCalGas is the responsible party and is attempting to plug the leaking well, 
with a team of well control contractors. The geology of the area is complex and has complicated 
the well kill effort.  SoCalGas’s response thus far is on two fronts:  attempts to kill the well from 
the top and drilling relief wells to kill the well from the bottom. SoCal has 157 people in their 
Incident Action Plan, working on this relief effort. 

Top Kill Efforts:  SoCalGas has attempted seven ‘top kill’ operations on SS 25, none 
successful.  At this time no additional top kill efforts are planned as SoCalGas has expressed  
concerns about such  efforts degrading the integrity of the existing well bore.   

Relief Wells:  SoCalGas is in the process of drilling two relief wells.  The first relief well 
is, as of 11 January, at approximately 7161 feet measured depth.  .  The drilling operation 
continues around the clock and Relief Well one is estimated to until at least the end of February 
to complete The relief well, if successful, will intercept the bottom of the leaking well and pump 
in cement to kill the well and stop the leaking gas.  This technique has had great success 
elsewhere in controlling well blow outs.  The second relief well will provide backup in case 
Relief Well 1 is unsuccessful in killing the well. Efforts are presently under way to ready Relief 
Well 2, which is scheduled to commence drilling on 1 February 2016.  

Release Mitigation Efforts:  Concurrent with efforts to kill the leaking well SoCalGas 
has been making efforts to minimize the amount and extent of the leak as it continues. First, it 
has been withdrawing gas from the Aliso Canyon field as much as they say is possible in order to 



reduce overall field pressure, which would reduce release rate.  Second, they have begun paying 
a series of “coalescer plates” over the point of release in an attempt to entrain any sprays and 
mists that are emitted.   Third, they plan to install and implement a gas capture system in which 
some amount of gas will be treated to remove the odorous mercaptans and then the remaining 
gas will be flared.  Work on a first phase of this project which is allowable under the facilities 
existing Title V permit will commence next week.  A second phase will require a new or 
modified Title V permit and SoCalGas has submitted an application for that to the local AQMD. 

Environmental and Public Health Issues:  Estimates of how much methane is leaking are not 
particularly reliable but are reported to be on the order of 2-3 million pounds per day.  

As of January 8, California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 
evaluated air sample data collected by SoCalGas during the period of the natural gas leak and 
concluded: 

• Overall, the available air sample data does not indicate that an acute toxicity health 
hazard exists in the Porter Ranch neighborhood as a result of the Aliso Canyon natural 
gas leak. 

• However, this does not mean that the adverse physical symptoms reported by many 
Porter Ranch neighborhood residents are not real. The natural gas odorants tert-butyl 
mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have strong odors which can be perceived at 
concentrations below the levels that can be detected in air samples. These odors can 
evoke physiological responses (e.g. nausea, headaches) without inducing more serious or 
longer-lasting health effects, such as eye or respiratory system damage. [Source: 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/OEHHAPorterRanchairsampleevalJan201
6.pdf] 

These conclusions are consistent with public health statements issued by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf). 

In addition to methane, the SoCalGas air samples measured levels of certain volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and sulfur-containing compounds, including benzene, hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide, pollutants that can be harmful to human health if levels are high enough.  Key 
findings from OEHHA’s review of the data include: 

• The natural gas odorants tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene were not detected 
in the air samples and do not represent a toxic health risk, though odors that provoke 
health symptoms can occur at levels well below air sampling detection limits for these 
chemicals. 

• Measurements of methane show levels that are substantially below the flammability limit 
and do not represent an acute health risk. 

• Of the sampled VOCs, none were found to be above levels expected to result in adverse 
health effects. 

• Benzene, a VOC, tended to have the highest levels, though were still below levels 
expected to result in adverse health effects (the highest sampled benzene concentration 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf


was ~70% of the acute health benchmark, observed on 11/10/15 in the Porter Ranch 
Community). 

• The level of sulfur-containing compounds sampled in the area (hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide) were generally below detection limits and below levels expected to result 
in adverse health impacts, with one exception: 

o On 11/12/15, one air sample of hydrogen sulfide was above the acute health 
benchmark (183ppb, which exceeds the acute health benchmark of 30ppb) 

o This level has not been repeated in other samples and is considered to be 
anomalous. 

SoCalGas continues to conduct air quality sampling in the Porter Ranch area.  The South Coast 
Air Quality Management District has also deployed air quality monitoring equipment and 
services to the area to enhance data collection efforts 
(http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso-canyon-update/air-sampling).  
OEHHA, along with other relevant agencies, will continue to observe the measured data to 
evaluate possible health impacts as conditions change. 

Regulatory Actions: State and local regulatory agencies and jurisdictions are involved with the 
response to this methane leak.  

State Agencies: 

Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), Department of   
Conservation, Natural Resources Agency; 

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC); 

California Office of Emergency Services (OES);  

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA). 

Local Agencies: 

Los Angeles County Fire/HazMat 

City of Los Angeles 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

DOGGR has issued two orders to SoCalGas, to provide information on the leaking well (18 
November) and to develop plans for expeditiously capturing the escaping gas, stopping the leak 
and communicating with state and local regulators (10 December). The 10 December order 
includes the convening of experts from the national laboratories (Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence 
Livermore and Sandia) to review data and assist DOGGR in evaluating SoCalGas’s plans for 
stopping the leak. 

The SCAQMD issued on 5 November a Notice to Comply to SoCalGas which directed 
SoCalGas to safely and expeditiously stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site 
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and to prevent the release of the mercaptan odors from the natural gas leak that are impacting the 
nearby community.  On November 23, 2015, SCAQMD issued a Notice of Violation to 
SoCalGas for creating a Public Nuisance.  The notice of violation cited SoCalGas for daily 
nuisance violations beginning October 23, 2015 and continuing each day until odors from the 
leak no longer contribute to a public nuisance. The notice of violation also directed SoCalGas 
to expeditiously and safely stop the leak and expeditiously abate the release of air contaminants 
that are causing the public nuisance.  The SCAQMD has also filed a petition for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCalGas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor 
the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  The hearing 
on the petition will take place on 9 January. 

The CPUC is conducting an investigation to assess SoCalGas actions before and after the well 
failure that resulted in the methane gas release. This includes public notification and issues 
related to operation and maintenance of the storage facility.  CPUC has requested information 
from SoCalGas and, in coordination with DOGGR, directed SoCalGas to hire an independent, 
third party to conduct a root cause analysis of the well blow out. 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health ordered SoCalGas to provide temporary 
relocation to residents. As of 10 January, 2855 households had been offered temporary 
relocation, with an additional 1819 applications still being processed. SoCalGas has established a 
community center in Porter Ranch to answer questions and assist residents with temporary 
relocation and claims. 

The Los Angeles City Attorney announced a lawsuit against SoCalGas for its handling of the 
methane leak and the SCAQMD has cited SoCalGas for a public nuisance due to the odors from 
the mercaptan additive. 

Cal/EPA has contacted the Interagency Modeling and Atmospheric Assessment Center 
(IMAAC) for possible assistance in modeling the methane dispersion.  IMAAC is a federal 
interagency with expertise in plume and atmospheric modeling. 

EPA Activities: 

The Region is participating in a number of daily calls both with SoCalGas and public agencies, 
as well as providing daily summaries.  On 15 December two on-scene coordinators participated 
in a site tour with the Los Angeles County Fire and Hazardous Materials Unit and 
representatives from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.  On 18 December the Region 
issued an information request to SoCalGas pursuant to the Clean Air Act Section 114.  SoCalGas 
made a substantial 1665 page submittal in response to the information request which we continue 
to evaluate.  The Region has been engaged in discussions with USDOT/PHMSA on the matter. 
On 7 January the Region convened an incident-specific Regional Response Team call in order 
brief and ask for technical assistance from our federal partner agencies on the RRT.  On Monday 
11 January there was a National Response Team call on the matter to again solicit technical 
support from other federal agencies. 

 

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/nov-p62646.pdf?sfvrsn=6


We are examining the possibility that this release may be a violation of the CAA Section 112(r) 
General Duty Clause.  (However, a 2006 EPA internal memo from Ann Klee, former general 
counsel, on the applicability of the General Duty Clause to liquefied natural gas facilities raises 
questions on GDC applicability to natural gas storage facilities).  

We are also evaluating the possibility of applying the CAA Section 303 Emergency Powers 
authority.  However it is not clear what additional actions EPA would require from SoCalGas 
under CAA 303 authority, beyond what SoCalGas is already doing to respond to the release. 

The most direct federal authority is held by the Department of Transportation, Office of Pipeline 
and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.  However the DOT authority has been delegated 
to California and it is not clear what, if any, action DOT is willing to take in this case. Commented [JJ2]: Discussion of authorities should be 

drafted by R9ORC, OGC and OECA 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Davidson, Ken
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 9:22 AM
To: Lakin, Matt
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Johnstone, Jeremy;BANDROWSKI, MIKE
Subject: AQ public health text - Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Briefing Paper for Administrator v1 clean_kfd.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi all, 
 
Attached is the AQ health impacts language I pulled together for the Aliso Canyon briefing paper.  OEHHA has been 
reviewing the SoCalGas air quality sampling data for some time now – they last issued a statement on 1/8.  Most of the 
findings I cite are pulled from their statements, so I’m not too worried about passing this around to others for internal 
EPA review, though feel free to do so if you think that would help.  Also feel free to edit as you see fit.  Let me know if 
you have any questions. 
 
Ken 
 
Kenneth Davidson 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of Transportation and Air Quality/Region 9 Air Division 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-6) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Phone: 415-972-3633 
FAX: 415-947-3583 
 

From: Lakin, Matt 
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:03 PM 
To: Davidson, Ken <Davidson.Ken@epa.gov> 
Cc: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator 
 
Ken, FYI, attached is the draft briefing paper. 
Matt 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D. 
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division 
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR-2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:20 PM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator 
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Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

From: Johnstone, Jeremy 
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:05 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn 
Subject: Draft revised briefing paper for the Administrator 
 
Please review/comment. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email: johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 



ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 
Briefing Paper 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Gas Release 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

8 January 2016  
(DRAFT) 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCalGas injects natural 
gas into abandoned oil reservoirs for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCalGas is a subsidiary of Sempra Energy Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that 
is leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet), one of the largest natural gas storage facilities in the United States. 

Porter Ranch, an affluent residential community of approximately 30,000 people, is located 
near the Aliso Canyon storage facility. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead, which is 
located on a ridgetop.    

 Current Status:  SoCalGas is the responsible party and is attempting to plug the leaking well, 
with a team of well control contractors. The geology of the area is complex and has 
complicated the well kill effort.  SoCalGas’s response thus far is on two fronts:  attempts to kill 
the well from the top and drilling relief wells to kill the well from the bottom. SoCal has 157 
people in their Incident Action Plan, working on this relief effort. 

Top Kill Efforts:  SoCalGas has attempted seven ‘top kill’ operations on SS 25, none 
successful.  At this time no additional top kill efforts are planned as SoCalGas has expressed  
concerns about such  efforts degrading the integrity of the existing well bore.   

Relief Wells:  SoCalGas is in the process of drilling two relief wells.  The first relief well is, 
as of 8 January, at approximately 6200 feet measured depth.  .  The drilling operation continues 
around the clock and Relief Well one is estimated to until at least the end of February to 
complete The relief well, if successful, will intercept the bottom of the leaking well and pump in 
cement to kill the well and stop the leaking gas.  This technique has had great success 
elsewhere in controlling well blow outs.  The second relief well will provide backup in case 
Relief Well 1 is unsuccessful in killing the well. Efforts are presently under way to ready Relief 
Well 2, which is scheduled to commence drilling on 1 February 2016.  



Release Mitigation Efforts:  Concurrent with efforts to kill the leaking well SoCalGas has 
been making efforts to minimize the amount and extent of the leak as it continues. First, it has 
been withdrawing gas from the Aliso Canyon field as much as they say is possible in order to 
reduce overall field pressure, which would reduce release rate.  Second, they have begun 
paying a series of “coalescer plates” over the point of release in an attempt to entrain any 
sprays and mists that are emitted.   Third, they plan to install and implement a gas capture 
system in which some amount of gas will be treated to remove the odorous mercaptans and 
then the remaining gas will be flared.  Work on a first phase of this project which is allowable 
under the facilities existing Title V permit will commence next week.  A second phase will 
require a new or modified Title V permit and SoCalGas has submitted an application for that to 
the local AQMD. 

Environmental and Public Health Issues:  Estimates of how much methane is leaking are not 
particularly reliable but are reported to be on the order of 2-3 million pounds per day.  

As of January 8, California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 
evaluated air sample data collected by SoCalGas during the period of the natural gas leak and 
concluded: 

• Overall, the available air sample data does not indicate that an acute toxicity health 
hazard exists in the Porter Ranch neighborhood as a result of the Aliso Canyon natural 
gas leak. 

• However, this does not mean that the adverse physical symptoms reported by many 
Porter Ranch neighborhood residents are not real. The natural gas odorants tert-butyl 
mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have strong odors which can be perceived at 
concentrations below the levels that can be detected in air samples. These odors can 
evoke physiological responses (e.g. nausea, headaches) without inducing more serious 
or longer-lasting health effects, such as eye or respiratory system damage. [Source: 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/OEHHAPorterRanchairsampleevalJan2
016.pdf] 

These conclusions are consistent with public health statements issued by the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health 
(http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf). 

In addition to methane, the SoCalGas air samples measured levels of certain volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and sulfur-containing compounds, including benzene, hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide, pollutants that can be harmful to human health if levels are high enough.  Key 
findings from OEHHA’s review of the data include: 

• The natural gas odorants tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene were not 
detected in the air samples and do not represent a toxic health risk, though odors that 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf


provoke health symptoms can occur at levels well below air sampling detection limits 
for these chemicals. 

• Measurements of methane show levels that are substantially below the flammability 
limit and do not represent an acute health risk. 

• Of the sampled VOCs, none were found to be above levels expected to result in adverse 
health effects. 

• Benzene, a VOC, tended to have the highest levels, though were still below levels 
expected to result in adverse health effects (the highest sampled benzene concentration 
was ~70% of the acute health benchmark, observed on 11/10/15 in the Porter Ranch 
Community). 

• The level of sulfur-containing compounds sampled in the area (hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide) were generally below detection limits and below levels expected to result 
in adverse health impacts, with one exception: 

o On 11/12/15, one air sample of hydrogen sulfide was above the acute health 
benchmark (183ppb, which exceeds the acute health benchmark of 30ppb) 

o This level has not been repeated in other samples and is considered to be 
anomalous. 

SoCalGas continues to conduct air quality sampling in the Porter Ranch area.  The South Coast 
Air Quality Management District has also deployed air quality monitoring equipment and 
services to the area to enhance data collection efforts 
(http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso-canyon-update/air-sampling).  
OEHHA, along with other relevant agencies, will continue to observe the measured data to 
evaluate possible health impacts as conditions change. 

Measurements of methane in nearby residential areas show levels that are substantially below 
the flammability limit and that do not represent an acute health risk. However, exposure to the 
mercaptan odorant additive in the natural gas can produce symptoms such as nausea, 
headaches, vomiting, abdominal discomfort, respiratory irritation and dizziness and residents 
have reported effects that are consistent with short term mecaptan exposure.  The LA County 
Department of Public Health has determined that the emissions from this incident are causing 
health effects to some Porter Ranch residents and has required SoCalGas to provide temporary 
relocation (see below).   

State Agencies: 

Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), Department of   
Conservation, Natural Resources Agency; 

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC); 

California Office of Emergency Services (OES);  

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA). 
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Local Agencies: 

Los Angeles County Fire/HazMat 

City of Los Angeles 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

DOGGR has issued two orders to SoCalGas, to provide information on the leaking well (18 
November) and to develop plans for expeditiously capturing the escaping gas, stopping the leak 
and communicating with state and local regulators (10 December). The 10 December order 
includes the convening of experts from the national laboratories (Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence 
Livermore and Sandia) to review data and assist DOGGR in evaluating SoCalGas’s plans for 
stopping the leak. 

The SCAQMD issued on 5 November a Notice to Comply to SoCalGas which directed 
SoCalGas to safely and expeditiously stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site 
and to prevent the release of the mercaptan odors from the natural gas leak that are impacting the 
nearby community.  On November 23, 2015, SCAQMD issued a Notice of Violation to 
SoCalGas for creating a Public Nuisance.  The notice of violation cited SoCalGas for daily 
nuisance violations beginning October 23, 2015 and continuing each day until odors from the 
leak no longer contribute to a public nuisance. The notice of violation also directed SoCalGas 
to expeditiously and safely stop the leak and expeditiously abate the release of air contaminants 
that are causing the public nuisance.  The SCAQMD has also filed a petition for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCalGas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor 
the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  The hearing 
on the petition will take place on 9 January. 

The CPUC is conducting an investigation to assess SoCalGas actions before and after the well 
failure that resulted in the methane gas release. This includes public notification and issues 
related to operation and maintenance of the storage facility.  CPUC has requested information 
from SoCalGas and, in coordination with DOGGR, directed SoCalGas to hire an independent, 
third party to conduct a root cause analysis of the well blow out. 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health ordered SoCalGas to provide temporary 
relocation to residents. As of 7 January, 2824 households had been offered temporary 
relocation, with an additional 1759 applications still being processed. SoCalGas has established 
a community center in Porter Ranch to answer questions and assist residents with temporary 
relocation and claims. 

The Los Angeles City Attorney announced a lawsuit against SoCalGas for its handling of the 
methane leak and the SCAQMD has cited SoCalGas for a public nuisance due to the odors from 
the mercaptan additive. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/nov-p62646.pdf?sfvrsn=6


Cal/EPA has contacted the Interagency Modeling and Atmospheric Assessment Center (IMAAC) 
for possible assistance in modeling the methane dispersion.  IMAAC is a federal interagency 
with expertise in plume and atmospheric modeling. 

EPA Activities: 

The Region is participating in a number of daily calls both with SoCalGas and public agencies, as 
well as  providing daily summaries.  On 15 December two on-scene coordinators participated in 
a site tour with the Los Angeles County Fire and Hazardous Materials Unit and representatives 
from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.  On 18 December the Region issued an 
information request to SoCalGas pursuant to the Clean Air Act Section 114.  SoCalGas made a 
substantial 1665 page submittal in response to the information request which we continue to 
evaluate.  The Region has been engaged in discussions with USDOT/PHMSA on the matter. On 7 
January the Region convened an incident-specific Regional Response Team call in order brief 
and ask for technical assistance from our federal partner agencies on the RRT.  On Monday 11 
January there will be a National Response Team call on the matter to again solicit technical 
support from other federal agencies. 

 

We are examining the possibility that this release may be a violation of the CAA Section 112(r) 
General Duty Clause.  (However, a 2006 EPA internal memo from Ann Klee, former general 
counsel, on the applicability of the General Duty Clause to liquefied natural gas facilities raises 
questions on GDC applicability to natural gas storage facilities).  

We are also evaluating the possibility of applying the CAA Section 303 Emergency Powers 
authority.  However it is not clear what additional actions EPA would require from SoCalGas 
under CAA 303 authority, beyond what SoCalGas is already doing to respond to the release. 

The most direct federal authority is held by the Department of Transportation, Office of 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration.  However the DOT authority has been 
delegated to California and it is not clear what, if any, action DOT is willing to take in this case. Commented [JJ2]: Discussion of authorities should be 

drafted by R9ORC, OGC and OECA 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Adams, Elizabeth
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 7:41 AM
To: Lakin, Matt;Rios, Gerardo
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Briefing Paper v13Jan15.docx; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

The latest on Aliso canyon for 2 pm meeting. 
 
Elizabeth Adams 
Acting Director, Air Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415-972-3183 
Cell: 415-297-4308 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 12:34:36 PM PST 
To: "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, 
"Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>, 
"Miller, Amy" <Miller.Amy@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Johnson, Kathleen" 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon 

Steven – Please see attached.  We will also hope to put out additional situation updates over the coming 
days.  Please feel free to contact me with questions. 
  
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email: johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
  

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 11:53 AM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon 
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Our updated briefing paper should suffice 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Daniel Meer 
Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
USEPA, Region 9 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 10:50:43 AM PST 
To: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>, 
"Miller, Amy" <Miller.Amy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Adams, Elizabeth" 
<Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 

Hi all – California Office of Emergency Services is convening a community meeting this 
Friday evening in Porter Ranch … it’s apparently going to be a panel of agencies and 
then public Q&A.  Jared has asked me to attend and report out on the meeting … 
unclear whether EPA would be asked to be part of the panel. 
 
In case I’m asked about EPA’s involvement or our planned actions, could you send me a 
short summary of the work your office has done and/or plans to do at this site?  I 
already have copies of our 12/18 request for information letter to Southern California 
Gas, our 12/24 response letter to Congressman Sherman, a copy of our desk statement, 
and the information on Aliso Canyon that has been included in the Region’s weekly 
reports to HQ over the past few months. 
 
I don’t need anything too detailed or polished, just the relevant info I should know in 
case I get any questions. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
slj 
 



ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 
Briefing Paper 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Gas Release 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

13 January 2016  
 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCalGas injects natural 
gas into abandoned oil reservoirs for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCalGas is a subsidiary of Sempra Energy Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that 
is leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 
bcf (billion cubic feet), one of the largest natural gas storage facilities in the United States. 

Porter Ranch, an affluent residential community of approximately 30,000 people, is located near 
the Aliso Canyon storage facility. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead, which is located on a 
ridgetop.    

 Current Status:  SoCalGas is the responsible party and is attempting to plug the leaking well, 
with a team of well control contractors. The geology of the area is complex and has complicated 
the well kill effort.  SoCalGas’s response thus far is on two fronts:  attempts to kill the well from 
the top and drilling relief wells to kill the well from the bottom. SoCal has 157 people in their 
Incident Action Plan, working on this relief effort. 

Top Kill Efforts:  SoCalGas has attempted seven ‘top kill’ operations on SS 25, none 
successful.  At this time no additional top kill efforts are planned as SoCalGas has expressed  
concerns about such  efforts degrading the integrity of the existing well bore.   

Relief Wells:  SoCalGas is in the process of drilling two relief wells.  The first relief well 
is, as of 13 January, at approximately 7600 feet measured depth.  .  The drilling operation 
continues around the clock and Relief Well one is estimated to until at least the end of February 
to complete The relief well, if successful, will intercept the bottom of the leaking well and pump 
in cement to kill the well and stop the leaking gas.  This technique has had great success 
elsewhere in controlling well blow outs.  The second relief well will provide backup in case 
Relief Well 1 is unsuccessful in killing the well. Efforts are presently under way to ready Relief 
Well 2, which is scheduled to commence drilling on 1 February 2016.  

Release Mitigation Efforts:  Concurrent with efforts to kill the leaking well SoCalGas 
has been making efforts to minimize the amount and extent of the leak as it continues. First, it 
has been withdrawing gas from the Aliso Canyon field as much as they say is possible in order to 
reduce overall field pressure, which would reduce release rate.  Second, they have begun paying 



a series of “coalescer plates” over the point of release in an attempt to entrain any sprays and 
mists that are emitted.   Third, they plan to install and implement a gas capture system in which 
some amount of gas will be treated to remove the odorous mercaptans and then the remaining 
gas will be flared.  Work on a first phase of this project which is allowable under the facilities 
existing Title V permit will commence soon.  A second phase will require a new or modified 
Title V permit and SoCalGas has submitted an application for that to the local AQMD. 

Environmental and Public Health Issues:  Estimates of how much methane is leaking are not 
particularly reliable but are reported to be on the order of 2-3 million pounds per day.  

As of January 8, California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 
evaluated air sample data collected by SoCalGas during the period of the natural gas leak and 
concluded: 

• Overall, the available air sample data does not indicate that an acute toxicity health 
hazard exists in the Porter Ranch neighborhood as a result of the Aliso Canyon natural 
gas leak. 

• However, this does not mean that the adverse physical symptoms reported by many 
Porter Ranch neighborhood residents are not real. The natural gas odorants tert-butyl 
mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have strong odors which can be perceived at 
concentrations below the levels that can be detected in air samples. These odors can 
evoke physiological responses (e.g. nausea, headaches) without inducing more serious or 
longer-lasting health effects, such as eye or respiratory system damage. [Source: 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/OEHHAPorterRanchairsampleevalJan201
6.pdf] 

These conclusions are consistent with public health statements issued by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf). 

In addition to methane, the SoCalGas air samples measured levels of certain volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and sulfur-containing compounds, including benzene, hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide, pollutants that can be harmful to human health if levels are high enough.  Key 
findings from OEHHA’s review of the data include: 

• The natural gas odorants tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene were not detected 
in the air samples and do not represent a toxic health risk, though odors that provoke 
health symptoms can occur at levels well below air sampling detection limits for these 
chemicals. 

• Measurements of methane show levels that are substantially below the flammability limit 
and do not represent an acute health risk. 

• Of the sampled VOCs, none were found to be above levels expected to result in adverse 
health effects. 

• Benzene, a VOC, tended to have the highest levels, though were still below levels 
expected to result in adverse health effects (the highest sampled benzene concentration 
was ~70% of the acute health benchmark, observed on 11/10/15 in the Porter Ranch 
Community). 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf


• The level of sulfur-containing compounds sampled in the area (hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide) were generally below detection limits and below levels expected to result 
in adverse health impacts.. 

SoCalGas continues to conduct air quality sampling in the Porter Ranch area.  The South Coast 
Air Quality Management District has also deployed air quality monitoring equipment and 
services to the area to enhance data collection efforts 
(http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso-canyon-update/air-sampling).  
OEHHA, along with other relevant agencies, will continue to observe the measured data to 
evaluate possible health impacts as conditions change. 

Regulatory Actions: State and local regulatory agencies and jurisdictions are involved with the 
response to this methane leak.  

State Agencies: 

Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), Department of   
Conservation, Natural Resources Agency; 

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC); 

California Office of Emergency Services (OES);  

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA). 

Local Agencies: 

Los Angeles County Fire/HazMat 

City of Los Angeles 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

DOGGR has issued two orders to SoCalGas, to provide information on the leaking well (18 
November) and to develop plans for expeditiously capturing the escaping gas, stopping the leak 
and communicating with state and local regulators (10 December). The 10 December order 
includes the convening of experts from the national laboratories (Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence 
Livermore and Sandia) to review data and assist DOGGR in evaluating SoCalGas’s plans for 
stopping the leak. 

The SCAQMD issued on 5 November a Notice to Comply to SoCalGas which directed 
SoCalGas to safely and expeditiously stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site 
and to prevent the release of the mercaptan odors from the natural gas leak that are impacting the 
nearby community.  On November 23, 2015, SCAQMD issued a Notice of Violation to 
SoCalGas for creating a Public Nuisance.  The notice of violation cited SoCalGas for daily 
nuisance violations beginning October 23, 2015 and continuing each day until odors from the 
leak no longer contribute to a public nuisance. The notice of violation also directed SoCalGas 
to expeditiously and safely stop the leak and expeditiously abate the release of air contaminants 

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/nov-p62646.pdf?sfvrsn=6


that are causing the public nuisance.  The SCAQMD has also filed a petition for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCalGas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor 
the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  The hearing 
on the petition commenced on 9 January. 

The CPUC is conducting an investigation to assess SoCalGas actions before and after the well 
failure that resulted in the methane gas release. This includes public notification and issues 
related to operation and maintenance of the storage facility.  CPUC has requested information 
from SoCalGas and, in coordination with DOGGR, directed SoCalGas to hire an independent, 
third party to conduct a root cause analysis of the well blow out. 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health ordered SoCalGas to provide temporary 
relocation to residents. As of 15 January, 2506 households had been offered temporary 
relocation, with an additional 2100 inquiries and applications still being processed. SoCalGas has 
established a community center in Porter Ranch to answer questions and assist residents with 
temporary relocation and claims. 

The Los Angeles City Attorney announced a lawsuit against SoCalGas for its handling of the 
methane leak and the SCAQMD has cited SoCalGas for a public nuisance due to the odors from 
the mercaptan additive. 

Cal/EPA has contacted the Interagency Modeling and Atmospheric Assessment Center 
(IMAAC) for possible assistance in modeling the methane dispersion.  IMAAC is a federal 
interagency with expertise in plume and atmospheric modeling. 

EPA Activities: 

Region 9 is closely monitoring the situation but EPA’s authorities and jurisdiction in responding 
directly to the release is limited.  The agency has concluded that the facility and release is not 
subject to CERCLA due to the petroleum exclusion rule.  The facility is also not subject to the 
Chemical Accident Prevention provisions of CAA §112(r).  The Agency could make a finding of 
imminent and substantial endangerment under CAA §303; however this is rarely used and only 
when a state has exhausted all of its resources and there is a gap in being able to order injunctive 
relief. 
 

The Region is participating in a number of daily calls both with SoCalGas and public agencies, 
as well as providing daily summaries.  On 15 December two on-scene coordinators participated 
in a site tour with the Los Angeles County Fire and Hazardous Materials Unit and 
representatives from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.  On 18 December the Region 
issued an information request to SoCalGas pursuant to the Clean Air Act Section 114.  SoCalGas 
made a substantial 1665 page submittal in response to the information request which we continue 
to evaluate.  The Region has been engaged in discussions with USDOT/PHMSA on the matter. 
On 7 January the Region convened an incident-specific Regional Response Team call in order 
brief and ask for technical assistance from our federal partner agencies on the RRT.  On Monday 



11 January there was a National Response Team call on the matter to again solicit technical 
support from other federal agencies.  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Adams, Elizabeth
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 7:05 PM
To: Lakin, Matt
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYI. 
 
Elizabeth Adams 
Acting Director, Air Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415-972-3183 
Cell: 415-297-4308 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 7, 2016 at 5:10:24 PM PST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, 
"Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, 
"Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Cheatham, 
Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 

We still owe you a summary of the RRT call which we will send later tonight. Not much new 
information.  Several PHMSA staff on the call.   
  
But here’s the latest update from today.  Note the highlighted narrative especially with regard to gas 
capture system. 
  
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
  

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; 
Cheatham, Reggie <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, 
Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; 
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Schumann, Jean <Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, 
Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
Update for 7 January 2016 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  
  



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds are  ca lm .  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 

successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 

6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 

leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 

covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0


of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lakin, Matt
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:59 PM
To: Jordan, Deborah
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: RE: Two things re: Janet Briefing on Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thanks, Debbie. 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D. 
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division 
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR-2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Jordan, Deborah 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:58 PM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Two things re: Janet Briefing on Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 

 
Hi Matt, 
 
SoCal Gas went over a basic ppt with us – I’ll have it scanned and sent first thing in the morning. 
 
The purpose for tomorrow is to provide information to Janet, so your agenda makes perfect sense, except that I think 
item 1 should also be led by R9.  OAR (OAP staff and Joe) may want to add to what the Region says, but, as far as I know, 
OAR hasn’t been involved enough to provide the background briefing other than from what was transmitted at the 
SoCal Gas meeting. 
 
Thanks a lot, Matt. 
 
Debbie 
 

From: Lakin, Matt 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 6:33 PM 
To: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: Two things re: Janet Briefing on Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 

 
Debbie, 
 
For the Janet briefing tomorrow, Enrique asked me to follow-up with you on two things.  First, his managers are asking if 
we could get copies of any materials presented to you and Janet by SoCal Gas.  And second, he wanted to clarify the 
agenda for the briefing.  It sounds like it might be something like: 
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1. General background information on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak (for Janet, lead by OAR, with R9 filling in 
gaps). 

2. Update on OAR meeting with SoCal gas (for R9, provided by OAR). 
3. Update on SCAQMD and CPUC/DOGGR activities and Regional efforts (for OAR, provided by R9). 

 
Do you have an agenda already pulled together, or something to add/change on that list? 
 
Thanks, 
Matt 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D. 
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division 
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR-2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:56 PM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 

Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:26 PM 
To: Deborah Jordan <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
Per my previous email. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 

Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:17 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
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Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s 
staff including Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles 
office. The media has been reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more 
accurately be characterized that we have sent an information request to SoCal Gas under Section 
114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking into whether there may be any other 
jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I have yet to hear where 
that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their responses to our 
Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some 
additional time to submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am 
copying my colleagues in our Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on this reply to make them aware of this new 
Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter 
from Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
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From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov<mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at 
Southern California Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new 
solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties available under the law if the utility is found to be 
negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of exposure to mercaptans or 
other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from 
the Risk Management Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lakin, Matt
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:33 PM
To: Jordan, Deborah
Cc: Adams, Elizabeth
Subject: Two things re: Janet Briefing on Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Letter to The Hon. 

Brad Sherman.pdf; ATT00002.htm; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso 
Ca....pdf; ATT00004.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Debbie, 
 
For the Janet briefing tomorrow, Enrique asked me to follow-up with you on two things.  First, his managers are asking if 
we could get copies of any materials presented to you and Janet by SoCal Gas.  And second, he wanted to clarify the 
agenda for the briefing.  It sounds like it might be something like: 
 

1. General background information on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak (for Janet, lead by OAR, with R9 filling in 
gaps). 

2. Update on OAR meeting with SoCal gas (for R9, provided by OAR). 
3. Update on SCAQMD and CPUC/DOGGR activities and Regional efforts (for OAR, provided by R9). 

 
Do you have an agenda already pulled together, or something to add/change on that list? 
 
Thanks, 
Matt 
 
_________________________________ 
Matthew Lakin, Ph.D. 
Acting Deputy Director, Air Division 
US EPA, Region 9 (AIR-2) | 75 Hawthorne St. | San Francisco, CA 94105 
P: 415.972.3851 | E: Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov 
 

From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:56 PM 
To: Lakin, Matt <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
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From: Manzanilla, Enrique 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:26 PM 
To: Deborah Jordan <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
Per my previous email. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:17 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s 
staff including Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles 
office. The media has been reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more 
accurately be characterized that we have sent an information request to SoCal Gas under Section 
114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking into whether there may be any other 
jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I have yet to hear where 
that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their responses to our 
Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some 
additional time to submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am 
copying my colleagues in our Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on this reply to make them aware of this new 
Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
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I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter 
from Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov<mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at 
Southern California Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new 
solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties available under the law if the utility is found to be 
negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of exposure to mercaptans or 
other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from 
the Risk Management Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:00 PM
To: Allen, HarryL;Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, 
Fatima;Benson, Craig

Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 30 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf; Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 

Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.docx

Updates are in yellow. 
 
 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
30 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.  

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months. 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.  
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3. 
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.  
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 

well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 
 

  



Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811


PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
30 December 2015  
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.  

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months. 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 

well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 
 

  



Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi. 
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii. After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight. 
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4): Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
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House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT. 
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th. 
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 



4

WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
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Social Media: 
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article, EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016. 
 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Weber, Fe
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 11:17 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: RE: Weekly Report Items
Attachments: WEEKLY REPORT. Dec 22docx.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Kay, 
 
Please see attached.  Thanks, 
 
Fe Weber 
Superfund Division, SFD-9 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Reg 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 972-3435 
 

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 11:01 AM 
To: Weber, Fe <Weber.Fe@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Weekly Report Items 

 
Hi Fe 
 
Can you send me last weeks branch weekly, 
 
I can't seem to find it 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 29, 2015, at 10:44 AM, Weber, Fe <Weber.Fe@epa.gov> wrote: 

Thank you!  We appreciate your quick response. 
  
Have a wonderful “New Year”! 
  
Fe Weber 
Superfund Division, SFD-9 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Reg 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 972-3435 
  
From: Bill Jones [mailto:billjonesepa@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:41 AM 
To: Weber, Fe <Weber.Fe@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Weekly Report Items 
 
Fe, 
 
I am locked out of my office laptop due to a Smart Card error. Computer folks are trying to fix 
it.  They don't know how long it will take.  Thus, I am sending weekly items via my personal 
account.  Sorry about that....please confirm receipt and let me know if you have questions/want 
something different.  Thanks. 
 
Items for the Upcoming Next Week Section: 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation 
Meeting 
On January 6, EPA will lead a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency 
officials (e.g., Cal OES, Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency 
Planning Committees and industry associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation (Contact: 
Bill Jones, 619-235-4776). 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - Tri-Chair Meeting 
EPA, OSHA and DHS, the EO 13650 Tri-chairs, will meet in Oakland on January 6 to discuss 
FY16 implementation plans including outreach and training, data exchange, and inspection 
collaboration and referral (Contact: Bill Jones, 619-235-4776). 
 



WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Week of December 25, 2015 

SFD-9 
Superfund Division 

Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
 

   
Highlight of Past Week 
 
Aliso Canyon Methane Leak:  On 22 December, the Southern California Gas Company began 
a 'top kill' operation, to attempt to shut off the flow of methane from the leaking well SS 25 in 
their Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility.  Well SS 25 has blew out on 23 October.  The 
top kill attempt will pump approximately 300 barrels of fluid, starting with a bentonite slurry, 
followed by diatomaceous earth and ending with a mixture of pecan and walnut shells.  The 
weather is favorable, with a light drizzle and low winds.  The main health and safety concern is 
fluid kick back and run off from the SS 25 well head.  We should know several hours after the 
operation begins whether this attempt has been successful.   
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 weeks out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures Enforcement Action:  On December 15, 2015 we received a 
signed Consent Agreement/Final Order, resolving violations of Section 112(r) of the Clean Air 
Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 7412 (r) and 40 CFR Part 112. The CA/FO requires PGV to pay a civil 
penalty of $76,500 to resolve claims related to their operation of the geothermal power plant in 
Pahoa, Hawaii. These claims relate to PGV's failure to operate a safe facility and failure to 
adhere to the Chemical Accident Prevention provisions of the Risk Management Program.  We 
plan to issue this civil administrative enforcement action early in 2016.   
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Training, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagements 
 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 



 
 
 
Other Information 
 

 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 12:43 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared;Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 21Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New Information Shaded Yellow. 
 
Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets with any significant 
developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their 
bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February but will most likely be sooner. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

21 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 

DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 

these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 

government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 

Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 

run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use ‘end of 

February’ as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 

January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 

well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not 

sooner”.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 

performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-

25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 

preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 

pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 

components to the site  



 

Gas Capture Options: 

 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 

and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 

national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 



 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 

leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 3:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - 
Do Not Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
 
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
 
Corrected bullet here: 
 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a 
methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

19 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 

with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 

elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 

SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 

is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not sooner”.  

Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 

greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 

SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16.pdf; SoCalGas Methane Capture Plan Letter 
01.18.2016.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Effective today, these updates will be send twice weekly, on a Monday/Thursday 
schedule.  Significant events on other days will be communicated via email. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

19 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 

with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 

elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 

SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 

is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not sooner”.  

Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 

greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 

SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 



On 18 November SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html


 

Dennis V. Arriola  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

 
555 W. 5th Street, M.L. GT-21C1  

Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
 

Tel: 213.244.3800  
Fax: 213.244.8293  

DArriola@SempraUtilities.com 
 

January 18, 2016 

 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  
Governor, State of California  
State Capitol, Suite 1173  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown:  

As you are aware, we have been evaluating since November various options to safely capture 
and process the gas leaking from the SS25 well at our Aliso Canyon facility.  I write to advise you 
that after consultation with our safety team as well as state regulators, we have determined 
that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without 
adding unnecessary safety risks. While keeping state and local agencies fully informed, we have 
used our best efforts to develop and consider multiple plans to safely capture and process the 
gas.  Unfortunately, none of the identified plans adequately address these safety risks to our 
satisfaction.   

As a result, we have decided to end this component of our ongoing mitigation program.   

Our highest priority has been and continues to be to safely seal the SS25 well as quickly as 
possible.  To that end, we continue to make excellent progress on our relief well operations.  
We currently believe that we will be in a position to intercept SS25 and stop the leak by late 
February, if not sooner.   
  
In the interim, and consistent with your January 6, 2016 Order, we have been delivering as 
much gas as we can to our customers from the Aliso Canyon storage facility, while still 
providing reliable service.  According to the California Air Resources Board, these efforts have 
reduced the volume of escaping gas by over 60 percent since November 28.  In addition, we 
continue to provide homes in the vicinity with free whole-house air purification and plug-in air 
purifiers that remove natural gas odorant.  We install approximately 200 air purification 
systems per day, and we are confident that these systems have been effective in improving air 



quality in the community.  Finally, we continue to implement our relocation services to provide 
reasonable alternative accommodations to those residents who chose to leave the immediate 
area.  We believe that these steps have safely reduced the amount of methane that is being 
emitted, as well as the impact on the community near our facility, as our relief well operations 
move forward.   

Please let me know if you have any questions concerning our decision to discontinue work on 
the proposed methane capture and processing system.  We will, of course, keep you fully 
apprised of our progress on all other aspects of our operations to fully and finally resolve the 
SS25 gas leak.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Arriola 
President and CEO 
Southern California Gas Company  
 
 
 
cc:  
 
Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD 
Robert Weisenmiller, CEC 
Michael Picker, CPUC 
Richard Corey, CARB 
Al Walker, DOGGR 
Jason Marshall, DOC 
Elizavita Melashanko, CPUC SED 
Ken Bruno, CPUC SED 
Mary Ann Efron, Cal OSHA 
Robert Salgado, Cal OSHA 
Chief Dave Stone, Cal OES 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 14 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 14Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information highlighted yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

Subject: Internal Aliso Canyon All Hands
Location: R9SF-Room-19320-22-Yurok

Start: Thu 1/14/2016 2:00 PM
End: Thu 1/14/2016 3:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Meer, Daniel
Required Attendees: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; enrique manzanilla 

(Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov); Johnson, Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Maier, Brent; Zito, Kelly; 
Keener, Bill; Minor, Dustin; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt; Kao, Jessica; 
Basinger, David; Chew, Andrew; Moore, Letitia

Optional Attendees: Jackson, Clarice; Rios, Gerardo; Albright, David; Robin, George

Hello Everyone,  
 
Please note: 
 
Call In # :  (866) 299-3188 
Conf. Code:  4159722020 
 
Thank you! 



 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Inter-Divisional Update 
14 January 2016 
Agenda (Draft) 

 
 
 

Objective – Situational awareness and coordination of related R9 activities 
 
 

1. SoCalGas Operations – Meer 
a. Well 25-SS 
b. Relief Well 1 
c. Relief Well 2 
d. Gas Capture System 

 
2. External Communications 

a. SFD 
b. Air 
c. Enforcement 
d. ORC 

 
3. Controlled Correspondence – OPA, ORC (Moore) 

a. Rep. Sherman 5 Jan letter 
b. House Committee on Energy and Commerce 6 Jan letter 
c. Sens. Boxer/Feinstein 13 Jan letter 
d. FOIAs (3?) 

 
4. Upcoming / Other 

a. Fri 15 Jan community meeting 
b. Status of agency position re authorities/jurisdictions  
c. Agency activities/posture – response vs. enforcement 
d. CAA 114 Information Request & SocalGas Response 
e. Other 

 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:12 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.11.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

11 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 

 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 

staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 

Canyon.  Our main ‘ask’ is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 

National Labs) that can advise and consult on the  design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas. 

 On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a 

federal task force of well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and 
operation of the Gas Capture and Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas. The 
Department of Energy representative on the NRT call will take this request back to the 

DOE fossil energy and science and technology programs regarding experts that might 

be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS and Bureau of Safety and 



Environmenta l Enforcement may also have some expertise. Mike Faulkner, the NRT 
executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather  is  fo reca s t  fo r  high winds  to  re sume .   This  could  

impac t  work  occurr ing a t  S S - 25  ( fo r  example ,  ins ta lla t ion o f the  4 t h  
coa lesc ing tray) .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 
• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  
The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 
The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 
  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 Drilling has reached approximately 7197 feet. Ranging run #11 is being 

performed today. Relief well #1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or 
early March. Drilling will slow significantly as they approach 8000 feet because the 

ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency, to accurately establish the 
position of RW#1 in relation to SS-25. Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

SoCal Gas is preparing to put down the cement/soil slurry on Relief Well #2 
drilling pad. 

Gas Capture Options:  



 SoCal Gas received permiss ion from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installa t ion of additiona l equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additiona l work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the applicat ion so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 

will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system.  

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 

Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 



On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  
 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change


 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Compilation of Stories 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html


1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:41 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy; Johnson, Kathleen; Cheatham, Reggie; Tulis, Dana; Keener, Bill; 

Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah; Quast, Sylvia; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Boone, David; 

Eoc, Epahq; Lee, Eugene; Schumann, Jean; Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Zito, Kelly; 
Zabel, Allan; Kao, Jessica; Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 8 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.08.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
8 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 

White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 

EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 

staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 

of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 

Canyon.  Our main ‘ask’ is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 

National Labs) that can advise and consult on the design, operation and safety aspects 

of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas.  

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather is  forecast  to be  clear and sunny.   
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 



• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 

installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 

 Drilling has reached approximately 6460 feet. Ranging run #10 is scheduled for a 
depth of approximately 6610 feet. 

 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

The clear weather should allow for continued preparation of the drill pad for 

RW#2. 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment  that is not 

covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 

sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 

will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 

considered in the design of the gas capture system.  



Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 

Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 

January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  



Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds are  ca lm .  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 

successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 

6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 

leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 

covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0


of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Update for 6 January. 
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415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

6 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   

• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 
Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 

both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 

McCabe. 
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 

incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 

Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 

a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 

additional documents forthcoming.  

• On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfe ld had a ‘meet and greet’ with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 

Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 

Websites): 

Weather: Rain and low visibility in the area continued on 6 January. Access  to  S S  25  

and  Re lie f Well N umber  2  continue s  to  be  re s tr ic ted ,  fo r  sa fe ty reasons .  

  
Well Management:  

SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 
• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  



• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  
The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 

secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be 
conducted, to precisely locate relief well#1 in relation to SS25. SoCal Gas estimates that 
they should reach approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling 
stays on schedule.  The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks 

because the range runs will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can 
intercept the bottom of SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of 
the drilling of the last 500 feet will be much slower. 
 

Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed successfully and 

drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 6000 feet.  The P-
39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad. PS-20 has been shut in 
due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 has been pushed back to 1 
February, weather permitting. 

The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the wet 
weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for the drill 

pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 

only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 

into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifo ld and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 

project. Additiona lly, on 3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates”  
under the steel bridge and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain 

any oil mists that emit from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The 
other two coalesce plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather 
permitt ing. 

SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 



Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 

homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 

limits is expected to come on line this week. SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the 
revised air monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal 
Gas is revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence 

line of the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 
hour continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

 

 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to 

the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident ’. 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   



  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 

relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
5 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   

• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 

both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 

• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 

McCabe. 

• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 

incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 

Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 

a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 

CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 

additional documents forthcoming. 

• On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld had a ‘meet and greet’ with Ken 

Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal  

Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 

Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week. 

V i s ib i l i t y  i s  l im i t ed  a t  t h e  we l l  s i t e s  an d  acces s  t o  SS  25  an d  R e l i e f  

W el l  Num b er  2  ha s  b een  cu r t a i l ed .  

  

Well Management:  



SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  

A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 

secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 

ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 

schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 

months. 

Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be conducted, to precisely 

locate the well bore in relation to SS-25. SoCal Gas estimates that they should reach 

approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling stays on schedule.  
The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks because the range runs 

will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can intercept the bottom of 

SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of the drilling of the last 

500 feet will be much slower. 
 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

PS-20 has been shut in due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 

has been pushed back to 1 February, weather permitting. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 

kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 

well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 

pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 

may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 

head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 

bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 

size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 

for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 

only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  

This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 

into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifol d and 

transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 

preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 

project. The flaring operation will require a permit from SCAQMD. Additionally, 

on 3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates” under the steel bridge 

and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any oil mists that emit 



from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce 

plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitting.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 

the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 

homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 

submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 

limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 

January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 

the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 

relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 

on 11 Jan where space is available.  

  



SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
 
 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:49 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy; Johnson, Kathleen; Cheatham, Reggie; Tulis, Dana; Keener, Bill; 

Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah; Quast, Sylvia; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Boone, David; 

Eoc, Epahq; Lee, Eugene; Schumann, Jean
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 4 January is attached. 
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

4 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   

• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 
Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 

both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 

McCabe. 
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 

incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 

Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 

a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 

additional documents forthcoming.  
 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 

Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 

secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 

well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 

head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 

size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 

seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 

of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary application to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona lly, on 

3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates” under the ste el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 

the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 

the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 

submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. 
 

 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 

relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:42 AM
To: Eoc, Epahq; Johnson, Kathleen; Keener, Bill; Lee, Eugene; Lindsay, Nancy; Manzanilla, 

Enrique; Moore, Letitia; Quast, Sylvia; Schumann, Jean; Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL; Benson, Craig; Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.24.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

24 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Weather:  Weather is rainy with winds expected to increase over the next several days, 
with wind gusts up to 80 mph. High winds will affect the drilling of relief well #1 and 
preparation of well pad for relief well #2. 

 Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  P-39A remains on schedule. A cement plug was installed and 
they are cementing the 9 5/8” intermediate casing to 3682 feet.  They are waiting on cement 
delivery and working on the well head and will resume drilling in a few days. 

 Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and it now looks 
like they will need to move closer to 72,000 cy of dirt.  The increased amount of grading is being 
done to improve the stability of the well pad. 

 Kill Attempt on SS-25:  With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they are assessing 
the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head.  Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud is on the bridge, causing it to bow.  There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt.  The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably.  This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge.  They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 



bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe.  If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head. 

 Air Monitoring:  Air monitoring continues as 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility.  

 Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center, 290 visitors on 23 December.  They also had 12 media inquiries and are 
overwhelmed with information and data requests from all levels of government. 

 Gas Capture Options:  AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head.  The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal.  Previously, SoCal Gas 
was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, 
either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal.  SCAQMD pointed out that they 
would need permits for either of those options.  Gas capture would require them to construct a 
platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned.  It did not sound 
like there were many feasible options for gas capture. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 



mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Sunday, January 24, 2016 4:54 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 21Jan16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Nitin 
 
Per our discussion last Friday, we will join you for the nrt call (will you all be back to work after all the snow?).  
 
Please note the item below on gas withdrawals and the state's concerns about withdrawals and their impact on gas 
availability and reliability.  The senators letters from mid January requested an analysis of withdrawal amounts.   It 
would seem appropriate to ascertain whether phmsa or DOE labs have evaluated the state's posture on withdrawals 
from both a technical and reliability perspective.  Press reports this weekend indicate that Methane releases have 
decreased significantly since a peak in November because of the withdrawals to date. 
 
There seems to be good progress on the relief well.  Again, it would be interesting to hear from phmsa and DOE on relief 
wells.  I assume the state has engaged them directly. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 21, 2016 at 12:42:57 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, 
Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, 
Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, 
"Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Irizarry, Gilberto" <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>, "Adams, 
Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 

New Information Shaded Yellow.   
  
Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets 
with any significant developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ 
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mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February 
but will most likely be sooner. 
  
Dan 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  
  



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

21 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 

DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 

these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 

government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 

Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 

run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use ‘end of 

February’ as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 

January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 

well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not 

sooner”.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 

performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-

25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 

preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 

pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 

components to the site  



 

Gas Capture Options: 

 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 

and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 

national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 



 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 

leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin;lynn.slepski@dot.gov;Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnson, Kathleen;Quast, 

Sylvia;Moore, Letitia;Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf; SoCAL Gas Request for Info.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 



2

 
Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on-scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1-866-462-0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 
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Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 

o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 
 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 

o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
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o 3,660 pending relocation 
 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 

o Data uploaded yesterday 

o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 

o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 

o HMZ meeting Jan 9 
 

 Q&A 

o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 
invited—yes 

 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 
area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California 

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7-inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground. 

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego. 

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long-term health problems,” fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half-mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.” 

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 

o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 
help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole-house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 
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specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet-friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on-schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late-February to late-March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it. 

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation. 
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year. 

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies. 

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul-smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16 http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-declaration-gas-leak-35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 

o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 
that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 
company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/ 
SoCalGas Emergency webpage https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-information/emergency-response 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map 
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102 
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency-
over-porter-ranch-gas-leak 
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
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Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
 



S	. 
s} 

BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:51 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lindsay, Nancy
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thanks Kay. That's helpful. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:49 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

I spoke with Nathan A. Schoenkin the POC listed below. 
 
He and his colleague Terry Larson have been covering the 9 am IC call for the incident. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:28 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

I will. Thanks. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:24 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Do you want me to share the incoming PHMSA coordination email with 
Bret and Sylvia for the benefit of the 2 pm call with Feinstein's staff? 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:21 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Letitia sent the 114 to the following folks 
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DOT/PHMSA Attorney, Bryn Karaus, 
 
 
CPUC Enforcement Manager, Kenneth Bruno, Jack 
Mulligan. 
 
The IC calls at 9 PST do not include a role call so I do not 
know who has been participating. 
 
I will call the POC listed below to follow up. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:06 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Who from phmsa has been on daily 
calls?  Same as below - see chain. 
 
Who from phmsa received a copy of our 
response to Sherman? 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Natarajan, 
Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.
gov> 
Date: December 30, 
2015 at 12:47:02 PM 
PST 
To: 
"lynn.slepski@dot.gov" 
<lynn.slepski@dot.gov>
, "Parrish, Cayce" 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.go
v> 
Cc: 
"nathan.schoenkin@do
t.gov" 
<nathan.schoenkin@do
t.gov>, "Manzanilla, 
Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@e
pa.gov> 
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Subject: RE: Aliso 
Canyon Methane Leak 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching 
out. Our R9 staff have 
been involved and have 
been participating in 
the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff 
are the ones engaged. 
We had two on-scene 
coordinators 
participate in the site 
visit earlier this month 
and are continuing to 
examine EPA impacts 
and are available to 
support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, 
please feel free to 
reach out. 
  
N 
  
___________________
_____ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant 
Administrator 
Office of Land and 
Emergency 
Management 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  

From: 
lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
[mailto:lynn.slepski@d
ot.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, 
December 30, 2015 
3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.
gov>; Parrish, Cayce 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.go
v> 
Cc: 



4

nathan.schoenkin@dot.
gov; 
lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: 
Aliso Canyon Methane 
Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the 
Pipelines and 
Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 
to reach out to EPA to 
determine if you are 
aware of and 
monitoring the Aliso 
Canyon Methane Leak. 
PHMSA is providing 
technical assistance to 
the California Public 
Utilities Commission 
which is the State 
pipeline safety 
program. 
  

Background: 
The pipeline 
safety statutes 
allow for States 
to assume 
safety authority 
over the 
intrastate gas 
and hazardous 
liquid pipelines 
through 
Certifications 
and 
Agreements 
with PHMSA 
under 49 U.S.C. 
§§ 60105- 
60106. To 
participate in 
the pipeline 
safety program 
States must 
adopt the 
minimum 
pipeline safety 
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regulations; 
however, States 
may pass more 
stringent 
regulations for 
pipeline safety 
through their 
State 
Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also 
monitoring a SoCalGas 
daily call which takes 
place at 1200 Eastern. 
The call in number for 
the conference line is 1-
866-462-0164, and the 
participant code is 
*1540875*. The air 
quality data that 
SoCalGas has uploaded 
can be found here, but 
as you can see the last 
data set is December 
17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke 
today with the HHS SOC 
as well as Mark Young 
who is one of the 
Region 9 ECs. They have 
not received any 
requests for assistance 
from the State or locals. 
Likewise I spoke with 
Bill Rich who is the 
Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the 
CDC’s National Center 
for Environmental 
Health. He also 
confirmed that CDC has 
not received had not 
received any requests 
for assistance from the 
state or locals. There 
had been a previous RFI 
on the 18th, again to 
ask whether CDC had 
received any requests 
for assistance. ATSDR 
has an LNO imbedded 
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with the EOC for 
situational awareness. 
He thought that EPA 
also had an LNO 
imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to 
confirm that EPA is 
aware and 
monitoring—why I am 
coming to you.  I also 
providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) 
should have a need to 
speak with someone 
from that 
Administration. 
  

Nathan A. 
Schoenkin 
Compliance 
Specialist 
Emergency 
Support & 
Security 
Pipeline and 
Hazardous 
Materials 
Safety 
Administration 
Office: 202-
366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-
1978 
E-mail: 
nathan.schoenk
in@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes 
from yesterday’s call 
with some background 
info that I put together 
for my management. 
Should you have 
questions, please feel 
free to contact me on 
my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
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CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, 
PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, 
FAAN 
Senior Public Health 
Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, 
Security and Emergency 
Response 
Office of the Secretary 
of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A 
(OST) 
Sent: Tuesday, 
December 29, 2015 
3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard 
(OST); Hinz, Deborah 
(OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna 
(OST); Slepski, Lynn A 
(OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 
Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened 
by Jeff Salizar at 0900 
local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy 
Cho). They are 
prepping for 
next week’s 
storm effects 
for incoming 
storm 

o SS25 
(2nd 
relief 
well). 
Making 
progres
s down 
~ 2000 
feet. 
May be 
delayed 
becaus
e of 
storm. 



8

o NOTE: 
No 
definiti
ve 
mitigati
on or 
remedi
ation 
“plan” 
referen
ced on 
website
. 
 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) 

meetin
g 
tonight 

o LA 
Unified 
School 
District 
meetin
g to 
discuss 
return 
to 
school 
schedul
ed for 
Jan 11 
(which 
is 
pretty 
late). 
 N
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s
. 

o Relocati
on 
center 
has 
receive
d 7,100 
calls 
(unclea
r over 
what 
time 
frame
—event 
began 
Oct 23) 

o 2,292 in 
(or 
have 
accepte
d) 
tempor
ary 
housing 

o 3,660 
pendin
g 
relocati
on 
 

 ENV/Health 
(Jill) 

o Air 
monito
ring 
continu
ing 

o Data 
upload
ed 
yesterd
ay 

o Continu
ing to 
“correc
t” data 
and 
new 
data 
should 
be 



12

update
d later 
this 
mornin
g 

o 3 PM 
call 
today 
to 
discuss 
revised 
air 
quality 
monito
ring 
plan 

o HMZ 
meetin
g Jan 9 
 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM 

asked if 
they 
could 
be 
include
d in 
Methan
e 
capture 
meetin
g on 
Thursd
ay. To 
date 
only 
fire 
captain 
was 
invited
—yes 
 I

n 
p
e
r
s
o
n 
m
e
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e
t
i
n
g
, 
b
u
t 
w
i
l
l 
b
e 
a
d
d
i
n
g 
p
h
o
n
e 
l
i
n
e
s 

o LA PH. 
May be 
unable 
to 
provide 
comme
nt on 
propos
ed 
change
s to air 
quality 
monito
ring 

o LA PH. 
They 
have a 
handful 
of 
people 
experie



14

ncing 
odors 
and 
sympto
ms, but 
are 
outside 
of 
zipcode 
catchm
ent 
area in 
the 
“Chatw
orth” 
section 
(appare
ntly in a 
hilly 
terrain)
. They 
have 
attemp
ted to 
get 
services
, but 
have 
been 
denied 
–Send 
them 
over. 
We’ll 
get 
them 
connect
ed. Do 
they 
want 
air 
purifica
tion or 
tempor
ary 
housing
? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. 
Next call scheduled for 
tomorrow morning. 
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I spoke with Nathan 
again. He had been 
instructed to contact 
HHS when the incident 
occurred. He spoke 
with the SOC and was 
told they were not 
involved. He also 
contacted EPA and was 
told that because there 
were no immediate 
health effects, that they 
are not getting 
involved. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered 
on Oct 23 from 
an 
underground 
well of the Aliso 
Canyon storage 
facility in the 
Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is 
one of four 
storage 
facilities in 
Southern 
California 

o Aliso Canyon 
opened in 1972 
and uses a 7-
inch pipe that 
descends 8,500 
feet to a 
natural gas 
deposit 
underground. 

o SoCalGas has 
been in 
operation 140 
years. It is the 
nation's largest 
natural gas 
distribution 
utility, 
providing 
service to 21.4 
million 
consumers 
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connected 
through 5.9 
million meters 
in more than 
500 
communities. 
The company's 
service territory 
encompasses 
approximately 
20,000 square 
miles 
throughout 
central and 
Southern 
California, from 
Visalia to the 
Mexican 
border. 
Southern 
California Gas 
Co. is a 
regulated 
subsidiary of 
Sempra Energy 
(NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 
energy services 
holding 
company based 
in San Diego. 

o The storage site 
is spilling 1,200 
tons of 
methane each 
day. (Estimated 
800,000 metric 
tons had been 
spewed by Nov 
20th). 

o SoCal states the 
well is more 
than 1 mile 
away and 1,200 
feet in 
elevation above 
the nearest 
homes in the 
Porter Ranch 
area. “Methane 
level readings 
in Porter Ranch 
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are 
substantially 
lower than 
flammable 
limits, and do 
not pose a 
health concern 
to residents in 
the area.” 

o Methane is a 
major 
greenhouse 
gas, and the 
well is 
contributing 
about a quarter 
of the state’s 
total output of 
methane. 

o Per LA County 
Department of 
health fact 
sheet 
“Exposures to 
these chemicals 
are generally 
not expected to 
lead to 
permanent or 
long-term 
health 
problems,” fact 
sheet in 
November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA 
has placed a 
TFR over the 
well site which 
extends to 
March 8, 2016 
(half-mile 
radius of the 
site , up to 
2,000 feet 
above the 
surface. SoCal 
saying that it 
was requested 
to stop 
distractions by 
overflying 
planes to the 
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well workers. 
However they 
quote an FAA 
spokesman 
email from 
Allen Kenitzer 
that he 
believed the 
order was 
requested “out 
of concerns 
that fumes 
from the gas 
leak could be 
ignited from 
the air.” 

o SoCal Gas is the 
largest gas 
distributor in 
the county. 
https://www.ali
soupdates.com
/main 

o They 
are 
offering 
custom
ers air 
purificat
ion and 
weather
ization 
services 
to local 
resident
s in the 
91326 
zip code 
to help 
with the 
odor 
proble
m. They 
are 
working 
with a 
licensed 
Heating 
Ventilati
on and 
Air 
Conditi
oning 
(HVAC) 
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contract
or to 
provide 
whole-
house 
air 
purificat
ion by 
replacin
g the 
standar
d air 
filter(s) 
in  HVA
C 
systems 
with a 
speciall
y 
designe
d 
activate
d 
carbon 
filter 
that can 
remove 
the 
compou
nds 
found in 
natural 
gas and 
its 
odorant 
from 
the air 
in 
custom
er 
homes. 

o They 
are also 
offering 
to 
reimbu
rse for 
certifie
d 
Californ
ia Air 
Resourc
es 
Board 
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approv
ed 
systems 
if 
homeo
wners 
want to 
purchas
e on 
their 
own. 

o They 
are also 
offering 
providi
ng free, 
tempor
ary 
housing 
accom
modati
ons, 
includin
g 
locatio
ns that 
can 
accom
modate 
residen
ts with 
disabilit
ies and 
people 
with 
access 
and 
functio
nal 
needs. 
And for 
residen
ts with 
pets, 
they 
have 
arrange
d pet-
friendly 
locatio
ns. 
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o They 
intent 
to stop 
using 
the well 
after 
the leak 
is fixed. 
They 
caution 
that it 
could 
take 
months 
to stop 
the 
seepag
e. 

o SoCalGas is also 
working with 
some of the 
world's most 
experienced 
engineering 
firms to 
develop 
innovative 
approaches to 
capturing the 
gas that is 
escaping from 
the leak. 
Currently Boots 
and Coots is on 
site. 

o The relief well 
has advanced, 
on-schedule, 
into the second 
of five 
operational 
phases and 
could be 
completed by 
late-February 
to late-March. 
Once 
completed, 
SoCalGas will 
use the relief 
well to pump 
fluids and 
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cement into the 
bottom of the 
leaking well to 
permanently 
seal it. 

o A second relief 
well site is 
being prepared 
as a backup 
operation. 

o The option to 
conduct 
additional 
efforts to pump 
fluids directly 
down the well 
to stop the flow 
of gas remains 
available, and 
further 
attempts to do 
so could be 
conducted in 
the coming 
week. 

o SoCalGas is 
withdrawing 
gas from the 
storage facility 
to decrease the 
pressure 
pushing gas out 
through the 
leak. The 
company has 
prioritized the 
use of gas from 
Aliso Canyon to 
supply 
customer 
demand and, as 
a result, is 
withdrawing 
natural gas 
from the field 
at about double 
the typical rate 
for this time of 
year. 

o SoCalGas 
opened its 
Porter Ranch 



23

Community 
Resource 
Center Dec. 16 
in the Porter 
Ranch Town 
Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, 
to provide 
services and 
information to 
the community 

o LA Public 
Health has said 
that the leak is 
NOT a threat to 
public health, 
but hundreds of 
residents have 
complained of 
nausea, 
headaches, 
bloody noses 
and other 
maladies. 

o The company 
and state 
officials say 
illnesses are 
caused by the 
foul-smelling 
additive that 
makes odorless 
natural gas 
detectable. 

o ABC News 
article Dec 
16 http://abcn
ews.go.com/US
/wireStory/eme
rgency-
declaration-
gas-leak-
35804863 said 
that the 
company has 
paid to relocate 
1,675 
households in 
temporary 
accommodatio
ns and is 
working at 
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moving another 
1,200 
households. 

o Company has 
siad it will take 
3 to 4 months 
to dill a 
secondary well 
that will be 
used to stop 
the leak 

o On December 
15, LA County 
declared a state 
of emergency 
over a leaking 
natural gas well 
above a 
neighbrhood 
that forced a 
utlity company 
to relocate 
thousands of 
residents who 
said that the 
stench had 
made them 
sick. 

o December 18 
SoCalGas 
President and 
CEO Dennis V. 
Arriola sent a 
letter to Calif. 
Gov. Jerry 
Brown 
confirming the 
company's 
commitment to 
work with state 
officials to 
develop a 
framework that 
will help guide 
the company's 
efforts to 
mitigate 
environmental 
impacts from 
the actual 
natural gas 
released from 
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the leak at Aliso 
Canyon – even 
before the 
actual amount 
of the leaked 
volume is 
determined. A 
comprehensive 
inventory of 
emissions will 
be taken after 
the leak has 
been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich 
and Robert F. 
Kenney are in 
the area 
holding public 
events 
discussing 
potential long 
term health 
effects. News 
media is 
reporting public 
protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill 
webpage http://ktla.co
m/search/methane+lea
k/feed/rss2/ 
SoCalGas Emergency 
webpage https://www.
socalgas.com/stay-
safe/emergency-
information/emergency
-response 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon 
Updates Web Page 
https://www.alisoupdat
es.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane 
Emissions 
Map https://www.soca
lgas.com/stay-
safe/methane-
emissions/methane-
emissions-map 
SempraEnergy Aliso 
Canyon 
webpage http://sempr
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a.mediaroom.com/inde
x.php?s=19080&item=1
37102 
Sempra Energy 
http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily 
news http://www.daily
news.com/environment
-and-
nature/20151215/la-
county-declares-state-
of-emergency-over-
porter-ranch-gas-leak 
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, 
PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, 
FAAN 
Senior Public Health 
Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, 
Security and Emergency 
Response 
Office of the Secretary 
of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:03 PM
To: Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnstone, Jeremy;Quast, Sylvia;Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; 

Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA 
Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s staff including 
Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles office. The media has been 
reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more accurately be characterized that we have sent an 
information request to SoCal Gas under Section 114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking 
into whether there may be any other jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I 
have yet to hear where that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their 
responses to our Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some additional time to 
submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am copying my colleagues in our 
Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on 
this reply to make them aware of this new Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter from 
Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
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U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 

From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at Southern California 
Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties 
available under the law if the utility is found to be negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of 
exposure to mercaptans or other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from the Risk Management 
Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
 























Citizen Information

Citizen/Originator: Sherman, Brad
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S	. 
s} 

BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:48 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: RE: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry 

Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

415.972.3936 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:47 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. 
Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
 
What is Sylvia's number? 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Dec 30, 2015, at 11:05 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> I now know that Dan is out on leave until next week. Would you have any details to share regarding my message to 
Dan Meer? In addition, I will be doing a follow up call with the Congressman's Legislative Director after lunch and 
wanted to see whether you might like to join Sylvia Quast and myself on the call with the Congressman's Legislative 
Director, Lauren Wolman. I left you a voicemail on this request as well. 
> 
> I am working flexiplace and can be reached at 415.760.9170. 
> 
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
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> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Maier, Brent 
> Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM 
> To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
> Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow 
> Up Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter 
> on Aliso Canyon 
> Importance: High 
> 
> Dan - 
> 
> I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director which is included below. 
As you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation". 
> 
> Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the letter. I discussed this 
follow up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach 
out to you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to 
see whether you could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in 
addition to the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate in teleconference 
briefing updates, but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the 
release. 
> 
> I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our call with their office, 
the only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are 
currently monitoring the situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
> 
> Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their office? If so, can you 
please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane 
flight at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks. 
> 
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
> Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
> To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren 
> <Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
> Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
> Canyon 
> 
> Hi Brent, 
> 
> I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email. 
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> 
> My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation. 
> 
> But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you told John and I that the 
epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or was it something else? 
> 
> Thanks for your guidance. 
> 
> I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959. 
> 
> Thank you. 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
>> On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
>> 
>> John – 
>> 
>> I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA 
response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
>> 
>> Regards, 
>> 
>> Brent Maier 
>> Congressional Liaison 
>> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
>> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
>> San Francisco, CA 94105 
>> Ph: 415.947.4256 
>> 
>> From: Higuchi, Dean 
>> Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
>> To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) 
>> <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
>> (scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
>> Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
>> Canyon 
>> 
>> Dear Colleagues, 
>> 
>> Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
>> 
>> Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , 
Brent will be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
>> 
>> Thank you, 
>> 
>> Dean Higuchi 
>> Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9, 
>> Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
>> 808-541-2711 
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>> 
>> <Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 
> <EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:05 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: FW: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry 

Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

I now know that Dan is out on leave until next week. Would you have any details to share regarding my message to Dan 
Meer? In addition, I will be doing a follow up call with the Congressman's Legislative Director after lunch and wanted to 
see whether you might like to join Sylvia Quast and myself on the call with the Congressman's Legislative Director, 
Lauren Wolman. I left you a voicemail on this request as well. 
 
I am working flexiplace and can be reached at 415.760.9170. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Maier, Brent 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM 
To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. 
Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
Importance: High 
 
Dan - 
 
I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director which is included below. As 
you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation". 
 
Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the letter. I discussed this follow 
up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach out to 
you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to see 
whether you could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in addition to 
the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate in teleconference briefing updates, 
but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the release. 
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I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our call with their office, the 
only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are 
currently monitoring the situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
 
Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their office? If so, can you 
please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane 
flight at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren <Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Brent, 
 
I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email. 
 
My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation. 
 
But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you told John and I that the 
epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or was it something else? 
 
Thanks for your guidance. 
 
I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> John – 
> 
> I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA 
response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
> 
> Regards, 
> 
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
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> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
> 
> From: Higuchi, Dean 
> Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
> To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) 
> <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
> (scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
> Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
> Canyon 
> 
> Dear Colleagues, 
> 
> Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
> 
> Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , 
Brent will be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
> 
> Thank you, 
> 
> Dean Higuchi 
> Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9, 
> Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
> 808-541-2711 
> 
> <Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly; Manzanilla, Enrique; Meer, Daniel; Lawrence, Kathryn; Allen, HarryL; Keener, 

Bill; Kao, Jessica; Blumenfeld, Jared; Mogharabi, Nahal; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN; 
Rongone, Marie; Johnson, Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Jones, Joel E.; Salazar, Matt; Minor, 
Dustin; Moore, Letitia; Berg, Elizabeth; Zabel, Allan; Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy; Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn; Eades, Cassaundra; Mims, Kathy; 
Higuchi, Dean; Nazmi, Niloufar; Berg, Elizabeth; Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

All – 
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX. 
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call. 
 

Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
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letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 

From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you. 
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225-5911 
 



BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric 
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris-Bishop 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference. 
 
Web Updates: 
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Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 



3

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter 
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update: 
December 28, 2015 - Enacted - H.R. 1321: Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 

WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update. 
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1): A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 1:22 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: Aliso - Draft update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

For review/comment/issuance.  I didn’t excise much although I think we could wrt to some of the state/local agency 
blurbs… 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 
On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 
briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), CAEPA (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), CARB (Executive Officer Richard 
Corey), CA Energy Commission (Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of 
Conservation (Chief Deputy Director Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health 
Hazard Assessment (Acting Director Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City 
Councilman Mike Englander, State Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and 
Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight 
who arrived late) and each of the State leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and 
authorities and what actions they have been responsible for in the response to the gas leak at 
Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to Q & A from the audience.  

 
 



Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCalGas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCalGas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 is 
ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not sooner”.  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCalGas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
On 18 November SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that 
a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 
then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 



Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries “pending resolution”. 
 
Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 
Governor’s Office: 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
CalOES coordinated the Friday 15 January public meeting discussed above (R9 Activities Summary). 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 



Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCalGas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see ablve), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
15 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
There will be no additional updates prepared until Tuesday 19 January. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 
programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 



and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  On 
13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture system 
was discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or county 
entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several 
participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County 
Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate the 
design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code standpoint. 
LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.  This could impact 
work occurring at SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 
● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 
rate. 
● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 
● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 
 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today three of four 6# cement slurry bases have been laid, with the final scheduled for 16 Jan.  



The spud date (commencement of drilling operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 
Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments; additionally, the Region will have a formal review role of any Title V 
permit that is issued for the project. The proposed use of the gas capture system at the Well 25-
SS location poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues.  Kay Lawrence participated in 
an interagency meeting with SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns. Present at this 
meeting were representatives of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and 
DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They have also started sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 
requests are in process with an additional 529 “pending resolution”. 
 
Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 1962 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1544 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 1280 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 



 
Governor’s Office: 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
CalOES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown has been invited to attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 
Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 



hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Efforts to plug Porter Ranch-area gas leak worsened blowout risk, regulators say 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 

The World Is Hemorrhaging Methane, and Now We Can See Where 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-
flaring-map/ 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-flaring-map/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-flaring-map/
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

15 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

There will be no additional updates prepared until Tuesday 19 January. 

 

R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 

 

The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  

Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 

 

The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 

longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 

 

On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 

well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 

the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 

programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 



and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  On 
13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture system 

was discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or county 

entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several 

participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County 

Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate the 

design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code standpoint. 

LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.  This could impact 

work occurring at SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 

Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 

 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 

Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 

down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 

permitting.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  

Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 

frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 

today three of four 6# cement slurry bases have been laid, with the final scheduled for 16 Jan.  



The spud date (commencement of drilling operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 

Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 

planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 

AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 

application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments; additionally, the Region will have a formal review role of any Title V 

permit that is issued for the project. The proposed use of the gas capture system at the Well 25-

SS location poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues.  Kay Lawrence participated in 

an interagency meeting with SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns. Present at this 

meeting were representatives of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and 

DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas and EPA R9. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 

locations with the facility.  They have also started sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 

requests are in process with an additional 529 “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 1962 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1544 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 1280 devices having been distributed to date. 

 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 

site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 



 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 

methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

CalOES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 

Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 

participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 

on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown has been invited to attend. 
 

California Air Resources Board 
 

On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 

 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 

 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 

have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 

 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 

leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 

coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 

Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 



hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Efforts to plug Porter Ranch-area gas leak worsened blowout risk, regulators say 

www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 

The World Is Hemorrhaging Methane, and Now We Can See Where 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-

flaring-map/ 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-flaring-map/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-flaring-map/


PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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All yours … 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 



 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Inter-Divisional Update Meeting 
14 January 2016 
Agenda (Draft) 

 
 
 

Objective – Situational awareness and coordination of related R9 activities 
 
 

1. SoCalGas Operations – Meer 
a. Well 25-SS 
b. Relief Well 1 
c. Relief Well 2 
d. Gas Capture System 

 
2. External Communications 

a. SFD 
b. Air 
c. Enfct 
d. ORC 

 
3. Controlled Correspondence – OPA, ORC (Moore) 

a. Rep. Sherman 5 Jan letter 
b. House Committee on Energy and Commerce 6 Jan letter 
c. Sens. Boxer/Feinstein 13 Jan letter 
d. FOIAs (3?) 

 
4. Upcoming / Other 

a. Fri 15 Jan community meeting 
b. Status of agency position re authorities/jurisdictions  
c. Agency activities/posture – response vs. enforcement 
d. CAA 114 Information Request & SocalGas Response 
e. Other 
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To: LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Manzanilla, Enrique;Lakin, Matt;Miller, Amy;Zito, 

Kelly;Johnson, Kathleen;Adams, Elizabeth;Quast, Sylvia
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Briefing Paper v13Jan15.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Steven – Please see attached.  We will also hope to put out additional situation updates over the coming days.  Please 
feel free to contact me with questions. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Meer, Daniel 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 11:53 AM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon 
 
Our updated briefing paper should suffice 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Daniel Meer 
Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
USEPA, Region 9 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 10:50:43 AM PST 
To: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Miller, Amy" 
<Miller.Amy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Johnson, 
Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 



2

Hi all – California Office of Emergency Services is convening a community meeting this Friday evening in 
Porter Ranch … it’s apparently going to be a panel of agencies and then public Q&A.  Jared has asked me 
to attend and report out on the meeting … unclear whether EPA would be asked to be part of the panel. 
 
In case I’m asked about EPA’s involvement or our planned actions, could you send me a short summary 
of the work your office has done and/or plans to do at this site?  I already have copies of our 12/18 
request for information letter to Southern California Gas, our 12/24 response letter to Congressman 
Sherman, a copy of our desk statement, and the information on Aliso Canyon that has been included in 
the Region’s weekly reports to HQ over the past few months. 
 
I don’t need anything too detailed or polished, just the relevant info I should know in case I get any 
questions. 
 
Thanks for your help. 
 
slj 
 



ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 
Briefing Paper 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Gas Release 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

13 January 2016  
 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCalGas injects natural 
gas into abandoned oil reservoirs for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCalGas is a subsidiary of Sempra Energy Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that 
is leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 
bcf (billion cubic feet), one of the largest natural gas storage facilities in the United States. 

Porter Ranch, an affluent residential community of approximately 30,000 people, is located near 
the Aliso Canyon storage facility. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead, which is located on a 
ridgetop.    

 Current Status:  SoCalGas is the responsible party and is attempting to plug the leaking well, 
with a team of well control contractors. The geology of the area is complex and has complicated 
the well kill effort.  SoCalGas’s response thus far is on two fronts:  attempts to kill the well from 
the top and drilling relief wells to kill the well from the bottom. SoCal has 157 people in their 
Incident Action Plan, working on this relief effort. 

Top Kill Efforts:  SoCalGas has attempted seven ‘top kill’ operations on SS 25, none 
successful.  At this time no additional top kill efforts are planned as SoCalGas has expressed  
concerns about such  efforts degrading the integrity of the existing well bore.   

Relief Wells:  SoCalGas is in the process of drilling two relief wells.  The first relief well 
is, as of 13 January, at approximately 7600 feet measured depth.  .  The drilling operation 
continues around the clock and Relief Well one is estimated to until at least the end of February 
to complete The relief well, if successful, will intercept the bottom of the leaking well and pump 
in cement to kill the well and stop the leaking gas.  This technique has had great success 
elsewhere in controlling well blow outs.  The second relief well will provide backup in case 
Relief Well 1 is unsuccessful in killing the well. Efforts are presently under way to ready Relief 
Well 2, which is scheduled to commence drilling on 1 February 2016.  

Release Mitigation Efforts:  Concurrent with efforts to kill the leaking well SoCalGas 
has been making efforts to minimize the amount and extent of the leak as it continues. First, it 
has been withdrawing gas from the Aliso Canyon field as much as they say is possible in order to 
reduce overall field pressure, which would reduce release rate.  Second, they have begun paying 



a series of “coalescer plates” over the point of release in an attempt to entrain any sprays and 
mists that are emitted.   Third, they plan to install and implement a gas capture system in which 
some amount of gas will be treated to remove the odorous mercaptans and then the remaining 
gas will be flared.  Work on a first phase of this project which is allowable under the facilities 
existing Title V permit will commence soon.  A second phase will require a new or modified 
Title V permit and SoCalGas has submitted an application for that to the local AQMD. 

Environmental and Public Health Issues:  Estimates of how much methane is leaking are not 
particularly reliable but are reported to be on the order of 2-3 million pounds per day.  

As of January 8, California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 
evaluated air sample data collected by SoCalGas during the period of the natural gas leak and 
concluded: 

• Overall, the available air sample data does not indicate that an acute toxicity health 
hazard exists in the Porter Ranch neighborhood as a result of the Aliso Canyon natural 
gas leak. 

• However, this does not mean that the adverse physical symptoms reported by many 
Porter Ranch neighborhood residents are not real. The natural gas odorants tert-butyl 
mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have strong odors which can be perceived at 
concentrations below the levels that can be detected in air samples. These odors can 
evoke physiological responses (e.g. nausea, headaches) without inducing more serious or 
longer-lasting health effects, such as eye or respiratory system damage. [Source: 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/OEHHAPorterRanchairsampleevalJan201
6.pdf] 

These conclusions are consistent with public health statements issued by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf). 

In addition to methane, the SoCalGas air samples measured levels of certain volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and sulfur-containing compounds, including benzene, hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide, pollutants that can be harmful to human health if levels are high enough.  Key 
findings from OEHHA’s review of the data include: 

• The natural gas odorants tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene were not detected 
in the air samples and do not represent a toxic health risk, though odors that provoke 
health symptoms can occur at levels well below air sampling detection limits for these 
chemicals. 

• Measurements of methane show levels that are substantially below the flammability limit 
and do not represent an acute health risk. 

• Of the sampled VOCs, none were found to be above levels expected to result in adverse 
health effects. 

• Benzene, a VOC, tended to have the highest levels, though were still below levels 
expected to result in adverse health effects (the highest sampled benzene concentration 
was ~70% of the acute health benchmark, observed on 11/10/15 in the Porter Ranch 
Community). 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf


• The level of sulfur-containing compounds sampled in the area (hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide) were generally below detection limits and below levels expected to result 
in adverse health impacts.. 

SoCalGas continues to conduct air quality sampling in the Porter Ranch area.  The South Coast 
Air Quality Management District has also deployed air quality monitoring equipment and 
services to the area to enhance data collection efforts 
(http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso-canyon-update/air-sampling).  
OEHHA, along with other relevant agencies, will continue to observe the measured data to 
evaluate possible health impacts as conditions change. 

Regulatory Actions: State and local regulatory agencies and jurisdictions are involved with the 
response to this methane leak.  

State Agencies: 

Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), Department of   
Conservation, Natural Resources Agency; 

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC); 

California Office of Emergency Services (OES);  

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA). 

Local Agencies: 

Los Angeles County Fire/HazMat 

City of Los Angeles 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

DOGGR has issued two orders to SoCalGas, to provide information on the leaking well (18 
November) and to develop plans for expeditiously capturing the escaping gas, stopping the leak 
and communicating with state and local regulators (10 December). The 10 December order 
includes the convening of experts from the national laboratories (Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence 
Livermore and Sandia) to review data and assist DOGGR in evaluating SoCalGas’s plans for 
stopping the leak. 

The SCAQMD issued on 5 November a Notice to Comply to SoCalGas which directed 
SoCalGas to safely and expeditiously stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site 
and to prevent the release of the mercaptan odors from the natural gas leak that are impacting the 
nearby community.  On November 23, 2015, SCAQMD issued a Notice of Violation to 
SoCalGas for creating a Public Nuisance.  The notice of violation cited SoCalGas for daily 
nuisance violations beginning October 23, 2015 and continuing each day until odors from the 
leak no longer contribute to a public nuisance. The notice of violation also directed SoCalGas 
to expeditiously and safely stop the leak and expeditiously abate the release of air contaminants 

http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/nov-p62646.pdf?sfvrsn=6


that are causing the public nuisance.  The SCAQMD has also filed a petition for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCalGas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor 
the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  The hearing 
on the petition commenced on 9 January. 

The CPUC is conducting an investigation to assess SoCalGas actions before and after the well 
failure that resulted in the methane gas release. This includes public notification and issues 
related to operation and maintenance of the storage facility.  CPUC has requested information 
from SoCalGas and, in coordination with DOGGR, directed SoCalGas to hire an independent, 
third party to conduct a root cause analysis of the well blow out. 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health ordered SoCalGas to provide temporary 
relocation to residents. As of 15 January, 2506 households had been offered temporary 
relocation, with an additional 2100 inquiries and applications still being processed. SoCalGas has 
established a community center in Porter Ranch to answer questions and assist residents with 
temporary relocation and claims. 

The Los Angeles City Attorney announced a lawsuit against SoCalGas for its handling of the 
methane leak and the SCAQMD has cited SoCalGas for a public nuisance due to the odors from 
the mercaptan additive. 

Cal/EPA has contacted the Interagency Modeling and Atmospheric Assessment Center 
(IMAAC) for possible assistance in modeling the methane dispersion.  IMAAC is a federal 
interagency with expertise in plume and atmospheric modeling. 

EPA Activities: 

Region 9 is closely monitoring the situation but EPA’s authorities and jurisdiction in responding 
directly to the release is limited.  The agency has concluded that the facility and release is not 
subject to CERCLA due to the petroleum exclusion rule.  The facility is also not subject to the 
Chemical Accident Prevention provisions of CAA §112(r).  The Agency could make a finding of 
imminent and substantial endangerment under CAA §303; however this is rarely used and only 
when a state has exhausted all of its resources and there is a gap in being able to order injunctive 
relief. 
 

The Region is participating in a number of daily calls both with SoCalGas and public agencies, 
as well as providing daily summaries.  On 15 December two on-scene coordinators participated 
in a site tour with the Los Angeles County Fire and Hazardous Materials Unit and 
representatives from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.  On 18 December the Region 
issued an information request to SoCalGas pursuant to the Clean Air Act Section 114.  SoCalGas 
made a substantial 1665 page submittal in response to the information request which we continue 
to evaluate.  The Region has been engaged in discussions with USDOT/PHMSA on the matter. 
On 7 January the Region convened an incident-specific Regional Response Team call in order 
brief and ask for technical assistance from our federal partner agencies on the RRT.  On Monday 



11 January there was a National Response Team call on the matter to again solicit technical 
support from other federal agencies.  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:31 PM
To: Meer, Daniel
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: Draft 1/4 Aliso Canyon Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16 Draft2.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From the 1/3 209 and this morning’s Ops call.  I left a lot of the last (12/30) update narrative intact – it runs long but you 
may have indicated that this level of detail is appropriate. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 DRAFT 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   
• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 

• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 
assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a 
manifold and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary application to the AQMD for this project.  Additionally, on 
3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates” under the steel bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitting. 

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

 
 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: HarryL Allen <Allen.HarryL@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 4:23 PM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;R9-SFD9@epamail.epa.gov;Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, 
Richard;Sherry Fielding

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  OSC Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), DTSC, 
North Coast RWQCB, AQMD, and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District.  ERS plans to return to the site in the 
coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were profiled last week.  This should complete ERS site work, 
estimated date of completion mid March (Weden 415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:  We continue to participate in daily calls with 
SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second letter to the top 
officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests that the parties 
work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January R9 led an 
incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of federal and state 
agencies on the RRT, and on 11 January we participated in an NRT incident specific call and solicited technical 
expertise from other agencies in the areas of gas capture and well-killing. On 13 January EPA Lawrence met in 
LA with SoCalGas and agencies (including PHMSA) to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture 
project. Also on 13 January Sens. Boxer and Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT 
Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch requesting information about each agency's activities and 
authorities relating to the release. Gov. Brown's office has convened a meeting on 15 January Gov. Brown at 
Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives will speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited 
to participate. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500 (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting: The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
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Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California, etc. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. (Lance 
Richman, 2-3022) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training - Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 

30-60 Day Outlook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
 
 
 
 
Miscellaneous Tech Support: 

 
1. Recycling:  Gill connected a member of the community (Lizzie Ayers) with Timonie Hood from 
RCRA, to assist with questions and information resources about recycling. 

2. Navajo Nation:  Gill worked with RPM Gaelle Glickfield to clarify an aerial photo request for the 
Cove Sites within the Navajo Nation. 
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3. TechHub:  Gill reviewed and provided comments to Greg Gervais on some “Guiding Principles” as 
part of the TechHub work, which is a compilation of resources by OSRTI to help Superfund staff be 
aware of internal technical resources. 

5. PFOA:  Gill shared a NY Times article about PFOA compounds with other workgroup members on 
the PFOA/PFOS issue paper under the Engineering Forum. 

Internal to Region 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op-Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
  Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch: http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new-
trash-control-policy-can-help-shrink-the-pacific-garbage-patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi. 
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi. 

 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health. 
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 
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by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion. 
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee. 
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work. 
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature. 
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long-running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 
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Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 8:55 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, Fe;Grier, 
Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, Jeremy;Chesnutt, 
John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, Lewis;Henning, 
Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;R9-ORC3
@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, Barbara;Robberson, 
Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, Christopher;Benson, 
Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, Ed;Brown, Ivania 
(Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance. On 18 January 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On 20 January we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 
respect to the incident. SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day: On 21 January Johnstone represented the Region at a planning meeting, 
with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for the 2016 
Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning Center. (J. 
Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam. Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 
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are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for 25 January.  (D. Shane, 2-3037 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27, 2016): EPA will making an 
Executive Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 
attendees representing industry, first responders and government agencies. Bill Jones (619-235-4776) 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training - Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
Weekly Report for the week of January 11-15, 201 

30-60 Day Outlook 

 
 
Other Information 

Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and 
state representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency 
Preparedness conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we 
are bringing together State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal 
agencies (Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of 
Homeland Security) and state agencies (California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California 
Environmental Protection Agency) for discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 
13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security. (B. Jones, 619-235-4776). 

Internal to Region 9 

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
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Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 8:40 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, Fe;Grier, 
Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, Jeremy;Chesnutt, 
John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, Lewis;Henning, 
Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;R9-ORC3
@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, Barbara;Robberson, 
Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, Christopher;Benson, 
Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, Ed;Brown, Ivania 
(Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance. On 18 January 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On 20 January we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 
respect to the incident. SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day: On 21 January Johnstone represented the Region at a planning meeting, 
with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for the 2016 
Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning Center. (J. 
Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27, 2016): EPA will making an 
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Executive Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 
attendees representing industry, first responders and government agencies. Bill Jones (619-235-4776) 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training - Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
Weekly Report for the week of January 11-15, 201 

30-60 Day Outlook 

 
 
Other Information 

Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and 
state representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency 
Preparedness conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we 
are bringing together State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal 
agencies (Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of 
Homeland Security) and state agencies (California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California 
Environmental Protection Agency) for discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 
13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security. (B. Jones, 619-235-4776). 

Internal to Region 9 

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:15 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  OSC Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control, North Coast RWQCB, the local Air Pollution Control District and the 
Humboldt Bay Harbor District.  We will return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that 
were profiled last week.  This should complete the site work, estimated date of completion is mid March 
(Weden 415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern 
California Gas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second letter to the 
top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCal Gas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests that the 
parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January the 
Region convened an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT, and on 11 January the Region briefed the National Response Team NRT 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical expertise from 
other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas capture and well-
killing.  On 13 January EPA Lawrence met in LA with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies (including PHMSA) 
to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. Also on 13 January Senators. Boxer and 
Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch 
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requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the release. Gov. Brown's office 
has convened a meeting on 15 January at Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives will 
speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited to participate. Steven John from the LAFO will attend the 
meeting. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500.  The press release received media coverage in Hawaii. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting: The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Executive Order 13650 on Improving Chemical Safety and 
Security and Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California. We briefed the RRT on the Aliso Canyon incident 
and also discussed the changes to the Regional Contingency Plan on downstream notification procedures. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Pete Reich, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. 
(Lance Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Chemical Safety Board Meeting, Torrance California:  On 13  January, Kay Lawrence attended  the Chemical Safety Board meeting  in 

Torrance California, at which  the CSB delivered  the  interim  results of  their  investigation of  the Exxon Mobil  refinery accident  that 

occurred  in February 2015. CalOSHA and CalEPA were also  in attendance and presented  information on  the proposed California 

Process Safety Management and Refinery Planning  regulations. The meeting attracted an audience of  several hundred people.  
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training: Jeremy Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
 
Engineering Forum: Gill participated in the monthly EF call (1/6).  Topics discussed included:  a tech talk on 
the latest EPA vapor intrusion guidance (by Rich Kapuscinski), announcement of a potential date for NARPM 
2016 (1st week of May) and a call for more ideas for future regional and vendor tech talks. 

Regional Science Council: Gill participated in the monthl RSC meeting by phone (1/6).  Topics of interest 
included:  updates on 2017 RARE/RESES RFPs and the 2016 R2P2 program (4 proposals received in R9), and 
a discussion on how the RSC can contribute to the Regions top workplace/workforce priority - "Develop a 
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strategy to increase opportunities for promotions beyond GS-13 that do not require a move to management" - to 
encourage promotion of scientific expertise within the Agency 

30-60 Day Outlook 

 
 
Other Information 

Internal to Region 9 

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:45 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  OSC Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control, North Coast RWQCB, the local Air Pollution Control District and the 
Humboldt Bay Harbor District.  We will return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that 
were profiled last week.  This should complete the site work, estimated date of completion is mid March 
(Weden 415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern 
California Gas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second letter to the 
top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCal Gas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests that the 
parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January the 
Region convened an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT, and on 11 January the Region briefed the National Response Team NRT 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical expertise from 
other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas capture and well-
killing.  On 13 January EPA Lawrence met in LA with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies (including PHMSA) 
to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. Also on 13 January Senators. Boxer and 
Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch 



2

requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the release. Gov. Brown's office 
has convened a meeting on 15 January at Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives will 
speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited to participate. Steven John from the LAFO will attend the 
meeting. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500.  The press release received media coverage in Hawaii. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting: The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Executive Order 13650 on Improving Chemical Safety and 
Security and Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California. We briefed the RRT on the Aliso Canyon incident 
and also discussed the changes to the Regional Contingency Plan on downstream notification procedures. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Pete Reich, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. 
(Lance Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training: Jeremy Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
 
Engineering Forum: Gill participated in the monthly EF call (1/6).  Topics discussed included:  a tech talk on 
the latest EPA vapor intrusion guidance (by Rich Kapuscinski), announcement of a potential date for NARPM 
2016 (1st week of May) and a call for more ideas for future regional and vendor tech talks. 

Regional Science Council: Gill participated in the monthl RSC meeting by phone (1/6).  Topics of interest 
included:  updates on 2017 RARE/RESES RFPs and the 2016 R2P2 program (4 proposals received in R9), and 
a discussion on how the RSC can contribute to the Regions top workplace/workforce priority - "Develop a 
strategy to increase opportunities for promotions beyond GS-13 that do not require a move to management" - to 
encourage promotion of scientific expertise within the Agency 

30-60 Day Outlook 
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Other Information 

Internal to Region 9 

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 8:45 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/08/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA: OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site. Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site (Contact: Chris Weden, 2-3041). 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump pumps 
(Contact:  Dan Shane, 2-3037). 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting: On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity building. (Contact 
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Bill Jones at 619-235-4776). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility. We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also on 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
February bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January 
EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for 11 January. (J. 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture - The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the settlement (J. Johnstone, 
x2-3499) PENDING 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On 12 and 13 January, we will co chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on 14 January.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central Coast (Contact:  Donn 
Zuroski, 2-3035). 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training: The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street. OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech. (Contact: Steve Calanog 2-3075). 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Other Information 
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Retirement: On 31 December Mary Wesling retired after a long and stellar career at EPA.  She will be missed. 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
CEPP/ORC meeting to review Sierra Chemical Company  response to Notice of Findings (NOF). Karen 
Henry and Robert Lucas are meeting with ORC (Tessa Berman) to review in detail the responses Sierra 
Chemical sent for the recent NOF. At first glance, the facility appears to dispute every finding that was 
observed by the EPA/CUPA inspectors. Inspector Henry is preparing draft penalty calculations for the potential 
violations. (Henry 2-3844) 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary;Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, 
Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, 
Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William 
(Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 12/25/2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Aliso Canyon Methane Leak:  On 22 December, the Southern California Gas Company began a 'top kill' 
operation, to attempt to shut off the flow of methane from the leaking well SS 25 in their Aliso Canyon Natural 
Gas Storage Facility.  Well SS 25 has blew out on 23 October.  The top kill attempt will pump approximately 
300 barrels of fluid, starting with a bentonite slurry, followed by diatomaceous earth and ending with a mixture 
of pecan and walnut shells.  The weather is favorable, with a light drizzle and low winds.  The main health and 
safety concern is fluid kick back and run off from the SS 25 well head.  We should know several hours after the 
operation begins whether this attempt has been successful. 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures Enforcement Action:  On December 15, 2015 we received a signed Consent 
Agreement/Final Order, resolving violations of Section 112(r) of the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 7412 (r) 
and 40 CFR Part 112. The CA/FO requires PGV to pay a civil penalty of $76,500 to resolve claims related to 
their operation of the geothermal power plant in Pahoa, Hawaii. These claims relate to PGV's failure to operate 
a safe facility and failure to adhere to the Chemical Accident Prevention provisions of the Risk Management 
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Program.  We plan to issue this civil administrative enforcement action early in 2016. 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

30-60 Day Outlook 

 
 
Other Information 

Internal to Region 9 

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 8:55 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary;Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, 
Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, 
Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William 
(Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 12/18/2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan:  We have completed our current scope of work for the two Mission Assignments 
for this federally declared disaster. Materials shipped off island include: 
9 – 40’ containers with a total of 733 transformer carcasses; 
2- ISO tanks with approximately 12,000 gallons of oil total; 
1 -  40’ container of white goods; and 
2 - 40’ containers of e-waste. 
There remains on island: 
1 - 20’ container with 6 drums of PCB oil, 27 drums of non PCB oil, 1 CYB of contaminated soils and 2 CYB 
of contaminated debris (visqueen liners from transformer collection and pro-clo); and 
1 -  40’ container of HHW. 
The two remaining containers await the lifting of an embargo on hazardous wastes at one of the subsequent 
Ports (Shanghai) along the shipper's (Matson) route. 
 
Yurok Pesticides, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is following up the Yurok Tribe and the Certified Unified 
Program Agency to remove some illegal, abandoned pesticides on tribal land. This site was referred by the 
Brownfields program.  (H. Allen, x 23063) 
 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We are preparing an Information Request Letter under authority 
of CAA §114 to the Southern California Gas Company, asking for information relating to the facility and the 
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uncontrolled methane release from an injection/withdrawal well at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage 
Facility.  SoCal Gas is drilling one relief well, preparing a drill site for another relief well and preparing for 
another 'well kill' attempt, possibly early next week. We are participating in the daily operational briefing calls 
with SoCal Gas and Sempra Utilities.  On 12/16, two OSCs participated in a site tour, along with 
representatives from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the Lawrence Berkeley and 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Sierra Chemical Company reply due: Sierra Chemical received a Notice of Findings for more then 15+ 
potential violations from a RMP/EPCRA inspection. Their compliance response and schedule is due to EPA on 
Friday December 18, 2015. At that point, Inspector Henry and ORC (Tessa Berman) will begin the evaluation 
of substantial records and recommend a course of action for the potential enforcement case. After our 2015 
RMP/EPCRA inspection, the facility had another release of chlorine and the City of Stockton Fire Department 
responded, according to our CUPA partner (San Joaquin Valley).  No injuries were reported. The CUPA also 
stated a hazardous waste inspection was conducted and multiple violations were found.  John Schofield with 
EPA RCRA will be conducting a federal hazardous waste inspection at the facility soon.  (K. Henry x2-3844)  

Local Emergency Response Commission (LEPC) Meeting, Bakersfield, CA: On December 10, Bill Jones 
made a presentation at the quarterly meeting of the California Region V LEPC.  The presentation focused on 
Executive Order 13650 – Chemical Safety and Security and tools to energize LEPCs. (Bill Jones, 619-235-
4776) 
 
Valley and Butte Wildfires: Lance Richman, (R9-Superfund/ESF10), David Taylor and Marlon Mesquite 
(EPA’s Quality Assurance Office) completed review of the   “Assessment of Burn Debris – 2015 Wildfires, 
Lake and Calaveras Counties, California”, report prepared for Cal/EPA-DTSC.  ESF10 (EPA) was tasked to 
undertake this review by FEMA under Mission Assignment (4240DR-CA-EPA-01).  The report documented a 
sampling effort undertaken by the State that demonstrated burn debris and ash in residential areas contained 
contaminants whose concentrations exceed health based and groundwater protection criteria.  EPA concurred 
with the State that removal of this ash would be in the “public interest” as defined by FEMA and therefore the 
State can be reimbursed by the federal government for those costs.  (L. Richman, x23022) 
 
Response Support Corps Recruitment: On 12/17 Steve Calanog and Dan Meer hosted a meeting to introduce 
the RSC to new employees and to recruit participants for intermediate ICS training to be delivered in January. 
We described the RSC role, and talked about different responses that occurred this year. We will see how much 
interest we have and then consider active recruitment of individuals. 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures - We received PGV's signature to the Consent Agreement/Final Order settling our 
administrative penalty action and agreeing to pay a penalty of $76,500.  The CA/FO is presently routing thru the 
concurrence chain and we hope that it will be entered before the end of the year.  We will issue a press release 
once the CA/FO has been entered and filed, but likely after the first of the New Year. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Gibson Wine Co. - We expect the Department of Justice to file a civil judicial complaint against Gibson Wine 
Co.  Gibson had a release of anhydrous ammonia in Sept. 2014 that caused a fatality. Region 9 referred the 
matter to DOJ for judicial action under the CAA's General Duty Clause.  DOJ has determined that Gibson has 
not been negotiating in good faith and will file the complaint to commence litigation.  (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
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Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Vapor Intrusion Work Group:  On 12/10 Gill participated in the monthly Vapor Intrusion Core Group 
meeting.  Topics of discussion included: finalizing the Vapor Intrusion Sampling Guidelines document (goal is 
deliver to RPMs by early January), completion of the criteria list for continuous monitoring systems for vendors 
(goal is end of Dec), and the challenges associated with installation of mitigation systems in low crawl spaces. 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Miscellaneous Tech Support: 

 
1. Lead Exposure: To help him understand potential lead exposure at a national park, Gill connected 
National Park Service staffer Jeremy Stoltzfus with R9 toxicologist Sophia Serda. 

2. Western Navajo Nation: Gill reviewed and provided some comments to TSC Director Felicia 
Barnett on a summary of the recently submitted tech support request on statistical analysis for the 
Western Navajo Nation site (uranium mines).  This may be submitted up the ORD chain. 

3. MEW Site: Gill hosted a call (12/8) to discuss possible tech support to assist with the development 
of a focused feasibility study that will revisit remedial alternatives for a number of areas at the MEW 
ground water site.  All 3 TSC directors were present on the call, due to the breadth of potential remedial 
alternatives.  The RPM and Gill will continue to focus this request before submitting an official request.  

4. IMM Pilot: Gill met with RPM Lily Tavassoli (12/8) in an effort to see if the Iron Mt. Mine may be 
a good site to connect a technology vendor (Steven Cardona) for testing his metals filtration 
technology.  A draft letter was written to explain the complicated EPA / PRP / site operator relationship, 
but that it may be a good site on which to perform a pilot study.  The intent is to connect Mr. Cardona 
with the site operator, but explain various potential pitfalls. 

5.  SBIR:  In response to a request from ORD's April Richards, Gill began efforts to provide an SBIR 
grantee with ground water samples to allow testing of their treatment technology. 

6. Western Navajo Nation: Gill led a tech support call (12/10) between RPM Zizi Searles and ORD 
tech support (Felicia Barnett and Anita Singh) to start assisting with statistics support for the Western 
Navajo Nation (Cameron Area) uranium mine sites.  In the short term, Anita is on track to review a 
document and attend a site meeting on Jan 6/7. 
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7. Western Navajo Nation:  Gill led an aerial photo support call (12/11) between RPM Zizi Searles 
and OEI's Craig Seaver to scope out a request for historical aerial photos and analysis of some of them at 
the Western Navajo Nation to help determine future remediation priorities.  (M. Gill x 23054) 

Internal to Region 9 

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Shaffer, 

Caleb;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Yogi, David;Higuchi, 
Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, Fe;Kwok, Frances;Ball, Harold;Allen, 
HarryL;Deyoe, Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Moore, Kathi;Johnson, 
Kathleen;Lawrence, Kathryn;Zito, Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;Henning, 
Loren;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, 
Peter;Hiett, Richard;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Duncan, 
Will;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants: Forty-nine applications were received 
nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity and 8 of those applications were received from communities 
and nonprofits in Region 9, which is the highest number of proposals received by any Region.  The proposals 
will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months and the national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-1821) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA): Last week Philips submitted a workplan for EPA review and approval, 
proposing a groundwater in-situ bioremediation (ISB) treatability study (enhanced reductive dechlorination) in 
the Philips Operable Unit.  The purpose of the study will be to evaluate the efficacy of ISB to reduce the high 
concentrations of TCE in the former Philips source areas (with greater than 10,000 ug/L TCE).  It is these 
source areas that are driving the vapor intrusion risk for the nearby residential 
neighborhood.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050) 
 
Triple Site Offsite Operable Unit:  EPA has begun mailing out VI mitigation plans to property owners for 
their review and approval.  This week we will begin meeting with owners to discuss the proposed mitigation 
approaches and obtain their approval to proceed.  We are also preparing an updated fact sheet for the 
community, which describes the expansion of the testing area and EPA’s plans for a “step-out” sampling event 
in the spring.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance.  On January 18, 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On January 20, we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 
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respect to the incident.  SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam. Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 
are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for January 25.  (Contact:  Dane Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Northeast Church Rock and Quivira Mine Sites: Priscilla Tom and Mark Ripperda will join staff from 
Region 6 to host a groundwater forum for the community in Gallup on Saturday.  The discussions will focus on 
impacts to both shallow and deep groundwater from the mine sites and mill site.  (Contact: Mark Ripperada, x2-
3028) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA): On January 21, Lily Lee was requested to present at the 
Bayview Hunters Point EJ Taskforce meeting.  The task force has requested a general overview of cleanup, 
plans to leave some contamination in place, measures to ensure dust suppression and other pollution associated 
with remediation, and construction work for the large scale development project are adequate to protect public 
health and the environment.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area (South Gate, CA):  The second round of Vapor Intrusion sampling starts 
January 20.  Approximately eight structures will be targeted for indoor air sampling.  (Contact: Heather Parker, 
x2-3112 or Romie Duarte, x4-1801) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar: Brownfields staff will participate in a webinar on January 20 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on Brownfields 
resources and technical assistance.  The webinar is focused on sharing federal and state resources that could 
assist organizations looking for funding to create new health access points in under-served communities.  The 
Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert under-utilized properties, containing known 
or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged communities, such as health 
clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-
1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU: On January 14, Judge Manuel L. Real entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA 
Consent Decree.  This CD provides for performance of the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as 
settlement of all OU1 costs and outstanding site-wide costs (incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL 
listing phases). Shell will be submitting payment for past costs within 60 days, amounting to $1.2 million, to be 
deposited into the Del Amo Special Account.  (Contact:  Dante.Rodriguez, x2-3166 or Sarah Mueller, x2-3953) 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV): Project team staff participated in a call arranged by OCR on January 19 
with the DC and District staff of Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) to brief them on the proposed listing of the 
Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL.  Also presented was the work EPA is doing to address concerns at the 
Eureka Smelter Site.  In addition, the final response to an incoming letter from Nevada Senator Reid expressing 
his support of EPA’s proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine to the NPL was signed by the Regional 
Administrator on January 14.  [Contacts:  Dave Seter, x2-3250; Dante Rodriguez, x2-3166; and Eugenia Chow, 
x2-3160) 
 
Alameda Naval Air Station: The Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD) for Operable Unit 1, Site 16 
groundwater was signed this week.  The ESD revises the conceptual site model to remove ingestion of the site 



15

groundwater as an exposure pathway, per recent Water Board action; and confirms the protectiveness of the 
vapor intrusion pathway for the intended commercial/industrial reuse.  Residential development would be 
allowed with agency-approved vapor control systems.  (Contact:  Chris Lichens, x2-3149) 
 
Palos Verdes Shelf Superfund Site:  On January 21, in support of the Site Institutional Control Program, RPM 
Ramsey is traveling to Los Angeles to participate in an Angler Educational Outreach Workshop.  This 
Workshop was recommended by EPA in order to review and reassess angler outreach techniques, messages, 
and data collection efforts with key Fish Contamination Education Collaborative (FCEC) Angler Outreach 
partners including Heal the Bay and Cabrillo Marine Aquarium.  (Contact:  Phillip Ramsey, x2-3006) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On January 21, Johnstone represented the Region at a planning 
meeting, with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for 
the 2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning 
Center.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA): On January 28, at 12:00 p.m., Greenaction and other 
nonprofit organizations plan to protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office, a half a block from 
EPA’s Office.  They are protesting against Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval 
Shipyard Superfund site.  They are concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and 
gentrification.  In addition, the groups plan to protest at EPA at 12:45 pm.  All employees will receive a 
message with more details before the event.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
ADEQ MSCA: EPA management and staff will meet with ADEQ to discuss Site status and MSCA issues. 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27): EPA will making an Executive 
Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 attendees 
representing industry, first responders and government agencies.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency Preparedness 
conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we are bringing together 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal agencies (Pipeline Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of Homeland Security) and state agencies 
(California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California Environmental Protection Agency) for 
discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety 
and Security.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
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Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information 

Division Director Schedule: Enrique Manzanilla is attending the EPA/ADEQ Annual MSCA Meeting in 
Phoenix, AZ, on January 28-29.  Nancy Lindsay is acting. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 3:10 PM
To: Richman, Lance;Faulkner, Mike
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 6 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.06.16 - Copy.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 6, 2016 at 3:01:03 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, 
"Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 6 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 

Update for 6 January. 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

6 January 2016 
 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   

• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 
Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 

both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices. 
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 

McCabe. 
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 

incident. 

• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 

Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 

a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 

additional documents forthcoming.  

• On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfe ld had a ‘meet and greet’ with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 

Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 

Websites): 

Weather: Rain and low visibility in the area continued on 6 January. Access  to  S S  25  

and  Re lie f Well N umber  2  continue s  to  be  re s tr ic ted ,  fo r  sa fe ty reasons .  

  
Well Management:  

SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 
• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  



• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  
The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 

secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be 
conducted, to precisely locate relief well#1 in relation to SS25. SoCal Gas estimates that 
they should reach approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling 
stays on schedule.  The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks 

because the range runs will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can 
intercept the bottom of SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of 
the drilling of the last 500 feet will be much slower. 
 

Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed successfully and 

drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 6000 feet.  The P-
39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad. PS-20 has been shut in 
due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 has been pushed back to 1 
February, weather permitting. 

The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the wet 
weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for the drill 

pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 

only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 

into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifo ld and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 

project. Additiona lly, on 3 Jan SoCalGas placed the first of three “Coalescer plates”  
under the steel bridge and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain 

any oil mists that emit from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The 
other two coalesce plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather 
permitt ing. 

SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 



Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 

homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 

limits is expected to come on line this week. SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the 
revised air monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal 
Gas is revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence 

line of the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 
hour continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

 

 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to 

the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident ’. 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   



  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 

relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:02 PM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 

From: Johnstone, Jeremy 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:58 PM 
To: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 
 
Would help… 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:  johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 1:10 PM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 
 
Will do 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 4, 2016, at 1:08 PM, Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> wrote: 
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Can you please send this to me in Word format? Thx 
  
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:  johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
  

From: Lawrence, Kathryn 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:49 AM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 
 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 5:08:25 PM PST 
To: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, 
"Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Nancy" 
<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, 
"Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Schumann, Jean" <Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Ty, Fatima" <Ty.Fatima@epa.gov>, 
"Benson, Craig" <Benson.Craig@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 

Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us 
with all of the requested information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will 
provide us with as much as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder 
as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
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(415) 972-3039 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
30 December 2015  
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.  

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months. 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 

well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 
 

  



Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:17 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Letter to The Hon. 

Brad Sherman.pdf; ATT00002.htm; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso 
Ca....pdf; ATT00004.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s 
staff including Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles 
office. The media has been reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more 
accurately be characterized that we have sent an information request to SoCal Gas under Section 
114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking into whether there may be any other 
jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I have yet to hear where 
that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their responses to our 
Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some 
additional time to submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am 
copying my colleagues in our Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on this reply to make them aware of this new 
Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter 
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from Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov<mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at 
Southern California Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new 
solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties available under the law if the utility is found to be 
negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of exposure to mercaptans or 
other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from 
the Risk Management Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:49 AM
To: Johnstone, Jeremy
Cc: Meer, Daniel
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 5:08:25 PM PST 
To: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" 
<Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" <Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Ty, Fatima" 
<Ty.Fatima@epa.gov>, "Benson, Craig" <Benson.Craig@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 

Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the 
requested information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as 
possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them 
the importance of getting the information as soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was 
their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
30 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.  

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months. 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.  
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3. 
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.  
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 

well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 
 

  



Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 11:27 AM
To: Lee, Eugene
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Eugene 
 
Harry had likely intended to host but was redirected. 
 
I am on my way to the mountains for New Years 
 
Have a good one! 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 31, 2015, at 11:12 AM, Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov> wrote: 

Kay, 
 
I'm assuming no call today. 
 
Stayed on the line for about 10 minutes. 
 
Keep us posted as needed on any issues that may come up over the weekend and, otherwise, will check 
back in on the Monday call. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Eugene 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 8:08 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us 
with all of the requested information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will 
provide us with as much as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder 
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as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 

<Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:08 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, 
Fatima;Benson, Craig

Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the requested 
information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as possible and will continue to 
provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
30 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.  

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months. 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.  
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3. 
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.  
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 

well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 
 

  



Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:50 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lindsay, Nancy
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

I spoke with Nathan A. Schoenkin the POC listed below. 
 
He and his colleague Terry Larson have been covering the 9 am IC call for the incident. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:28 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

I will. Thanks. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:24 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Do you want me to share the incoming PHMSA coordination email with Bret and Sylvia 
for the benefit of the 2 pm call with Feinstein's staff? 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:21 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Letitia sent the 114 to the following folks 
 
DOT/PHMSA Attorney, Bryn Karaus, 
 
 
CPUC Enforcement Manager, Kenneth Bruno, Jack Mulligan. 
 
The IC calls at 9 PST do not include a role call so I do not know who has 
been participating. 
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I will call the POC listed below to follow up. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:06 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Who from phmsa has been on daily calls?  Same as 
below - see chain. 
 
Who from phmsa received a copy of our response to 
Sherman? 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 12:47:02 
PM PST 
To: "lynn.slepski@dot.gov" 
<lynn.slepski@dot.gov>, "Parrish, 
Cayce" <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: "nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov" 
<nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov>, 
"Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane 
Leak 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff 
have been involved and have been 
participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones 
engaged. We had two on-scene 
coordinators participate in the site visit 
earlier this month and are continuing to 
examine EPA impacts and are available 
to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free 
to reach out. 
  
N 
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________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency 
Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
[mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 
3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin 
<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, 
Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; 
lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon 
Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and 
Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration to reach out to EPA to 
determine if you are aware of and 
monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane 
Leak. PHMSA is providing technical 
assistance to the California Public 
Utilities Commission which is the State 
pipeline safety program. 
  

Background: The pipeline safety 
statutes allow for States to 
assume safety authority over 
the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines 
through Certifications and 
Agreements with PHMSA under 
49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline 
safety program States must 
adopt the minimum pipeline 
safety regulations; however, 
States may pass more stringent 
regulations for pipeline safety 
through their State Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas 
daily call which takes place at 1200 
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Eastern. The call in number for the 
conference line is 1-866-462-0164, and 
the participant code is *1540875*. The 
air quality data that SoCalGas has 
uploaded can be found here, but as you 
can see the last data set is December 
17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS 
SOC as well as Mark Young who is one 
of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance 
from the State or locals. Likewise I 
spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior 
Emergency Coordinator for the CDC’s 
National Center for Environmental 
Health. He also confirmed that CDC has 
not received had not received any 
requests for assistance from the state 
or locals. There had been a previous RFI 
on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC 
had received any requests for 
assistance. ATSDR has an LNO 
imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also 
had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is 
aware and monitoring—why I am 
coming to you.  I also providing you 
with a PHMSA POC (copied) should 
have a need to speak with someone 
from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: 
nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s 
call with some background info that I 
put together for my management. 
Should you have questions, please feel 
free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
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Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-
BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and 
Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of 
Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 
3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, 
Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn 
A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 
0900 local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are 
prepping for next week’s storm 
effects for incoming storm 

o SS25 (2nd relief well). 
Making progress down 
~ 2000 feet. May be 
delayed because of 
storm. 

o NOTE: No definitive 
mitigation or 
remediation “plan” 
referenced on website. 
 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School 

District meeting to 
discuss return to school 
scheduled for Jan 11 
(which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan 

believes that 2 
schools have 
been relocated. 
Confirmed in 
KTLA media 
report as 
Castlebay Lane 
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and Porter 
Ranch 
Community 
Schools. 

o Relocation center has 
received 7,100 calls 
(unclear over what time 
frame—event began 
Oct 23) 

o 2,292 in (or have 
accepted) temporary 
housing 

o 3,660 pending 
relocation 
 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring 

continuing 
o Data uploaded 

yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” 

data and new data 
should be updated later 
this morning 

o 3 PM call today to 
discuss revised air 
quality monitoring plan 

o HMZ meeting Jan 9 
 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they 

could be included in 
Methane capture 
meeting on Thursday. 
To date only fire 
captain was invited—
yes 
 In person 

meeting, but 
will be adding 
phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable 
to provide comment on 
proposed changes to air 
quality monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a 
handful of people 
experiencing odors and 
symptoms, but are 
outside of zipcode 
catchment area in the 
“Chatworth” section 
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(apparently in a hilly 
terrain). They have 
attempted to get 
services, but have been 
denied –Send them 
over. We’ll get them 
connected. Do they 
want air purification or 
temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled 
for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been 
instructed to contact HHS when the 
incident occurred. He spoke with the 
SOC and was told they were not 
involved. He also contacted EPA and 
was told that because there were no 
immediate health effects, that they are 
not getting involved. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from 
an underground well of the 
Aliso Canyon storage facility in 
the Santa Susana Mountains. It 
is one of four storage facilities 
in Southern California 

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 
and uses a 7-inch pipe that 
descends 8,500 feet to a natural 
gas deposit underground. 

o SoCalGas has been in operation 
140 years. It is the nation's 
largest natural gas distribution 
utility, providing service to 21.4 
million consumers connected 
through 5.9 million meters in 
more than 500 communities. 
The company's service territory 
encompasses approximately 
20,000 square miles throughout 
central and Southern California, 
from Visalia to the Mexican 
border. Southern California Gas 
Co. is a regulated subsidiary of 
Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 energy services 
holding company based in San 
Diego. 
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o The storage site is spilling 1,200 
tons of methane each day. 
(Estimated 800,000 metric tons 
had been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more 
than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet 
in elevation above the nearest 
homes in the Porter Ranch 
area. “Methane level readings 
in Porter Ranch are 
substantially lower than 
flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to 
residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse 
gas, and the well is contributing 
about a quarter of the state’s 
total output of methane. 

o Per LA County Department of 
health fact sheet “Exposures to 
these chemicals are generally 
not expected to lead to 
permanent or long-term health 
problems,” fact sheet in 
November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a 
TFR over the well site which 
extends to March 8, 2016 (half-
mile radius of the site , up to 
2,000 feet above the surface. 
SoCal saying that it was 
requested to stop distractions 
by overflying planes to the well 
workers. However they quote 
an FAA spokesman email from 
Allen Kenitzer that he believed 
the order was requested “out 
of concerns that fumes from 
the gas leak could be ignited 
from the air.” 

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas 
distributor in the county. 
https://www.alisoupdates.com/
main 

o They are offering 
customers air 
purification and 
weatherization services 
to local residents in the 
91326 zip code to help 
with the odor 
problem. They are 
working with a licensed 
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Heating Ventilation and 
Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide 
whole-house air 
purification by replacing 
the standard air filter(s) 
in  HVAC systems with a 
specially designed 
activated carbon filter 
that can remove the 
compounds found in 
natural gas and its 
odorant from the air in 
customer homes. 

o They are also offering 
to reimburse for 
certified California Air 
Resources Board 
approved systems if 
homeowners want to 
purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering 
providing free, 
temporary housing 
accommodations, 
including locations that 
can accommodate 
residents with 
disabilities and people 
with access and 
functional needs. And 
for residents with pets, 
they have arranged pet-
friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop 
using the well after the 
leak is fixed. They 
caution that it could 
take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with 
some of the world's most 
experienced engineering firms 
to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas 
that is escaping from the leak. 
Currently Boots and Coots is on 
site. 

o The relief well has advanced, 
on-schedule, into the second of 
five operational phases and 
could be completed by late-
February to late-March. Once 
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completed, SoCalGas will use 
the relief well to pump fluids 
and cement into the bottom of 
the leaking well to permanently 
seal it. 

o A second relief well site is being 
prepared as a backup 
operation. 

o The option to conduct 
additional efforts to pump 
fluids directly down the well to 
stop the flow of gas remains 
available, and further attempts 
to do so could be conducted in 
the coming week. 

o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas 
from the storage facility to 
decrease the pressure pushing 
gas out through the leak. The 
company has prioritized the use 
of gas from Aliso Canyon to 
supply customer demand and, 
as a result, is withdrawing 
natural gas from the field at 
about double the typical rate 
for this time of year. 

o SoCalGas opened its Porter 
Ranch Community Resource 
Center Dec. 16 in the Porter 
Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide 
services and information to the 
community 

o LA Public Health has said that 
the leak is NOT a threat to 
public health, but hundreds of 
residents have complained of 
nausea, headaches, bloody 
noses and other maladies. 

o The company and state officials 
say illnesses are caused by the 
foul-smelling additive that 
makes odorless natural gas 
detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 
16 http://abcnews.go.com/US/
wireStory/emergency-
declaration-gas-leak-35804863 
said that the company has paid 
to relocate 1,675 households in 
temporary accommodations 
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and is working at moving 
another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 
to 4 months to dill a secondary 
well that will be used to stop 
the leak 

o On December 15, LA County 
declared a state of emergency 
over a leaking natural gas well 
above a neighbrhood that 
forced a utlity company to 
relocate thousands of residents 
who said that the stench had 
made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas 
President and CEO Dennis V. 
Arriola sent a letter to Calif. 
Gov. Jerry Brown confirming 
the company's commitment to 
work with state officials to 
develop a framework that will 
help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate 
environmental impacts from 
the actual natural gas released 
from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount 
of the leaked volume is 
determined. A comprehensive 
inventory of emissions will be 
taken after the leak has been 
stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. 
Kenney are in the area holding 
public events discussing 
potential long term health 
effects. News media is 
reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill 
webpage http://ktla.com/search/meth
ane+leak/feed/rss2/ 
SoCalGas Emergency 
webpage https://www.socalgas.com/st
ay-safe/emergency-
information/emergency-response 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web 
Page 
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions 
Map https://www.socalgas.com/stay-
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safe/methane-emissions/methane-
emissions-map 
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage http://sempra.mediaroom.c
om/index.php?s=19080&item=137102 
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily 
news http://www.dailynews.com/envir
onment-and-nature/20151215/la-
county-declares-state-of-emergency-
over-porter-ranch-gas-leak 
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-
BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and 
Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of 
Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:25 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lindsay, Nancy
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Do you want me to share the incoming PHMSA coordination email with Bret and Sylvia for the benefit of the 2 pm call 
with Feinstein's staff? 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:21 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Letitia sent the 114 to the following folks 
 
DOT/PHMSA Attorney, Bryn Karaus, 
 
 
CPUC Enforcement Manager, Kenneth Bruno, Jack Mulligan. 
 
The IC calls at 9 PST do not include a role call so I do not know who has been participating. 
 
I will call the POC listed below to follow up. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:06 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Who from phmsa has been on daily calls?  Same as below - see chain. 
 
Who from phmsa received a copy of our response to Sherman? 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
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From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 12:47:02 PM PST 
To: "lynn.slepski@dot.gov" <lynn.slepski@dot.gov>, "Parrish, Cayce" 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: "nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov" <nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov>, 
"Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been 
participating in the daily calls. Enrique Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the 
ones engaged. We had two on-scene coordinators participate in the site 
visit earlier this month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and 
are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you are aware of and 
monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing 
technical assistance to the California Public Utilities Commission which 
is the State pipeline safety program. 
  

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to 
assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and hazardous 
liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with 
PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To participate in the 
pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum 
pipeline safety regulations; however, States may pass more 
stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State 
Legislatures.  
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PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 
1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference line is 1-866-462-
0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that 
SoCalGas has uploaded can be found here, but as you can see the last 
data set is December 17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who 
is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not received any requests for 
assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is 
the Senior Emergency Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for 
Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There 
had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC had 
received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with 
the EOC for situational awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO 
imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am 
coming to you.  I also providing you with a PHMSA POC (copied) should 
have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info 
that I put together for my management. Should you have questions, 
please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
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 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm 
effects for incoming storm 

o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 
feet. May be delayed because of storm. 

o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” 
referenced on website. 
 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to 

school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have 

been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media 
report as Castlebay Lane and Porter Ranch 
Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over 
what time frame—event began Oct 23) 

o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
o 3,660 pending relocation 

 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be 

updated later this morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring 

plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane 

capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain 
was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone 

lines 
o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed 

changes to air quality monitoring 
o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing 

odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode 
catchment area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently 
in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, 
but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them 
connected. Do they want air purification or temporary 
housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when 
the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC and was told they were 
not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there 
were no immediate health effects, that they are not getting involved. 
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BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the 
Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana Mountains. It is 
one of four storage facilities in Southern California 

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7-inch pipe that 
descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit underground. 

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's 
largest natural gas distribution utility, providing service to 21.4 
million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in 
more than 500 communities. The company's service territory 
encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout 
central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican 
border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of 
Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services 
holding company based in San Diego. 

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. 
(Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in 
elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter Ranch area. 
“Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower 
than flammable limits, and do not pose a health concern to 
residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing 
about a quarter of the state’s total output of methane. 

o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to 
these chemicals are generally not expected to lead to 
permanent or long-term health problems,” fact sheet in 
November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which 
extends to March 8, 2016 (half-mile radius of the site , up to 
2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested 
to stop distractions by overflying planes to the well workers. 
However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen 
Kenitzer that he believed the order was requested “out of 
concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the 
air.” 

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. 
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 

o They are offering customers air purification and 
weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip 
code to help with the odor problem. They are working 
with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) contractor to provide whole-house air purification 
by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems 
with a specially designed activated carbon filter that can 
remove the compounds found in natural gas and its 
odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified 
California Air Resources Board approved systems if 
homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary 
housing accommodations, including locations that can 
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accommodate residents with disabilities and people 
with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet-friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. 
They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most 
experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. 
Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on-schedule, into the second of 
five operational phases and could be completed by late-
February to late-March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the 
relief well to pump fluids and cement into the bottom of the 
leaking well to permanently seal it. 

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup 
operation. 

o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly 
down the well to stop the flow of gas remains available, and 
further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming 
week. 

o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to 
decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. The 
company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to 
supply customer demand and, as a result, is withdrawing 
natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for 
this time of year. 

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center 
Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 Rinaldi Street, 
to provide services and information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public 
health, but hundreds of residents have complained of nausea, 
headaches, bloody noses and other maladies. 

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the 
foul-smelling additive that makes odorless natural gas 
detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 
16 http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-
declaration-gas-leak-35804863 said that the company has paid 
to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations 
and is working at moving another 1,200 households. 

o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary 
well that will be used to stop the leak 

o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over 
a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood that forced a 
utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that 
the stench had made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent 
a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the company's 
commitment to work with state officials to develop a 
framework that will help guide the company's efforts to 
mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas 
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released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – even before the actual 
amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive 
inventory of emissions will be taken after the leak has been 
stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding 
public events discussing potential long term health effects. 
News media is reporting public protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/ 
SoCalGas Emergency webpage https://www.socalgas.com/stay-
safe/emergency-information/emergency-response 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page 
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map https://www.socalgas.com/stay-
safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map 
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=1
37102 
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-
nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency-over-porter-
ranch-gas-leak 
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:21 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lindsay, Nancy;Moore, Letitia
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Letitia sent the 114 to the following folks  
 
DOT/PHMSA Attorney, Bryn Karaus, 
 
 
CPUC Enforcement Manager, Kenneth Bruno, Jack Mulligan. 
 
The IC calls at 9 PST do not include a role call so I do not know who has been participating. 
 
I will call the POC listed below to follow up. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:06 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Who from phmsa has been on daily calls?  Same as below - see chain. 
 
Who from phmsa received a copy of our response to Sherman? 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 12:47:02 PM PST 
To: "lynn.slepski@dot.gov" <lynn.slepski@dot.gov>, "Parrish, Cayce" 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: "nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov" <nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in 
the daily calls. Enrique Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on-
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scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this month and are continuing to 
examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  

From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach 
out to EPA to determine if you are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane 
Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California Public Utilities 
Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety 
authority over the intrastate gas and hazardous liquid pipelines through 
Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum 
pipeline safety regulations; however, States may pass more stringent 
regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The 
call in number for the conference line is 1-866-462-0164, and the participant code is 
*1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be found here, but as 
you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the 
Region 9 ECs. They have not received any requests for assistance from the State or 
locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency Coordinator for the 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not 
received had not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had 
been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC had received any requests 
for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational awareness. He 
thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
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I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to 
you.  I also providing you with a PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with 
someone from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put 
together for my management. Should you have questions, please feel free to contact 
me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  

From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
 
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
 

 OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming 
storm 

o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be 
delayed because of storm. 

o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on 
website. 
 

 COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled 

for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
 NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. 

Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and Porter 
Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time 
frame—event began Oct 23) 

o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 
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o 3,660 pending relocation 
 

 ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this 

morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

 

 Q&A 
o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on 

Thursday. To date only fire captain was invited—yes 
 In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air 
quality monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and 
symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment area in the 
“Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted 
to get services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them 
connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

 
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
 
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident 
occurred. He spoke with the SOC and was told they were not involved. He also 
contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health effects, that 
they are not getting involved. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon 
storage facility in the Santa Susana Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities 
in Southern California 

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7-inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to 
a natural gas deposit underground. 

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas 
distribution utility, providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected 
through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The company's 
service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout 
central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego. 

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 
metric tons had been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above 
the nearest homes in the Porter Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter 
Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not pose a health 
concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter 
of the state’s total output of methane. 
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o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals 
are generally not expected to lead to permanent or long-term health 
problems,” fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 
2016 (half-mile radius of the site , up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal 
saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes to the well 
workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that 
he believed the order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas 
leak could be ignited from the air.” 

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. 
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 

o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to 
local residents in the 91326 zip code to help with the odor problem. They 
are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) contractor to provide whole-house air purification by replacing the 
standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated 
carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its 
odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources 
Board approved systems if homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing 
accommodations, including locations that can accommodate residents 
with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for 
residents with pets, they have arranged pet-friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution 
that it could take months to stop the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced 
engineering firms to develop innovative approaches to capturing the gas that is 
escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on-schedule, into the second of five operational 
phases and could be completed by late-February to late-March. Once 
completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into the 
bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it. 

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation. 
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well 

to stop the flow of gas remains available, and further attempts to do so could be 
conducted in the coming week. 

o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure 
pushing gas out through the leak. The company has prioritized the use of gas 
from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is withdrawing 
natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year. 

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the 
Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 Rinaldi Street, to provide services and 
information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but 
hundreds of residents have complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and 
other maladies. 

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul-smelling 
additive that makes odorless natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16 http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-
declaration-gas-leak-35804863 said that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 
households in temporary accommodations and is working at moving another 
1,200 households. 
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o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be 
used to stop the leak 

o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking 
natural gas well above a neighbrhood that forced a utlity company to relocate 
thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. 
Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the company's commitment to work with state 
officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's efforts to 
mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the 
leak at Aliso Canyon – even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is 
determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will be taken after the 
leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events 
discussing potential long term health effects. News media is reporting public 
protests. 

 
 
KTLA spill webpage http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/ 
SoCalGas Emergency webpage https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-
information/emergency-response 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-
emissions/methane-emissions-map 
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102 
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-
county-declares-state-of-emergency-over-porter-ranch-gas-leak 
 
 
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Maier, Brent
Subject: Re: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry 

Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

What is Sylvia's number? 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Dec 30, 2015, at 11:05 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
> 
> I now know that Dan is out on leave until next week. Would you have any details to share regarding my message to 
Dan Meer? In addition, I will be doing a follow up call with the Congressman's Legislative Director after lunch and 
wanted to see whether you might like to join Sylvia Quast and myself on the call with the Congressman's Legislative 
Director, Lauren Wolman. I left you a voicemail on this request as well. 
> 
> I am working flexiplace and can be reached at 415.760.9170. 
> 
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Maier, Brent 
> Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM 
> To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
> Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow 
> Up Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter 
> on Aliso Canyon 
> Importance: High 
> 
> Dan - 
> 
> I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director which is included below. 
As you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation". 
> 
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> Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the letter. I discussed this 
follow up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach 
out to you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to 
see whether you could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in 
addition to the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate in teleconference 
briefing updates, but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the 
release. 
> 
> I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our call with their office, 
the only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are 
currently monitoring the situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
> 
> Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their office? If so, can you 
please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane 
flight at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks. 
> 
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
> 
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
> Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
> To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren 
> <Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
> Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
> Canyon 
> 
> Hi Brent, 
> 
> I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email. 
> 
> My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation. 
> 
> But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you told John and I that the 
epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or was it something else? 
> 
> Thanks for your guidance. 
> 
> I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959. 
> 
> Thank you. 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
>> On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
>> 
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>> John – 
>> 
>> I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA 
response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
>> 
>> Regards, 
>> 
>> Brent Maier 
>> Congressional Liaison 
>> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
>> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
>> San Francisco, CA 94105 
>> Ph: 415.947.4256 
>> 
>> From: Higuchi, Dean 
>> Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
>> To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) 
>> <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
>> (scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
>> Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
>> Canyon 
>> 
>> Dear Colleagues, 
>> 
>> Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
>> 
>> Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , 
Brent will be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
>> 
>> Thank you, 
>> 
>> Dean Higuchi 
>> Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9, 
>> Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
>> 808-541-2711 
>> 
>> <Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 
> <EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique; Lindsay, Nancy
Cc: Meer, Daniel
Subject: Fwd: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry 

Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYI see below 
 
There is a call with congressman Sherman's office today that Sylvia Quast will join. 
 
I am available to join as well. It is a follow up to the call with Jeremy and also our letter. 
 
Also Stan Mieberg inquired today about the incident and r9s reported investigation. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up 
Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  

I now know that Dan is out on leave until next week. Would you have any details to share 
regarding my message to Dan Meer? In addition, I will be doing a follow up call with the 
Congressman's Legislative Director after lunch and wanted to see whether you might like to join 
Sylvia Quast and myself on the call with the Congressman's Legislative Director, Lauren 
Wolman. I left you a voicemail on this request as well. 
 
I am working flexiplace and can be reached at 415.760.9170. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Maier, Brent 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM 
To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry 
Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
Importance: High 
 
Dan - 
 
I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director 
which is included below. As you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will 
be conducting an investigation". 
 
Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the 
letter. I discussed this follow up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our 
role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach out to you. I know that we have sent the 
attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to see whether you 
could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in 
addition to the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate 
in teleconference briefing updates, but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. 
OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the release. 
 
I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our 
call with their office, the only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under 
Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to issue an information request to the company 
and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are currently monitoring the 
situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
 
Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their 
office? If so, can you please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is 
currently unavailable as she is on an airplane flight at the present. If you would like to join me 
for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren 
<Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
 
Hi Brent, 
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I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email. 
 
My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation. 
 
But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you 
told John and I that the epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or 
was it something else? 
 
Thanks for your guidance. 
 
I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
 
John – 
 
I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, 
last week sent to Lauren to EPA response to the incoming letter from 
Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
 
Regards, 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Higuchi, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov) 
<lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
Canyon 
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Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional 
Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman Sherman’s December 10th letter 
on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the 
Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, 
maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , Brent will be back in the 
office on Tuesday, December 29. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9, 
Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
808-541-2711 
 
<Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:28 AM
To: Allen, HarryL
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf; Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 

Leak Update 12-28-2015final.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

here you go 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 

From: Allen, HarryL 
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 10:26 AM 
To: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Weber, Fe <Weber.Fe@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015 
 
Hi Kay 
I did the call. Do you have the in word so i can update? 
 
Also we have nothing for the weekly 
Thanks! 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Dec 28, 2015, at 4:38 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

New information is shaded yellow.  
  
  
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
  
 
  

<Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf> 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  

28 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern 
California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in 
the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the 
abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal 
Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, 
Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic 
feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):  

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 55 degrees high on Monday.  Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
 
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;  

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

 
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure 
piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds.  
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was 
installed. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not 
expected for 2-3 months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back 



from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up 
to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on 
the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head may have increased 
considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well head area and the 
bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing equipment to 
the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for gas 
capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, 
incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options 
for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either through incineration 
(not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would need permits for either of 
those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform over the well head upon 
which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there were many feasible options 
for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility.  
SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for 
installation to date. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit 
site 12/28/2015. Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they 
have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties 
have potential impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 961 requests are in 
process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 
900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 
 

• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are 
scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume 
was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 
kg methane per hour. 

 



Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous 
materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA proposes to issue a 
Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite the 
temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation 
will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. 
 
SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will 
require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and 
reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High 
School. During the hearing, members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing 
Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will 
assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811


PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  

28 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern 
California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in 
the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the 
abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal 
Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, 
Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic 
feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):  

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 55 degrees high on Monday.  Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
 
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;  

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

 
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure 
piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds.  
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was 
installed. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not 
expected for 2-3 months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back 



from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up 
to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on 
the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head may have increased 
considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well head area and the 
bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing equipment to 
the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for gas 
capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, 
incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options 
for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either through incineration 
(not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would need permits for either of 
those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform over the well head upon 
which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there were many feasible options 
for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility.  
SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for 
installation to date. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit 
site 12/28/2015. Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they 
have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties 
have potential impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 961 requests are in 
process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 
900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 
 

• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are 
scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 
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On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume 
was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 
kg methane per hour. 
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On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous 
materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA proposes to issue a 
Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite the 
temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation 
will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. 
 
SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will 
require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and 
reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High 
School. During the hearing, members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing 
Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will 
assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Meer, Daniel; Eoc, Epahq; Johnson, Kathleen; Keener, Bill; Lee, Eugene; Lindsay, Nancy; 

Manzanilla, Enrique; Moore, Letitia; Quast, Sylvia; Schumann, Jean; Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL; Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
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Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
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• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
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• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

 
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure 
piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds.  
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was 
installed. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not 
expected for 2-3 months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back 



from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up 
to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on 
the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head may have increased 
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incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options 
for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either through incineration 
(not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would need permits for either of 
those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform over the well head upon 
which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there were many feasible options 
for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility.  
SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for 
installation to date. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit 
site 12/28/2015. Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they 
have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties 
have potential impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 961 requests are in 
process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 
900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 
 

• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are 
scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume 
was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 
kg methane per hour. 

 



Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous 
materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA proposes to issue a 
Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite the 
temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation 
will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. 
 
SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will 
require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and 
reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High 
School. During the hearing, members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing 
Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will 
assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 12:43 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared;Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 21Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New Information Shaded Yellow. 
 
Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets with any significant 
developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their 
bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February but will most likely be sooner. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

21 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 

DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 

these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 

government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 

Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 

run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use ‘end of 

February’ as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 

January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 

well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not 

sooner”.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 

performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-

25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 

preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 

pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 

components to the site  



 

Gas Capture Options: 

 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 

and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 

national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 



 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 

leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 3:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - 
Do Not Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
 
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
 
Corrected bullet here: 
 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a 
methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

19 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 

with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 

elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 

SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 

is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not sooner”.  

Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 

greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 

SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16.pdf; SoCalGas Methane Capture Plan Letter 
01.18.2016.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Effective today, these updates will be send twice weekly, on a Monday/Thursday 
schedule.  Significant events on other days will be communicated via email. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

19 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 

with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 

elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 

 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 

SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 

is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not sooner”.  

Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 

greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 

occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 

SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  

 

Gas Capture Options: 

 



On 18 November SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html


 

Dennis V. Arriola  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

 
555 W. 5th Street, M.L. GT-21C1  

Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
 

Tel: 213.244.3800  
Fax: 213.244.8293  

DArriola@SempraUtilities.com 
 

January 18, 2016 

 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  
Governor, State of California  
State Capitol, Suite 1173  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown:  

As you are aware, we have been evaluating since November various options to safely capture 
and process the gas leaking from the SS25 well at our Aliso Canyon facility.  I write to advise you 
that after consultation with our safety team as well as state regulators, we have determined 
that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without 
adding unnecessary safety risks. While keeping state and local agencies fully informed, we have 
used our best efforts to develop and consider multiple plans to safely capture and process the 
gas.  Unfortunately, none of the identified plans adequately address these safety risks to our 
satisfaction.   

As a result, we have decided to end this component of our ongoing mitigation program.   

Our highest priority has been and continues to be to safely seal the SS25 well as quickly as 
possible.  To that end, we continue to make excellent progress on our relief well operations.  
We currently believe that we will be in a position to intercept SS25 and stop the leak by late 
February, if not sooner.   
  
In the interim, and consistent with your January 6, 2016 Order, we have been delivering as 
much gas as we can to our customers from the Aliso Canyon storage facility, while still 
providing reliable service.  According to the California Air Resources Board, these efforts have 
reduced the volume of escaping gas by over 60 percent since November 28.  In addition, we 
continue to provide homes in the vicinity with free whole-house air purification and plug-in air 
purifiers that remove natural gas odorant.  We install approximately 200 air purification 
systems per day, and we are confident that these systems have been effective in improving air 



quality in the community.  Finally, we continue to implement our relocation services to provide 
reasonable alternative accommodations to those residents who chose to leave the immediate 
area.  We believe that these steps have safely reduced the amount of methane that is being 
emitted, as well as the impact on the community near our facility, as our relief well operations 
move forward.   

Please let me know if you have any questions concerning our decision to discontinue work on 
the proposed methane capture and processing system.  We will, of course, keep you fully 
apprised of our progress on all other aspects of our operations to fully and finally resolve the 
SS25 gas leak.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Arriola 
President and CEO 
Southern California Gas Company  
 
 
 
cc:  
 
Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD 
Robert Weisenmiller, CEC 
Michael Picker, CPUC 
Richard Corey, CARB 
Al Walker, DOGGR 
Jason Marshall, DOC 
Elizavita Melashanko, CPUC SED 
Ken Bruno, CPUC SED 
Mary Ann Efron, Cal OSHA 
Robert Salgado, Cal OSHA 
Chief Dave Stone, Cal OES 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
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To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 14 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
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Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
See the link at the end of this pape
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available t
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participa
system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 
County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 
standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

itle V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments. 
 
An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 
SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 
and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 
requests are in process with an additional 481  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-
assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-
angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
See the link at the end of this pape
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available t
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participa
system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 
County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 
standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

itle V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments. 
 
An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 
SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 
and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 
requests are in process with an additional 481  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-
assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-
angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los


PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
11 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the  design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas. 
 On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a 
federal task force of well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and 
operation of the Gas Capture and Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas. The 
Department of Energy representative on the NRT call will take this request back to the 
DOE fossil energy and science and technology programs regarding experts that might 
be available to help.  The Department of Interior s USGS and Bureau of Safety and 



Environmenta l Enforcement may also have some expertise. Mike Faulkner, the NRT 
executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weathe r  is  fo reca s t  fo r  high wind s  to  re sume . This  could  
imp ac t  wo rk  occurr ing a t  S S - 2 5  ( fo r  examp le ,  ins ta lla t ion o f the  4 t h  
co a lesc ing t ray) .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
educe overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
ttaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

Drilling has reached approximately 7197 feet. Ranging run #11 is being 
performed today. Relief well #1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or 
early March. Drilling will slow significantly as they approach 8000 feet because the 
ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency, to accurately establish the 
position of RW#1 in relation to SS-25. Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

SoCal Gas is preparing to put down the cement/soil slurry on Relief Well #2 
drilling pad. 

Gas Capture Options:  



SoCal Gas received permiss io n from SCAQMD to begin constructio n of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installa t io n of additiona l equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additiona l work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the applicat ion so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system.  

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  



On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

California Air Resources Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change


 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Compilation of Stories 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
8 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather is  forecast  to be  clear and sunny.   
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 



 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
awal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 
 Drilling has reached approximately 6460 feet. Ranging run #10 is scheduled for a 
depth of approximately 6610 feet. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

The clear weather should allow for continued preparation of the drill pad for 
RW#2. 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system .  



Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  



Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 7 January 2016 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds a re  calm .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 
successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 
6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility existing Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 
covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 



of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 3:01 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 6 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.06.16 - Copy.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 6 January. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
6 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Ac ting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfe ld had a meet and greet  with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rain and low visibility in the area continued on 6 January. Access  to  SS  2 5  
and  Re lie f Well N umb er  2  co ntinue s  to  be  re s tr ic ted ,  fo r  sa fe ty reaso ns .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  



flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 
  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be 
conducted, to precisely locate relief well#1 in relation to SS25. SoCal Gas estimates that 
they should reach approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling 
stays on schedule.  The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks 
because the range runs will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can 
intercept the bottom of SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of 
the drilling of the last 500 feet will be much slower. 

Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed successfully and 
drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 6000 feet.  The P-
39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad. PS-20 has been shut in 

due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 has been pushed back to 1 
February, weather permitting. 

The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the wet 
weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for the drill 
pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 
only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 
into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifo ld and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
prelimina ry applicatio n to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 
project.  
under the steel bridge and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain 
any oil mists that emit from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The 
other two coalesce plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather 
permitt ing. 

SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for constructio n and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 



Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the 
revised air monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal 
Gas is revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence 
line of the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 
hour continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 
Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

  
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to 
the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   



  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:20 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 5 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.05.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
5 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld had a meet and greet  with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal  
Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week. 
V is i b i l i t y  i s  l im i t ed  a t  t h e  we l l  s i t e s  an d  a cc es s  t o  SS  25  an d  R e l i e f  
W el l  Num b er  2  h as  b een  cu r t a i l ed .  
  

Well Management:  



SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 
Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be conducted, to precisely 
locate the well bore in relation to SS-25. SoCal Gas estimates that they should reach 
approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling stays on schedule.  
The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks because the range runs 
will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can intercept the bottom of 
SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of the drilling of the last 
500 feet will be much slower. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

PS-20 has been shut in due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 
has been pushed back to 1 February, weather permitting. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 
assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 
only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 
into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifol d and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 
project. The flaring operation will require a permit from SCAQMD. Additionally, 

and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any oil mists that emit 



from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce 
plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitting.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 
Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

 
 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  



SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:49 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 4 January is attached.   
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:42 AM
To: Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, Nancy;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig;Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.24.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.   
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

24 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Weather:  Weather is rainy with winds expected to increase over the next several days, 
with wind gusts up to 80 mph. High winds will affect the drilling of relief well #1 and 
preparation of well pad for relief well #2. 

 Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  P-39A remains on schedule. A cement plug was installed and 
they are cementing the 9 5/8” intermediate casing to 3682 feet.  They are waiting on cement 
delivery and working on the well head and will resume drilling in a few days. 

 Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and it now looks 
like they will need to move closer to 72,000 cy of dirt.  The increased amount of grading is being 
done to improve the stability of the well pad. 

 Kill Attempt on SS-25:  With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they are assessing 
the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head.  Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud is on the bridge, causing it to bow.  There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt.  The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably.  This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge.  They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 



bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe.  If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head. 

 Air Monitoring:  Air monitoring continues as 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility.  

 Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center, 290 visitors on 23 December.  They also had 12 media inquiries and are 
overwhelmed with information and data requests from all levels of government. 

 Gas Capture Options:  AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head.  The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal.  Previously, SoCal Gas 
was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, 
either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal.  SCAQMD pointed out that they 
would need permits for either of those options.  Gas capture would require them to construct a 
platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned.  It did not sound 
like there were many feasible options for gas capture. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 



mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 10:33 AM
To: hqeoc/hqeoc/QP/USEPA/US;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

23 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 



 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 
mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:08 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, 
Fatima;Benson, Craig

Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the requested 
information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as possible and will continue to 
provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility
30 December 2015

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates.

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.

Well Management:
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.

A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today.

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft. SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months.
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule.
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236
homes scheduled for installation to date. A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3.
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing.

 Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch. SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home.

• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 
well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems.



Recent State/Local Agency Actions:
California Air Resouces Board

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility. The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 

Los Angeles Unified School District
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.

SCAQMD
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board. This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.   
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  

28 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern 
California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in 
the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the 
abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal 
Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, 
Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic 
feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):  

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 55 degrees high on Monday.  Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
 
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;  

s to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
 

 
ing piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

 
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure 
piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds.  
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was 
installed. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not 
expected for 2-3 months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back 



from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up 
to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on 
the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head may have increased 
considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well head area and the 
bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing equipment to 
the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: 
capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, 
incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options 
for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either through incineration 
(not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would need permits for either of 
those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform over the well head upon 
which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there were many feasible options 
for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility. 
SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for 
installation to date. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit 
site 12/28/2015. Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they 
have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties 
have potential impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 961 requests are in 
process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 
900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 
 
Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are 
scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume 
was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 
kg methane per hour.



Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous 
materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA proposes to issue a 
Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los  17 to expedite the 
temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation 
will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. 

SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will 
require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and 
reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High 
School. During the hearing, members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing 
Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will 
assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:16 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, 

David;Eoc, Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, 
Kelly;Zabel, Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, 
Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 15 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 15Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information highlighted yellow.  The next update will be distributed on Tuesday 19 January. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

mailto:johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
15 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
There will be no additional updates prepared until Tuesday 19 January. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  On 

was discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or county 
entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several 
participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County 
Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate the 
design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code standpoint. 
LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.  This could impact 
work occurring at SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today three of four 6# cement slurry bases have been laid, with the final scheduled for 16 Jan.  



The spud date (commencement of drilling operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 
Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments; additionally, the Region will have a formal review role of any Title V 
permit that is issued for the project. The proposed use of the gas capture system at the Well 25-
SS location poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues.  Kay Lawrence participated in 
an interagency meeting with SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns. Present at this 
meeting were representatives of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and 
DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They have also started sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 
requests are in process with an additional 529  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 1962 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1544 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 1280 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 



 
ffice: 

 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
CalOES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown has been invited to attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 

The public testimony portion of the 



hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Efforts to plug Porter Ranch-area gas leak worsened blowout risk, regulators say 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 

The World Is Hemorrhaging Methane, and Now We Can See Where 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-
flaring-map/ 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Irizarry, Gilberto
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 5:27 AM
To: Stanislaus, Mathy;Natarajan, Nitin;Breen, Barry;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana
Cc: Bergman, Shawna;Lee, Eugene;Schlieger, Brian;Woodyard, Josh
Subject: Situational Awareness ... Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYI 
 
Here’s a couple of congressionals on the subject situation. 
 
 
 
And here’s the latest R9 Situational Update. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
Gilberto "Tito" Irizarry, Director 
Preparedness & Response Operations Division (PROD) 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
O: 202-564-7982 
C: 202-821-8138 
 
 











BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds are  ca lm .  

  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 

successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 

6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 
 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 

operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 

leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 

covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  

Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0


of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Irizarry, Gilberto
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 7:25 AM
To: Matthiessen, Craig;Jennings, Kim
Cc: Lee, Eugene;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Irizarry, Gilberto;Woodyard, Josh
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thanks Eugene … Adding Craig and Kim here for them to also have situational awareness … 
 
Gilberto "Tito" Irizarry, Director 
Preparedness & Response Operations Division (PROD) 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
O: 202-564-7982 
C: 202-821-8138 
 
From: Lee, Eugene  
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 10:15 AM 
To: Cheatham, Reggie <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Irizarry, Gilberto 
<Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>; Woodyard, Josh <Woodyard.Joshua@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016 
 
FYSA – Internal R9 highlights below are lifted from the attachment.  
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman. Region 
9 has also fielded staff inquiries from both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices.  
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet McCabe.  
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the incident.  
• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA 
§114. This initial production consists of a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits. SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted. There may be additional documents forthcoming. 
 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 6:49 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016 
 

mailto:<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Woodyard.Joshua@epa.gov>
mailto:Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:cheatham.reggie@epa.gov
mailto:Tulis.Dana@epa.gov
mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov
mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
mailto:Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov
mailto:Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov
mailto:Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
mailto:Boone.David@epa.gov
mailto:Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov
mailto:Lee.Eugene@epa.gov
mailto:Schumann.Jean@epa.gov
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Update for 4 January is attached.   
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lee, Eugene
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 12:58 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Eoc, Epahq
Subject: FW: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre 

Decisional - Do Not Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Nitin, 
 
This was the latest sitrep we received (from yesterday).  
 
Will request R9 add you to their sitrep distro list. 
 
EL 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 6:11 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; 
Strauss, Alexis <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>; Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, 
Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>; Adams, Elizabeth <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
 
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
 
Corrected bullet here: 
 
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a 
methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 

mailto:<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>;
mailto:<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>;
mailto:<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>
mailto:<Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Boone.David@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>;
mailto:<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>;
mailto:<Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>
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415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lee, Eugene
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 7:15 AM
To: Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Irizarry, Gilberto;Woodyard, Josh
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYSA – Internal R9 highlights below are lifted from the attachment.  
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
• On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman. Region 
9 has also fielded staff inquiries from both Sen Boxer’s and Sen. Feinstein’s offices.  
• A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet McCabe.  
• The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the incident.  
• On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA 
§114. This initial production consists of a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits. SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted. There may be additional documents forthcoming. 
 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 6:49 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016 
 
Update for 4 January is attached.   
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

mailto:<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>;
mailto:<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>
mailto:<Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Boone.David@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lee, Eugene
Sent: Saturday, January 02, 2016 6:32 AM
To: Eoc, Epahq
Subject: Re: (U/FOUO) EPA Investigating Porter Ranch Gas Leak, Sending Coordinators To Scene 

- CA-UPDATE 1 to MMC IOI #6424-15   

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thanks. 
 
Good call. 
 
LMK if you need anything on this incident. 
 
EL 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 2, 2016, at 12:38 AM, Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov> wrote: 

I was able to get in touch with Harry. He let me know that the OSCs were dispatched a few 
weeks ago for a tour and that the information in the NOC report is old. He also let me know that 
there aren't any infrastructure impacts other then a couple schools being closed down and homes 
being evacuated.   
 
 Doesn't seem like there will be any need for immediate follow up tonight unless the NOC or the 
NICC pings me directly regarding infrastructure. Will keep monitoring the situation. 
 
Pete Oh, Senior Watch Officer  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
HQ Emergency Operations Center 
1200 Pennslyvania Ave 
Washington D.C.  20004 
 
 
24-Hour #  202.564.3850 
 
 
On Jan 2, 2016, at 12:27 AM, Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hey Eugene, 
see below for the message that I just sent to the region 9 tel duty officer.  I tried to 
call them but wasn't able to reach them. I'm not sure if the dispatching of OSC's is 
a recent development or not but I figured I would try to get some info from 
someone in the region to have in my back pocket or for you to push up the 
management chain. I'll pass along whatever I get. Let me know if you have any 
guidance for how I should proceed. Thanks. 

mailto:Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov
mailto:Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov
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Pete Oh, Senior Watch Officer  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
HQ Emergency Operations Center 
1200 Pennslyvania Ave 
Washington D.C.  20004 
 
 
24-Hour #  202.564.3850 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Eoc, Epahq" <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov> 
Date: January 2, 2016 at 12:23:17 AM EST 
To: "Weden, Christopher" <Weden.Christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: (U/FOUO) EPA Investigating Porter Ranch Gas 
Leak, Sending Coordinators To Scene - CA-UPDATE 1 to 
MMC IOI #6424-15   

Hey Chris, 
Hope you had a good new year. I'm contacting you because you 
were listed as the telephone duty officer for today.  
 
The email below came into the HQ watch officer earlier tonight. 
Note that it says that EPA has sent out 2 OSCs. Is this a recent 
development? If it is, we will probably need some sort of info to 
pass along up the headquarters management chain at some point 
tomorrow. Looks like the NOC is also asking about whether or not 
there have been any reports on critical infrastructure related to this 
incident. 
 
If you've got any info along these lines, let me know. Thanks very 
much. I appreciate it. 
 
Pete Oh, Senior Watch Officer  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
HQ Emergency Operations Center 
1200 Pennslyvania Ave 
Washington D.C.  20004 
 
 
24-Hour #  202.564.3850 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: NOC.SWO.Restricted 
<NOC.SWO.Restricted@hq.dhs.gov> 
Date: January 1, 2016 at 11:42:55 PM EST 
To: NOC.IPNICC 

mailto:Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov
mailto:Weden.Christopher@epa.gov
mailto:NOC.SWO.Restricted@hq.dhs.gov
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<NOC.IPNICC@HQ.DHS.GOV> 
Cc: NOC.SWO.Restricted 
<NOC.SWO.Restricted@hq.dhs.gov>, EPA 
<eoc.epahq@epa.gov>, DoE OPS Center 
<doehqeoc@oem.doe.gov>, NOC.State&Local 
<NOC.State&Local@HQ.DHS.GOV> 
Subject: (U/FOUO) EPA Investigating Porter 
Ranch Gas Leak, Sending Coordinators To 
Scene - CA-UPDATE 1 to MMC IOI #6424-15   

UNCLASSIFIED / FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
  
This incident in a LA suburb has been going on 
for a while – has the NICC pushed anything on 
this with regards to infrastructure impacts?   
            “After two months and tons and tons of 
methane released into the air, the Southern 
California Gas Company has only recently pinpointed 
the location of the disastrous leak at their Aliso 
Canyon facility near the San Fernando Valley 
community of Porter Ranch. (Still haven't stopped it 
though; that'll take a few more months.)” 
  
Ozzie Enriquez 
DHS National Operations Center (NOC) 
Washington, DC//202.282.8101  

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
  
WARNING: This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO); it contains information that may be 
exempt from public release under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). It is to be controlled, 
stored, handled, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with DHS policy relating to 
FOUO information and is not to be released to the public or other personnel who do not have a valid 
"need-to-know" without prior approval of an authorized DHS official. 
  
  
  
From: NOC Media Monitoring 
[mailto:mmc@techopsolutions.net]  
Sent: Friday, January 01, 2016 11:10 PM 
Subject: EPA Investigating Porter Ranch Gas Leak, 
Sending Coordinators To Scene - CA-UPDATE 1 to MMC 
IOI #6424-15  
  
Location(s): Los Angeles County, California 

? The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) says it is now investigating a massive 
ongoing natural gas leak in Los Angeles' 
Porter Ranch neighborhood that's being 
called one of the worst environmental 
disasters in years  

o More than two months after the leak 
started, methane gas continues to 
escape from an underground pipe at 

mailto:NOC.IPNICC@HQ.DHS.GOV
mailto:NOC.SWO.Restricted@hq.dhs.gov
mailto:eoc.epahq@epa.gov
mailto:doehqeoc@oem.doe.gov
mailto:NOC.State&Local@HQ.DHS.GOV
mailto:mmc@techopsolutions.net
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Southern California Gas Company's 
(SoCal Gas) Aliso Canyon facility 

o Thousands of residents say the gas 
smell -- stemming from an odorous 
additive called mercaptan used to 
signal a leak -- made them feel sick, 
bringing on headaches, dizziness and 
nausea 

o According to KABC-TV, SoCal Gas 
had helped relocate more than 2,200 
families 

? The EPA said it had dispatched two on-
scene coordinators to SoCal Gas' Aliso 
Canyon facility  

o The agency also said that daily 
communications continued with 
local and state officials "to stay 
abreast of developments in 
controlling the gas and assisting 
local residents" 

? On Monday, SoCal Gas officials said they'd 
found the location of the leak  

o Officials said Monday that after 
careful drilling, they were in the 
process of fixing the leak but that it 
could take until late February 

 
New Media Sources (some page content may 
change or not be available over time): 
- Twitter [KTBB Radio] 
-- http://bit.ly/1MLSvBw 

 
The above information summarizes emerging open 
source reporting that has not been corroborated by 
official government sources. It is provided to 
rapidly enhance situational awareness on items of 
interest to the homeland security enterprise. 

 

John Lambert 
Operations Analyst 
DHS NOC Media Monitoring  
Phone: 703-596-1015 
Cell: 703-994-0780 

http://bit.ly/1MLSvBw
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lee, Eugene
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 11:13 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Kay, 
 
I'm assuming no call today. 
 
Stayed on the line for about 10 minutes. 
 
Keep us posted as needed on any issues that may come up over the weekend and, otherwise, will check back in on the 
Monday call. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Eugene 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 8:08 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

Updates are in yellow. 
  
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
  
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the 
requested information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as 
possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them 
the importance of getting the information as soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was 
their highest priority. 
  
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
  

<Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf> 

mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lee, Eugene
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 7:32 AM
To: Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Hull, George;Matthiessen, Craig;Jennings, Kim
Cc: Irizarry, Gilberto
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYSA, 
 
Latest update includes summary of media inquiries in R9.  
 
On the R9 call yesterday, the region mentioned they are continuing to explore possible authorities under RMP. 
 
EL 
 
From: Lawrence, Kathryn  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 8:08 PM 
To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Lindsay, Nancy 
<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia 
<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean <Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Ty, 
Fatima <Ty.Fatima@epa.gov>; Benson, Craig <Benson.Craig@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 
 
Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the requested 
information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as possible and will continue to 
provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
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mailto:<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>;
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mailto:<Benson.Craig@epa.gov>


PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility
30 December 2015

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates.

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.

Well Management:
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.

A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today.

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft. SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months.
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule.
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236
homes scheduled for installation to date. A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3.
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing.

 Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch. SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home.

• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 
well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems.



Recent State/Local Agency Actions:
California Air Resouces Board

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility. The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 

Los Angeles Unified School District
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.

SCAQMD
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board. This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lee, Eugene
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:56 AM
To: Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana
Cc: Eoc, Epahq
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.24.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Detailed update. Some deteriorating conditions at the well head post top kill attempt. 
 
EL 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: December 24, 2015 at 1:42:22 PM EST 
To: "Eoc, Epahq" <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Keener, 
Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Nancy" 
<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" 
<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Ty, Fatima" <Ty.Fatima@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allen, HarryL" <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>, "Benson, Craig" <Benson.Craig@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, 
Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015 

New information is shaded yellow.   
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

24 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Weather:  Weather is rainy with winds expected to increase over the next several days, 
with wind gusts up to 80 mph. High winds will affect the drilling of relief well #1 and 
preparation of well pad for relief well #2. 

 Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  P-39A remains on schedule. A cement plug was installed and 
they are cementing the 9 5/8” intermediate casing to 3682 feet.  They are waiting on cement 
delivery and working on the well head and will resume drilling in a few days. 

 Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and it now looks 
like they will need to move closer to 72,000 cy of dirt.  The increased amount of grading is being 
done to improve the stability of the well pad. 

 Kill Attempt on SS-25:  With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they are assessing 
the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head.  Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud is on the bridge, causing it to bow.  There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt.  The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably.  This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge.  They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 



bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe.  If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head. 

 Air Monitoring:  Air monitoring continues as 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility.  

 Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center, 290 visitors on 23 December.  They also had 12 media inquiries and are 
overwhelmed with information and data requests from all levels of government. 

 Gas Capture Options:  AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head.  The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal.  Previously, SoCal Gas 
was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, 
either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal.  SCAQMD pointed out that they 
would need permits for either of those options.  Gas capture would require them to construct a 
platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned.  It did not sound 
like there were many feasible options for gas capture. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 



mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 

https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety
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House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
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WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Ty, Fatima
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2016 2:29 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared;Strauss, Alexis;Zito, Kelly
Cc: Gaudario, Abigail;Hanna, Steve;Kao, Jessica;Keener, Bill;Kwok, Frances;LEONIDO-JOHN, 

STEVEN;Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: Weekly Report for January 25, 2016
Attachments: Weekly Report 012516 final.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

-For Internal Distribution Only- 
 
Please see the attached report. 
 
 
Fatima Ty 
Special Assistant 
Office of the Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA, Region 9 
Tel (415) 972-3550 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 25, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: JANUARY 18–JANUARY 22, 2016 
 
Hawaii Trip: The Regional Administrator was in Hawaii for various meetings and a visit to Midway 
Atoll. He participated in a radio interview, attended Red Mass, observed a CWSRF-funded project that 
will reduce discharges to the Ala Wai, and met with HDOH’s Deputy Director for Environmental 
Health, Keith Kawaoka. The Regional Administrator also visited Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB 
contamination and marine debris that has been impacting the islands. 
 
Centennial Corridor: On January 11, EPA commented on Caltrans’ Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Centennial Corridor highway project in Bakersfield. Caltrans adequately 
responded to EPA comments on the Draft EIS, and committed to numerous localized air quality project 
improvements through the $1.5 million Voluntary Emissions Reduction Agreement they reached with 
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District. Some of the project improvements include 
upgrading school HVAC systems, diesel engine retrofits for school buses, automotive tune-ups for 
residents, and wood-burning fireplace replacements, with a prioritization for communities with 
environmental justice concerns. (Appleton, 2-3321) 
 
Smart Growth in Calexico: At the invitation of GSA, on January 19, we participated in the first of a 
series of visioning workshops in Calexico. GSA is investing more than $300 million to modernize a port 
of entry over the next 5 years and wants to leverage that investment to benefit Calexico. GSA is 
conducting a series of workshops to inform an “urban planning feasibility study.” The City is looking to 
improve the pedestrian experience and streetscape and revitalize its downtown, as well as improve 
transit connectivity to the port of entry. Calexico is in Imperial Valley, one of our Making a Visible 
Difference communities. (Stollman, 2-3729) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: We continue to participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, state and 
local agencies. We continue to work on a plan to review the 1,665-page SoCalGas response to our CAA 
information request. On January 18, SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to 
safety concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 
“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site 
without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan to capture and flare 
the methane from the leaking well. On January 20, we participated in a call with DOT/PHMSA and 
DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities. SoCalGas continues to make good progress 
with drilling a relief well to attempt a bottom-kill operation in February. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Climate Justice Alliance Rally: On January 19, about 15 Climate Justice Alliance representatives 
gathered for a peaceful rally in front of the Region 9 office. They wanted to hand deliver their report, 
“The Our Power Plan: Charting a Path to Climate Justice.” Elizabeth Adams and Amy Zimpfer met with 
the group and advised them to formally submit comments by January 21. (Nazmi, 2-3684) 
 
Potable Water Reuse in California: On January 19, we participated in a meeting of the California 
State Water Board’s Advisory Group on Direct Potable Water Reuse, which is preparing 
recommendations on elements for upcoming regulations. We provided comments on ensuring 
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appropriate operator training and certification and for additions to the Consumer Confidence Reports to 
cover reuse treatment, monitoring, compliance and health considerations. (Macler, 2-3569) 
 
HDOH DWSRF: On January 19, we notified Hawaii Department of Health that we are prepared to 
award their remaining $8.1 million Drinking Water State Revolving Fund allotment for 2015. HDOH 
had met the revised targets for disbursing funds and issuing new loan agreements required by an EPA 
corrective action plan. (Polanco, (808) 541-2722) 
 
TRI Data Release: On January 21, EPA released the national TRI data analysis for 2014. Region 9 
provided state by state press releases, except Hawaii’s analysis, which has been delayed until March due 
to recent TRI report changes by a key industry. The analyses show that although there were increases in 
the majority of TRI chemicals used in production in 2014, there was an overall decrease in releases to 
the environment due to increased recycling rates. (Morimoto, 2-3306) 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants: Forty-nine applications were 
received nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity, and 8 of those applications were received 
from communities and nonprofits in Region 9, the highest number of proposals received by any Region. 
The proposals will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months. The national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications. (Emeric-Ford, 4-1821) 
 
Argonaut Mine: With several rain events, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water run 
off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site behind the tailings dam. The 
systems are working well and both the City of Jackson and the Department of Toxics Substances 
Control are conducting inspections following the rain events. DTSC has hired an engineering company 
to perform the retrofit work and a kick-off meeting to is scheduled for January 25. (Shane, 2-3037) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar: On January 20, Brownfields staff participated in a webinar 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on 
Brownfields resources and technical assistance. The webinar focused on sharing federal and state 
resources that could assist organizations creating new health access points in underserved communities. 
The Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert underutilized properties, 
containing known or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged 
communities, such as health clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens. 
(Emeric-Ford, 4-1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU: On January 14, the Court entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA Consent 
Decree, which provides for the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as settlement of all OU1 
costs and outstanding site-wide costs incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL listing phases. Shell 
will submit payment for past costs amounting to $1.2 million. (Rodriguez, 2-3166, Mueller, 2-3953) 
 
CO2 Monitor Deployment: On January 20, the Facilities Office deployed three CO2 monitors to each 
Division along with instructions and data tracking tables. These monitors will be used to identify work 
space areas that exceed the 1,000 ppm lease threshold. Areas identified as exceeding 1,000 pm will have 
a CO2 data logging monitor deployed that will allow us to provide reports to GSA and Hines. 
 
Sustainability National Meeting, Washington, D.C.: Region 9 staff will attend the Sustainability 
National Meeting on January 26-28. EPA HQ and Region sustainability leads will continue discussions 
to develop a shared national vision and agenda to advance sustainability within EPA. (Bloch) 
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THIS WEEK: JANUARY 25-JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
EPA Border Children's Environmental Health Symposium, San Diego, CA: On January 27, the 
Regional Administrator will give opening remarks at the Children’s Environmental Health Symposium, 
which will focus on children’s environmental health risks found within the California/Baja California 
and Arizona/Sonora regions. This symposium will discuss environmental health issues in the border 
region, how prenatal and childhood exposures can impact children’s health and development, and what 
participants can do in their respective roles to address or mitigate children’s environmental health risks. 
 
CA SRF Event, Carlsbad: On January 27, the Regional Administrator will participate in a press event 
highlighting the SRF in California. The event will feature the Carlsbad Municipal Water District, which 
has received $29.5 million for a water recycling project. 
 
Imperial County Meeting with Janet McCabe: On January 25, the Imperial County Air Pollution 
Control District’s Air Pollution Control Officer, Brad Poiriez, will meet with Acting AA Janet McCabe 
in Washington D.C. Topics of discussion will include dust at the Salton Sea, PM2.5 and ozone plans, 
exceptional events, and US/Mexico border issues. Mr. Poiriez will also meet with Office of 
Environmental Justice Director, Matt Tejada. (Zimpfer, 7-4146) 
 
Water Innovation at CleanTech Forum, San Francisco: At the request of ORD’s National Risk 
Management Research Laboratory, we will participate in the CleanTech Forum, January 25-27. This 
event fosters sustainability technology innovation, including energy and water sectors, through 
discussions and networking to match start-up companies with investors. We will support ORD’s Water 
Technology Clusters program, which is looking for emerging trends and technologies. (Macler, 2-3569) 
 
Virgin America Compliance Assistance: We will meet with Virgin America in Burlingame, January 
26-28, to conduct our first Airline Drinking Water Rule compliance assistance, consistent with EPA 
HQ’s policy. We will observe O&M disinfection, flushing, filling, and sampling of aircraft potable 
water systems at SFO airport. EPA Richmond lab will analyze samples for bacteria. (Ryan, 2-3806) 
 
Central Coast Regional Board Nutrients TMDLs: We will approve the nutrients TMDLs for the 
Lower Santa Maria River watershed and tributaries of Oso Flaco Lake. The TMDLs address several 
nutrient related pollutants (e.g., ammonia, nitrate, orthophosphate, dissolved oxygen, microcystin, 
chlorophyll a). Concentration-based waste load allocations are assigned to stormwater discharges for the 
cities of Santa Maria and Guadalupe and counties of San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara; and load 
allocations are assigned to irrigated agricultural lands and domestic animal and livestock operations. 
(Parrish, 2-3456) 
 
Super Bowl 50: The Super Bowl is coming to the Bay Area. San Francisco will host 9 days of activities 
before the big game on February 7 in Santa Clara. Two major Super Bowl events will be staged near the 
Ferry Building and Moscone Center that will affect traffic and transit routes. Road closures on January 
23-February 12 will include Howard Street from 3rd to 5th Street, southbound lanes of the 
Embarcadero, and streets surrounding the Embarcadero/Market Street area. In anticipation of these 
changes, we are asking everyone to plan ahead and work closely with your supervisor to discuss work 
options. 
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Lean Training: We will host training for Lean Six Sigma green belt and black belt candidates on 
January 25-29. There are 13 green belt candidates and 8 black belt candidates from Region 9 and 8 
candidates from other regional and Headquarters offices. 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: On January 28, Greenaction and other nonprofit organizations plan to 
protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office and Region 9’s office. They are protesting 
Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard Superfund site. They are 
concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and gentrification. (Lane, 2-3236, Lee, 7-
4187) 
 
Arizona Rule Rescissions: We plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on proposed and 
direct final Federal Register notices approving rescission of four Arizona rules, which address 
administrative procedures. (Wehling, 2-3901, Gong, 2-3073) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: We plan to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed EPA action on SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 
standard and a five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Winter Regional Tribal Operations Committee Meeting: The Winter RTOC Meeting will take place 
in Rohnert Park at the Graton Rancheria Convention Center, January 25-28. The meeting will include a 
daylong working retreat for EPA Regional Indian Steering Program Committee Members and the RTOC 
Tribal Caucus, as well as a three day RTOC meeting. Over 100 people have registered for the meeting, 
and agenda highlights include several General Assistance Program training sessions, NEPA 
presentation, and drought-related assistance discussion. (Lopez, 2-3771) 
 
NEXT WEEK: FEBRURY 1-FEBRUARY 5, 2016 
 
California Air Resources Board and San Joaquin Valley Meeting: On February 3, we will host a 
meeting with executive management from CARB and the SJV Air District to discuss policies and 
measures needed to help the SJV attain the PM2.5 and ozone standards and maintain attainment of the 
PM10 standard. This year the state must submit attainment plans for the 2008 ozone standard (July) and 
the 2012 PM2.5 standard (October) and a second 10-year maintenance plan for the PM10 standard 
(December) for the SJV. (Drake, 7-4157) 
 
Hawaii Sulfur Dioxide Exceptional Events: By February 2, we will request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on our concurrence with Hawaii’s SO2 Exceptional Events request for four 
monitors affected by volcanic emissions in 2012, 2013, and 2014. This concurrence will bring the 
monitors on the Big Island of Hawaii into attainment of the 2010 SO2 standard. (Yoshimura, 7-4134) 
 
Hawaii SO2 Designation: By February 5, we will request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
120-day letter to the Governor of Hawaii concerning Hawaii’s SO2 designation. The Big Island is the 
only affected area in Region 9 for this round of SO2 designations. Once we concur with Hawaii’s 
Exceptional Events request we can designate the island unclassifiable/attainment by the consent decree 
deadline of July 2, 2016. (Yoshimura, 7-4134) 
 



For Internal Distribution Only 

5 
 

Emergency Preparedness Meeting: On February 2-4, Region 9 will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency 
Preparedness conference in San Diego. In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we 
are bringing together State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal 
agencies (Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of 
Homeland Security) and state agencies (California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California 
Environmental Protection Agency) for discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 
13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security. (Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
California Furnace Rules: In February, we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
Federal Register notice finalizing approval of San Joaquin and South Coast rules that limit emissions 
from residential furnaces. These rules lower the nitrogen oxides emission limits on furnaces that can be 
sold in San Joaquin and South Coast. (Gong, 2-3073) 
 
Navajo Generating Station, Tribal NSR Minor Modification: In early February, we plan to submit 
for public notice the draft Tribal minor NSR Permit for a minor modification at Navajo Generating 
Station near Page, Arizona. The minor modification is being requested by Salt River Project for 
construction of a Refined Coal Treatment System that is expected to reduce mercury and NOx emissions 
from the boiler units. (Maurin, 2-3943) 
 
Imperial Valley New Source Review Rule: In early February, we plan to request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of three Imperial Valley rules that contain air 
permitting and New Source Review provisions. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Rule: In early February, 
we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited 
disapproval of five Northern Sonoma rules that update the District’s PSD program to include 
requirements for PM2.5. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: In February, we expect to submit 
for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 
9’s first title V permit in Guam. (Harvey, 2-3498) 
 
Kern County Volatile Organic Compound Rule Approval: In February, we plan to request the 
Regional Administrator’s signature on a direct final approval package for three Eastern Kern Air 
Pollution Control District regulations. These rules describe procedures for inspection of public records, 
establish requirements for metal and plastic parts coating, and address coating at aerospace facilities. 
(Graham, 7-4120) 
 
Active Shooter Response Training: HQ staff will conduct active shooter response training in Region 9 
on February 9. 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 18, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: JANUARY 11–JANUARY 15, 2016 
 
TomKat Ranch Educational Foundation: On January 13, the Regional Administrator toured TomKat 
Ranch in Pescadero, CA to learn about its efforts on sustainable land use, carbon sequestration, water 
management, and soil health. 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA: We continued to participate in daily calls with 
SoCal Gas, state and local agencies. RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical 
expertise from other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of 
gas capture and well-kills. On January 13, Region 9 met with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies 
(including PHMSA) to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. On January 13, 
Senators Boxer and Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and 
Attorney General Lynch requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to 
the release. Gov. Brown's office convened a meeting on January 15 at Porter Ranch at which senior state 
agency representatives spoke. Steven Leonido-John attended the meeting. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
CA Water Quality Standards for Trash: On January 12, the Regional Administrator approved the 
California State Water Resources Control Board’s water quality standards for trash in state waters. 
These standards will prohibit the discharge of trash from municipal stormdrain systems, industrial and 
transportation facilities, and construction sites that are regulated under NPDES permits. California is the 
first state to adopt a trash control policy and water quality standards for trash. (Hashimoto, 2-3452) 
 
HDOH DWSRF Enforcement Update: On January 7, the Hawaii Department of Health responded to 
our September 21, 2015, grant enforcement letter, in which EPA withheld the majority of HDOH's 2015 
capitalization grant funds. In order to receive the remainder of HDOH’s 2015 allotment, we had required 
that HDOH commit at least $28,283,883 in new assistance agreements and disburse $7,674,832 between 
June 30, 2015-January 29, 2016. HDOH informed us that they had met the interim required targets, 
which we confirmed were met. We are prepared to award the remaining balance of HDOH’s 2015 
Drinking Water allotment of $8,098,680 pending receipt and approval of an amended grant application 
for these funds. 
 
CA DWSRF: The California State Water Resources Control Board informed us that they have reduced 
DWSRF unliquidated obligations to below $160 million, which is the target they were required to meet 
by June 2016, the end of their corrective action plan. The program had a ULO of $455 million in 
October 2012. (Licata, 2-3450) 
 
National Report on Clean Water Infrastructure Needs: On January 13, HQ issued a press release 
announcing the release of EPA’s Clean Watersheds Needs Survey 2012, Report to Congress, which 
shows that $271 billion is needed to maintain and improve the nation’s wastewater infrastructure. Needs 
reported for Region 9 were $26.2B in CA (second only to NY = $31.4B), $6.8B for AZ, $3.1B for NV, 
$2.16B for HI, and $399M for Guam, approximately 16% of the total for the nation. American Samoa 
and the Northern Marianas did not participate. (Eberhardt, 2-3420) 
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Water Division Meetings in Hawaii: Mike Montgomery was in Hawaii on January 11-15 to meet with 
Hawaii Department of Health, Department of Land and Natural Resources, Federal Partners, the 
Governor’s staff, Maui and Hawaii Counties, and the City and County for Hawaii. His primary 
objectives were to: 1) continue to build support for the structural and procedural changes to the State 
Revolving Funds that will facilitate meeting DOH’s Corrective Action Plan targets; 2) foster continued 
cooperation between Federal Agencies to help address the causes of high unliquidated obligations across 
federal programs; and 3) promote development of a statewide strategy for funding/financing of cesspool 
closure and support state efforts to ban new cesspools. (Montgomery, 2-3438) 
 
National NPDES Pesticide Permit: Water Division Directors from all regions signed the federal 
register notice for proposed reissuance of the national NPDES General Permit for Pesticide Discharges, 
(“PGP”). Reissuance is scheduled for October 2016. In Region 9, the PGP covers Federal, Tribal and 
Territorial lands; delegated states have their own pesticides permits. (Mues, 2-3768) 
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine: On January 11, we installed remote monitoring and sampling 
equipment at the flooded mine impoundment. The real-time water level monitoring will allow EPA and 
the Army Corps of Engineers to see signs of rising water and a potential overflow through the mine's 
spillway. We also installed automatic sampling equipment should an overflow occur. We are working 
with local stakeholders and the Army Corps on a plan to monitor water quality in Clear Lake in case of 
an overflow. (Riley 2-3003) 
 
Navajo Generation Station Complaint: On January 14, DOJ filed a Motion to Dismiss the Complaint 
filed by the To’Nizhoni Ani, Black Mesa Water Coalition and Dine Citizens Against Ruining our 
Environment alleging that EPA and DOI participated in the Technical Work Group on Navajo 
Generating Station (“TWG”) without complying with the Federal Advisory Committee Act. DOJ is 
moving to dismiss because the allegations in the Complaint are a collateral attack on EPA’s 
promulgation of a Federal Implementation Plan imposing regulations on NGS which CAA 307(b) 
requires to be filed in the Court of Appeals, not U.S. District Court. Dismissal is also appropriate 
because the Plaintiffs have failed to state a claim demonstrating that EPA or DOI participated in a 
Federal Advisory Committee. (Lyons, 2-3883) 
 
FY16 Brownfields Grant Applications: The regional Brownfields program received 23 proposals from 
16 applicants requesting $6.9M in funding for Brownfields assessment and cleanup grants through a 
national request for proposals. Nationally 223 proposals will be funded with $54.5M available. The final 
decisions are expected in late May-early June. (Emeric-Ford, 4-1821) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture: We issued a consent order to Puna Geothermal Venture, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a 
penalty of $76,500. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Chemical Safety Board Meeting: On January 13, Kay Lawrence attended the Chemical Safety Board 
meeting in Torrance, CA, at which the CSB delivered the interim results of their investigation of the 
Exxon Mobil refinery accident that occurred in February 2015. The meeting attracted an audience of 
several hundred people. (Lawrence, 2-3039) 
 
Air and Land Managers (ALM) Meeting, Sacramento: On January 13, we attended the annual ALM 
meeting, a gathering of California federal, state and local air officials and federal land managers from 
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the Forest and Park Services. The purpose was to discuss lessons learned from previous wildfire seasons 
and plan for next year. (Drake, 7-4157) 
 
Santa Monica 2015 State of the Bay Report: Santa Monica Bay National Estuary Program issued a 
comprehensive assessment of the environmental conditions of Santa Monica Bay and its watershed. The 
primary goals are to measure progress in restoring natural habitats and resources, to educate the public, 
and to identify the challenges in protecting and managing the Bay and its watershed. The report is 
produced once every five years. (Martin, 2-3403) 
 
Press Tour of Region 9 Lab: On January 11, Stephanie Baer of the LA News Group toured the Region 
9 Lab; she had inquired about algae toxin occurrences in California. 
 
THIS WEEK: JANUARY 18-JANUARY 22, 2016 
 
Hawaii Trip: The Regional Administrator will be in Hawaii for various meetings and a visit to Midway 
Atoll. Meetings are being planned with the new DOH’s Deputy Director for Environmental Health, 
Keith Kawaoka, and to see a CWSRF-funded project. The Regional Administrator will also visit 
Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination and marine debris that has been impacting the 
islands. 
 
Climate Justice Alliance (CJA) Rally: Communities for a Better Environment, on behalf of CJA, 
requested a meeting with the Regional Administrator and Elizabeth Adams on January 19 on the Clean 
Power Plan. The group will hold a peaceful rally in front of the building. CJA member groups intend to 
hold similar rallies at all ten EPA regional offices on the same day. (Nazmi, 2-3684) 
 
Dust Assessment, Management and Mitigation Conference: On January 20, Colleen McKaughan 
will present on health effects of particulate pollution at a conference in Pinal County. The conference, 
hosted by the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the University of Arizona College of 
Agricultural and Life Sciences, includes topics related to soil health, dust monitoring and mitigation 
strategies. (McKaughan, 520-498-0118) 
 
Office of Civil Rights Public Meeting, Oakland: The Office of Civil Rights is organizing a series of 
public meetings to take comment on proposed changes to EPA’s civil rights regulations. Region 9’s 
meeting will take place on January 20 at the Oakland Downtown Marriott. Alexis Strauss and senior 
representatives of OCR and DOJ will give remarks. (Reyes, 2-3795) 
 
Salton Sea Tribal Concerns: On January 21, EPA Air, Water and Tribal Program staff will participate 
in a conference call to discuss concerns on the Salton Sea. During the October 26, 2015 RTOC meeting, 
Tribes expressed frustration with ongoing issues pertaining to the Salton Sea and the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement (QSA). The tribes alleged that they have been inadequately consulted and have 
the potential to suffer major air quality degradation as a result of reduced inflow to the Salton Sea. 
Additionally, the Tribes have concerns about the current conditions and future actions that may impact 
migratory birds. (Chin, 2-3797) 
 
Concur Pilot Program: We have established a new group email box for travel questions and support - 
R9Travel@epa.gov – as part of our pilot project to improve travel support to Region 9. In addition to the 
Cincinnati Travel Help Line, employees can email requests for help. We still expect to direct questions 
of a travel policy nature to Cincinnati. We will pilot the email box with two divisions: Air and EMD. 
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SEE Enrollee Transit Subsidy: NOWCC informed us that they are going to open the pre-tax benefit to 
all California enrollees. In Region 9, we have 36 in San Francisco and 4 in Richmond, LA and San 
Diego. NOWCC will soon send out more specific information and enrollment forms. 

OCFO Visit: David Bloom and Howard Osborne from OCFO will visit Region 9 on January 22 for lead 
region discussions. 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 25-JANUARY 29, 2016 
 
EPA Border Children's Environmental Health Symposium, San Diego, CA: The Regional 
Administrator will give opening remarks at the Children’s Environmental Health Symposium, which 
will focus on children’s environmental health risks found within the California/Baja California and 
Arizona/Sonora regions. This symposium will discuss environmental health issues in the border region, 
how prenatal and childhood exposures can impact children’s health and development, and what 
participants can do in their respective roles to address or mitigate children’s environmental health risks 
 
Tribal Resources Forum: The Water Division will attend the Money and More: MATIC Tribal 
Resource Forum for Arizona Tribes and Tribal Organizations hosted by the Multi-Agency Tribal 
Infrastructure Collaborative (MATIC). More than 25 organizations, including several federal agencies, 
will be represented at this one-day, one-stop tribal funding, technical assistance, and training resources 
forum. Water Division staff will present on the Clean Water Indian Set-Aside and Drinking Water Tribal 
Set-Aside Programs, and will provide resources on tribal solid waste and green building. (Sockabasin, 2-
3772, Vanegas 2-3433) 
 
Navajo Gold King Costs: Staff from EMD, SFD, WTR and ORC are discussing a cooperative 
agreement that would reimburse Navajo for costs incurred as a part of the Gold King Mine spill 
response. 
 
Lean Training: Training for Lean Six Sigma green belt and black belt candidates is scheduled for 
January 25-29 in the regional office. 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: We plan to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action on SJV’s serious area attainment 
plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 
2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 standard and a 
five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Designations: By February 5, we will request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a 120-day letter to the Governor of Hawaii concerning Hawaii’s SO2 designation. The Big 
Island is the only affected area in Region 9. We anticipate concurring on SO2 exceptional events 
(volcano) and designating the island unclassifiable/attainment by the consent decree deadline of July 2, 
2016. (Yoshimura, 7-4134) 
 
South Coast Rule Disapprovals: We plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a 
Federal Register notice finalizing disapproval of five South Coast rules. The rules concern automobile 
scrapping and commuting as well as administrative procedures. We proposed this disapproval in 
November 2015. (Perez, 2-3248) 
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Navajo Generating Station, Tribal NSR Minor Modification: We plan to submit for public notice the 
draft Tribal minor NSR Permit for a minor modification at Navajo Generating Station. The minor 
modification has been requested by Salt River Project for construction of a Refined Coal Treatment 
System that is expected to reduce mercury and NOx emissions from the boiler units. (Maurin, 2-3943) 
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: In late January, we plan to request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of three Imperial Valley rules that contain air 
permitting and New Source Review provisions. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration Rule: We plan to request the 
Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited disapproval of five 
Northern Sonoma rules. The rule revisions update the District’s PSD program to include requirements 
for PM2.5. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: We expect to submit for public 
notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first 
title V permit in Guam (Harvey, 2-3498) 
 
Regional Tribal Operations Committee: The Winter RTOC meeting will be in Rohnert Park, CA, on 
January 26-28. 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 11, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: JANUARY 4–JANUARY 8, 2016 
 
CalRecycle’s Manufacturers Challenge: On January 5, the Regional Administrator gave remarks at 
CalRecycle’s Manufacturers Challenge Packaging Workshop. Manufacturer industry groups presented 
their voluntary commitments to help reach the State’s 75% source reduction, recycling and composting 
goal by 2020. (Hong, 7-4103) 
 
Environmental Finance Center Support for Hoopa Valley: EPA HQ selected the Hoopa Valley tribe 
to receive financial planning assistance for wastewater system improvements through the new Water 
Infrastructure and Resilience Finance Center. The Water Division, in coordination with the Land 
Division, will work with the Region 9 Environmental Finance Center at Sacramento State University 
and one yet to be determined EFC to provide planning assistance to the Hoopa tribe. The Water Division 
was instrumental in persuading the Center to initiate this pilot project. We are working with HQ to 
obtain additional funding to support more pilot assistance projects for other small community and tribal 
systems in Region 9. (Smith, 2-3464) 
 
Guam Wastewater Upgrades: DoD has been appropriated $106 million to construct projects to offset 
impacts resulting from the planned relocation of troops from Japan to Guam. The Water Division is 
providing technical assistance to DoD on one of these projects, the upgrade of the Northern District 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, including environmental review. We will be meeting with the Board of 
Directors for the Guam Waterworks Authority, which owns and operates the treatment plant, and DoD 
on January 14 in our offices to discuss management and funding of the project. (Konner, 2-3408) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA: Our work is nearly complete. Region 9 is overseeing the profiling of 
final hazardous waste loads from the Site for disposal. Once the waste is shipped and received, we plan 
to close this case. (Weden, 2-3041) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord: Last week we issued a notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) invoking Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
Federal Facility Agreement. The basis for invoking IDR is that the Army’s Draft Final Military 
Munitions Response Program, Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI) does not adequately address 
a number of our comments and concerns, and no longer contains critical information on a newly 
identified exposure pathway and the identification of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden 
boxcars. (Ramsey, 2-3006) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in 
Porter Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility. Also, Representative Brad 
Sherman sent a second letter on January 5 to EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and 
the CPUC, requesting the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. We continue to participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, state and local agencies. 
We also led an incident specific RRT9 call on January 7 for a subset of federal and state agencies on the 
RRT, and we plan to have an incident specific NRT call on January 11. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
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Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of 
the Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events. Diagonal cracks were 
encountered in the arch buttresses. (Shane, 2-3037) 
 
Wild Equity Institute Appeal: On December 22, the Wild Equity Institute (WEI) filed an appeal with 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals on the decision to dismiss with prejudice an Endangered Species Act 
citizens suit filed by WEI against EPA regarding CAA PSD permitting and enforcement for the 
Gateway Generating Station. The Ninth Circuit set a briefing schedule with the appellant’s opening brief 
due on March 31, and EPA’s answering brief due on May 2. (Walters, 2-3892) 
 
Hawaii Drinking Water SRF: The Hawaii Department of Health informed us that they have met the 
interim targets we set for release of their FY15 funding ahead of the January 28 deadline. Region 9 has 
withheld most of Hawaii’s FY15 capitalization grant due to DOH’s failure to meet financial targets set 
in their DWSRF corrective action plan. Once we confirm that DOH has met the interim targets, we can 
proceed with awarding the remaining FY15 grant funds. (Polanco, 1-2722) 
 
Rule Grants Tribes Treatment as a State for CWA 303(d): This week the Administrator will sign the 
Final Agency Rule for Treatment of Indian Tribes in a Similar Manner as States for CWA 303(d). This 
proposed legislative rule provides more opportunities for tribes to fully engage in the CWA 303(d) 
Impaired Water Listing and Total Maximum Daily Load Program and establishes a clear process for 
federally recognized tribes to obtain TAS authority to administer the water quality restoration provisions 
of CWA section 303(d). EPA has issued similar regulations for tribes to obtain TAS for issuing WQS 
under Section 303(c). EPA has conducted extensive consultation and coordination with tribes and states 
to date. Region 9 worked with HQ to assist with development of this rule and support tribal consultation. 
The rule is expected to be in the FR as early as January 14. 
 
SF Bay Delta Standards and CA Water Fix: Water Division and HQ staff held a briefing with Acting 
Deputy Administrator for Water, Joel Beauvais on January 7 on a 60-day Notice of Intent to sue EPA 
for alleged inaction on California’s relaxing water quality standard requirements for the SF Bay-Delta 
during the drought. We will hold another briefing on January 11 on the CA WaterFix and pending 
updates to SF Bay-Delta water quality standards. 
 
BEE Careful with Pesticides: Our outreach infographic was published on the EPA Pollinator home 
page on December 28. The infographic/brochure is targeted to the general public and includes 
information on pollinator health and pollinator friendly plants; tips on managing garden pests; resources 
for Integrated Pest Management; and directions for reporting bee kills. http://www.epa.gov/pollinator-
protection/basic-tips-consumers-protect-pollinators. (Gill, 2-3380) 
 
THIS WEEK: JANUARY 11-JANUARY 15, 2016 
 
TomKat Ranch Educational Foundation: On January 13, the Regional Administrator will tour 
TomKat Ranch in Pescadero, CA to learn about its efforts on sustainable land use, carbon sequestration, 
water management, and soil health. 
 
Army Corps Meeting: On January 15, the Regional Administrator will be in Los Angeles to meet with 
the new Commander of the Army Corps of Engineers’ LA District, Colonel Kirk Gibbs, to discuss 
Rosement Mine. 
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Anaconda Mine, Yerington, NV: We are planning a briefing for Congressman Amodei on the 
Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding our 
proposal to list the Site on the National Priorities List. We also plan to brief Congressman Cresent 
Hardy’s office on January 12 on Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine; the Site is located within 
Congressman Hardy’s district. (Seter, 2-3250) 
 
SF Bay-Delta Standards: On January 11, Water Division staff will meet with NRDC, Bay Institute, 
and Defenders of Wildlife, which filed a 60-day notice of intent to sue EPA for alleged failure to take 
actions on the CA State Water Board’s relaxation to permit requirements related to Bay Delta water 
quality standards to provide relief during the severe California drought. The meeting will be a technical 
discussion on the scientific information relevant to updating water quality standards in the San Francisco 
Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and will not commit EPA to any terms related to the NOI issues. 
(Foresman, 916-930-3722, Cabrera-Stagno 2-3434) 
 
Border Relations Council Meeting: Jeff Scott and Bridget Coyle will attend the next meeting of 
California Mexico Border Relations Council on January 12 in San Diego to share information about the 
Border 2020 Program priorities, the two year action plan covering new initiatives, and upcoming events. 
The Council is composed of eight members of Governor Brown's cabinet and is tasked with 
coordinating border programs, initiatives, projects and partnerships between California state agencies. 
Recent legislative changes allows EPA to appoint a representative to serve as an ex-officio, non-voting 
member of the Council. (Coyle, 7-4286) 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 18-JANUARY 22, 2016 
 
Hawaii Trip: The Regional Administrator will be in Hawaii for various meetings and a visit to Midway 
Atoll. Meetings are being planned with the new NAVFAC Pacific Commander, John Korka, and DOH’s 
Deputy Director for Environmental Health, Keith Kawaoka. The Regional Administrator will also visit 
Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination and marine debris that has been impacting the 
islands. 
 
Potable Water Recycling Systems: We will participate in the CA State Water Board’s Direct Potable 
Reuse Advisory Committee meeting on January 19 in Fountain Valley in southern California. The 
Committee will be presenting recommendations to the Board on operator certification for potable reuse 
treatment systems, and will begin reviewing material on the feasibility of direct potable reuse from the 
Board’s Expert Panel. (Macler, 2-3569) 
 
Navajo Generating Station, Tribal NSR Minor Modification: In late January, we plan to submit for 
public notice the draft Tribal minor NSR Permit for a minor modification at Navajo Generating Station 
near Page, AZ. Salt River Project has requested the minor modification for construction of a Refined 
Coal Treatment System that is expected to reduce mercury and NOx emissions from the boiler units but 
will result in increased emissions of PM, PM10, and PM2.5 at the facility. The projected increases in 
emissions of PM and PM10 exceed minor source permit thresholds but are below PSD thresholds. 
(Maurin, 2-3943) 
 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association: On January 28-29, Kerry Drake and the Administrator’s 
Agricultural Counselor, Ron Carleton, will speak at the annual conference of the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, and will visit with growers from San Diego area farms to discuss environmental 
issues. (Drake, 7-4157) 
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South Coast Rule Disapprovals: In late January, we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a Federal Register notice finalizing disapproval of five South Coast rules that concern 
automobile scrapping and commuting as well as administrative procedures. We proposed this 
disapproval in November 2015. (Perez, 2-3248) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: In late 
January, we plan to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposal for SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standards. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but attainment by December 31, 2015 proved to be impracticable. The California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour PM2.5 
standard and a five-year extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual PM2.5 standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Nevada 4-Agency Meeting: On January 21, Elizabeth Adams and several others will attend the 
EPA/Nevada air agencies meeting in Las Vegas. Managers from the Nevada Division of Environmental 
Protection, Clark County Department of Air Quality and Washoe County Air Quality Management 
Division participate in these biennial meetings. The objective is to review accomplishments, highlight 
upcoming actions and discuss potential issues. (O’Connor, 775-434-8176) 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
January 4, 2016 

 
LAST WEEK: DECEMBER 28, 2015–JANUARY 1, 2016 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak: SoCalGas continues to drill 2 relief 
wells, withdraw gas to reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate, and review 
engineering solutions to capture gas from the surface. SoCalGas also continues to offer relocation of 
Porter Ranch residents. More than 8,000 residential and commercial properties have potential impacts. 
SoCal Gas has received 6,576 inquiries for relocation and has placed 2,258 citizens in temporary 
housing. Also, 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes and weather stripping, 
176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1,360 residents are scheduled for whole house 
air purification systems. In addition, the Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education is 
expediting the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School. 
School is expected to resume on January 11. As of December 23, CARB estimated the cumulative leak 
volume at 1.6 MMTCO2 and the rate of release at 30,300 kg methane per hour. (Meer at 2-3132) 
 
Cooper Drum Superfund Site Consent Decree: On December 29, DOJ lodged the RD/RA Consent 
Decree for cleanup of the Cooper Drum Superfund Site. The Consent Decree embodies settlements 
between EPA, the California Department of Toxic Substances Control and 40 private parties, and 
provides for the $15 million cleanup, and recovery by EPA of $7 million in accrued costs and 100% of 
future costs of oversight of the cleanup effort. The Settling Defendants sent used drums, which 
contained residual hazardous substances, for reconditioning at the Site. (Collins, 2-3894) 
 
Navajo Gallup Water Supply Project: On December 21, EPA Region 9 and 6, the State of New 
Mexico, and Navajo Nation EPA agreed that Region 9 would oversee the design/construction of a 
surface water treatment plant for the Cutter Lateral portion of the Navajo Gallup Water Supply Project 
(NGWSP). The Cutter Lateral will serve both the Navajo Nation and the Jicarilla Tribe in New Mexico. 
The Bureau of Reclamation is ready to bid the design and construct the treatment plant which will be 
constructed on BLM land. EPA Region 9 would serve as the regulatory agency for the Cutter Lateral 
surface water treatment plant until Navajo Nation is granted primacy for the new system. NGWSP will 
transport San Juan River water to portions of New Mexico and the Navajo Nation under a settlement 
agreement. (Lee, 2-3776) 
 
Pyramid Lake Standards Revisions: EPA approved proposed revisions to the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribe’s water quality standards on December 23. The water quality standards were originally adopted in 
2008 for the lower Truckee River and Pyramid Lake. The Tribe went through an extensive public 
outreach process and worked closely with the State of Nevada to develop the proposed revisions. The 
revised standards will provide additional protection to Pyramid Lake water quality by tightening 
Truckee River nutrient standards. (Wilson, (775) 885-6190) 
 
Moffett NASA Ames: In a December 22 letter from NASA Ames to the Navy, NASA confirmed that it 
will take over the O&M of the historic Hangar structure, including the responsibility to maintain the 
coating that encapsulates the contamination on the structural steel, once it is incorporated into the 
Federal Facility Agreement between NASA, EPA, and the State. NASA owns the Hangar and has leased 
it to Planetary Ventures (PV), a subsidiary of Google, which will renovate and occupy the structure. PV 
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has submitted a pilot test work plan, in which it will explore ways to permanently remove the coating 
and contaminants prior to re-siding the structure. EPA is considering entering into an enforceable 
agreement with PV to oversee this work. (Chesnutt, 2-3005) 
 
Anaconda Yerington Mine Site, NV: Two community stakeholder groups in Yerington have 
responded to the Regional Administrator’s December 22 letter to Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval 
expressing EPA's intent to propose adding the Site to the NPL. Peggy Pauly, on behalf of the Yerington 
Community Action Group, expressed support for NPL listing. Jim Sanford, community member and city 
council member, expressed opposition to listing on behalf of the Mason Valley Environmental 
Committee. EPA requested a response from Governor Sandoval by January 29. (Seter, 2-3250) 
 
Montrose/Del Amo Vapor Intrusion, Torrance CA: EPA mailed residential results to tenants and 
owners of 107 units as part of the Vapor Intrusion Phase I Indoor Air Investigation. Based on the results, 
approximately 20 units will need to be resampled in early 2016. (Martinez, 4-1806) 
 
New Idria Mercury Mine, San Benito County, CA: In response to an EPA order, Buckhorn, Inc. 
completed maintenance activities at the Mine on December 20, prior to the El Nino rains. EPA and 
Buckhorn are negotiating an order to perform a remedial investigation and feasibility study at the Mine. 
(Manheimer, 2-3290) 
 
OIG’s Draft Report on Guam’s Consolidated Cooperative Agreements: On December 29, the OIG 
issued its draft report on EPA Region 9’s management of Guam’s consolidated cooperative agreements. 
We have 30 days to respond to the findings and recommendation in the Draft Report. (Konner 2-3408) 
 
Innovative Energy Solutions Seizure: EPA recommended that the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security’s Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) seize or export 78 gas powered generators 
imported on October 20, 2015, by Innovative Energy Solutions through the Port of Long Beach. We 
determined that the generators were not covered by a valid certificate of conformity. (Chan, 23308) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1-Hour Ozone Attainment Plan: On December 24, the Deputy Regional 
Administrator proposed approval of the SJV 1-hour ozone attainment plan. This action also includes 
proposals to approve Vehicle Miles Traveled emissions offset demonstrations for the 1-hour and 1997 8-
hour ozone standards. (Ungvarsky, 2-3963) 
 
THIS WEEK: JANUARY 4-JANUARY 8, 2016 
 
CalRecycle Manufacturers Challenge: On January 5, the Regional Administrator will give remarks at 
a workshop for CalRecycle’s Manufacturers Challenge. CalRecycle is challenging product 
manufacturers and brand owners to voluntarily and collectively come together to reduce packaging 
disposed in landfills by 50% by 2020. Workshop participants include industry and trade associations. 
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: We expect to request the Regional Administrator’s 
signature on a proposed approval of three rules submitted by Imperial County Air Pollution Control 
District, which contain air permitting general provisions and New Source Review provisions that were 
last updated in 2007. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Rule: We expect to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited disapproval 
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of five rules submitted by Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District, which update the 
District’s PSD program to include requirements for PM2.5 and other needed updates. (Yannayon, 2-
3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: We expect to submit for public 
notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 9’s first 
title V permit in Guam. (Harvey, 2-3498) 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 11-JANUARY 15, 2016 
 
Drinking Water Primacy Program Extensions: We will request the Regional Administrator’s 
approval of formal applications from each of our Region 9 States (except Nevada), the Navajo Nation 
and our Pacific Island Territories seeking additional time to adopt a revised federal drinking water 
regulation and to submit their program revision package. The extension requests are for the Revised 
Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) which will reduce potential pathways of entry for fecal contamination into 
water distribution systems. The RTCR was promulgated by EPA on February 13, 2013 and will be 
effective on April 1, 2016. To maintain primacy, agencies must seek approval of program revisions to 
adopt new/revised EPA regulations or submit a request for an extension of time. With the exception of 
Nevada, which adopted the RTCR on December 14, 2014, all other primacy agencies have requested an 
extension to February 13, 2017. (Li, 2-3560) 
 
California Pesticides General Permits (PGPs): On December 23, the California State Water 
Resources Control Board gave public notice for reissuance of three significant NPDES general permits 
for pesticide discharges. The state has opted to eliminate most of its numeric data collection 
requirements and NGOs may question the enforceability and protectiveness of the new permits without 
such data. (Mues, 2-3768) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: In January, 
we expect to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
December 28, 2015 

 
LAST WEEK: DECEMBER 21–DECEMBER 25, 2015 
 
Aliso Canyon Methane Leak: On December 22, the Southern California Gas Company unsuccessfully 
attempted a 'top kill' operation to stop the flow of methane that has been leaking from one of its wells at 
the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility since October 23. The top kill attempt pumped in 
approximately 200 barrels of fluid, but it did not contain the leak. Work on two relief wells continues. 
SoCalGas also continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents. 
 
FIFRA Case re Clorox Professional Products Co.: On December 16, an order was filed against 
Clorox Professional Products Company, located in Oakland, CA, involving the sale of a mislabeled 
pesticide. EPA lab tests determined that, contrary to label statements, the company’s disinfectant bleach 
products used in hospitals was not effective against the bacterium that causes tuberculosis. Clorox has 
removed the claim from its product, marketed as “Dispatch Hospital Cleaner Disinfectant with Bleach,” 
and as part of the settlement, has agreed to pay a $250,000 civil penalty. 
 
Pechiney Cast Plate Inc Cleanup: On December 18, we issued a cleanup completion letter to Pechiney 
regarding cleanup of PCB-contaminated soils and concrete at a former cast plating facility in Vernon, 
CA. This action follows a 2010 TSCA risk-based approval that allowed for the cleanup. Developers may 
now begin grading the site. Plans for redevelopment are limited to industrial reuse, and one purchaser is 
planning to build a recycling facility. (Dadap, 2-3654) 
 
Report on Recycled Water: Last week the National Academy of Sciences released a report that 
evaluates the risks, costs and benefits associated with reuse of greywater and urban stormwater to 
augment water supplies. Led by Dr. Richard Luthy from Stanford University and ReNUWIt (Re-
inventing the Nation’s Urban Water Infrastructure), the study found that there are significant 
opportunities in stormwater capture and reuse and, to a lesser degree, greywater reuse, but that care must 
be taken to ensure recycled water receives treatment sufficient for its intended uses. Region 9 provided 
funding assistance to develop the report. (Smith, 2-3464) 
 
San Joaquin Valley and South Coast 2006 PM2.5 Final Reclassifications: The Regional 
Administrator signed two final actions reclassifying the San Joaquin Valley and the South Coast for the 
2006 PM2.5 standard from moderate to serious. Both areas will be required to submit serious area plans. 
(Tax, 7-4192) 
 
Orange County North Basin Plume: On December 15, EPA sent 20 letters inviting potentially 
interested parties to voluntarily enter into an administrative order on consent to conduct a remedial 
investigation and feasibility study. We provided a draft settlement agreement and statement of work. 
Parties have 60 days to respond. EPA is concurrently conducting a PRP search, and evaluating the site 
for potential listing on the National Priorities List. (Thompson, 2-3962) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: At the monthly EJ Task force meeting, concerns were raised about the 
overall cap of the Shipyard property and the Parcel E-2 landfill. The community is concerned about the 
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contaminants left in place, potential for sea level rise to threaten the integrity of the cap, and the 
potential for toxins to leak into the Bay. (Lee, 7-4187; Lane, 2-3236) 
 
Scooter Seizure: We recommended that the Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (CBP) seize or 
export 48 scooters imported by Scooter Importer LLC through the Port of Long Beach. We determined 
that Scooter Importer violated the CAA – the design of the catalyst and precious metals ratios differed 
significantly from the COC application. (Elfego Felix x74141) 
 
Yolo-Solano Rule Approvals: The Regional Administrator signed a direct final approval of two rules 
from the Yolo Solano Air Quality Management District that control VOC emissions from gas stations 
and NOx from stationary gas turbines. (Gong, 2-3073, Shears, 4-1810) 
 
THIS WEEK: DECEMBER 28, 2015-JANUARY 1, 2016 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1-Hour Ozone Attainment Plan and VMT Demonstrations: We will 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of the SJV 1-Hour Ozone 
Attainment Plan. This action will also include proposals to approve Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
emissions offset demonstrations for the 1-hour and 1997 8-hour ozone standards. (Ungvarsky, 2-3963) 
 
NEXT WEEK: JANUARY 4-JANUARY 8, 2016 
 
Army Corps Nationwide Wetlands Permits: To help complete the Office of Management and 
Budget’s interagency review, EPA Headquarters is seeking comment from the Regions by January 14 on 
the Corps’ proposed revisions to their 404 General Permits known as Nationwide Permits (NWPs). 
These “minimal impact” permits account for 80-90% of the CWA 404 impacts authorized by the Corps 
in any given year, and are renewed on a 5-year cycle (currently expiring March 2017). Through early 
workgroup coordination and review of 50 activity-specific NWPs (and 2 newly proposed), we concluded 
that specific comments will not be necessary. However, in the year ahead, we will consult with tribes as 
we undertake our programmatic renewal of CWA 401 water quality certification of the NWPs for 
activities on most tribal lands. (Goldmann, 2-3398) 
 
Phoenix-Goodyear Airport Superfund Site: This Superfund Site will be featured in a Headquarters 
webinar on January 13, "Regional Water Availability and Superfund: Generating a Valuable Resource at 
Phoenix-Goodyear Airport." Region 9 will discuss how the selected remedy allows for the beneficial 
reuse of treated groundwater in numerous activities, including agricultural irrigation, community park 
irrigation, HVAC recirculation at a local school, and more. (Brown, 7-4137) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures (PGV) Enforcement: We plan to issue this civil administrative 
enforcement action in January 2016. We received a signed consent order that requires PGV to pay a 
penalty of $76,500 to resolve claims related to their operation of the geothermal power plant in Pahoa, 
Hawaii, including failure to operate a safe facility and failure to adhere to the Chemical Accident 
Prevention provisions of the Risk Management Program. 
 
Hawaii Ocean Dumping Plans: Working with the Honolulu Corps District, we will publish a public 
notice during the first week of January regarding the updated Site Management and Monitoring Plan for 
our five ocean disposal sites for dredged material in the Hawaiian Islands. This is the first update of the 
site plans in 10 years. (Ota, 2-3476) 
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Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: On January 28, Bradley Angel from Greenaction plans to hold a 
protest on Hawthorne St. He plans to ask EPA tough questions about construction dust problems and 
residential exposure to toxins from the Shipyard. (Lee, 4-4187; Lane, 2-3236) 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: In January, 
we expect to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area 
attainment plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area 
plan in 2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
 
Imperial County’s New Source Review Rule: In January, we expect to request the Regional 
Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of three rules submitted by Imperial County Air 
Pollution Control District, which contain air permitting general provisions and New Source Review 
provisions. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Northern Sonoma County’s Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) Rule: In January, we 
expect to request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed limited approval and limited 
disapproval of five rules submitted by Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District, which 
update the PSD program. (Yannayon, 2-3534) 
 
Guam, Title V Operating Permit for Mobile Oil, Cabras Terminal: In January, we expect to submit 
for public notice the title V permit for Mobil Oil’s Cabras Terminal in Piti, Guam. This will be Region 
9’s first title V permit in Guam. (Harvey, 2-3498) 
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WEEKLY REPORT 
Region 9 

Environmental Protection Agency 
December 21, 2015 

 
LAST WEEK: DECEMBER 14–DECEMBER 18, 2015 
 
Owens Valley Visit: On December 18, the Regional Administrator met with LADWP’s Chief 
Sustainability and Economic Development Officer, Nancy Sutley, and Owens Valley tribes to discuss 
various issues, including water and air quality issues. 
 
Federal Aggregated Solar Procurement Project (FASPP) Contract Award: On December 15, the 
General Services Administration – in partnership with EPA, Department of Energy and the Forest 
Service – awarded a contract for the federal government’s first joint solar power procurement in 
California and Nevada. SolarCity Corporation was awarded this 5 megawatt power purchase agreement 
that will save the government $5 million in energy costs and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
approximately 40,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide. (Saracino, 2-3361) 
 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: We are preparing an Information Request Letter to the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) to ask for information on the facility and the 
uncontrolled methane release from an injection/withdrawal well at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas 
Storage Facility. SoCalGas is drilling one relief well, preparing a drill site for another relief well, and 
preparing for another 'well kill' attempt for possibly early next week. We are participating in daily 
operational briefings with SoCalGas and Sempra Utilities. On December 16, we participated in a site 
tour, along with representatives from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the 
Lawrence Berkeley and Livermore National Laboratories. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Presidential Action on Drought Resilience: Last week Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Water, Joel Beauvais, signed off on a Presidential Memo memorializing the role of the National Drought 
Resilience Partnership (NDRP) to coordinate federal support for drought response efforts across the 
country. The PM identifies 13 federal agencies/offices as participants in the NDRP, with the Department 
of Agriculture and Department of Commerce as the initial co-chairs. The next step in finalizing the PM 
will involve approval at the Deputy Secretary level. It’s expected that it will be ready for the President’s 
signature in mid-late January. There’s interest in rolling out the PM in an event that Principals from 
involved federal agencies could attend, potentially in California. (Gorke, 4-1853) 
 
Reuse and Recycling in Unconventional Oil and Gas: Region 9 continues to work with the Office of 
Water and Region 5 to finalize a “Reuse/Recycling of Wastewater” Project Plan associated with 
unconventional oil and gas (UOG) development. The Project Plan is one of four under development at 
the request of the Administrator’s Office to fill data gaps associated with the hydraulic fracturing 
drinking water study. All of the Plans are intended to enlist the support of key stakeholders to ensure 
safe and responsible development of UOG resources. Teresa Marks, senior policy advisor to the 
Administrator for UOG issues, briefed Administrator McCarthy on all four plans on December 16. We 
expect the Administrator will identify the specific stakeholders that the Agency will approach. The 
Reuse/Recycling Plan identified California as a potential stakeholder state, in addition to Pennsylvania, 
Colorado, Texas, and Oklahoma. (Albright, 2-3971) 
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SolarOne, RichmondBUILD, Environmental Workforce Development & Job Training: On 
December 16, Region 9 participated in a media-only event marking the groundbreaking of the Marin 
Clean Energy SolarOne project in Richmond. Marin Clean Energy, a public not-for-profit electricity 
provider for the City of Richmond, is leasing a 60-acre brownfield site at Chevron’s Richmond Refinery 
for the purpose of developing a new photovoltaic solar facility of up to 12 megawatts, which will be the 
single largest solar farm in the San Francisco Bay Area. Marin Clean Energy and the developer have 
committed to a goal of 50% local hire and all new hires will come from the RichmondBUILD program, 
which is supported by an EPA Environmental Workforce & Job Training grant. (Blazej, 2-3846) 
 
San Joaquin Valley Employer-Based Trip Production Rule: On December 11, the Regional 
Administrator signed a Federal Register notice to approve the San Joaquin Valley’s rule to require 
employers with more than 100 staff in one location to provide trip reduction services. We did not receive 
substantive comments on the proposal. (Buss, 7-4152) 
 
MVD-Las Vegas Infill Development Technical Assistance: We are working with the Regional 
Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada to plan infill development technical assistance via 
EPA's Building Blocks program. We set a tentative date of March 2-3 for a technical assistance 
workshop. The Building Blocks assistance will build upon the recommendations generated by the transit 
oriented development peer exchange held on December 2-3 and expand the conversation to include 
nongovernmental stakeholders. (Stollman, 2-3729) 
 
Small Water System Compliance Strategy: We completed a preliminary review of ADEQ’s draft 
compliance assistance strategy aimed at improving small water system compliance in Arizona. Arizona 
continues to have the largest percentage of small water systems in significant noncompliance of all the 
Region 9 states. The draft strategy includes new noteworthy elements to be implemented in FY16 
including increased technical assistance and training and improved targeting for technical assistance or 
escalated enforcement. (Li, 2-3560) 
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine: EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers conducted a site visit on 
December 15 to plan for contingency sampling, analysis, and communication should accumulated 
waters in the mine pit threaten to overflow during the winter. The impoundment is designed to overflow 
in a controlled manner in extremely wet years; the last overflow occurred in the El Nino winter of 
1998/1999. The EPA and Army Corps team met with critical stakeholders - the Elem Indian Colony and 
the Clearlake Oaks County Water District. There is about 8 feet of freeboard in the impoundment at this 
time, so there is not a near term risk of overflow. The water level and precipitation will be monitored 
closely. (Riley, 2-3003) 
 
Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine: The PRP has submitted a stabilization design plan as a follow-up to a 
November 19 site visit attended by EPA, the PRP, and California State Parks. The current stabilization 
plan will provide winter protection of creek bank improvements that armor and protect a berm used to 
impound drainage from the mine site. Implementation of the plan is expected to occur within the next 
few weeks. (Riley, 2-3003) 
 
Cyprus Tohono Mine Site: On December 14, representatives from Superfund, Enforcement, and Air 
Divisions consulted with the Tohono O'odam's Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. The 
meeting focused primarily on EPA's pending air permit application from Cyprus Tohono Corporation 
(CTC) that needs to be completed in the next few months. We also discussed the status of Superfund 
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remedial investigation (RI) activities, and the forthcoming feasibility study (FS) process, as well as 
EPA's NEPA requirements if mining should restart at the site. (Benner, 2-3189) 
 
Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan: We completed our two Mission Assignments for Typhoon Soudelor. We 
removed hazardous materials, including e-waste, household hazardous waste, and 12,000 gallons of oil. 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures: We received PGV's signature to a consent order settling our 
administrative penalty action and agreeing to pay a penalty of $76,500. The order is routing thru the 
concurrence chain and we hope that it will be entered before the end of the year. We will issue a press 
release once the order has been entered and filed. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Gibson Wine Co: We expect the Department of Justice to file a civil judicial complaint against Gibson 
Wine. Gibson Wine had a release of anhydrous ammonia in September 2014 that caused a fatality. 
Region 9 referred the matter to DOJ for judicial action. DOJ determined that Gibson Wine has not been 
negotiating in good faith and will file the complaint to commence litigation. (Johnstone, 2-3499) 
 
Imports Settlement: On December 16, we ratified an agreement to resolve CAA violations by Ming’s 
International, Inc. (Ming’s). The case involved the importation of 1,105 2-stroke, spark-ignition engines 
without a valid Certificate of Conformity and without emission control labels. Ming’s paid a penalty of 
$13,898, and the engines are in the custody of U.S. Customs. (Alkon, 2-3890) 
 
Sacramento Reasonably Available Control Technology (RACT): On December 11, the Regional 
Administrator signed a proposed partial approval and partial disapproval of the Sacramento 
Metropolitan Air Quality Management District’s demonstration that they are implementing RACT. 
(Tong, 7-4112; Shears, 4-1810) 
 
THIS WEEK: DECEMBER 21-DECEMBER 25, 2015 
 
Stormwater Permit Residual Designation Petition: We will recommend the Regional Administrator’s 
approval of an interim response to environmental groups that petitioned Region 9 to designate certain 
stormwater sources within the Los Cerritos and Dominguez Channel watersheds in Los Angeles County 
as requiring NPDES stormwater permits. Similar to petitions filed in Region 3, the petitions argue that 
commercial, industrial, and institutional stormwater sources are significant contributors to water quality 
impairments and must be further regulated. We are coordinating with Headquarters, Region 3, and 
California in determining our final response to the petitions. We expect to provide response options to 
ORA within the next 2 months and reach final decisions by summer, 2015. (Smith, 2-3464) 
 
San Joaquin Valley and South Coast 2006 PM2.5 Final Reclassifications: We will request the 
Regional Administrator’s signature on two final actions to reclassify the San Joaquin Valley and the 
South Coast for the 2006 PM2.5 standard from moderate to serious. Both areas will be required to submit 
serious area plans. (Tax, 7-4192) 
 
Yolo-Solano Rule Approvals: We will request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a direct final 
approval of two rules from the Yolo Solano Air Quality Management District. These rules control VOC 
emissions from gas stations, and NOx from stationary gas turbines. (Gong, 2-3073, Shears, 4-1810) 
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NEXT WEEK: DECEMBER 28, 2015-JANUARY 1, 2016 
 
San Joaquin Valley (SJV) 1-Hour Ozone Attainment Plan and VMT Demonstrations: We will 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed approval of the SJV 1-Hour Ozone 
Attainment Plan. This action will also include proposals to approve Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) 
emissions offset demonstrations for the 1-hour and 1997 8-hour ozone standards. (Ungvarsky, 2-3963) 
 
San Joaquin Valley 1997 PM2.5 Standard Serious Plan and Extension Request: We expect to 
request the Regional Administrator’s signature on a proposed action for SJV’s serious area attainment 
plan and extension request for the 1997 PM2.5 standard. EPA approved SJV’s moderate area plan in 
2011, but the area will not be able to attain this standard in 2015. The California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) seeks a three-year extension to 2018 to attain the 1997 24-hour standard and a five-year 
extension to 2020 to attain the 1997 annual standard. (Mays, 2-3227) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Quast, Sylvia
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 11:57 AM
To: LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 14 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 14Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:11 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy; Johnson, Kathleen; Cheatham, Reggie; Keener, Bill; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah; Quast, Sylvia; Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; Boone, David; Eoc, Epahq; Lee, Eugene; 
Schumann, Jean; Moore, Letitia; Minor, Dustin; Zito, Kelly; Zabel, Allan; Kao, Jessica; Irizarry, Gilberto; Adams, Elizabeth; 
Strauss, Alexis; Blumenfeld, Jared 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 14 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
New information highlighted yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
See the link at the end of this pape
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available t
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participa
system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 
County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 
standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

itle V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments. 
 
An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 
SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 
and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 
requests are in process with an additional 481  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-
assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-
angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Manzanilla, Enrique;Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Allen, HarryL;Keener, 

Bill;Kao, Jessica;Blumenfeld, Jared;Mogharabi, Nahal;LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN;Rongone, 
Marie;Johnson, Kathleen;Miller, Amy;Jones, Joel E.;Salazar, Matt;Minor, Dustin;Moore, 
Letitia;Berg, Elizabeth;Zabel, Allan;Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy;Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn;Eades, Cassaundra;Mims, 
Kathy;Higuchi, Dean;Nazmi, Niloufar;Berg, Elizabeth;Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
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letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225-5911 
 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter 
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 - Enacted - H.R. 1321: Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard.    
 
 
 

https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf
http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 12:35 PM
To: LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Manzanilla, Enrique;Lakin, Matt;Miller, Amy;Zito, 

Kelly;Johnson, Kathleen;Adams, Elizabeth;Quast, Sylvia
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Briefing Paper v13Jan15.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Steven – Please see attached.  We will also hope to put out additional situation updates over the coming days.  Please 
feel free to contact me with questions. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 11:53 AM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon 
 
Our updated briefing paper should suffice 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Daniel Meer 
Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
USEPA, Region 9 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN" <Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 10:50:43 AM PST 
To: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Lakin, Matt" <Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Miller, Amy" 
<Miller.Amy@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Johnson, 
Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon 

mailto:johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>
mailto:<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>
mailto:Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov
mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Lakin.Matthew@epa.gov
mailto:Miller.Amy@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
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Hi all – California Office of Emergency Services is convening a community meeting this Friday evening in 
Porter Ranch … it’s apparently going to be a panel of agencies and then public Q&A.  Jared has asked me 
to attend and report out on the meeting … unclear whether EPA would be asked to be part of the panel. 
  
In case I’m asked about EPA’s involvement or our planned actions, could you send me a short summary 
of the work your office has done and/or plans to do at this site?  I already have copies of our 12/18 
request for information letter to Southern California Gas, our 12/24 response letter to Congressman 
Sherman, a copy of our desk statement, and the information on Aliso Canyon that has been included in 
the Region’s weekly reports to HQ over the past few months. 
  
I don’t need anything too detailed or polished, just the relevant info I should know in case I get any 
questions. 
  
Thanks for your help. 
  
slj 
  



ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 
Briefing Paper 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Gas Release 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

13 January 2016  
 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCalGas injects natural 
gas into abandoned oil reservoirs for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCalGas is a subsidiary of Sempra Energy Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that 
is leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 
bcf (billion cubic feet), one of the largest natural gas storage facilities in the United States. 

Porter Ranch, an affluent residential community of approximately 30,000 people, is located near 
the Aliso Canyon storage facility. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead, which is located on a 
ridgetop.    

 Current Status:  SoCalGas is the responsible party and is attempting to plug the leaking well, 
with a team of well control contractors. The geology of the area is complex and has complicated 
the well kill effort.  SoCalGas’s response thus far is on two fronts:  attempts to kill the well from 
the top and drilling relief wells to kill the well from the bottom. SoCal has 157 people in their 
Incident Action Plan, working on this relief effort. 

Top Kill Efforts:  SoCalGas has attempted seven ‘top kill’ operations on SS 25, none 
successful.  At this time no additional top kill efforts are planned as SoCalGas has expressed  
concerns about such  efforts degrading the integrity of the existing well bore.   

Relief Wells:  SoCalGas is in the process of drilling two relief wells.  The first relief well 
is, as of 13 January, at approximately 7600 feet measured depth.  .  The drilling operation 
continues around the clock and Relief Well one is estimated to until at least the end of February 
to complete The relief well, if successful, will intercept the bottom of the leaking well and pump 
in cement to kill the well and stop the leaking gas.  This technique has had great success 
elsewhere in controlling well blow outs.  The second relief well will provide backup in case 
Relief Well 1 is unsuccessful in killing the well. Efforts are presently under way to ready Relief 
Well 2, which is scheduled to commence drilling on 1 February 2016.  

Release Mitigation Efforts:  Concurrent with efforts to kill the leaking well SoCalGas 
has been making efforts to minimize the amount and extent of the leak as it continues. First, it 
has been withdrawing gas from the Aliso Canyon field as much as they say is possible in order to 
reduce overall field pressure, which would reduce release rate.  Second, they have begun paying 



a series of “coalescer plates” over the point of release in an attempt to entrain any sprays and 
mists that are emitted.   Third, they plan to install and implement a gas capture system in which 
some amount of gas will be treated to remove the odorous mercaptans and then the remaining 
gas will be flared.  Work on a first phase of this project which is allowable under the facilities 
existing Title V permit will commence soon.  A second phase will require a new or modified 
Title V permit and SoCalGas has submitted an application for that to the local AQMD. 

Environmental and Public Health Issues:  Estimates of how much methane is leaking are not 
particularly reliable but are reported to be on the order of 2-3 million pounds per day.  

As of January 8, California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 
evaluated air sample data collected by SoCalGas during the period of the natural gas leak and 
concluded: 

• Overall, the available air sample data does not indicate that an acute toxicity health 
hazard exists in the Porter Ranch neighborhood as a result of the Aliso Canyon natural 
gas leak. 

• However, this does not mean that the adverse physical symptoms reported by many 
Porter Ranch neighborhood residents are not real. The natural gas odorants tert-butyl 
mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene have strong odors which can be perceived at 
concentrations below the levels that can be detected in air samples. These odors can 
evoke physiological responses (e.g. nausea, headaches) without inducing more serious or 
longer-lasting health effects, such as eye or respiratory system damage. [Source: 
http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/OEHHAPorterRanchairsampleevalJan201
6.pdf] 

These conclusions are consistent with public health statements issued by the Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health (http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf). 

In addition to methane, the SoCalGas air samples measured levels of certain volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and sulfur-containing compounds, including benzene, hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide, pollutants that can be harmful to human health if levels are high enough.  Key 
findings from OEHHA’s review of the data include: 

• The natural gas odorants tert-butyl mercaptan and tetrahydrothiophene were not detected 
in the air samples and do not represent a toxic health risk, though odors that provoke 
health symptoms can occur at levels well below air sampling detection limits for these 
chemicals. 

• Measurements of methane show levels that are substantially below the flammability limit 
and do not represent an acute health risk. 

• Of the sampled VOCs, none were found to be above levels expected to result in adverse 
health effects. 

• Benzene, a VOC, tended to have the highest levels, though were still below levels 
expected to result in adverse health effects (the highest sampled benzene concentration 
was ~70% of the acute health benchmark, observed on 11/10/15 in the Porter Ranch 
Community). 

http://oehha.ca.gov/public_info/emergency/pdf/OEHHAPorterRanchairsampleevalJan201
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/docs/AlisoCanyon.pdf


• The level of sulfur-containing compounds sampled in the area (hydrogen sulfide and 
sulfur dioxide) were generally below detection limits and below levels expected to result 
in adverse health impacts.. 

SoCalGas continues to conduct air quality sampling in the Porter Ranch area.  The South Coast 
Air Quality Management District has also deployed air quality monitoring equipment and 
services to the area to enhance data collection efforts 
(http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso-canyon-update/air-sampling).  
OEHHA, along with other relevant agencies, will continue to observe the measured data to 
evaluate possible health impacts as conditions change. 

Regulatory Actions: State and local regulatory agencies and jurisdictions are involved with the 
response to this methane leak.  

State Agencies: 

Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), Department of   
Conservation, Natural Resources Agency; 

California Public Utility Commission (CPUC); 

California Office of Emergency Services (OES);  

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA). 

Local Agencies: 

Los Angeles County Fire/HazMat 

City of Los Angeles 

South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

DOGGR has issued two orders to SoCalGas, to provide information on the leaking well (18 
November) and to develop plans for expeditiously capturing the escaping gas, stopping the leak 
and communicating with state and local regulators (10 December). The 10 December order 
includes the convening of experts from the national laboratories (Lawrence Berkeley, Lawrence 
Livermore and Sandia) to review data and assist DOGGR in evaluating SoCalGas’s plans for 
stopping the leak. 

The SCAQMD issued on 5 November a Notice to Comply to SoCalGas which directed 
SoCalGas to safely and expeditiously stop the release of natural gas from the affected well site 
and to prevent the release of the mercaptan odors from the natural gas leak that are impacting the 
nearby community.  On November 23, 2015, SCAQMD issued a Notice of Violation to 
SoCalGas for creating a Public Nuisance.  The notice of violation cited SoCalGas for daily 
nuisance violations beginning October 23, 2015 and continuing each day until odors from the 
leak no longer contribute to a public nuisance. The notice of violation also directed SoCalGas 
to expeditiously and safely stop the leak and expeditiously abate the release of air contaminants 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/regulations/compliance/aliso-canyon-update/air-sampling)


that are causing the public nuisance.  The SCAQMD has also filed a petition for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCalGas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor 
the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  The hearing 
on the petition commenced on 9 January. 

The CPUC is conducting an investigation to assess SoCalGas actions before and after the well 
failure that resulted in the methane gas release. This includes public notification and issues 
related to operation and maintenance of the storage facility.  CPUC has requested information 
from SoCalGas and, in coordination with DOGGR, directed SoCalGas to hire an independent, 
third party to conduct a root cause analysis of the well blow out. 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health ordered SoCalGas to provide temporary 
relocation to residents. As of 15 January, 2506 households had been offered temporary 
relocation, with an additional 2100 inquiries and applications still being processed. SoCalGas has 
established a community center in Porter Ranch to answer questions and assist residents with 
temporary relocation and claims. 

The Los Angeles City Attorney announced a lawsuit against SoCalGas for its handling of the 
methane leak and the SCAQMD has cited SoCalGas for a public nuisance due to the odors from 
the mercaptan additive. 

Cal/EPA has contacted the Interagency Modeling and Atmospheric Assessment Center 
(IMAAC) for possible assistance in modeling the methane dispersion.  IMAAC is a federal 
interagency with expertise in plume and atmospheric modeling. 

EPA Activities: 

Region 9 is closely monitoring the situation but EPA’s authorities and jurisdiction in responding 
directly to the release is limited.  The agency has concluded that the facility and release is not 
subject to CERCLA due to the petroleum exclusion rule.  The facility is also not subject to the 
Chemical Accident Prevention provisions of CAA §112(r).  The Agency could make a finding of 
imminent and substantial endangerment under CAA §303; however this is rarely used and only 
when a state has exhausted all of its resources and there is a gap in being able to order injunctive 
relief. 
 

The Region is participating in a number of daily calls both with SoCalGas and public agencies, 
as well as providing daily summaries.  On 15 December two on-scene coordinators participated 
in a site tour with the Los Angeles County Fire and Hazardous Materials Unit and 
representatives from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.  On 18 December the Region 
issued an information request to SoCalGas pursuant to the Clean Air Act Section 114.  SoCalGas 
made a substantial 1665 page submittal in response to the information request which we continue 
to evaluate.  The Region has been engaged in discussions with USDOT/PHMSA on the matter. 
On 7 January the Region convened an incident-specific Regional Response Team call in order 
brief and ask for technical assistance from our federal partner agencies on the RRT.  On Monday 



11 January there was a National Response Team call on the matter to again solicit technical 
support from other federal agencies.  
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 8:55 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, Fe;Grier, 
Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, Jeremy;Chesnutt, 
John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, Lewis;Henning, 
Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;R9-ORC3
@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, Barbara;Robberson, 
Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, Christopher;Benson, 
Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, Ed;Brown, Ivania 
(Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance. On 18 January 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On 20 January we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 
respect to the incident. SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On 21 January Johnstone represented the Region at a planning meeting, 
with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for the 2016 
Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning Center. (J. 
Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam.  Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 

mailto:<Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
mailto:@epamail.epa.gov;Cook
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are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for 25 January.  (D. Shane, 2-3037 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27, 2016): EPA will making an 
Executive Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 
attendees representing industry, first responders and government agencies. Bill Jones (619-235-4776) 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training - Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
Weekly Report for the week of January 11-15, 201  

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
Other Information 

Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and 
state representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency 
Preparedness conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we 
are bringing together State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal 
agencies (Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of 
Homeland Security) and state agencies (California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California 
Environmental Protection Agency) for discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 
13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security. (B. Jones, 619-235-4776).  

Internal to Region 9  

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
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Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 8:40 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, Fe;Grier, 
Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, Jeremy;Chesnutt, 
John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, Lewis;Henning, 
Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;R9-ORC3
@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, Barbara;Robberson, 
Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, Christopher;Benson, 
Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, Ed;Brown, Ivania 
(Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance. On 18 January 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On 20 January we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 
respect to the incident. SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On 21 January Johnstone represented the Region at a planning meeting, 
with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for the 2016 
Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning Center. (J. 
Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27, 2016): EPA will making an 

mailto:<Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
mailto:@epamail.epa.gov;Cook
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Executive Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 
attendees representing industry, first responders and government agencies. Bill Jones (619-235-4776) 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training - Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
Weekly Report for the week of January 11-15, 201  

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
Other Information 

Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and 
state representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency 
Preparedness conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we 
are bringing together State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal 
agencies (Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of 
Homeland Security) and state agencies (California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California 
Environmental Protection Agency) for discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 
13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security. (B. Jones, 619-235-4776).  

Internal to Region 9  

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Shaffer, 

Caleb;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Yogi, David;Higuchi, 
Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, Fe;Kwok, Frances;Ball, Harold;Allen, 
HarryL;Deyoe, Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Moore, Kathi;Johnson, 
Kathleen;Lawrence, Kathryn;Zito, Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;Henning, 
Loren;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, 
Peter;Hiett, Richard;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Duncan, 
Will;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants:  Forty-nine applications were received 
nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity and 8 of those applications were received from communities 
and nonprofits in Region 9, which is the highest number of proposals received by any Region.  The proposals 
will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months and the national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-1821) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  Last week Philips submitted a workplan for EPA review and approval, 
proposing a groundwater in-situ bioremediation (ISB) treatability study (enhanced reductive dechlorination) in 
the Philips Operable Unit.  The purpose of the study will be to evaluate the efficacy of ISB to reduce the high 
concentrations of TCE in the former Philips source areas (with greater than 10,000 ug/L TCE).  It is these 
source areas that are driving the vapor intrusion risk for the nearby residential 
neighborhood.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050) 
 
Triple Site Offsite Operable Unit:  EPA has begun mailing out VI mitigation plans to property owners for 
their review and approval.  This week we will begin meeting with owners to discuss the proposed mitigation 
approaches and obtain their approval to proceed.  We are also preparing an updated fact sheet for the 
community, which describes the expansion of the testing area and EPA’s plans for a “step-out” sampling event 
in the spring.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance.  On January 18, 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On January 20, we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
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respect to the incident.  SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam.  Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 
are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for January 25.  (Contact:  Dane Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Northeast Church Rock and Quivira Mine Sites:  Priscilla Tom and Mark Ripperda will join staff from 
Region 6 to host a groundwater forum for the community in Gallup on Saturday.  The discussions will focus on 
impacts to both shallow and deep groundwater from the mine sites and mill site.  (Contact: Mark Ripperada, x2-
3028) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 21, Lily Lee was requested to present at the 
Bayview Hunters Point EJ Taskforce meeting.  The task force has requested a general overview of cleanup, 
plans to leave some contamination in place, measures to ensure dust suppression and other pollution associated 
with remediation, and construction work for the large scale development project are adequate to protect public 
health and the environment.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area (South Gate, CA):  The second round of Vapor Intrusion sampling starts 
January 20.  Approximately eight structures will be targeted for indoor air sampling.  (Contact:  Heather Parker, 
x2-3112 or Romie Duarte, x4-1801) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar:  Brownfields staff will participate in a webinar on January 20 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on Brownfields 
resources and technical assistance.  The webinar is focused on sharing federal and state resources that could 
assist organizations looking for funding to create new health access points in under-served communities.  The 
Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert under-utilized properties, containing known 
or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged communities, such as health 
clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-
1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU:  On January 14, Judge Manuel L. Real entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA 
Consent Decree.  This CD provides for performance of the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as 
settlement of all OU1 costs and outstanding site-wide costs (incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL 
listing phases).  Shell will be submitting payment for past costs within 60 days, amounting to $1.2 million, to be 
deposited into the Del Amo Special Account.  (Contact:  Dante.Rodriguez, x2-3166 or Sarah Mueller, x2-3953) 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  Project team staff participated in a call arranged by OCR on January 19 
with the DC and District staff of Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) to brief them on the proposed listing of the 
Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL.  Also presented was the work EPA is doing to address concerns at the 
Eureka Smelter Site.  In addition, the final response to an incoming letter from Nevada Senator Reid expressing 
his support of EPA’s proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine to the NPL was signed by the Regional 
Administrator on January 14.  [Contacts:  Dave Seter, x2-3250; Dante Rodriguez, x2-3166; and Eugenia Chow, 
x2-3160) 
 
Alameda Naval Air Station:  The Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD) for Operable Unit 1, Site 16 
groundwater was signed this week.  The ESD revises the conceptual site model to remove ingestion of the site 
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groundwater as an exposure pathway, per recent Water Board action; and confirms the protectiveness of the 
vapor intrusion pathway for the intended commercial/industrial reuse.  Residential development would be 
allowed with agency-approved vapor control systems.  (Contact:  Chris Lichens, x2-3149) 
 
Palos Verdes Shelf Superfund Site:  On January 21, in support of the Site Institutional Control Program, RPM 
Ramsey is traveling to Los Angeles to participate in an Angler Educational Outreach Workshop.  This 
Workshop was recommended by EPA in order to review and reassess angler outreach techniques, messages, 
and data collection efforts with key Fish Contamination Education Collaborative (FCEC) Angler Outreach 
partners including Heal the Bay and Cabrillo Marine Aquarium.  (Contact:  Phillip Ramsey, x2-3006) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On January 21, Johnstone represented the Region at a planning 
meeting, with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for 
the 2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning 
Center.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 28, at 12:00 p.m., Greenaction and other 
nonprofit organizations plan to protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office, a half a block from 
EPA’s Office.  They are protesting against Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval 
Shipyard Superfund site.  They are concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and 
gentrification.  In addition, the groups plan to protest at EPA at 12:45 pm.  All employees will receive a 
message with more details before the event.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
ADEQ MSCA:  EPA management and staff will meet with ADEQ to discuss Site status and MSCA issues. 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27):  EPA will making an Executive 
Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 attendees 
representing industry, first responders and government agencies.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency Preparedness 
conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we are bringing together 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal agencies (Pipeline Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of Homeland Security) and state agencies 
(California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California Environmental Protection Agency) for 
discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety 
and Security.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
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Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the EPA/ADEQ Annual MSCA Meeting in 
Phoenix, AZ, on January 28-29.  Nancy Lindsay is acting. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 3:49 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 12/18/2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
SolarOne, RichmondBUILD, Environmental Workforce Development & Job Training:  On December 16, 
EPA staff will speak at a media-only event marking the groundbreaking of the Marin Clean Energy SolarOne 
project in Richmond, Ca.  Marin Clean Energy, a public not for profit electricity provider for the City of 
Richmond, has secured a land option and lease agreement to lease a 60-acre brownfield site at Chevron’s 
Richmond Refinery for the purpose of developing a new photovoltaic solar facility of up to 12 
megawatts.  Once completed, the Solar One Project will be the single largest solar farm in the San Francisco 
Bay Area.  Stion has been selected as the developer and construction manager.  Both Marin Clean Energy and 
Stion have committed to a goal of 50% local hire and all new hires will come from the RichmondBUILD 
program that is supported by an EPA’s Environmental Workforce & Job Training grant.  All new hires are 
required to possess a Hazwoper certification.  RichmonBUILD’s recent class of graduates have received 
specific solar installation training for this facility.  (Contact: Nova Blazej, x2-3846) 
 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
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RichmondBuild students working on a practice solar rack. 
 
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine:  EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers conducted a site visit on December 15 
to plan for contingency sampling, analysis, and communication should the accumulated waters in mine pit 
threaten to overflow during the winter.  The impoundment is designed to overflow in a controlled manner in 
extremely wet years; this last occurred in the El Nino winter of 1998/1999.  The EPA and ACOE team met with 
critical stakeholders the Elem Indian Colony and the Clearlake Oaks County Water District to select potential 
pre-event and event sampling locations.  The ACOE will develop a sampling plan in the next few weeks, and 
we will circulate it to stakeholders to maintain awareness and communication.  There is approximately 8 feet of 
freeboard in the impoundment at this time, so there is not a near term risk of overflow.  The water level and 
precipitation will be monitored closely.  (Contact:  Gary Riley, x2-3003) 
 
Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine (Marsh Creek Road Abandoned Dump Site):  The PRP has submitted a 
stabilization design plan as a follow-up to a November 19 site visit attended by the RPM and PRP's counsel, 
PRP contractors, and California State Parks.  The mine is pending cleanup under an enforcement order by the 
RWQCB.  The current stabilization plan will provide winter protection of creek bank improvements conducted 
under a 2008 EPA removal order; these improvements are to armor and protect a berm that impounds draining 
from the mine site.  Implementation of the plan is expected to occur within the next few weeks.  (Contact:  Gary 
Riley, x2-3003) 
 
Hunters Point Shipyard:  On December 17, EPA is meeting with the City, its developer Lennar, the Navy, and 
the State to discuss the path forward for allowing Parcel G to be suitable for residential use, rather than the 
commercial/industrial level that the Navy prepared the property for based on initial City redevelopment 
plans.  The Navy would like to transfer the parcel as soon as possible, so all are eager to resolve this issue.  EPA 
would like the City/Developer to excavate additional hot spots, whereas they believe the site can be protective 
as is given the current durable cover.  (Contact:  Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We are preparing an Information Request Letter under authority 



12

of CAA §114 to the Southern California Gas Company, asking for information relating to the facility and the 
uncontrolled methane release from an injection/withdrawal well at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage 
Facility.  SoCal Gas is drilling one relief well, preparing a drill site for another relief well and preparing for 
another 'well kill' attempt, possibly early next week.  We are participating in the daily operational briefing calls 
with SoCal Gas and Sempra Utilities.  On December 16, two OSCs participated in a site tour, along with 
representatives from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the Lawrence Berkeley and 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
McClellan AFB (Sacramento, CA):  EPA met last week with McClellan Privatization stakeholders 
(McClellan Business Park, Tetra Tech [its contractor], and State regulatory agencies) to discuss the comments 
EPA and the Central Valley Water Quality Control Board provided on the draft final FOSET 2 Action Sites 
RD/RA work plan for the former McClellan Air Force Base.  This RD/RA work plan describes the remedy 
details for 43 McClellan sites under the Privatization process.  The remedies in this RD/RA work plan are 
expected to cost about $24 million and include excavation and off-site disposal of about 61,000 cubic yards of 
contaminated soils.  The meetings resulted in resolution of all remaining comments and clarification of 
confirmation sampling requirements for each site, which will significantly improve the final work plan.  EPA 
and State regulatory agencies have been expediting their reviews of this work plan and attending multi-day 
working sessions to improve the RD/RA work plan and support the goals of Privatization.  (Contact:  Bob 
Fitzgerald, x7-4171) 
 
Cyprus Tohono Mine Site:  On December 14, a successful Consultation meeting was held with the Tohono 
O'odam's Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee and representatives from EPA's Superfund, 
Enforcement and Air Divisions.  The meeting lasted almost three hours and focused primarily on EPA's pending 
air permit application from Cyprus Tohono Corporation (CTC) that needs to be completed (including a formal 
public review process) in the next few months.  Discussions also occurred on the status of Superfund remedial 
investigation (RI) activities, and the forthcoming feasibility study (FS) process, as well as EPA's NEPA 
requirements if mining should restart at the mine site.  It was a very informative meeting for all 
parties.  (Contact:  Andria Benner, x2-3189) 
 
Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan:  We have completed our current scope of work for the two Mission Assignments 
for this federally declared disaster.  Materials shipped off island include: 
9 – 40’ containers with a total of 733 transformer carcasses; 
2- ISO tanks with approximately 12,000 gallons of oil total; 
1 -  40’ container of white goods; and 
2 - 40’ containers of e-waste. 
There remains on island: 
1 - 20’ container with 6 drums of PCB oil, 27 drums of non PCB oil, 1 CYB of contaminated soils and 2 CYB 
of contaminated debris (visqueen liners from transformer collection and pro-clo); and 
1 -  40’ container of HHW. 
The two remaining containers await the lifting of an embargo on hazardous wastes at one of the subsequent 
Ports (Shanghai) along the shipper's (Matson) route. 
 
Yurok Pesticides, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is following up the Yurok Tribe and the Certified Unified 
Program Agency to remove some illegal, abandoned pesticides on tribal land.  This site was referred by the 
Brownfields program.  (Contact:  HarryL Allen, x2-3063) 
 
Sierra Chemical Company reply due:  Sierra Chemical received a Notice of Findings for more then 15+ 
potential violations from a RMP/EPCRA inspection.  Their compliance response and schedule is due to EPA on 
December 18.  At that point, Inspector Henry and ORC (Tessa Berman) will begin the evaluation of substantial 
records and recommend a course of action for the potential enforcement case.  After our 2015 RMP/EPCRA 
inspection, the facility had another release of chlorine and the City of Stockton Fire Department responded, 
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according to our CUPA partner (San Joaquin Valley).  No injuries were reported.  The CUPA also stated a 
hazardous waste inspection was conducted and multiple violations were found.  John Schofield with EPA 
RCRA will be conducting a federal hazardous waste inspection at the facility soon.  (Contact:  Karen Henry x2-
3844) 
 
Local Emergency Response Commission (LEPC) Meeting, Bakersfield, CA:  On December 10, Bill Jones 
made a presentation at the quarterly meeting of the California Region V LEPC.  The presentation focused on 
Executive Order 13650 – Chemical Safety and Security and tools to energize LEPCs.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 
619-235-4776) 
 
Response Support Corps Recruitment:  On December 17, Steve Calanog and Dan Meer hosted a meeting to 
introduce the RSC to new employees and to recruit participants for intermediate ICS training to be delivered in 
January.  We described the RSC role, and talked about different responses that occurred this year.  We will see 
how much interest we have and then consider active recruitment of individuals. 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures:  We received PGV's signature to the Consent Agreement/Final Order settling our 
administrative penalty action and agreeing to pay a penalty of $76,500.  The CA/FO is presently routing thru the 
concurrence chain and we hope that it will be entered before the end of the year.  We will issue a press release 
once the CA/FO has been entered and filed, but likely after the first of the New Year.  (Contact:  Jeremy 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Gibson Wine Co.:  We expect the Department of Justice to file a civil judicial complaint against Gibson Wine 
Co.  Gibson had a release of anhydrous ammonia in September 2014 that caused a fatality.  Region 9 referred 
the matter to DOJ for judicial action under the CAA's General Duty Clause.  DOJ has determined that Gibson 
has not been negotiating in good faith and will file the complaint to commence litigation.  (Contact:  Jeremy 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla will be on leave December 23 to January 1.  John Lyons is 
acting on December 23-24, Nancy Lindsay is acting on December 28-30, and Kathi Moore is acting on 
December 31. 
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30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 12:43 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared;Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 21Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New Information Shaded Yellow.   
 
Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets with any significant 
developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their 
bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February but will most likely be sooner. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
21 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 
DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 
these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 
government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 
Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 
run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use end of 
February  as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 
January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 
well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February 

.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 
performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-
25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 
preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 
pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 
components to the site  



 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 
and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 
national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 



 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 3:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - 
Do Not Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
 
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
 
Corrected bullet here: 
 
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a 
methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16.pdf; SoCalGas Methane Capture Plan Letter 
01.18.2016.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Effective today, these updates will be send twice weekly, on a Monday/Thursday 
schedule.  Significant events on other days will be communicated via email. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 November SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site without adding unnecessary safety 
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 
then posted  
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over


 

Dennis V. Arriola  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

 
555 W. 5th Street, M.L. GT-21C1  

Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
 

Tel: 213.244.3800  
Fax: 213.244.8293  

DArriola@SempraUtilities.com 
 

January 18, 2016 

 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  
Governor, State of California  
State Capitol, Suite 1173  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown:  

As you are aware, we have been evaluating since November various options to safely capture 
and process the gas leaking from the SS25 well at our Aliso Canyon facility.  I write to advise you 
that after consultation with our safety team as well as state regulators, we have determined 
that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without 
adding unnecessary safety risks. While keeping state and local agencies fully informed, we have 
used our best efforts to develop and consider multiple plans to safely capture and process the 
gas.  Unfortunately, none of the identified plans adequately address these safety risks to our 
satisfaction.   

As a result, we have decided to end this component of our ongoing mitigation program.   

Our highest priority has been and continues to be to safely seal the SS25 well as quickly as 
possible.  To that end, we continue to make excellent progress on our relief well operations.  
We currently believe that we will be in a position to intercept SS25 and stop the leak by late 
February, if not sooner.   
  
In the interim, and consistent with your January 6, 2016 Order, we have been delivering as 
much gas as we can to our customers from the Aliso Canyon storage facility, while still 
providing reliable service.  According to the California Air Resources Board, these efforts have 
reduced the volume of escaping gas by over 60 percent since November 28.  In addition, we 
continue to provide homes in the vicinity with free whole-house air purification and plug-in air 
purifiers that remove natural gas odorant.  We install approximately 200 air purification 
systems per day, and we are confident that these systems have been effective in improving air 



quality in the community.  Finally, we continue to implement our relocation services to provide 
reasonable alternative accommodations to those residents who chose to leave the immediate 
area.  We believe that these steps have safely reduced the amount of methane that is being 
emitted, as well as the impact on the community near our facility, as our relief well operations 
move forward.   

Please let me know if you have any questions concerning our decision to discontinue work on 
the proposed methane capture and processing system.  We will, of course, keep you fully 
apprised of our progress on all other aspects of our operations to fully and finally resolve the 
SS25 gas leak.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Arriola 
President and CEO 
Southern California Gas Company  
 
 
 
cc:  
 
Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD 
Robert Weisenmiller, CEC 
Michael Picker, CPUC 
Richard Corey, CARB 
Al Walker, DOGGR 
Jason Marshall, DOC 
Elizavita Melashanko, CPUC SED 
Ken Bruno, CPUC SED 
Mary Ann Efron, Cal OSHA 
Robert Salgado, Cal OSHA 
Chief Dave Stone, Cal OES 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 14 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 14Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information highlighted yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
See the link at the end of this pape
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available t
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participa
system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 
County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 
standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

itle V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments. 
 
An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 
SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 
and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 
requests are in process with an additional 481  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-
assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-
angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
11 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the  design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas. 
 On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a 
federal task force of well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and 
operation of the Gas Capture and Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas. The 
Department of Energy representative on the NRT call will take this request back to the 
DOE fossil energy and science and technology programs regarding experts that might 
be available to help.  The Department of Interior s USGS and Bureau of Safety and 



Environmenta l Enforcement may also have some expertise. Mike Faulkner, the NRT 
executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weathe r  is  fo reca s t  fo r  high wind s  to  re sume . This  could  
imp ac t  wo rk  occurr ing a t  S S - 2 5  ( fo r  examp le ,  ins ta lla t ion o f the  4 t h  
co a lesc ing t ray) .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
educe overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
ttaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

Drilling has reached approximately 7197 feet. Ranging run #11 is being 
performed today. Relief well #1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or 
early March. Drilling will slow significantly as they approach 8000 feet because the 
ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency, to accurately establish the 
position of RW#1 in relation to SS-25. Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

SoCal Gas is preparing to put down the cement/soil slurry on Relief Well #2 
drilling pad. 

Gas Capture Options:  



SoCal Gas received permiss io n from SCAQMD to begin constructio n of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installa t io n of additiona l equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additiona l work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the applicat ion so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system.  

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  



On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

California Air Resources Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change


 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Compilation of Stories 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html
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Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
8 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather is  forecast  to be  clear and sunny.   
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 



 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
awal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 
 Drilling has reached approximately 6460 feet. Ranging run #10 is scheduled for a 
depth of approximately 6610 feet. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

The clear weather should allow for continued preparation of the drill pad for 
RW#2. 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system .  



Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  



Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds a re  calm .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 
successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 
6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility existing Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 
covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 



of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid


1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 3:01 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 6 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.06.16 - Copy.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 6 January. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
6 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Ac ting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfe ld had a meet and greet  with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rain and low visibility in the area continued on 6 January. Access  to  SS  2 5  
and  Re lie f Well N umb er  2  co ntinue s  to  be  re s tr ic ted ,  fo r  sa fe ty reaso ns .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  



flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 
  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be 
conducted, to precisely locate relief well#1 in relation to SS25. SoCal Gas estimates that 
they should reach approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling 
stays on schedule.  The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks 
because the range runs will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can 
intercept the bottom of SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of 
the drilling of the last 500 feet will be much slower. 

Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed successfully and 
drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 6000 feet.  The P-
39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad. PS-20 has been shut in 

due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 has been pushed back to 1 
February, weather permitting. 

The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the wet 
weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for the drill 
pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 
only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 
into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifo ld and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
prelimina ry applicatio n to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 
project.  
under the steel bridge and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain 
any oil mists that emit from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The 
other two coalesce plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather 
permitt ing. 

SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for constructio n and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 



Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the 
revised air monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal 
Gas is revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence 
line of the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 
hour continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 
Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

  
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to 
the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   



  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:20 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 5 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.05.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
5 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld had a meet and greet  with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal  
Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week. 
V is i b i l i t y  i s  l im i t ed  a t  t h e  we l l  s i t e s  an d  a cc es s  t o  SS  25  an d  R e l i e f  
W el l  Num b er  2  h as  b een  cu r t a i l ed .  
  

Well Management:  



SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 
Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be conducted, to precisely 
locate the well bore in relation to SS-25. SoCal Gas estimates that they should reach 
approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling stays on schedule.  
The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks because the range runs 
will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can intercept the bottom of 
SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of the drilling of the last 
500 feet will be much slower. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

PS-20 has been shut in due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 
has been pushed back to 1 February, weather permitting. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 
assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 
only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 
into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifol d and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 
project. The flaring operation will require a permit from SCAQMD. Additionally, 

and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any oil mists that emit 



from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce 
plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitting.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 
Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

 
 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  



SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:49 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 4 January is attached.   
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:42 AM
To: Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, Nancy;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig;Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.24.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.   
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

24 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Weather:  Weather is rainy with winds expected to increase over the next several days, 
with wind gusts up to 80 mph. High winds will affect the drilling of relief well #1 and 
preparation of well pad for relief well #2. 

 Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  P-39A remains on schedule. A cement plug was installed and 
they are cementing the 9 5/8” intermediate casing to 3682 feet.  They are waiting on cement 
delivery and working on the well head and will resume drilling in a few days. 

 Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and it now looks 
like they will need to move closer to 72,000 cy of dirt.  The increased amount of grading is being 
done to improve the stability of the well pad. 

 Kill Attempt on SS-25:  With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they are assessing 
the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head.  Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud is on the bridge, causing it to bow.  There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt.  The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably.  This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge.  They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 



bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe.  If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head. 

 Air Monitoring:  Air monitoring continues as 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility.  

 Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center, 290 visitors on 23 December.  They also had 12 media inquiries and are 
overwhelmed with information and data requests from all levels of government. 

 Gas Capture Options:  AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head.  The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal.  Previously, SoCal Gas 
was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, 
either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal.  SCAQMD pointed out that they 
would need permits for either of those options.  Gas capture would require them to construct a 
platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned.  It did not sound 
like there were many feasible options for gas capture. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 



mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 10:33 AM
To: hqeoc/hqeoc/QP/USEPA/US;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

23 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 



 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 
mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin;lynn.slepski@dot.gov;Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnson, Kathleen;Quast, 

Sylvia;Moore, Letitia;Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf; SoCAL Gas Request for Info.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  

mailto:Nitin;lynn.slepski@dot.gov;Parrish
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;Lawrence
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov;
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;
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Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on-scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  
From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1-866-462-0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  

mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov>
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
http://www.alisoupdates.com
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Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  
From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

•         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 
o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

  
•         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
§  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 
o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov
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o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

•         ENV/Health (Jill) 
o   Air monitoring continuing 
o   Data uploaded yesterday 
o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  
•         Q&A 
o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 

invited—yes 
§  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 
o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 
o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 

area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7-inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long-term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half-mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 

help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole-house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 

https://www.alisoupdates.com/main
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specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 

o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet-friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on-schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late-February to late-March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul-smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-declaration-gas-leak-35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 
o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 

that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 

company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-information/emergency-response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency-
over-porter-ranch-gas-leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-declaration-gas-leak-35804863
http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-information/emergency-response
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map
http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102
http://sempra.com/
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency
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Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Leslie Owyang-Chin <Owyang-Chin.Leslie@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 4:09 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
FY16 Brownfields Grant applications: The regional Brownfields program received 23 proposals from 16 
applicants requesting $6.9M in funding for Brownfields assessment and cleanup grants through a national 
request for proposals.  The 16 applications are mostly local units of government, except for 2 applications from 
CNMI and Guam.  Nationally 223 proposals will be funded with $54.5M available.  The review process has 
commenced, which will entail reviewing the 505 applications received nationwide.  The final decisions are 
expected in late May – early June 2016.  (Contact: Noemi Emeric-Ford, 4-1821).   
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine:  On January 11, Greg Nagel, Peter Husby (Lab staff), and Gary Riley visited 
the site  to install remote monitoring and sampling equipment at the flooded mine impoundment.  The real-time 
water level monitoring - available by web link - will allow EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers to see signs 
of rising water and a potential overflow through the mine's spillway. The R9 Lab also installed automatic 
sampling equipment that will collect samples of water if flow begins. Region 9 is working with local 
stakeholders and the Army Corps to finalize a sampling and response plan to monitor water quality in Clear 
Lake in case of an overflow. (Contact: Gary Riley x2-3003).  
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  Chris Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), the 
DTSC, North Coast RWQCB, the local Air Pollution Control District and the Humboldt Bay Harbor 
District.  We will return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were profiled last 
week.  This should complete the site work, estimated date of completion is mid March (Contact:  Chris Weden 
415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:   We continued to participate in daily calls with 
Southern California Gas, state and local agencies.  On  January 5,  Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCal Gas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
February bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On January 7, 
the Region convened an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a 
subset of federal and state agencies on the RRT, and on  January 11,  the Region briefed the National Response 
Team NRT on the Aliso Canyon incident.  RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical 

mailto:<Owyang-Chin.Leslie@epamail.epa.gov>
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expertise from other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas 
capture and well-killing.  On  January 13,  Kay Lawrence met with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies 
(including PHMSA) to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project.  On  January 
13,  Senators. Boxer and Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and 
Attorney General Lynch requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the 
release. Gov. Brown's office has convened a meeting on January 15  at Porter Ranch at which senior state 
agency representatives will speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited to participate. Steven John from 
the LAFO will attend the meeting. (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Chemical Safety Board meeting at Torrance City Hall:  On January 13, Kay Lawrence attended the 
Chemical Safety Board meeting in Torrance California, at which the CSB delivered the interim results of their 
investigation of the Exxon Mobil refinery accident that occurred in February 2015.  CalOSHA and Cal EPA 
were also in attendance and presented information on the proposed California Process Safety Management and 
Refinery Planning regulations.  The meeting attracted an audience of several hundred people. (Contact:  Kay 
Lawrence, x2-3039)  
 
710 Corridor, Los Angeles County:  We will access letters for the final two sites of the eight in the corridor 
were sent on January 15, and sampling will take place February 15 - 26th.  At the conclusion of this sampling, 
we be begin to build the 3-D Conceptual Model of this portion of the basin in preparation for both NPL site 
prioritization and assessing the area overall for groundwater contamination.  (Contact: Matthew Mitguard, x2-
3096) 
 
Montrose Ecology Control Industries (ECI) property:  Tu Nguyen and Yolanda Sanchez traveled to Los 
Angeles to attend the  Regional Planning Commission hearing on  January 6th.  The Commission is determining 
a conditional land use permit for the Ecology Control Industries, Inc. (ECI) property.  The determination has 
been delayed by EPA activities for the recently excavated DDT-contaminated soil stockpiles on the ECI 
property.  Tu and Yolanda also spoke with one resident who has raised concerns about a cracked house 
foundation, possibly due to ECI excavation activities.  This week, Tu and Yolanda completed a draft fact sheet 
on the DDT-contaminated soil stockpiles at the ECI property; it is being routed through management and OCR 
for review.  (Contact: Yolanda Sanchez, 2-3880, or Tu Nguyen, 2-3443) 
 
Triple Site: The RPs submitted another set of three residential mitigation plans to EPA for review and 
approval.  Additionally, the third round of neighborhood indoor air testing (winter sampling round) began on 
January 13.  The sampling appointments are being scheduled for new residences, as well as second-round 
winter testing for residences previously sampled in 2015.  This week, 121 residences (out of approx. 400) have 
been sampled. (Contact: Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz. x2-3242). 
 
South Gate (Protocol for Assessing Community Excellence in Environmental Health (PACE-EH)):  As 
part of the ongoing PACE-EH process in South Gate, a stakeholder group, the Community Environmental 
Health Assessment Team (CEHAT), was formed last year consisting of representatives from different facets of 
the community.  The purpose of the CHEAT is to self identify community health concerns and take action on 
their environmental health problems.  The CEHAT met on January 11th and determined that public safety is 
their top priority for action.  Although the main focus of the CEHAT has shifted from the NPL sites, EPA 
remains inovlved in the CEHAT, answering any questions related to the NPL sites, and sharing information 
with the community on a regular basis.  (Contact:  Karen Jurist, x2-3219, Heather Parker, x2-3112 or Romie 
Duarte, x2-1801). 
 
San Gabriel Valley (El Monte OU):  On January 6 and 7, John Lyons, Rich Hiett, Jim Collins, and Bella 
Dizon met with the El Monte OU East Side Participating Settling Defendants (ESPSDs), the El Monte OU West 
Side Participating Settling Defendant (WSPSD), WQA, DTSC, RWQCB, and City of El Monte.  EPA’s 
objective for the meeting is for the East Side and West Side PRPs to come together, discuss issues in the 
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implementation of their respective remedies, brainstorm, collaborate, and find a common ground to get to a near 
term plan for the El Monte OU to achieve the Record of Decision objectives.  Some of the issues discussed 
included: 1) presence of hexavalent chromium and 1,4-dioxane in the West Side OU that could have negative 
impacts on the East Side shallow and upper deep zone remedies; 2) lack of facility contaminant source removal; 
3) inactive production wells that could be potential conduits for vertical migration of contamination from the 
shallow zone to the deep zone in the East Side OU; 4) need for enhanced containment in the West Side OU. A 
follow-up meeting is scheduled in March.  (Contact: Bella Dizon  x2-3190). 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500.  The press release received media coverage in Hawaii. (Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team:(RRT):  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the Santa 
Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Executive Order 13650 on Improving Chemical Safety and 
Security and Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California.  We briefed the RRT on the Aliso Canyon incident 
and also discussed the changes to the Regional Contingency Plan on downstream notification procedures. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Pete Reich, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. 
(Lance Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill:  Chris Weden met with the Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), DTSC, North Coast 
RWQCB, AQMD, and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District to review the current status of the site and discuss 
future actions.  ERS plans to return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were 
profiled last week.  This should complete ERS site work, estimated date of completion mid March.   
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500 (Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting:  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California, etc. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. (Lance 
Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: On January 21, the Bayview EJ Justice Task Force invited EPA and the Navy 
to give a presentation on the following items: 1) the current status of cleanup at the Shipyard Site, 2) plans to 
leave some contamination in place, 3) measures to protect the Site and SF bay from sea level rise and storm 
surges associated with climate change, and 4) dust suppression and other pollution associated with remediation 
and construction work for the large scale development project.  Lily Lee will do the presentation.  Jackie Lane 
(Community Involvement Coordinator), John Chesnutt (Manager), and Michele Huitric (Press Officer) will also 
attend.  An NBC reporter has indicated interest in attending future public meetings regarding the Shipyard. 
(Contact: Jackie Lane, 2-3236, or Lily Lee, 7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area:  The second round of neighborhood indoor air testing (winter confirmation 
sampling round) will begin on January 20th. The sampling appointments are currently being scheduled for the 8 
residences sampled in April 2015. (Contact: Karen Jurist, x2-3219 or Heather Parker, x-2-3112).   
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Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV). On January 12,  OCR hosted a call with staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office regarding our proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL. 
Participants from the Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara 
Waggoner, Field Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. The 
Congressional staff appeared to have limited knowledge about the site prior to our call.  We offered to follow up 
with additional information as requested and to arrange site tours if desired. (Contact: Dave Seter, 2-3250; 
Dante Rodriguez, 2-3166; Eugenia Chow, 2-3160) 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

 
Enrique in office all week - week  of Jan. 18.  

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 5:08 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, 
Fatima;Benson, Craig

Subject: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-30-2015 final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Updates are in yellow. 
 
Note recent news regarding the CAA 114 request from ORC/Sylvia Quast: 
 
SoCal Gas’s lawyers just called us to let us know that they will not be able to provide us with all of the requested 
information by the end of the day tomorrow, but that they will provide us with as much as possible and will continue to 
provide us with the remainder as they receive it.  We emphasized to them the importance of getting the information as 
soon as possible, to which they responded by saying it was their highest priority. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility
30 December 2015

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.

R9 Internal Communications Summary: On December 30, multiple press inquiries were 
addressed in the R9 press office. Brent Maier coordinated calls with staff from the offices of 
Senator Feinstein and Representative Sherman. Superfund division staff communicated with 
counterparts from DOT PSHMA to discuss coordination and collaboration regarding the federal 
response to the incident.

As a reminder, the response to the R9 CAA 114 Information Request is due by COB tomorrow 
12/31/2015 a summary of which will be provided in future updates.

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):
Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Wednesday. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.

Well Management:
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 
flow rate.
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.

A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today.

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft. SoCal Gas has 
completed the "locate" phase of the drilling project. The next phase of relief well activity is the 



"follow" phase. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather 
influenced and is not expected for 2-3 months.
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule.
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for 
gas capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was 
considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either 
through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would 
need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform 
over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there 
were many feasible options for gas capture.
Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236
homes scheduled for installation to date. A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to 
AQMD this week. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection limits is 
expected to come on line the week of January 3.
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage remains high 
with some national news coverage as well. Newsweek is conducting on-site interviews.
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 December at 
6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing.

 Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch. SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home.

• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as 
well as weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 
residents are scheduled for whole house air purification systems.



Recent State/Local Agency Actions:
California Air Resouces Board

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility. The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 

Los Angeles Unified School District
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 1/11 in the space available.

SCAQMD
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board. This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:21 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Lindsay, Nancy;Moore, Letitia
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Letitia sent the 114 to the following folks  
 
DOT/PHMSA Attorney, Bryn Karaus, 
 
 
CPUC Enforcement Manager, Kenneth Bruno, Jack Mulligan.  
 
The IC calls at 9 PST do not include a role call so I do not know who has been participating. 
 
I will call the POC listed below to follow up. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 1:06 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Who from phmsa has been on daily calls?  Same as below - see chain.  
 
Who from phmsa received a copy of our response to Sherman? 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Date: December 30, 2015 at 12:47:02 PM PST 
To: "lynn.slepski@dot.gov" <lynn.slepski@dot.gov>, "Parrish, Cayce" 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: "nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov" <nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 

Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in 
the daily calls. Enrique Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on-

mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
mailto:Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov
mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
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scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this month and are continuing to 
examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  
From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce 
<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach 
out to EPA to determine if you are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane 
Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California Public Utilities 
Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  

Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety 
authority over the intrastate gas and hazardous liquid pipelines through 
Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum 
pipeline safety regulations; however, States may pass more stringent 
regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  

  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The 
call in number for the conference line is 1-866-462-0164, and the participant code is 
*1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be found here, but as 
you can see the last data set is December 17th.  
  
Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the 
Region 9 ECs. They have not received any requests for assistance from the State or 
locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency Coordinator for the 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not 
received had not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had 
been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask whether CDC had received any requests 
for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational awareness. He 
thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  

mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov
mailto:Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
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I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to 
you.  I also providing you with a PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with 
someone from that Administration. 
  

Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 

  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put 
together for my management. Should you have questions, please feel free to contact 
me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  
From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

• OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming 
storm 

o SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be 
delayed because of storm. 

o NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on 
website. 
  

• COMMS (Anne) 
o CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled 

for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
§ NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. 

Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and Porter 
Ranch Community Schools. 

o Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time 
frame—event began Oct 23) 

o 2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov
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o 3,660 pending relocation 
  

• ENV/Health (Jill) 
o Air monitoring continuing 
o Data uploaded yesterday 
o Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this 

morning 
o 3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  
• Q&A 

o LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on 
Thursday. To date only fire captain was invited—yes 
§ In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 

o LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air 
quality monitoring 

o LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and 
symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment area in the 
“Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted 
to get services, but have been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them 
connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident 
occurred. He spoke with the SOC and was told they were not involved. He also 
contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health effects, that 
they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon 
storage facility in the Santa Susana Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities 
in Southern California  

o Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7-inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to 
a natural gas deposit underground.  

o SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas 
distribution utility, providing service to 21.4 million consumers connected 
through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The company's 
service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout 
central and Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern 
California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra Energy (NYSE: SRE), a 
Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 
metric tons had been spewed by Nov 20th). 

o SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above 
the nearest homes in the Porter Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter 
Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not pose a health 
concern to residents in the area.” 

o Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter 
of the state’s total output of methane. 
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o Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals 
are generally not expected to lead to permanent or long-term health 
problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 
2016 (half-mile radius of the site , up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal 
saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes to the well 
workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that 
he believed the order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas 
leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. 
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  

o They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to 
local residents in the 91326 zip code to help with the odor problem. They 
are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) contractor to provide whole-house air purification by replacing the 
standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a specially designed activated 
carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its 
odorant from the air in customer homes. 

o They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources 
Board approved systems if homeowners want to purchase on their own. 

o They are also offering providing free, temporary housing 
accommodations, including locations that can accommodate residents 
with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for 
residents with pets, they have arranged pet-friendly locations. 

o They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution 
that it could take months to stop the seepage. 

o SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced 
engineering firms to develop innovative approaches to capturing the gas that is 
escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on-schedule, into the second of five operational 
phases and could be completed by late-February to late-March. Once 
completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into the 
bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well 

to stop the flow of gas remains available, and further attempts to do so could be 
conducted in the coming week. 

o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure 
pushing gas out through the leak. The company has prioritized the use of gas 
from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is withdrawing 
natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the 
Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 Rinaldi Street, to provide services and 
information to the community 

o LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but 
hundreds of residents have complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and 
other maladies.  

o The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul-smelling 
additive that makes odorless natural gas detectable. 

o ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-
declaration-gas-leak-35804863 said that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 
households in temporary accommodations and is working at moving another 
1,200 households. 

https://www.alisoupdates.com/main
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency
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o Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be 
used to stop the leak 

o On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking 
natural gas well above a neighbrhood that forced a utlity company to relocate 
thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 

o December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. 
Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the company's commitment to work with state 
officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's efforts to 
mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the 
leak at Aliso Canyon – even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is 
determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will be taken after the 
leak has been stopped. 

o Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events 
discussing potential long term health effects. News media is reporting public 
protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-
information/emergency-response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-
emissions/methane-emissions-map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon 
webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-
county-declares-state-of-emergency-over-porter-ranch-gas-leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  

http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane
http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102
http://sempra.com/
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.   
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  

28 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern 
California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in 
the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the 
abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal 
Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, 
Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic 
feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):  

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 55 degrees high on Monday.  Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
 
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;  

s to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
 

 
ing piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

 
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure 
piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds.  
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was 
installed. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not 
expected for 2-3 months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back 



from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up 
to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on 
the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head may have increased 
considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well head area and the 
bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing equipment to 
the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: 
capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, 
incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options 
for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either through incineration 
(not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would need permits for either of 
those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform over the well head upon 
which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there were many feasible options 
for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility. 
SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for 
installation to date. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit 
site 12/28/2015. Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they 
have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties 
have potential impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 961 requests are in 
process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 
900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 
 
Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are 
scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume 
was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 
kg methane per hour.



Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous 
materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA proposes to issue a 
Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los  17 to expedite the 
temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation 
will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. 

SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will 
require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and 
reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High 
School. During the hearing, members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing 
Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will 
assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris-Bishop 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
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Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter 
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 - Enacted - H.R. 1321: Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard.    
 
 
 

https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf
http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:16 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, 

David;Eoc, Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, 
Kelly;Zabel, Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, 
Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 15 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 15Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information highlighted yellow.  The next update will be distributed on Tuesday 19 January. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

mailto:johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
15 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
There will be no additional updates prepared until Tuesday 19 January. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  On 

was discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or county 
entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several 
participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County 
Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate the 
design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code standpoint. 
LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.  This could impact 
work occurring at SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today three of four 6# cement slurry bases have been laid, with the final scheduled for 16 Jan.  



The spud date (commencement of drilling operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 
Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments; additionally, the Region will have a formal review role of any Title V 
permit that is issued for the project. The proposed use of the gas capture system at the Well 25-
SS location poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues.  Kay Lawrence participated in 
an interagency meeting with SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns. Present at this 
meeting were representatives of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and 
DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They have also started sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 
requests are in process with an additional 529  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 1962 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1544 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 1280 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 



 
ffice: 

 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
CalOES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown has been invited to attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 

The public testimony portion of the 



hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Efforts to plug Porter Ranch-area gas leak worsened blowout risk, regulators say 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 

The World Is Hemorrhaging Methane, and Now We Can See Where 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-
flaring-map/ 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: HarryL Allen <Allen.HarryL@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 4:23 PM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;R9-SFD9@epamail.epa.gov;Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, 
Richard;Sherry Fielding

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  OSC Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), DTSC, 
North Coast RWQCB, AQMD, and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District.  ERS plans to return to the site in the 
coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were profiled last week.  This should complete ERS site work, 
estimated date of completion mid March (Weden 415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:  We continue to participate in daily calls with 
SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second letter to the top 
officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests that the parties 
work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January R9 led an 
incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of federal and state 
agencies on the RRT, and on 11 January we participated in an NRT incident specific call and solicited technical 
expertise from other agencies in the areas of gas capture and well-killing.  On 13 January EPA Lawrence met in 
LA with SoCalGas and agencies (including PHMSA) to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture 
project. Also on 13 January Sens. Boxer and Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT 
Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch requesting information about each agency's activities and 
authorities relating to the release. Gov. Brown's office has convened a meeting on 15 January Gov. Brown at 
Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives will speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited 
to participate. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500 (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting:  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 

mailto:<Allen.HarryL@epamail.epa.gov>
mailto:Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;R9-SFD9@epamail.epa.gov;Albizu
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Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California, etc. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. (Lance 
Richman, 2-3022) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training - Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
 
 
 
 
Miscellaneous Tech Support:  

 
1. Recycling:  Gill connected a member of the community (Lizzie Ayers) with Timonie Hood from 
RCRA, to assist with questions and information resources about recycling.  

2. Navajo Nation:  Gill worked with RPM Gaelle Glickfield to clarify an aerial photo request for the 
Cove Sites within the Navajo Nation.  
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3. TechHub:  Gill reviewed and provided comments to Greg Gervais on some “Guiding Principles” as 
part of the TechHub work, which is a compilation of resources by OSRTI to help Superfund staff be 
aware of internal technical resources.  

5. PFOA:  Gill shared a NY Times article about PFOA compounds with other workgroup members on 
the PFOA/PFOS issue paper under the Engineering Forum.  

Internal to Region 9  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
 
 
 
 
 



4

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op-Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new-
trash-control-policy-can-help-shrink-the-pacific-garbage-patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 

http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new
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by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long-running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 

http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight
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Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 11:15 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  OSC Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control, North Coast RWQCB, the local Air Pollution Control District and the 
Humboldt Bay Harbor District.  We will return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that 
were profiled last week.  This should complete the site work, estimated date of completion is mid March 
(Weden 415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern 
California Gas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second letter to the 
top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCal Gas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests that the 
parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January the 
Region convened an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT, and on 11 January the Region briefed the National Response Team NRT 
on the Aliso Canyon incident.  RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical expertise from 
other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas capture and well-
killing.  On 13 January EPA Lawrence met in LA with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies (including PHMSA) 
to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. Also on 13 January Senators. Boxer and 
Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch 

mailto:<Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
mailto:Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook
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requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the release. Gov. Brown's office 
has convened a meeting on 15 January at Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives will 
speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited to participate. Steven John from the LAFO will attend the 
meeting. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500.  The press release received media coverage in Hawaii. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting:  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Executive Order 13650 on Improving Chemical Safety and 
Security and Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California.  We briefed the RRT on the Aliso Canyon incident 
and also discussed the changes to the Regional Contingency Plan on downstream notification procedures. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Pete Reich, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. 
(Lance Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Chemical Safety Board Meeting, Torrance California:  On 13 January, Kay Lawrence attended the Chemical Safety Board meeting in 
Torrance California, at which the CSB delivered the interim results of their investigation of the Exxon Mobil refinery accident that 
occurred in February 2015. CalOSHA and CalEPA were also in attendance and presented information on the proposed California 
Process Safety Management and Refinery Planning regulations. The meeting attracted an audience of several hundred people.  
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training: Jeremy Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
 
Engineering Forum:  Gill participated in the monthly EF call (1/6).  Topics discussed included:  a tech talk on 
the latest EPA vapor intrusion guidance (by Rich Kapuscinski), announcement of a potential date for NARPM 
2016 (1st week of May) and a call for more ideas for future regional and vendor tech talks.  

Regional Science Council:  Gill participated in the monthl RSC meeting by phone (1/6).  Topics of interest 
included:  updates on 2017 RARE/RESES RFPs and the 2016 R2P2 program (4 proposals received in R9), and 
a discussion on how the RSC can contribute to the Regions top workplace/workforce priority - "Develop a 
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strategy to increase opportunities for promotions beyond GS-13 that do not require a move to management" - to 
encourage promotion of scientific expertise within the Agency  

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
Other Information 

Internal to Region 9  

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 8:45 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  OSC Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control, North Coast RWQCB, the local Air Pollution Control District and the 
Humboldt Bay Harbor District.  We will return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that 
were profiled last week.  This should complete the site work, estimated date of completion is mid March 
(Weden 415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern 
California Gas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second letter to the 
top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCal Gas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests that the 
parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late February 
bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January the 
Region convened an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT, and on 11 January the Region briefed the National Response Team NRT 
on the Aliso Canyon incident.  RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical expertise from 
other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas capture and well-
killing.  On 13 January EPA Lawrence met in LA with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies (including PHMSA) 
to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project. Also on 13 January Senators. Boxer and 
Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and Attorney General Lynch 

mailto:<Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
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requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the release. Gov. Brown's office 
has convened a meeting on 15 January at Porter Ranch at which senior state agency representatives will 
speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited to participate. Steven John from the LAFO will attend the 
meeting. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500.  The press release received media coverage in Hawaii. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting:  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Executive Order 13650 on Improving Chemical Safety and 
Security and Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California.  We briefed the RRT on the Aliso Canyon incident 
and also discussed the changes to the Regional Contingency Plan on downstream notification procedures. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Pete Reich, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. 
(Lance Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Ammonia Refrigeration Operator Training: Jeremy Johnstone will attend Ammonia Refrigeration Operator 
Training offered by the Garden City Ammonia Program in Bakersfield CA Feb 1-4. 
 
Engineering Forum:  Gill participated in the monthly EF call (1/6).  Topics discussed included:  a tech talk on 
the latest EPA vapor intrusion guidance (by Rich Kapuscinski), announcement of a potential date for NARPM 
2016 (1st week of May) and a call for more ideas for future regional and vendor tech talks.  

Regional Science Council:  Gill participated in the monthl RSC meeting by phone (1/6).  Topics of interest 
included:  updates on 2017 RARE/RESES RFPs and the 2016 R2P2 program (4 proposals received in R9), and 
a discussion on how the RSC can contribute to the Regions top workplace/workforce priority - "Develop a 
strategy to increase opportunities for promotions beyond GS-13 that do not require a move to management" - to 
encourage promotion of scientific expertise within the Agency  

30-60 Day Outlook  
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Other Information 

Internal to Region 9  

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 8:45 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary (Separated 12/31/15);Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, 
Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, 
Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 
12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William (Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 01/08/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA: OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site. Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site (Contact: Chris Weden, 2-3041).  
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump pumps 
(Contact:  Dan Shane, 2-3037). 
  
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity building. (Contact 
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Bill Jones at 619-235-4776). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility. We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On 5 January we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also on 5 January, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
February bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On 7 January 
EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for 11 January. (J. 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture - The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the settlement (J. Johnstone, 
x2-3499)  PENDING 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On 12 and 13 January, we will co chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on 14 January.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central Coast (Contact:  Donn 
Zuroski, 2-3035). 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training:  The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street. OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech. (Contact: Steve Calanog 2-3075).    
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Other Information 
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Retirement:  On 31 December Mary Wesling retired after a long and stellar career at EPA.  She will be missed. 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
CEPP/ORC meeting to review Sierra Chemical Company  response to Notice of Findings (NOF). Karen 
Henry and Robert Lucas are meeting with ORC (Tessa Berman) to review in detail the responses Sierra 
Chemical sent for the recent NOF. At first glance, the facility appears to dispute every finding that was 
observed by the EPA/CUPA inspectors. Inspector Henry is preparing draft penalty calculations for the potential 
violations. (Henry 2-3844) 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, December 22, 2015 12:03 PM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary;Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, 
Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, 
Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William 
(Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 12/25/2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Aliso Canyon Methane Leak:  On 22 December, the Southern California Gas Company began a 'top kill' 
operation, to attempt to shut off the flow of methane from the leaking well SS 25 in their Aliso Canyon Natural 
Gas Storage Facility.  Well SS 25 has blew out on 23 October.  The top kill attempt will pump approximately 
300 barrels of fluid, starting with a bentonite slurry, followed by diatomaceous earth and ending with a mixture 
of pecan and walnut shells.  The weather is favorable, with a light drizzle and low winds.  The main health and 
safety concern is fluid kick back and run off from the SS 25 well head.  We should know several hours after the 
operation begins whether this attempt has been successful. 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures Enforcement Action:  On December 15, 2015 we received a signed Consent 
Agreement/Final Order, resolving violations of Section 112(r) of the Clean Air Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 7412 (r) 
and 40 CFR Part 112. The CA/FO requires PGV to pay a civil penalty of $76,500 to resolve claims related to 
their operation of the geothermal power plant in Pahoa, Hawaii. These claims relate to PGV's failure to operate 
a safe facility and failure to adhere to the Chemical Accident Prevention provisions of the Risk Management 
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Program.  We plan to issue this civil administrative enforcement action early in 2016.   
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
Other Information 

Internal to Region 9  

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Daniel Meer <Meer.Daniel@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 8:55 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles;Shaffer, Caleb;CHENG, CHRISTINA;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, 

Dana;Tulis, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Minor, Dustin;Berg, Elizabeth;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, 
Fe;Grier, Tim;Irizarry, Gilberto;Ball, Harold;Allen, HarryL;Schumann, Jean;Deyoe, 
Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Moore, Kathi;Lawrence, Kathryn;Maldonado, 
Lewis;Henning, Loren;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, Peter;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;R9-ORC3@epamail.epa.gov;Cook, Anna-Marie;Proboszcz, Angie;Lee, 
Barbara;Robberson, Bill;Moxley, Bret;Temple, Celeste;Reiner, Chris;Weden, 
Christopher;Benson, Craig;Whitenack, Craig;Shane, Dan;Zuroski, Donn;Addison, 
Ed;Brown, Ivania (Separated);Witul, Janice;MUSANTE, JASON;Wong, Jeannie (Separated 
2/27/15);Johnstone, Jeremy;Jaros, John (Separated);Kennedy, John (Separated);Henry, 
Karen;Richman, Lance;Tan, Lida (Separated);Waldon, MARGARET;Samolis, Mark;Powell, 
Martin;Wesling, Mary;Ardito, Michael (Separated);Rogow, Michelle;Reich, Peter;Nattis, 
Randy;Martyn, Rich  (Separated 5/2/15);Lucas, Robert;Wise, Robert;Calanog, Steve;Alert, 
Tana;Dunkelman, Tom;Cain, Travis (Separated 12/31/14);Duncan, Will;Terrell, William 
(Separated);Albizu, Ramon;Hiett, Richard

Cc: Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch for the 

Week of 12/18/2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan:   We have completed our current scope of work for the two Mission Assignments 
for this federally declared disaster. Materials shipped off island include: 
9 – 40’ containers with a total of 733 transformer carcasses; 
2- ISO tanks with approximately 12,000 gallons of oil total; 
1 -  40’ container of white goods; and 
2 - 40’ containers of e-waste. 
There remains on island: 
1 - 20’ container with 6 drums of PCB oil, 27 drums of non PCB oil, 1 CYB of contaminated soils and 2 CYB 
of contaminated debris (visqueen liners from transformer collection and pro-clo); and 
1 -  40’ container of HHW. 
The two remaining containers await the lifting of an embargo on hazardous wastes at one of the subsequent 
Ports (Shanghai) along the shipper's (Matson) route. 
 
Yurok Pesticides, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is following up the Yurok Tribe and the Certified Unified 
Program Agency to remove some illegal, abandoned pesticides on tribal land. This site was referred by the 
Brownfields program.  (H. Allen, x 23063) 
 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We are preparing an Information Request Letter under authority 
of CAA §114 to the Southern California Gas Company, asking for information relating to the facility and the 
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uncontrolled methane release from an injection/withdrawal well at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage 
Facility.  SoCal Gas is drilling one relief well, preparing a drill site for another relief well and preparing for 
another 'well kill' attempt, possibly early next week. We are participating in the daily operational briefing calls 
with SoCal Gas and Sempra Utilities.  On 12/16, two OSCs participated in a site tour, along with 
representatives from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the Lawrence Berkeley and 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Sierra Chemical Company reply due:  Sierra Chemical received a Notice of Findings for more then 15+ 
potential violations from a RMP/EPCRA inspection. Their compliance response and schedule is due to EPA on 
Friday December 18, 2015. At that point, Inspector Henry and ORC (Tessa Berman) will begin the evaluation 
of substantial records and recommend a course of action for the potential enforcement case. After our 2015 
RMP/EPCRA inspection, the facility had another release of chlorine and the City of Stockton Fire Department 
responded, according to our CUPA partner (San Joaquin Valley).  No injuries were reported. The CUPA also 
stated a hazardous waste inspection was conducted and multiple violations were found.  John Schofield with 
EPA RCRA will be conducting a federal hazardous waste inspection at the facility soon.  (K. Henry x2-3844)   

Local Emergency Response Commission (LEPC) Meeting, Bakersfield, CA:  On December 10, Bill Jones 
made a presentation at the quarterly meeting of the California Region V LEPC.  The presentation focused on 
Executive Order 13650 – Chemical Safety and Security and tools to energize LEPCs. (Bill Jones, 619-235-
4776) 
 
Valley and Butte Wildfires:  Lance Richman, (R9-Superfund/ESF10), David Taylor and Marlon Mesquite 
(EPA’s Quality Assurance Office) completed review of the   “Assessment of Burn Debris – 2015 Wildfires, 
Lake and Calaveras Counties, California”, report prepared for Cal/EPA-DTSC.  ESF10 (EPA) was tasked to 
undertake this review by FEMA under Mission Assignment (4240DR-CA-EPA-01).  The report documented a 
sampling effort undertaken by the State that demonstrated burn debris and ash in residential areas contained 
contaminants whose concentrations exceed health based and groundwater protection criteria.  EPA concurred 
with the State that removal of this ash would be in the “public interest” as defined by FEMA and therefore the 
State can be reimbursed by the federal government for those costs.  (L. Richman, x23022) 
 
Response Support Corps Recruitment:  On 12/17 Steve Calanog and Dan Meer hosted a meeting to introduce 
the RSC to new employees and to recruit participants for intermediate ICS training to be delivered in January. 
We described the RSC role, and talked about different responses that occurred this year. We will see how much 
interest we have and then consider active recruitment of individuals. 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures - We received PGV's signature to the Consent Agreement/Final Order settling our 
administrative penalty action and agreeing to pay a penalty of $76,500.  The CA/FO is presently routing thru the 
concurrence chain and we hope that it will be entered before the end of the year.  We will issue a press release 
once the CA/FO has been entered and filed, but likely after the first of the New Year. (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Gibson Wine Co. - We expect the Department of Justice to file a civil judicial complaint against Gibson Wine 
Co.  Gibson had a release of anhydrous ammonia in Sept. 2014 that caused a fatality. Region 9 referred the 
matter to DOJ for judicial action under the CAA's General Duty Clause.  DOJ has determined that Gibson has 
not been negotiating in good faith and will file the complaint to commence litigation.  (J. Johnstone, x23499) 
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Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
Vapor Intrusion Work Group:  On 12/10 Gill participated in the monthly Vapor Intrusion Core Group 
meeting.  Topics of discussion included: finalizing the Vapor Intrusion Sampling Guidelines document (goal is 
deliver to RPMs by early January), completion of the criteria list for continuous monitoring systems for vendors 
(goal is end of Dec), and the challenges associated with installation of mitigation systems in low crawl spaces. 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Miscellaneous Tech Support:  

 
1.  Lead Exposure:  To help him understand potential lead exposure at a national park, Gill connected 
National Park Service staffer Jeremy Stoltzfus with R9 toxicologist Sophia Serda.  

2.  Western Navajo Nation:  Gill reviewed and provided some comments to TSC Director Felicia 
Barnett on a summary of the recently submitted tech support request on statistical analysis for the 
Western Navajo Nation site (uranium mines).  This may be submitted up the ORD chain.  

3.  MEW Site:  Gill hosted a call (12/8) to discuss possible tech support to assist with the development 
of a focused feasibility study that will revisit remedial alternatives for a number of areas at the MEW 
ground water site.  All 3 TSC directors were present on the call, due to the breadth of potential remedial 
alternatives.  The RPM and Gill will continue to focus this request before submitting an official request.  

4.  IMM Pilot:  Gill met with RPM Lily Tavassoli (12/8) in an effort to see if the Iron Mt. Mine may be 
a good site to connect a technology vendor (Steven Cardona) for testing his metals filtration 
technology.  A draft letter was written to explain the complicated EPA / PRP / site operator relationship, 
but that it may be a good site on which to perform a pilot study.  The intent is to connect Mr. Cardona 
with the site operator, but explain various potential pitfalls.  

5.   SBIR:  In response to a request from ORD's April Richards, Gill began efforts to provide an SBIR 
grantee with ground water samples to allow testing of their treatment technology.  

6.  Western Navajo Nation:  Gill led a tech support call (12/10) between RPM Zizi Searles and ORD 
tech support (Felicia Barnett and Anita Singh) to start assisting with statistics support for the Western 
Navajo Nation (Cameron Area) uranium mine sites.  In the short term, Anita is on track to review a 
document and attend a site meeting on Jan 6/7.  
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7.  Western Navajo Nation:  Gill led an aerial photo support call (12/11) between RPM Zizi Searles 
and OEI's Craig Seaver to scope out a request for historical aerial photos and analysis of some of them at 
the Western Navajo Nation to help determine future remediation priorities.  (M. Gill x 23054)  

Internal to Region 9  

 
 
 
Internal to Division 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:14 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/08/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Rockets, Fireworks, and Flares (RFF):  One of the graduates of EPA's RFF Job Training Initiative is 
expected to be employed by RC Foster and Sons, the prime construction contractor for the RFF OU01 remedial 
action.  The graduate is being enrolled in the Associated General Contractors (AGC) apprenticeship program, 
which should  make him eligible to work with other contractors that make use of the AGC program and to work 
his way up to journeyman wages and status over time.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Autumnwood Development (Wildomar, CA):  EPA completed an evaluation of environmental issues and 
prior investigation work by the State at the Autumnwood development in Wildomar, CA and sent a letter 
describing our findings and conclusions to Director Barbara Lee of DTSC.  We plan to meet with Penny 
Newman of the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice and some of the Autumnwood 
residents in coming weeks to discuss our findings.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site.  Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site.  (Contact:  Chris Weden, x2-3041) 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump 
pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On January 5, we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also, on January 5, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
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February bottom-kill operation.  This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response.  On January 
7, EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for January 
11.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Abandoned Uranium Mines, Cameron, AZ:  We met with representatives of El Paso Natural Gas and the 
Navajo Nation EPA regarding El Paso's workplan to investigate 19 abandoned uranium mines in the Cameron, 
Arizona area (near Flagstaff) on the Navajo Reservation.  We are planning to oversee fieldwork at these mines 
in the summer, 2016.  (Contact:  Zizi Searles, x2-3178) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  EPA issued a conditional approval for the RPs' proposed residential mitigation 
plans for three buildings in the Offsite Operable Unit (Duane/San Miguel Avenue neighborhood).  The plans 
propose the installation of active crawlspace venting systems in the affected buildings.  The project team is 
preparing cover letters & translations of the materials in Spanish and Chinese and will send shortly to the 
property owners.  The RPs will finalize and re-submit the plans to EPA for final review and approval following 
discussions with the property owners and tenants.  The project team is also preparing a series of letters to 
upstairs tenants in affected buildings, notifying the residents of the ground-floor sampling results and mitigation 
plans, and offering upstairs sampling after mitigation activities are complete.  These letters will be hand-
delivered via another door-to-door outreach event later this month or in early February.  (Contact:  Melanie 
Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord:  Last week EPA staff issued notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) that it has invoked Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
Federal Facility Agreement and in response to the Army’s December 2 submittal of a Draft Final - Military 
Munitions Response Program - Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI).  The basis for EPA’s IDR 
invocation is that the MMRP-RI does not adequately address a number of EPA general comments and concerns 
that were previously provided (on an April 2015 draft version) and, more concerning, the report has been 
modified through the deletion of critical information that was not requested by EPA or the State, or which are 
not consistent with the April 2015 Draft version of the MMRP-RI.  The two striking examples of the unsolicited 
modifications to the MMRP-RI include; (1) the deletion of critical information on a newly identified exposure 
pathway and threat to human health and the environment from the redistribution of munitions from the Port 
Chicago Water Explosion Area by mechanical dredging to multiple terrestrial and open water dredge disposal 
areas in the region, and (2) the deletion of critical technical information on the investigation and identification 
of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden boxcars from the Port Chicago Explosion (an aspect of the Port 
Chicago Explosion which has been a focus of EPA).  Prior to IDR discussion(s) with the Army anticipated in 
January, EPA staff and management will coordinate internally and with the State.  (Contact: Phillip Ramsey, 
x2-3006) 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity 
building.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture:  The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the 
settlement.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)  PENDING 
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Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On January 12 and 13, we will co-chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on January 14.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central 
Coast.  (Contact:  Donn Zuroski, x2-3035) 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training:  The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street.  OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech.  (Contact:  Steve Calanog, x2-3075) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  R9 OCR reached out to Jason Reiderer, Legislative Director for 
Congressman Amodei in follow up to his request to set up a briefing for their office on Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding a proposed listing of the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine to the National Priorities List (NPL).  R9 OCR is exploring some days and times for 
next week as Congressman Amodei would like to join this briefing. R9 OCR has alerted RA Blumenfeld of the 
Congressman’s interest in participating in the call.  R9 OCR has also confirmed that Kyle Lykins, Senior 
Legislative Assistant and Sarah Waggoner, Community Affairs Liaison in the North Las Vegas District Office 
of Congressman Cresent Hardy will participate in a conference call on January 12 at 2:00pm to brief them on 
the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine.  The Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site is located within 
Congressman Crescent Hardy’s Congressional District.  (Contacts:  Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 
2-3166; and Eugenia Chow at 2-3160) 
 
Northeast Church Rock Mine, Navajo Nation:  We responded to an inquiry from Senator Heinrich, 
forwarding a list of questions from the Red Water Pond Road Community Association, a community living 
adjacent to the Northeast Church Rock on the Navajo Nation.  In addition, we continued field construction for 
four homes to provide alternative housing to sixteen members of the Red Water Pond Road Community during 
the anticipated multi-year cleanup activities at the NECR mine site.  (Contact:  Sara Jacobs, x2-3564) 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the Superfund Managers Retreat on January 11 



10

at the SF Warehouse. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Allen, HarryL
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:16 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, 
Fatima;Benson, Craig

Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 29 December 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Updates in bold/ital/underline 

 
 

PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
29 December 2015  
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern California 
Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in the northern San 
Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for 
storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of approximately 
30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live approximately 1 mile away and 
1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, Well SS 25, 
is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, 
one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Tues. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure piping. 
Post well killclean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds. 
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Operations unchanged since 12/28 
  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was installed. 
The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the condition of 
the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back from the bore hole and is in 
the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the 
bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater 
around the well head may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the 
well head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing 
equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for gas capture at the 
well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, incineration or treatment 
through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now 
they are just considering destruction, either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD 
pointed out that they would need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to 
construct a platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like 
there were many feasible options for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility. SoCal 
Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for installation to 
date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to AQMD this week.  
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource Center(CRC) 
which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit site 12/28/2015. Local 
Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they have 15 
companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties have potential 
impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in Porter 
Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests are in process, 1035 newly 
assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 900 residents have declined 
relocation and 139 have checked out and gonehome. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as weather 
stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are scheduled for whole 
house air purification systems. 

  

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of greenhouse gas 
emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume was reported as 1.6 
MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 kg methane per hour. 
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Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
  
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous materials, 
and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA proposes to issue a Notice of Violation 
in the coming week.   
  
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite the temporary 
relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation will be in effect for 
the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will require 
SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts 
of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, 
members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the 
facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Dec 28, 2015, at 4:38 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

New information is shaded yellow.   
  
  
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
  
  
  

<Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf> 

mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lindsay, Nancy
Sent: Sunday, January 10, 2016 7:43 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From the Shane's  reports, I do not get the sense that there is an impending release.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 6:36 PM, Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> wrote: 

Sorry. I just got back from a movie.  
 
My staff haven't raised any alerts on the cracks.   I will check tomorrow if that's ok with you.  I don't 
know if these are new cracks.  
 
Here's the more complete weekly entry from last week which is a bit more informative.  
 

Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of 
the Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed 
assessment using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was 
observed above the dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to 
engage the sump pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 

  

 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 4:10 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Can you help me answer this.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Adm13McCarthy, Gina" <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
Date: January 10, 2016 at 3:00:34 PM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Meiburg, Stan" <Meiburg.Stan@epa.gov>, "Fritz, Matthew" 
<Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Rupp, Mark" <Rupp.Mark@epa.gov>, 
"Purchia, Liz" <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>, "Distefano, Nichole" 

mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:Meiburg.Stan@epa.gov
mailto:Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov
mailto:Rupp.Mark@epa.gov
mailto:Purchia.Liz@epa.gov
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<DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Pieh, Luseni" <Pieh.Luseni@epa.gov>, 
"Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Strauss, Alexis" 
<Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender 

Jared do you have a sense of the potential risk and or impacts 
associated with the diagonal cracks found in the arch buttress of the 
Argonaut Mine tailings dam?  Just want to make sure we keep in step 
with the Corp on this.   
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 5:58 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: Gov. Brown declared a 
state of emergency in Porter Ranch, the residential 
community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  Cong. 
Sherman sent a second letter Jan. 5 to EPA, PHMSA, 
FERC, SoCalGas, CADiv. of Oil and Gas (DOGGR), So. 
Coast AQMD and the CA PUC, requesting the parties 
work together to stop the leak sooner. We participate in 
daily calls with SoCalGas, state and local agencies, led 
an incident-specific Regional response Team call Jan. 7, 
and plan for a similar National Response Team call Jan. 
11.  On Thursday, SoCalGas agreed to the terms of a So. 
Coast AQMD order which will be adopted at their board 
hearing Saturday morning, near the site.  The order calls 
for increased capture and incineration of natural gas 
(via carbon adsorbers and thermal oxidizers), funding a 
health study on the potential impacts to the 
community, stepped-up air monitoring, and 
continuous monitoring of the leak with an infrared 
camera.  The company will improve its leak detection, 
reporting and inspection practices, will withdraw the 
maximum amount of gas from the storage facility as 
quickly as possible, and provide records to So. Coast 
AQMD, including the 1,600 odor complaints it has 
received, the amount of gas it has injected and 
withdrawn from the facility. I had a call this morning 
with Senator Boxer and briefed Nichole on the 
outcomes.  
  
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of 
Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, given winter weather. 
Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch 
buttresses.  
  
Hawaii SRF: Hawaii DOH informed us they have met our 
interim targets in their Drinking Water SRF corrective 
action plan ahead of the Jan. 28 deadline. We withheld 
most of their FY15 capitalization grant; once we confirm 

mailto:DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov
mailto:Pieh.Luseni@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
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DOH has met the targets, we will award the remaining 
FY15 grant funds.  
  
Carbon Sequestration/Healthy Soils: next Wednesday, 
January 13, I’ll tour the TomKat Ranch in Pescadero, CA 
to learn about its focus on sustainable land use, carbon 
sequestration, water management, and soil health. 
  
Army Corps Meeting: next Friday, January 15, I’ll meet 
in Los Angeles with the Army Corps of Engineers’ Los 
Angeles District Commander, Col. Kirk Gibbs, to discuss 
Rosemont Mine. 
  
Anaconda Mine, NV: We’ll brief Congressman Amodei 
on the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site and our 
recent letter to Gov. Sandoval regarding our NPL listing 
proposal. We plan to brief Congressman Hardy’s office 
on January 12 (the site is in his district).  
  
Hawaii: the week of January 19, I will be in Hawaii to 
meet with the new NAVFAC Pacific Commander re Red 
Hill and Hawaii DOH’s Deputy Director, then visit 
Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination 
and marine debris. 
  
  
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415-947-8702 
  



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 

https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety
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House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
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WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
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Social Media:                          
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:36 PM
To: Machol, Ben
Subject: FW: EPA Query

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

FYI – this is now above my head. 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:31 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sorry for more emails – the GHG Equivalency Calculator translates GHG reductions (not emissions) into equivalencies so 
the reporter would need to frame it that way.  This is really most important when it comes to the electricity-related 
equivalencies so she would be better off using tree or car-equivalencies 
 
For example, if something is leaking ten million short tons and she wants to frame how big that number is, one could 
enter those numbers into the calculator under the “if you have emissions” tab of the calculator (make sure they select 
short or whatever the right metric is in the drop down – I used short tons for this example) and then use the calculator 
to say that ten million tons of CH4 is equivalent to the carbon stored by 185 million acres of US forest in a year or the 
GHG emissions released by 47 million passenger vehicles in a year.   
 
Hopefully that helps! I need to run out now but you can reach me by cell once I get out of my parking garage.   
 
Denise 
571-329-3393 
 
 
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise 
<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her.  
 

mailto:<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>;
mailto:<StClair.Christie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>;
mailto:<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov>
mailto:<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
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From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202-564-2880 
m: 202-768-5780 
 
From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 

mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov


3

Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok - Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks- 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks - Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie - Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
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Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  
From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 
  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916-322-8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909-396-3233 Mobile: 909-720-7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 

mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:katie.reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx
mailto:dclegern@arb.ca.gov
mailto:tcox@aqmd.gov
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category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 

https://twitter.com/EPAregion9
https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nazmi, Niloufar
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:22 PM
To: Machol, Ben
Subject: FW: EPA Query

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Can we share the numbers you crunched with HQ. The reporter will do her own but is there a particular site/calculator you 
used? Internally, we can also said what you found? 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:18 PM 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her.  
 
From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 

mailto:<StClair.Christie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>;
mailto:<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>;
mailto:<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov>
mailto:<Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
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I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202-564-2880 
m: 202-768-5780 
 
From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok - Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks- 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 

mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
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To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks - Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie - Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  
From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 
  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 

mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:katie.reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
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Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916-322-8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909-396-3233 Mobile: 909-720-7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 

http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx
mailto:dclegern@arb.ca.gov
mailto:tcox@aqmd.gov
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Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 

https://twitter.com/EPAregion9
https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris-Bishop 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
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Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter 
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 - Enacted - H.R. 1321: Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
 



16

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard.    
 
 
 

https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf
http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op-Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new-
trash-control-policy-can-help-shrink-the-pacific-garbage-patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 

http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new
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by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long-running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 

http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight
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Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Machol, Ben
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 2:49 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

I talked with Denise; we’re on the same page about how the calculator can be used. And I talked the ARB numbers 
through with Kelly; we are on the same page about how they can be plugged into the calculator. All is good.  
 
Ben Machol, P.E. 
Manager, Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-9) 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
machol.ben@epa.gov 
(415) 972-3770 
 
From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:36 PM 
To: Machol, Ben <Machol.Ben@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Query 
 
FYI – this is now above my head. 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:31 PM 
To: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sorry for more emails – the GHG Equivalency Calculator translates GHG reductions (not emissions) into equivalencies so 
the reporter would need to frame it that way.  This is really most important when it comes to the electricity-related 
equivalencies so she would be better off using tree or car-equivalencies 
 
For example, if something is leaking ten million short tons and she wants to frame how big that number is, one could 
enter those numbers into the calculator under the “if you have emissions” tab of the calculator (make sure they select 
short or whatever the right metric is in the drop down – I used short tons for this example) and then use the calculator 
to say that ten million tons of CH4 is equivalent to the carbon stored by 185 million acres of US forest in a year or the 
GHG emissions released by 47 million passenger vehicles in a year.   
 

mailto:machol.ben@epa.gov
mailto:<Machol.Ben@epa.gov>
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
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Hopefully that helps! I need to run out now but you can reach me by cell once I get out of my parking garage.   
 
Denise 
571-329-3393 
 
 
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:18 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise 
<Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her.  
 
From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202-564-2880 
m: 202-768-5780 

mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
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From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok - Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks- 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 

mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
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Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks - Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie - Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  
Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  
From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 
  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916-322-8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:katie.reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx
mailto:dclegern@arb.ca.gov
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SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909-396-3233 Mobile: 909-720-7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 
community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Machol, Ben
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:29 PM
To: Nazmi, Niloufar
Subject: RE: EPA Query

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

That sounds fine. I started with ARB methane numbers and converted them to GHG equivalents using the EPA calculator. 
Seems fine to share. Of course, once the utility starts burning the methane (and  converting it to c02, the ghg intensity 
will drop significantly 
 
Ben Machol, P.E. 
Manager, Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-9) 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
machol.ben@epa.gov 
(415) 972-3770 
 
From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:22 PM 
To: Machol, Ben <Machol.Ben@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EPA Query 
 
Can we share the numbers you crunched with HQ. The reporter will do her own but is there a particular site/calculator you 
used? Internally, we can also said what you found? 
 
 
Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:18 PM 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
I wouldn’t mind seeing them, but I think the reporter should do her own calculation instead of us providing one for her.  
 
From: Nazmi, Niloufar  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:17 PM 
To: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
We crunched some numbers which we did NOT use publicly, I think using the same calculator. Would that be helpful? 
 

mailto:machol.ben@epa.gov
mailto:<Machol.Ben@epa.gov>
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
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Niloufar 
_________________________________ 
Niloufar Nazmi  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
Desk: 415.972.3684 | Mobile: 415.328.1143|  
 
From: StClair, Christie  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:15 PM 
To: Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel 
<DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Sounds like it is very time sensitive – she’s asking to talk with someone today. 
 
I’m calling her now but think a background chat is all she needs. Any chance that’s possible today? (sorry … I gotta ask) 
 
 
 
Christie St. Clair 
Office of Public Affairs 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 
o: 202-564-2880 
m: 202-768-5780 
 
From: Mulholland, Denise  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:13 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
 
Hi all.  
 
I’m happy to help.  
 
I need to head out of the office right now but can help by email tonight or this weekend (not sure of how time sensitive 
this is). Otherwise, I can jump on it first thing Monday morning.   
 
Let me know what you are looking to do. 
 
Thanks, 
Denise   
 
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:10 PM 
To: DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 

mailto:Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
mailto:DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov
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Cc: Drinkard, Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Mulholland, Denise <Mulholland.Denise@epa.gov>; StClair, Christie 
<StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 
 
Ok - Can the HQ team take the lead with her on this? I'm not sure how to navigate the calculator.  
Thanks- 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 1:03 PM, "DeLuca, Isabel" <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> wrote: 

+ Denise Mulholland – she is the best contact on the equivalencies calculator. 
  
From: Drinkard, Andrea  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:55 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison 
<Davis.Alison@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov>; DeLuca, Isabel <DeLuca.Isabel@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA Query 
  
Adding Isabel.  
  
From: Zito, Kelly  
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 3:53 PM 
To: Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Davis, Alison <Davis.Alison@epa.gov>; Drinkard, 
Andrea <Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov> 
Cc: StClair, Christie <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: EPA Query 
  
Hi folks - Any guidance on this? I'm not sure how to work with the calculator... 
Kelly 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Reilly, Katie - Time U.S. <Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com>" 
<Katie.Reilly@timeinc.com> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:31:15 PM PST 
To: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Query 

Hi Kelly,  
  
Thank you. I understand the best contact for leak emissions is the CARB, but I’m using 
the EPA’s greenhouse gas equivalencies calculator, and I have questions about how it 
works and how to relay the results it gives. I want to confirm I’m understanding its units 
correctly before I include it in a story or a graphic. 
  

mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
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mailto:Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov
mailto:Davis.Alison@epa.gov
mailto:Drinkard.Andrea@epa.gov
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Is there anyone at the EPA who could speak with me briefly about that? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Katie 
  
From: "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, January 8, 2016 at 3:05 PM 
To: Time Inc <katie.reilly@timeinc.com> 
Cc: "StClair, Christie" <StClair.Christie@epa.gov> 
Subject: EPA Query 
  
Hi Katie – Thanks for reaching out to EPA on the natural gas leak at Southern California 
Gas Co.’s Aliso Canyon Storage facility. 
  
Since California agencies are leading the response, the best contacts for emissions/leak 
estimates, monitoring, equivalents, characterizations, etc. are the California Air 
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
Their contacts are below, in addition to a section on emissions pulled from the California 
Office of Emergency Services webpage, which is the central clearinghouse for 
information on the incident. 
( http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx ) 
   
CARB contact: 
  
David Clegern 
916-322-8286 
dclegern@arb.ca.gov 

SCAQMD contact: 

Tina Cox 
Senior Public Information Specialist 
Office: 909-396-3233 Mobile: 909-720-7063  
tcox@aqmd.gov 

Measuring Methane Emissions 

<image001.png>The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is monitoring total 
methane emissions — a powerful greenhouse gas — over the duration of the leak 
using measurements from the ground, airplanes and satellites. The air board has also 
directed SoCalGas to provide its data on the volumes of gas within the storage field 
in order to refine its estimates on total emissions. Natural Gas is composed primarily 
of methane (approximately 80%), which is a potent greenhouse gas. Methane is in a 
category of greenhouse gases known as short-lived climate pollutants. These types of 
gases remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of time than longer-lived 
climate pollutants, such as carbon dioxide (CO2); but when measured in terms of 
how they heat the atmosphere, their impacts can be tens, hundreds, or even thousands 
of times greater than that of carbon dioxide. In order to quantify the methane release 
rate from the Aliso Canyon gas leak, state agencies in collaboration with the research 

mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:katie.reilly@timeinc.com
mailto:StClair.Christie@epa.gov
http://www.caloes.ca.gov/ICESite/Pages/Aliso-Canyon.aspx
mailto:dclegern@arb.ca.gov
mailto:tcox@aqmd.gov
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community, are collecting measurements at the well site near the ground, from 
towers, airplanes and satellites. 

Aliso Canyon Air Sample Results 

A complete calculation of the total methane emitted from the gas leak based on a full 
set of data and an assessment of any changes in methane release rate over the 
duration of the leak will take several months to complete. A preliminary estimate of 
the methane release rate is available here.  To view the page on Community Methane 
Monitoring in Aliso Canyon, click here. 

  
  
_____________________________________ 
Kelly Zito 
Director of Public Affairs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 9 
San Francisco, CA 
Office: 415.947.4306 
Mobile: 415.760.9171 
  
Web: EPA in the Pacific Southwest 
Twitter  https://twitter.com/EPAregion9 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/EPAregion9 
  
  
  
  

<image001.png> 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Machol, Ben
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 1:12 PM
To: Davidson, Ken;Donez, Francisco;GILLEN, CARA;Martynowicz, Trina;McDaniel, 

Penelope;MIKULIN, JOHN;Saracino, Ray;Chan, Janice
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon: SCAQMD order

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

More on the natural gas leak.  Looks like there will be attempts to capture and burn the gas. 
 
Ben Machol, P.E. 
Manager, Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne St. (AIR-9) 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
machol.ben@epa.gov 
(415) 972-3770 
 
From: Lakin, Matt  

From: Manzanilla, Enrique  

From: Blumenfeld, Jared  
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov> 

I can put a shorter version of this in your weekend note to Gina and Matt.  I summarized this 
from a long LA Times release which includes the new admin order: 
  
Southern California Gas Co. has stipulated to an 11-page South Coast AQMD administrative 
order covering plans to capture and incinerate some of the natural gas from its leaking well 
.  Next week, SoCalGas will deploy equipment to burn off methane and the foul-smelling sulfur-
like additives (used for leak detection, and the likely cause of the headaches, nausea, nosebleeds 
and other symptoms that residents are reporting). The gas company plans to use carbon adsorbers 
and thermal oxidizers to capture and burn some of the gas being released using an 
enclosed flame that is not visible, considered a partial solution (as they cannot capture all leaking 
gas).  The company will take precautions to avoid igniting flammable methane gas at the site, 
and plans to collect gas at the leaking well and pipe it to incineration equipment at a distance 
from the leak. 

Using an infrared camera, South Coast AQMD inspectors found 15 of the 16 wells they assessed 
to be leaking from their valves, fittings and flanges. The leaks were considered “relatively 
minor,” and below levels that would violate the agency’s air quality regulations.  There are 115 
such wells on site.  The company later repaired those leaks. 

The order requires the company to fund a health study on the potential impacts to the 
community, to pay for stepped-up air monitoring at the facility and in Porter Ranch, and to 

mailto:machol.ben@epa.gov
mailto:Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov
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continuously monitor the leak with an infrared camera.  The gas company would have to 
improve its leak detection, reporting and inspection practices, to withdraw the maximum amount 
of gas from the storage facility “in a contained and safe manner” as quickly as possible, and 
provide records to air quality regulators, including over 1,600 odor complaints it has received, 
the amount of gas it has injected and withdrawn from the facility (which can hold 86 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas). 

The order must be approved by the air district’s five-member board at a hearing Saturday 
morning at Granada Hills High School, where it will hear from air district attorneys and take 
public testimony. 



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:41 AM
To: Maier, Brent; Keener, Bill
Subject: Fwd: Letter
Attachments: 1.13.16 Letter to DOT, EPA, DOJ FINAL.PDF; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:39:17 AM PST 
To: "Distefano, Nichole" <DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Letter 

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Albritton, Jason (EPW)" <Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov> 
Date: January 13, 2016 at 8:32:41 AM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Poirier, Bettina (EPW)" <Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov> 
Subject: Letter 

Jared, 
 
FYI...attached is the letter on Aliso Canyon that Sen. Boxer and Sen. Feinstein 
sent to DOT, EPA, and DOJ today. 
 
Jason 
 

mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
mailto:Jason_Albritton@epw.senate.gov
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:Bettina_Poirier@epw.senate.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 

https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety
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House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
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WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
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Social Media:                          
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Sandra Farber <Farber.Sandra@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 1:41 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/01/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Tronox NAUM Cove Transfer Station:  On December 15, Randy Nattis and Chip Poalinelli mobilized with 
EPA’s ERT team to evaluate slope erosion at the Cove Transfer Station located within the Navajo Nation Cove 
Chapter community.  The transfer station is the site of a previous removal action and site restoration.  During 
the site visit, the team evaluated the current site conditions, topography, vegetative cover, soil characteristics, 
and general drainage patterns, etc.  Future work at transfer station will include a slope stabilization design from 
ERT (Feburary 2016) and stabilization/repair of the area in early Spring 2016.  Contact Randy Nattis at 2-3053 
or Chip Poalinelli at 2-3390. 
 
Cooper Drum (South Gate, CA:  This week, the Department of Justice lodged the Cooper Drum Consent 
Decree in the District Court for the Central District of California. The $22 million settlement requires an 
estimated $15 million to remediate contaminated soil and groundwater and $7 million to reimburse EPA for its 
past cleanup actions at the site. A group of 40 parties agreed to conduct the cleanup work.  Contact Karen Jurist 
at 2-3219. 
 
Montrose/Del Amo Vapor Intrusion Torrance CA: This week, EPA is mailing out residential results letters 
for 107 units (both tenants and owners) as part of the Vapor Intrusion Phase I Indoor Air Investigation. Based 
on sampling results, approximately 20 units will need to be resampled, which we we do in early 2016.  As part 
of community involvement activities, copies of the template letters will be sent to community advisors and 
SKEO, the technical support contractor for the community.  Previously, outreach efforts included at least two 
calls and one in-person visit to every household to verbally communicate the results. Currently, we are 
reviewing the Draft Data Quality Objectives for VI Phase II, which includes soil gas, and we should be ready 
for Phase II sampling by early spring of 2016.  Contact Yarissa Martinez at 213 244-1806. 
 
New Idria Mercury Mine San Benito County, CA:  On December 8, 2016, EPA issued an order to Buckhorn, 
Inc. to implement maintenance activities valued at approximately $200,000 at the mine in advance of the 
expected El Niño winter rains. Work began December 13 and was completed on December 20.  EPA is 
currently in negotiations with Buckhorn, Inc. to finalize an administrative order under which it will perform a 
remedial investigation and feasibility study at the mine.  Contact Kelly Manheimer at 2-3290. 
 
Anaconda Yerington Mine Site (NV): Two community stakeholder groups in Yerington have responded to the 

mailto:<Farber.Sandra@epamail.epa.gov>
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letter sent by Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval on December 22 
expressing EPA's intent to propose adding the site to the NPL. Community member Peggy Pauly, on behalf of 
the Yerington Community Action Group (YCAG), expressed support for NPL listing. Jim Sanford, community 
member and city council member, expressed opposition to NPL listing on behalf of the Mason Valley 
Environmental Committee (MVEC). The Associated Press picked up the story. The San Francisco Chronicle 
picked up the story and quoted Senator Reid as supporting NPL listing. EPA requested a response from the 
Governor Sandoval, and hopefully concurrence with NPL listing, by January 29. EPA Superfund staff will 
continue to coordinate with their counterparts at NDEP and with the Yerington community on any questions 
that may arise surrounding NPL listing.  Contacts are Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 2-3166; and 
Eugenia Chow at 2-3160. 
 
Moffett NASA Ames:  In a letter dated December 22 from NASA Ames to the Navy, NASA confirmed that it 
is taking over the O&M of the historic Hangar structure from the Navy, including the responsibility to maintain 
the coating which encapsulates the contamination on the structural steel, as soon as EPA and the State 
incorporate it into the Federal Facility Agreement between NASA, EPA, and the State.  This is something that 
makes sense to EPA, especially since NASA owns the Hangar and has leased it to Planetary Ventures (PV), a 
subsidiary of Google, to renovate and occupy the structure.  PV has already submitted a pilot test work plan to 
the agencies in which it will explore ways to permanently remove the coating and contaminants prior to re-
siding the building.  EPA is also considering entering into an enforceable agreement with PV to oversee this 
work.  Contact J. Chesnutt at 2-3005. 
 
SoCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak:  Program staff continue to 
participate in daily operations calls regarding this on-going incident.  Ongoing remedial actions include: • 
Drilling 2 relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7. Project completion is expected to take 
up to two months.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Review of engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure piping. 
On 22 December, the Southern California Gas Company initiated a 'top kill' operation, to attempt to shut off the 
flow of methane from the leaking well SS 25 in their Aliso Canyon. The effort was unsuccessful and was the 
seventh well kill attempt since the SS 25 began leaking on 23 October.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they have 15 companies assisting with 
this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties have potential impacts. SoCal Gas has 
received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in Porter Ranch and has placed 2258 citizens in 
temporary housing.  In addition, 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are scheduled for 
whole house air purification systems. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 
pm.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite the temporary 
relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation will be in effect for 
the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is expect to resume 1/11.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of greenhouse gas 
emissions around the well site. The current, very rough, estimate of the cumulative leak volume was reported as 
1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 kg methane per 
hour.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

Significant Items for Next Week  
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Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA will lead a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal 
OES, Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Contact Bill Jones at 619-235-4776. 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - Tri-Chair Meeting:  EPA, OSHA and DHS, the 
EO 13650 Tri-chairs, will meet in Oakland on January 6 to discuss FY16 implementation plans including 
outreach and training, data exchange, and inspection collaboration and referral.  Contact Bill Jones at 619-235-
4776. 
 
. 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
Enrique will be in the office next week. 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Nancy Lindsay <Lindsay.Nancy@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:48 AM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/01/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Tronox NAUM Cove Transfer Station:  On December 15, Randy Nattis and Chip Poalinelli mobilized with 
EPA’s ERT team to evaluate slope erosion at the Cove Transfer Station located within the Navajo Nation Cove 
Chapter community.  The transfer station is the site of a previous removal action and site restoration.  During 
the site visit, the team evaluated the current site conditions, topography, vegetative cover, soil characteristics, 
and general drainage patterns, etc.  Future work at transfer station will include a slope stabilization design from 
ERT (Feburary 2016) and stabilization/repair of the area in early Spring 2016.  Contact Randy Nattis at 2-3053 
or Chip Poalinelli at 2-3390. 
 
Cooper Drum (South Gate, CA:  This week, the Department of Justice lodged the Cooper Drum Consent 
Decree in the District Court for the Central District of California. The $22 million settlement requires an 
estimated $15 million to remediate contaminated soil and groundwater and $7 million to reimburse EPA for its 
past cleanup actions at the site. A group of 40 parties agreed to conduct the cleanup work.  Contact Karen Jurist 
at 2-3219. 
 
Montrose/Del Amo Vapor Intrusion Torrance CA: This week, EPA is mailing out residential results letters 
for 107 units (both tenants and owners) as part of the Vapor Intrusion Phase I Indoor Air Investigation. Based 
on sampling results, approximately 20 units will need to be resampled, which we we do in early 2016.  As part 
of community involvement activities, copies of the template letters will be sent to community advisors and 
SKEO, the technical support contractor for the community.  Previously, outreach efforts included at least two 
calls and one in-person visit to every household to verbally communicate the results. Currently, we are 
reviewing the Draft Data Quality Objectives for VI Phase II, which includes soil gas, and we should be ready 
for Phase II sampling by early spring of 2016.  Contact Yarissa Martinez at 213 244-1806. 
 
New Idria Mercury Mine San Benito County, CA:  On December 8, 2016, EPA issued an order to Buckhorn, 
Inc. to implement maintenance activities valued at approximately $200,000 at the mine in advance of the 
expected El Niño winter rains. Work began December 13 and was completed on December 20.  EPA is 
currently in negotiations with Buckhorn, Inc. to finalize an administrative order under which it will perform a 
remedial investigation and feasibility study at the mine.  Contact Kelly Manheimer at 2-3290. 
 
Anaconda Yerington Mine Site (NV): Two community stakeholder groups in Yerington have responded to the 

mailto:<Lindsay.Nancy@epamail.epa.gov>
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letter sent by Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval on December 22 
expressing EPA's intent to propose adding the site to the NPL. Community member Peggy Pauly, on behalf of 
the Yerington Community Action Group (YCAG), expressed support for NPL listing. Jim Sanford, community 
member and city council member, expressed opposition to NPL listing on behalf of the Mason Valley 
Environmental Committee (MVEC). The Associated Press picked up the story. The San Francisco Chronicle 
picked up the story and quoted Senator Reid as supporting NPL listing. EPA requested a response from the 
Governor Sandoval, and hopefully concurrence with NPL listing, by January 29. EPA Superfund staff will 
continue to coordinate with their counterparts at NDEP and with the Yerington community on any questions 
that may arise surrounding NPL listing.  Contacts are Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 2-3166; and 
Eugenia Chow at 2-3160. 
 
Moffett NASA Ames:  In a letter dated December 22 from NASA Ames to the Navy, NASA confirmed that it 
is taking over the O&M of the historic Hangar structure from the Navy, including the responsibility to maintain 
the coating which encapsulates the contamination on the structural steel, as soon as EPA and the State 
incorporate it into the Federal Facility Agreement between NASA, EPA, and the State.  This is something that 
makes sense to EPA, especially since NASA owns the Hangar and has leased it to Planetary Ventures (PV), a 
subsidiary of Google, to renovate and occupy the structure.  PV has already submitted a pilot test work plan to 
the agencies in which it will explore ways to permanently remove the coating and contaminants prior to re-
siding the building.  EPA is also considering entering into an enforceable agreement with PV to oversee this 
work.  Contact J. Chesnutt at 2-3005. 
 
SoCAL Gas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility Methane Leak:  Program staff continue to 
participate in daily operations calls regarding this on-going incident.  Ongoing remedial actions include: • 
Drilling 2 relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7. Project completion is expected to take 
up to two months.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Review of engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure piping. 
On 22 December, the Southern California Gas Company initiated a 'top kill' operation, to attempt to shut off the 
flow of methane from the leaking well SS 25 in their Aliso Canyon. The effort was unsuccessful and was the 
seventh well kill attempt since the SS 25 began leaking on 23 October.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they have 15 companies assisting with 
this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties have potential impacts. SoCal Gas has 
received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in Porter Ranch and has placed 2258 citizens in 
temporary housing.  In addition, 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are scheduled for 
whole house air purification systems. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 
pm.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite the temporary 
relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation will be in effect for 
the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is expect to resume 1/11.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of greenhouse gas 
emissions around the well site. The current, very rough, estimate of the cumulative leak volume was reported as 
1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 kg methane per 
hour.  Contact Dan Meer at 2-3132.  

Significant Items for Next Week  
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Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA will lead a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal 
OES, Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Contact Bill Jones at 619-235-4776. 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - Tri-Chair Meeting:  EPA, OSHA and DHS, the 
EO 13650 Tri-chairs, will meet in Oakland on January 6 to discuss FY16 implementation plans including 
outreach and training, data exchange, and inspection collaboration and referral.  Contact Bill Jones at 619-235-
4776. 
 
. 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
Enrique will be in the office next week. 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

Subject: Internal Aliso Canyon All Hands
Location: R9SF-Room-19320-22-Yurok

Start: Thu 1/14/2016 2:00 PM
End: Thu 1/14/2016 3:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Not yet responded

Organizer: Meer, Daniel
Required Attendees: Johnstone, Jeremy; Lawrence, Kathryn; enrique manzanilla 

(Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov); Johnson, Kathleen; Miller, Amy; Maier, Brent; Zito, Kelly; 
Keener, Bill; Minor, Dustin; Quast, Sylvia; Adams, Elizabeth; Lakin, Matt; Kao, Jessica; 
Basinger, David; Chew, Andrew; Moore, Letitia

Optional Attendees: Jackson, Clarice; Rios, Gerardo; Albright, David; Robin, George

Hello Everyone,  
 
Please note: 
 
Call In # :  (866) 299-3188 
Conf. Code:  4159722020 
 
Thank you! 

mailto:(Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov);


 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak 

Inter-Divisional Update 
14 January 2016 
Agenda (Draft) 

 
 
 

Objective – Situational awareness and coordination of related R9 activities 
 
 

1. SoCalGas Operations – Meer 
a. Well 25-SS 
b. Relief Well 1 
c. Relief Well 2 
d. Gas Capture System 

 
2. External Communications 

a. SFD 
b. Air 
c. Enforcement 
d. ORC 

 
3. Controlled Correspondence – OPA, ORC (Moore) 

a. Rep. Sherman 5 Jan letter 
b. House Committee on Energy and Commerce 6 Jan letter 
c. Sens. Boxer/Feinstein 13 Jan letter 
d. FOIAs (3?) 

 
4. Upcoming / Other 

a. Fri 15 Jan community meeting 
b. Status of agency position re authorities/jurisdictions  
c. Agency activities/posture – response vs. enforcement 
d. CAA 114 Information Request & SocalGas Response 
e. Other 

 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 

See the link at the end of this paper on a Boston University professor’s findings of elevated 
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 

 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 

mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 

January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 

Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 

8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 

the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 

Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 

Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 

Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture 

system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 

County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 

standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 
 

Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 

ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 

● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 

● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 

● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 

feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 

now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  

 
Gas Capture Options: 

 

SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 

exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 

additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments. 
 

An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 

SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 

and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 

changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 

instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 

 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 

requests are in process with an additional 481 “pending resolution”. 
 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 

VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 

facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 

 
California Air Resources Board 

 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 

December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 

Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 

 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 

hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 

which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 

 

Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me- in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-

massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 

Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer- feinstein-call-for-federal-

assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-

angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas-leak
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los-angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:03 PM
To: Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnstone, Jeremy;Quast, Sylvia;Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; 

Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA 
Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Pat/Carolyn –  
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s staff including 
Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles office. The media has been 
reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more accurately be characterized that we have sent an 
information request to SoCal Gas under Section 114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking 
into whether there may be any other jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I 
have yet to hear where that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their 
responses to our Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some additional time to 
submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am copying my colleagues in our 
Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on 
this reply to make them aware of this new Sen. Feinstein inquiry.  
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter from 
Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

mailto:<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
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U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov]  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at Southern California 
Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties 
available under the law if the utility is found to be negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of 
exposure to mercaptans or other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from the Risk Management 
Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
 

mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov
mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov
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BRAD SHE1tMAN
	

Px: (202) 225-5911 
UN[TEI} "3TA'I'ES CONGRESS

	
FAx:(202)225•5879 

December 10, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the 
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso 
Canyon. I ask that the Environrnental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the Ieak, and 
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak's repair. 

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a Ieaking well has been sickening residents of 
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizzinesstZ 
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of 
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the "neurological, gastrointestinal, and 
respiratory syrnptoms that may result from the inhalation." More than 2,800 residents have 
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen, 
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months. 

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of 
California's daily methane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of globaI 
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into 
the air. 

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the 
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped. 

I arn aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk 
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to 
"issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment," 
controls the determination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be 
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary." 

1 Mendoza,lavier. "Natural gas leak that's sickening Valley residents could take months to fix." Los Angeles Tlmes. 
November 20, 2015. 
Z Favot, Sarah. "Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. " Los Angeles Daily 
News, December 2, 2015.

RECYC.E6 f'arER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to: 
1. Comrnence an investigation, 
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and 
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement alI such steps. 

Sincerely,

I 

Brad Sherman 
Member of Congress 

CC: 
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources 
California Public Utilities Commission 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM
To: Meer, Daniel
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry Regarding 

EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dan -  
 
I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director which is included below. As 
you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation".  
 
Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the letter. I discussed this follow 
up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach out to 
you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to see 
whether you could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in addition to 
the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate in teleconference briefing updates, 
but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the release.  
 
I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our call with their office, the 
only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are 
currently monitoring the situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
 
Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their office? If so, can you 
please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane 
flight at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren <Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<John.Alford@mail.house.gov>;
mailto:<Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov>
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Hi Brent,  
 
I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email.  
 
My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation.  
 
But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you told John and I that the 
epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or was it something else?  
 
Thanks for your guidance.  
 
I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
>  
> John – 
>  
> I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA 
response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
>  
> Regards, 
>  
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
>  
> From: Higuchi, Dean 
> Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
> To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)  
> <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
> (scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
> Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso  
> Canyon 
>  
> Dear Colleagues, 
>  
> Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
>  
> Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , 
Brent will be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
>  
> Thank you, 
>  
> Dean Higuchi 

mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:(lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)
mailto:<lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>;
mailto:(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov)
mailto:<scott.abrams@mail.house.gov>
mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov>
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> Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9,  
> Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
> 808-541-2711 
>  
> <Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 

mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov>
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Manzanilla, Enrique;Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Allen, HarryL;Keener, 

Bill;Kao, Jessica;Blumenfeld, Jared;Mogharabi, Nahal;LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN;Rongone, 
Marie;Johnson, Kathleen;Miller, Amy;Jones, Joel E.;Salazar, Matt;Minor, Dustin;Moore, 
Letitia;Berg, Elizabeth;Zabel, Allan;Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy;Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn;Eades, Cassaundra;Mims, 
Kathy;Higuchi, Dean;Nazmi, Niloufar;Berg, Elizabeth;Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
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letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225-5911 
 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Leslie Owyang-Chin <Owyang-Chin.Leslie@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 4:09 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
FY16 Brownfields Grant applications: The regional Brownfields program received 23 proposals from 16 
applicants requesting $6.9M in funding for Brownfields assessment and cleanup grants through a national 
request for proposals.  The 16 applications are mostly local units of government, except for 2 applications from 
CNMI and Guam.  Nationally 223 proposals will be funded with $54.5M available.  The review process has 
commenced, which will entail reviewing the 505 applications received nationwide.  The final decisions are 
expected in late May – early June 2016.  (Contact: Noemi Emeric-Ford, 4-1821).   
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine:  On January 11, Greg Nagel, Peter Husby (Lab staff), and Gary Riley visited 
the site  to install remote monitoring and sampling equipment at the flooded mine impoundment.  The real-time 
water level monitoring - available by web link - will allow EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers to see signs 
of rising water and a potential overflow through the mine's spillway. The R9 Lab also installed automatic 
sampling equipment that will collect samples of water if flow begins. Region 9 is working with local 
stakeholders and the Army Corps to finalize a sampling and response plan to monitor water quality in Clear 
Lake in case of an overflow. (Contact: Gary Riley x2-3003).  
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  Chris Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), the 
DTSC, North Coast RWQCB, the local Air Pollution Control District and the Humboldt Bay Harbor 
District.  We will return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were profiled last 
week.  This should complete the site work, estimated date of completion is mid March (Contact:  Chris Weden 
415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:   We continued to participate in daily calls with 
Southern California Gas, state and local agencies.  On  January 5,  Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCal Gas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
February bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On January 7, 
the Region convened an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a 
subset of federal and state agencies on the RRT, and on  January 11,  the Region briefed the National Response 
Team NRT on the Aliso Canyon incident.  RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical 

mailto:<Owyang-Chin.Leslie@epamail.epa.gov>


2

expertise from other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas 
capture and well-killing.  On  January 13,  Kay Lawrence met with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies 
(including PHMSA) to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project.  On  January 
13,  Senators. Boxer and Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and 
Attorney General Lynch requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the 
release. Gov. Brown's office has convened a meeting on January 15  at Porter Ranch at which senior state 
agency representatives will speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited to participate. Steven John from 
the LAFO will attend the meeting. (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Chemical Safety Board meeting at Torrance City Hall:  On January 13, Kay Lawrence attended the 
Chemical Safety Board meeting in Torrance California, at which the CSB delivered the interim results of their 
investigation of the Exxon Mobil refinery accident that occurred in February 2015.  CalOSHA and Cal EPA 
were also in attendance and presented information on the proposed California Process Safety Management and 
Refinery Planning regulations.  The meeting attracted an audience of several hundred people. (Contact:  Kay 
Lawrence, x2-3039)  
 
710 Corridor, Los Angeles County:  We will access letters for the final two sites of the eight in the corridor 
were sent on January 15, and sampling will take place February 15 - 26th.  At the conclusion of this sampling, 
we be begin to build the 3-D Conceptual Model of this portion of the basin in preparation for both NPL site 
prioritization and assessing the area overall for groundwater contamination.  (Contact: Matthew Mitguard, x2-
3096) 
 
Montrose Ecology Control Industries (ECI) property:  Tu Nguyen and Yolanda Sanchez traveled to Los 
Angeles to attend the  Regional Planning Commission hearing on  January 6th.  The Commission is determining 
a conditional land use permit for the Ecology Control Industries, Inc. (ECI) property.  The determination has 
been delayed by EPA activities for the recently excavated DDT-contaminated soil stockpiles on the ECI 
property.  Tu and Yolanda also spoke with one resident who has raised concerns about a cracked house 
foundation, possibly due to ECI excavation activities.  This week, Tu and Yolanda completed a draft fact sheet 
on the DDT-contaminated soil stockpiles at the ECI property; it is being routed through management and OCR 
for review.  (Contact: Yolanda Sanchez, 2-3880, or Tu Nguyen, 2-3443) 
 
Triple Site: The RPs submitted another set of three residential mitigation plans to EPA for review and 
approval.  Additionally, the third round of neighborhood indoor air testing (winter sampling round) began on 
January 13.  The sampling appointments are being scheduled for new residences, as well as second-round 
winter testing for residences previously sampled in 2015.  This week, 121 residences (out of approx. 400) have 
been sampled. (Contact: Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz. x2-3242). 
 
South Gate (Protocol for Assessing Community Excellence in Environmental Health (PACE-EH)):  As 
part of the ongoing PACE-EH process in South Gate, a stakeholder group, the Community Environmental 
Health Assessment Team (CEHAT), was formed last year consisting of representatives from different facets of 
the community.  The purpose of the CHEAT is to self identify community health concerns and take action on 
their environmental health problems.  The CEHAT met on January 11th and determined that public safety is 
their top priority for action.  Although the main focus of the CEHAT has shifted from the NPL sites, EPA 
remains inovlved in the CEHAT, answering any questions related to the NPL sites, and sharing information 
with the community on a regular basis.  (Contact:  Karen Jurist, x2-3219, Heather Parker, x2-3112 or Romie 
Duarte, x2-1801). 
 
San Gabriel Valley (El Monte OU):  On January 6 and 7, John Lyons, Rich Hiett, Jim Collins, and Bella 
Dizon met with the El Monte OU East Side Participating Settling Defendants (ESPSDs), the El Monte OU West 
Side Participating Settling Defendant (WSPSD), WQA, DTSC, RWQCB, and City of El Monte.  EPA’s 
objective for the meeting is for the East Side and West Side PRPs to come together, discuss issues in the 
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implementation of their respective remedies, brainstorm, collaborate, and find a common ground to get to a near 
term plan for the El Monte OU to achieve the Record of Decision objectives.  Some of the issues discussed 
included: 1) presence of hexavalent chromium and 1,4-dioxane in the West Side OU that could have negative 
impacts on the East Side shallow and upper deep zone remedies; 2) lack of facility contaminant source removal; 
3) inactive production wells that could be potential conduits for vertical migration of contamination from the 
shallow zone to the deep zone in the East Side OU; 4) need for enhanced containment in the West Side OU. A 
follow-up meeting is scheduled in March.  (Contact: Bella Dizon  x2-3190). 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500.  The press release received media coverage in Hawaii. (Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team:(RRT):  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the Santa 
Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Executive Order 13650 on Improving Chemical Safety and 
Security and Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California.  We briefed the RRT on the Aliso Canyon incident 
and also discussed the changes to the Regional Contingency Plan on downstream notification procedures. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Pete Reich, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. 
(Lance Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill:  Chris Weden met with the Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), DTSC, North Coast 
RWQCB, AQMD, and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District to review the current status of the site and discuss 
future actions.  ERS plans to return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were 
profiled last week.  This should complete ERS site work, estimated date of completion mid March.   
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500 (Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting:  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California, etc. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. (Lance 
Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: On January 21, the Bayview EJ Justice Task Force invited EPA and the Navy 
to give a presentation on the following items: 1) the current status of cleanup at the Shipyard Site, 2) plans to 
leave some contamination in place, 3) measures to protect the Site and SF bay from sea level rise and storm 
surges associated with climate change, and 4) dust suppression and other pollution associated with remediation 
and construction work for the large scale development project.  Lily Lee will do the presentation.  Jackie Lane 
(Community Involvement Coordinator), John Chesnutt (Manager), and Michele Huitric (Press Officer) will also 
attend.  An NBC reporter has indicated interest in attending future public meetings regarding the Shipyard. 
(Contact: Jackie Lane, 2-3236, or Lily Lee, 7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area:  The second round of neighborhood indoor air testing (winter confirmation 
sampling round) will begin on January 20th. The sampling appointments are currently being scheduled for the 8 
residences sampled in April 2015. (Contact: Karen Jurist, x2-3219 or Heather Parker, x-2-3112).   
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Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV). On January 12,  OCR hosted a call with staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office regarding our proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL. 
Participants from the Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara 
Waggoner, Field Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. The 
Congressional staff appeared to have limited knowledge about the site prior to our call.  We offered to follow up 
with additional information as requested and to arrange site tours if desired. (Contact: Dave Seter, 2-3250; 
Dante Rodriguez, 2-3166; Eugenia Chow, 2-3160) 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

 
Enrique in office all week - week  of Jan. 18.  

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:47 AM
To: Maier, Brent
Subject: Re: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry 

Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

What is Sylvia's number? 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Dec 30, 2015, at 11:05 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
>  
> I now know that Dan is out on leave until next week. Would you have any details to share regarding my message to 
Dan Meer? In addition, I will be doing a follow up call with the Congressman's Legislative Director after lunch and 
wanted to see whether you might like to join Sylvia Quast and myself on the call with the Congressman's Legislative 
Director, Lauren Wolman. I left you a voicemail on this request as well.  
>  
> I am working flexiplace and can be reached at 415.760.9170.  
>  
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
>  
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Maier, Brent 
> Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM 
> To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
> Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow  
> Up Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter  
> on Aliso Canyon 
> Importance: High 
>  
> Dan - 
>  
> I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director which is included below. 
As you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation".  
>  

mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>
mailto:<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>
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> Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the letter. I discussed this 
follow up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach 
out to you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to 
see whether you could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in 
addition to the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate in teleconference 
briefing updates, but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the 
release.  
>  
> I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our call with their office, 
the only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are 
currently monitoring the situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
>  
> Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their office? If so, can you 
please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane 
flight at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks.  
>  
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
>  
> -----Original Message----- 
> From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
> Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
> To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
> Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren  
> <Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
> Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso  
> Canyon 
>  
> Hi Brent, 
>  
> I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email.  
>  
> My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation.  
>  
> But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you told John and I that the 
epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or was it something else?  
>  
> Thanks for your guidance.  
>  
> I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959.  
>  
> Thank you.  
>  
> Sent from my iPhone 
>  
>> On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
>>  

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<John.Alford@mail.house.gov>;
mailto:<Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov>
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
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>> John – 
>>  
>> I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA 
response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
>>  
>> Regards, 
>>  
>> Brent Maier 
>> Congressional Liaison 
>> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
>> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
>> San Francisco, CA 94105 
>> Ph: 415.947.4256 
>>  
>> From: Higuchi, Dean 
>> Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
>> To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)  
>> <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
>> (scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
>> Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso  
>> Canyon 
>>  
>> Dear Colleagues, 
>>  
>> Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
>>  
>> Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , 
Brent will be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
>>  
>> Thank you, 
>>  
>> Dean Higuchi 
>> Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9,  
>> Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
>> 808-541-2711 
>>  
>> <Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 
> <EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf> 

mailto:(lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)
mailto:<lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>;
mailto:(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov)
mailto:<scott.abrams@mail.house.gov>
mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov>
mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov>
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 7, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
New York Times: Graphics Editor Rebecca Kai is seeking data on leak rates and cumulative totals for the Southern 
California Gas leak at the Aliso Canyon facility. Sent her contact info for CARB and SCAQMD and link to the Cal OES 
website, which is clearinghouse for state information on the incident. CLOSED. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
The Guardian: Reporter Suzanne Goldenberg is seeking information about the Southern California Gas leak at the Aliso 
Canyon facility, including background on any interplay between methane and ozone and and data about ozone 
attainment areas across the state. Working with Air Div. and HQ on developing responses. Also sent her information on 
state agencies/contacts. AIR. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Sierra Magazine: Fact checker Katherine Schuknecht verifying SCR use in Arizona, coordinated with Air division, referred 
her to plants in AZ as agency is technology neutral: CLOSED (v) Air 
 
Los Angeles News Group: Reporter Stephanie Baer requested data reports on all lakes in California that were tested for 
cyanotoxins in 2015, as well as background information on the “2015 Cyanotoxins for California Lakes Waters” project. 
Reporter also requested a tour of the Region 9 lab, to find out more about how samples are tested. WATER. OPEN. (v) 
Contact: Michele Huitric  
 
Reuters: Correspondent Sarah McBride had follow up questions and needed assistance with our TRI Explorer. Sent her 
HQ contact to help walk her through the database. CLOSED. ENF. (v.) Soledad Calvino. 
 
KCSN News Radio: Reporter Diana Jimenez interviewed Karen Jurist and Rich Hiett regarding the Cooper Drum 
settlement.  CLOSED. (V) Superfund. Rusty Harris-Bishop 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media: 
Climate Change – Posted to our Facebook page a video of Gina McCarthy at the Council on Foreign Relations, discussing 
the Paris Climate Change conference.   
 
Web Updates: 
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Aliso Canyon – Posted a page in our Media Center with a brief statement on the SoCalGas natural gas leak at Aliso 
Canyon and links to CA OES’s website and EPA correspondence on the matter. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25). Staffer Brandon Eden asked for a call so that EPA Region R9 can explain to the 
Congressman EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  Will set up call, likely for 
this Friday, and Jared and Sylvia may take the call. Bill Keener 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 2:30 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 31, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera: Writer Peter Moskowitz is seeking EPA response on community members’ contention that more federal 
oversight is needed for facilities such as the Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility. Sent him information request letter 
and Congressman Sherman letter. (v) OPEN. Sfund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com (Reddit): Staff writer Gabrielle Canon inquired about what information Southern California Gas has shared 
with EPA as of Dec. 31 in response to agency information request on the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Communicated 
that since the deadline is Dec. 31, EPA would not know what information SoCal Gas has shared until the end of the day. 
(v) CLOSED. SFund/ORC. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Year in Review – Posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our 2015 enforcement results.  
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): As a follow up to our call yesterday with the Congressman’s staff, we committed to 
update his staff on the status of SoCal Gas’s response to U.S. EPA’s 114 information request. Brent Maier let them know 
that SoCal Gas’s lawyers called our Regional Counsel’s office late yesterday to let us know that they will not be able to 
provide us with all of the requested information by the end of the day today, but that they will provide us with as much 
as possible and will continue to provide us with the remainder as they receive it. We committed to keep his staff 
updated if we do not receive at least a partial response by the end of the day. 
 
Legislation Update:  
December 28, 2015 - Enacted - H.R. 1321: Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015. Last Action: This bill was enacted after 
being signed by the President on December 28, 2015. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Keener, Bill
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM
To: Glenn, William;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele

Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
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Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard.    
 
 
 

https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf
http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 2:17 PM
To: Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Mogharabi, Nahal
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Maier, Brent
Subject: RE: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

On 12/10 Rep. Sherman sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy (attached).  As far as I know it has not yet been 
controlled to the Region for response.  That said, I think that it is accurate to state that Region 9 has started to 
investigate the matter.  I don’t think that we would want to share specifics at this time but there have been 
communications with other regulatory agencies although none yet with SoCalGas. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 
From: Harris-Bishop, Rusty  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 1:56 PM 
To: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Cc: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE 
 
Hey Jeremy, have we made a decision about this site?  Can you respond to me and Nahal?  I'm in Southern 
California and want to make sure Nahal can get back to the reporter by deadline.  
 
Rusty  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Mogharabi, Nahal" <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Date: December 14, 2015 at 1:50:54 PM PST 
To: "Harris-Bishop, Rusty" <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE 

Can you ask Jeremey about this. I know we were asked to step in, but I’m not sure what has come from 
it.  
  

mailto:johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>
mailto:<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>
mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV
mailto:Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov
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From: Peschiutta, Claudia N [mailto:claudia.peschiutta@cbsradio.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2015 12:13 PM 
To: Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV> 
Subject: KNX News inquiry - ON DEADLINE 
  
Dear Nahal,  
  
Last week, Brad Sherman called on the EPA to launch an investigation into the Porter Ranch gas leak. 
Has the EPA made a decision on this? 
  
Thank you - 
  
Claudia Peschiutta 
Reporter 
CBS Radio Los Angeles 
5670 Wilshire Blvd. #200 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
(323) 228-8230 
@reporterclaudia 

mailto:claudia.peschiutta@cbsradio.com
mailto:MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV


BRAD SHER1w’q PH: (202) 225-5911
UNITED STATES CONGRESS FAX: (202) 225-5879

December 10, 2015

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I am writing to request that the Environmental Protection Agency immediately investigate the
unresolved gas leak at the Southern California Gas Co. natural gas storage facility in Aliso
Canyon. I ask that the Environmental Protection Agency investigate the cause of the leak, and
propose action to mitigate the threat to public health, and expedite the leak’s repair.

For over six weeks, noxious gas emanating from a leaking well has been sickening residents of
the Porter Ranch neighborhood of Los Angeles, causing headaches, nose bleeds and dizziness’2.
A preliminary Environmental Health Assessment by the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health has confirmed the health threat, noting the “neurological, gastrointestinal, and
respiratory symptoms that may result from the inhalation.” More than 2,800 residents have
inquired about relocation and over 1,200 have already relocated. The situation will only worsen,
as Southern California Gas Co. estimates that the leak could continue for months.

The California Air Resources Board estimates that the leak is responsible for nearly 25% of
California’s daily meihane emissions; as you know, methane is an important cause of global
climate change. I am also concerned about reports of radon gas and benzene being released into
the air.

An immediate investigation has become necessary due to the prolonged period of the leak, the
apparent health impacts, and the lack of certainty over when the leak can be stopped.

I am aware that 40 CFR § 68.3 excludes storage facilities from regulation under the Risk
Management Program. However, we believe that 42 U.S. Code § 7603, which allows the EPA to
“issue such orders as may be necessary to protect public health or welfare or the environment,”
controls the detemiination here. A statutory provision inherently trumps any regulation. To be
even clearer, the statue explicitly states, “Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
Administrator... may... take such other action as may be necessary.”

Mendoza, Javier, “Natural gas leak that’s sickening Valley residents could take months to fix.” Los Angeles Times.
November20, 2015.
2 Favot, Sarah. “Health officials: Porter Ranch gas leak may cause long-term health effects. “Los Angeles Daily
News. December 2, 2015,

RECYCLED PAPER



Accordingly, it seems clear that you have the statutory authority to:
1. Commence an investigation,
2. Determine all necessary steps to protect the environment and public health, and
3. Require Southern California Gas Co. to implement all such steps.

Sincerely.

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

CC:
Department of Oil, Gas & Geothermal Resources
California Public Utilities Commission
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Los Angeles City Councilman Mitchell Englander
Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Glenn, William
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Zito, Kelly;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 13, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
LA Daily News:  Ran Op-Ed on Trash Policy from Jared in today’s paper and online. 
         Cleaning up the Pacific Garbage Patch:   http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new-
trash-control-policy-can-help-shrink-the-pacific-garbage-patch. WATER. CLOSED. (v). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
The following press release was issued today: U.S. EPA Approves California’s New Trash Control Policy. WATER. CLOSED. 
Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Children’s Health – At the request of headquarters, shared a post to our Facebook page about our commitment to 
children’s health and linked to our editorial in the National Institute of Health’s Environmental Health Perspectives 
newsletter, Renewing the Federal Commitment to Advance Children's Health.    
  
Web Updates: 
California Air Actions – Posted a link to the Federal Register notice for the South Coast Reclassification as Serious 
Nonattainment for 2006 PM2.5 to the News and Events page. 
 
9online Updates: 
Transit Subsidy FAQs – Posted an updated version of the Transit Subsidy FAQ. 
Building Project – Added the latest progress report / photos to the Construction page in the Building Project site. 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Sen. Barbara Boxer and Sen. Dianne Feinstein: A letter sent to DOT Secretary Anthony Fox, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy, and DOJ Attorney General Loretta Lynch regarding the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility uncontrolled 
leak was shared with RA Blumenfeld by Senate Environment and Public Works Committee staffer Jason Albritton. The 
letter requests that EPA, DOT, and provide the Senators with the following information: 1) An update on actions taken 

http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160113/how-californias-new
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by each of your agencies to date, including any direction or advice you are providing to State agencies and Southern 
California Gas Company on the response; 2) A description of how state agencies have exercised any delegated Federal 
authorities in relation to this natural gas leak and a description of your oversight of the use of these Federal authorities; 
3) A legal analysis of any Federal authorities that could apply to this incident and storage fields in general and how your 
agencies have exercised these authorities to date; and 4) A technical analysis of whether Southern California Gas 
Company could more quickly reduce the gas stored in the facility to mitigate the uncontrolled leak of natural gas. A copy 
of the letter is available upon request. This letter has been controlled to Region IX, however, OCIR is working directly 
with the Senators offices’ and whether a written response is needed is still under discussion.  
 
OCIR Request for One-Pager on Aliso Canyon: Brent Maier shared a one-pager per OCIR’s request on Aliso Canyon 
prepared by our Office of Regional Counsel and Superfund Division for the Administrator’s briefing book for an 
upcoming hearing before the House Agricultural Committee.  
 
Rep. Mark Amodei (R-NV-3): Brent Maier reached out to Jason Riederer earlier today who is the Legislative Director for 
Congressman Mark Amodei regarding their interest in setting up a briefing with the Congressman on Anaconda Copper 
Mine Site. Jason responded and shared with us a list of 11 specific questions that he would like answered before a 
briefing is scheduled. They would like to schedule a call or in-person briefing before January 27th if possible. Brent will be 
working with the Congressman’s scheduler, Rachel Provost, to schedule a day/time that will work.  
 
Rep. Steve Knight (R-CA-25): The Congressman wrote an opinion column in today’s LA Daily News regarding his efforts 
to address the Aliso Canyon/Porter Ranch natural gas leak. Congressman Steve Knight, R-Santa Clarita, represents 
California’s 25th District, including Porter Ranch. Link to opinion column: 
http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight 
 
WOTUS: The House voted today to overturn the WOTUS rule from the Environmental Protection Agency that asserts 
federal authority over small waterways. The House passed the resolution 253-166 Wednesday, with 12 Democrats 
supporting it. Rep. Chris Smith (N.J.) was the only Republican to vote against the measure. The measure is now headed 
to President Obama's desk; he has promised to veto it. The Clean Water Rule is not currently being enforced because of 
a federal court ruling that blocked its implementation while it is being litigated. 
 
Congressional Outreach on EPA Approval of New California Trash Control Policy: Brent Maier shared today’s press 
release with Congressional staff for the entire California Congressional delegation regarding EPA recently approving the 
State Water Resources Control Board’s new water quality standards for trash in California’s waters. The standards are 
part of the state’s new Trash Control Policy, designed to keep trash out of streams, lakes, bays, estuaries, coastal and 
ocean waters in California to protect people and the environment. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich regarding uranium 
cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC Church Rock Mill is being 
finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date of this letter until Thursday, January 
15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman on Aliso 
Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response with PHMSA and FERC once a 
draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to 
finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  

Rep. David Valadao (R-CA-21): Rep.  David Valadao yesterday introduced legislation to approve a contentious deal 
between the federal government and the powerhouse Westlands Water District resolving a long-running dispute over 
drainage water and forgiving the district's $350 million debt to federal taxpayers. Under the agreement, which was filed 
in September in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of California, Westlands will assume responsibility for its 
drainage issues and drop its suit against Interior in exchange for forgiveness of its outstanding debt from the 
construction of the CVP itself -- a value of about $350 million. The measure, despised by environmentalists and northern 

http://www.dailynews.com/opinion/20160112/porter-ranch-needs-leadership-not-politics-steve-knight
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Californians, only stands to complicate efforts to move a drought bill for the Golden State. - H.R. 4366: To affirm an 
agreement between the United States and Westlands Water District dated September 15, 2015, and for other purposes. 
This bill was referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources which will consider it before sending it to the House 
floor for consideration. 

Region IX Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: Brent Maier compiled and sent forward 
to OCIR’s Arnita Hannon some Region IX Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the 
Environment Committee and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on 
January 20 – 22, 2016. The Hot Issues were for the following Mayors and included: Mayor Carolyn Goodman, Las Vegas, 
NV - Making a Visible Difference in Communities (MVD); Mayor Ashley Swearengin, Fresno, CA - Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2-Fresno). 
 
Legislative Action: 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 653: FOIA Act - This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (Jan 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 1155: SCRUB Act of 2016 - Searching for and Cutting Regulations that are Unnecessarily 
Burdensome Act of 2016 (SCRUB). This bill’s text for status Referred to Senate Committee (January 11, 2016) is now 
available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 3231: Federal Intern Protection Act of 2015 - This bill’s text for status Passed the House 
(Engrossed) (January 11, 2016) is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4359: Administrative Leave Reform Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 11, 2016 - H.R. 4360: Official Personnel File Enhancement Act - This bill’s text is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 1644: STREAM Act - Supporting Transparent Regulatory and Environmental Actions in Mining Act 
(STREAM). This bill’s text for status Passed the House (Engrossed) (January 12, 2016) is now available. 

January 12, 2016 - H.R. 4358: Senior Executive Service Accountability Act - Last Action: Ordered to be reported by Voice 
Vote. The committees assigned to this bill sent it to the House or Senate as a whole for consideration on January 12, 
2016. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Shaffer, 

Caleb;Tenley, Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Barton, Dana;Meer, Daniel;Yogi, David;Higuchi, 
Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, Enrique;Weber, Fe;Kwok, Frances;Ball, Harold;Allen, 
HarryL;Deyoe, Jeremy;Chesnutt, John;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Moore, Kathi;Johnson, 
Kathleen;Lawrence, Kathryn;Zito, Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;Henning, 
Loren;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, Nancy;Riveland, Nancy;Guria, 
Peter;Hiett, Richard;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Duncan, 
Will;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants:  Forty-nine applications were received 
nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity and 8 of those applications were received from communities 
and nonprofits in Region 9, which is the highest number of proposals received by any Region.  The proposals 
will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months and the national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-1821) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  Last week Philips submitted a workplan for EPA review and approval, 
proposing a groundwater in-situ bioremediation (ISB) treatability study (enhanced reductive dechlorination) in 
the Philips Operable Unit.  The purpose of the study will be to evaluate the efficacy of ISB to reduce the high 
concentrations of TCE in the former Philips source areas (with greater than 10,000 ug/L TCE).  It is these 
source areas that are driving the vapor intrusion risk for the nearby residential 
neighborhood.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050) 
 
Triple Site Offsite Operable Unit:  EPA has begun mailing out VI mitigation plans to property owners for 
their review and approval.  This week we will begin meeting with owners to discuss the proposed mitigation 
approaches and obtain their approval to proceed.  We are also preparing an updated fact sheet for the 
community, which describes the expansion of the testing area and EPA’s plans for a “step-out” sampling event 
in the spring.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance.  On January 18, 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On January 20, we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
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respect to the incident.  SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam.  Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 
are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for January 25.  (Contact:  Dane Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Northeast Church Rock and Quivira Mine Sites:  Priscilla Tom and Mark Ripperda will join staff from 
Region 6 to host a groundwater forum for the community in Gallup on Saturday.  The discussions will focus on 
impacts to both shallow and deep groundwater from the mine sites and mill site.  (Contact: Mark Ripperada, x2-
3028) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 21, Lily Lee was requested to present at the 
Bayview Hunters Point EJ Taskforce meeting.  The task force has requested a general overview of cleanup, 
plans to leave some contamination in place, measures to ensure dust suppression and other pollution associated 
with remediation, and construction work for the large scale development project are adequate to protect public 
health and the environment.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area (South Gate, CA):  The second round of Vapor Intrusion sampling starts 
January 20.  Approximately eight structures will be targeted for indoor air sampling.  (Contact:  Heather Parker, 
x2-3112 or Romie Duarte, x4-1801) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar:  Brownfields staff will participate in a webinar on January 20 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on Brownfields 
resources and technical assistance.  The webinar is focused on sharing federal and state resources that could 
assist organizations looking for funding to create new health access points in under-served communities.  The 
Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert under-utilized properties, containing known 
or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged communities, such as health 
clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-
1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU:  On January 14, Judge Manuel L. Real entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA 
Consent Decree.  This CD provides for performance of the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as 
settlement of all OU1 costs and outstanding site-wide costs (incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL 
listing phases).  Shell will be submitting payment for past costs within 60 days, amounting to $1.2 million, to be 
deposited into the Del Amo Special Account.  (Contact:  Dante.Rodriguez, x2-3166 or Sarah Mueller, x2-3953) 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  Project team staff participated in a call arranged by OCR on January 19 
with the DC and District staff of Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) to brief them on the proposed listing of the 
Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL.  Also presented was the work EPA is doing to address concerns at the 
Eureka Smelter Site.  In addition, the final response to an incoming letter from Nevada Senator Reid expressing 
his support of EPA’s proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine to the NPL was signed by the Regional 
Administrator on January 14.  [Contacts:  Dave Seter, x2-3250; Dante Rodriguez, x2-3166; and Eugenia Chow, 
x2-3160) 
 
Alameda Naval Air Station:  The Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD) for Operable Unit 1, Site 16 
groundwater was signed this week.  The ESD revises the conceptual site model to remove ingestion of the site 
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groundwater as an exposure pathway, per recent Water Board action; and confirms the protectiveness of the 
vapor intrusion pathway for the intended commercial/industrial reuse.  Residential development would be 
allowed with agency-approved vapor control systems.  (Contact:  Chris Lichens, x2-3149) 
 
Palos Verdes Shelf Superfund Site:  On January 21, in support of the Site Institutional Control Program, RPM 
Ramsey is traveling to Los Angeles to participate in an Angler Educational Outreach Workshop.  This 
Workshop was recommended by EPA in order to review and reassess angler outreach techniques, messages, 
and data collection efforts with key Fish Contamination Education Collaborative (FCEC) Angler Outreach 
partners including Heal the Bay and Cabrillo Marine Aquarium.  (Contact:  Phillip Ramsey, x2-3006) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On January 21, Johnstone represented the Region at a planning 
meeting, with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for 
the 2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning 
Center.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 28, at 12:00 p.m., Greenaction and other 
nonprofit organizations plan to protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office, a half a block from 
EPA’s Office.  They are protesting against Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval 
Shipyard Superfund site.  They are concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and 
gentrification.  In addition, the groups plan to protest at EPA at 12:45 pm.  All employees will receive a 
message with more details before the event.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
ADEQ MSCA:  EPA management and staff will meet with ADEQ to discuss Site status and MSCA issues. 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27):  EPA will making an Executive 
Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 attendees 
representing industry, first responders and government agencies.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency Preparedness 
conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we are bringing together 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal agencies (Pipeline Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of Homeland Security) and state agencies 
(California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California Environmental Protection Agency) for 
discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety 
and Security.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
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Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the EPA/ADEQ Annual MSCA Meeting in 
Phoenix, AZ, on January 28-29.  Nancy Lindsay is acting. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:14 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/08/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Rockets, Fireworks, and Flares (RFF):  One of the graduates of EPA's RFF Job Training Initiative is 
expected to be employed by RC Foster and Sons, the prime construction contractor for the RFF OU01 remedial 
action.  The graduate is being enrolled in the Associated General Contractors (AGC) apprenticeship program, 
which should  make him eligible to work with other contractors that make use of the AGC program and to work 
his way up to journeyman wages and status over time.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Autumnwood Development (Wildomar, CA):  EPA completed an evaluation of environmental issues and 
prior investigation work by the State at the Autumnwood development in Wildomar, CA and sent a letter 
describing our findings and conclusions to Director Barbara Lee of DTSC.  We plan to meet with Penny 
Newman of the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice and some of the Autumnwood 
residents in coming weeks to discuss our findings.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site.  Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site.  (Contact:  Chris Weden, x2-3041) 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump 
pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On January 5, we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also, on January 5, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
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February bottom-kill operation.  This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response.  On January 
7, EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for January 
11.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Abandoned Uranium Mines, Cameron, AZ:  We met with representatives of El Paso Natural Gas and the 
Navajo Nation EPA regarding El Paso's workplan to investigate 19 abandoned uranium mines in the Cameron, 
Arizona area (near Flagstaff) on the Navajo Reservation.  We are planning to oversee fieldwork at these mines 
in the summer, 2016.  (Contact:  Zizi Searles, x2-3178) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  EPA issued a conditional approval for the RPs' proposed residential mitigation 
plans for three buildings in the Offsite Operable Unit (Duane/San Miguel Avenue neighborhood).  The plans 
propose the installation of active crawlspace venting systems in the affected buildings.  The project team is 
preparing cover letters & translations of the materials in Spanish and Chinese and will send shortly to the 
property owners.  The RPs will finalize and re-submit the plans to EPA for final review and approval following 
discussions with the property owners and tenants.  The project team is also preparing a series of letters to 
upstairs tenants in affected buildings, notifying the residents of the ground-floor sampling results and mitigation 
plans, and offering upstairs sampling after mitigation activities are complete.  These letters will be hand-
delivered via another door-to-door outreach event later this month or in early February.  (Contact:  Melanie 
Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord:  Last week EPA staff issued notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) that it has invoked Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
Federal Facility Agreement and in response to the Army’s December 2 submittal of a Draft Final - Military 
Munitions Response Program - Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI).  The basis for EPA’s IDR 
invocation is that the MMRP-RI does not adequately address a number of EPA general comments and concerns 
that were previously provided (on an April 2015 draft version) and, more concerning, the report has been 
modified through the deletion of critical information that was not requested by EPA or the State, or which are 
not consistent with the April 2015 Draft version of the MMRP-RI.  The two striking examples of the unsolicited 
modifications to the MMRP-RI include; (1) the deletion of critical information on a newly identified exposure 
pathway and threat to human health and the environment from the redistribution of munitions from the Port 
Chicago Water Explosion Area by mechanical dredging to multiple terrestrial and open water dredge disposal 
areas in the region, and (2) the deletion of critical technical information on the investigation and identification 
of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden boxcars from the Port Chicago Explosion (an aspect of the Port 
Chicago Explosion which has been a focus of EPA).  Prior to IDR discussion(s) with the Army anticipated in 
January, EPA staff and management will coordinate internally and with the State.  (Contact: Phillip Ramsey, 
x2-3006) 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity 
building.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture:  The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the 
settlement.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)  PENDING 
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Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On January 12 and 13, we will co-chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on January 14.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central 
Coast.  (Contact:  Donn Zuroski, x2-3035) 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training:  The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street.  OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech.  (Contact:  Steve Calanog, x2-3075) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  R9 OCR reached out to Jason Reiderer, Legislative Director for 
Congressman Amodei in follow up to his request to set up a briefing for their office on Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding a proposed listing of the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine to the National Priorities List (NPL).  R9 OCR is exploring some days and times for 
next week as Congressman Amodei would like to join this briefing. R9 OCR has alerted RA Blumenfeld of the 
Congressman’s interest in participating in the call.  R9 OCR has also confirmed that Kyle Lykins, Senior 
Legislative Assistant and Sarah Waggoner, Community Affairs Liaison in the North Las Vegas District Office 
of Congressman Cresent Hardy will participate in a conference call on January 12 at 2:00pm to brief them on 
the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine.  The Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site is located within 
Congressman Crescent Hardy’s Congressional District.  (Contacts:  Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 
2-3166; and Eugenia Chow at 2-3160) 
 
Northeast Church Rock Mine, Navajo Nation:  We responded to an inquiry from Senator Heinrich, 
forwarding a list of questions from the Red Water Pond Road Community Association, a community living 
adjacent to the Northeast Church Rock on the Navajo Nation.  In addition, we continued field construction for 
four homes to provide alternative housing to sixteen members of the Red Water Pond Road Community during 
the anticipated multi-year cleanup activities at the NECR mine site.  (Contact:  Sara Jacobs, x2-3564) 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the Superfund Managers Retreat on January 11 
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at the SF Warehouse. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:03 PM
To: Haman, Patricia; Levine, Carolyn
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn; Meer, Daniel; Johnstone, Jeremy; Quast, Sylvia; Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; 

Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA 
Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

TrackingTracking: Recipient Read

Haman, Patricia Read: 1/4/2016 12:04 PM

Levine, Carolyn

Lawrence, Kathryn Read: 1/4/2016 12:11 PM

Meer, Daniel Read: 1/4/2016 1:14 PM

Johnstone, Jeremy Read: 1/4/2016 12:05 PM

Quast, Sylvia

Keener, Bill

Maier, Brent Read: 1/4/2016 12:06 PM

Pat/Carolyn –  
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s staff including 
Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles office. The media has been 
reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more accurately be characterized that we have sent an 
information request to SoCal Gas under Section 114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking 
into whether there may be any other jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I 
have yet to hear where that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their 
responses to our Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some additional time to 
submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am copying my colleagues in our 
Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on 
this reply to make them aware of this new Sen. Feinstein inquiry.  
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter from 
Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
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San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov]  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at Southern California 
Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties 
available under the law if the utility is found to be negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of 
exposure to mercaptans or other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from the Risk Management 
Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
 

mailto:<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov
mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov






























Ý·¬·¦»² ×²º±®³¿¬·±²

Ý·¬·¦»²ñÑ®·¹·²¿¬±®æ Í¸»®³¿²ô Þ®¿¼

Ñ®¹¿²·¦¿¬·±²æ ËòÍò Ø±«» ±º Î»°®»»²¬¿¬·ª»

ß¼¼®»æ ïðíð Ô±²¹©±®¬¸ Ø±«» Ñºº·½» Þ«·´¼·²¹ô É¿¸·²¹¬±²ô ÜÝ îðëïë

Ý±²¬·¬«»²¬æ Òñß

Ý±³³·¬¬»»æ Òñß Í«¾óÝ±³³·¬¬»»æ Òñß

Ý±²¬®±´ ×²º±®³¿¬·±²

Ý±²¬®±´ Ò«³¾»®æ ßÔóïêóðððóîîçï ß´¬»®²¿¬» Ò«³¾»®æ Òñß

Í¬¿¬«æ Ð»²¼·²¹ Ý´±»¼ Ü¿¬»æ Òñß

Ü«» Ü¿¬»æ Ü»½ îëô îðïë ý ±º Û¨¬»²·±²æ ð

Ô»¬¬»® Ü¿¬»æ Ü»½ ïðô îðïë Î»½»·ª»¼ Ü¿¬»æ Ü»½ ïïô îðïë

ß¼¼®»»»æ ßÜóß¼³·²·¬®¿¬±® ß¼¼®»»» Ñ®¹æ ÛÐß

Ý±²¬¿½¬ Ì§°»æ ÔÌÎ øÔ»¬¬»®÷ Ð®·±®·¬§ Ý±¼»æ Ò±®³¿´

Í·¹²¿¬«®»æ ÎßóÎçóÎ»¹·±²¿´ ß¼³·²·¬®¿¬±® ó

Î»¹·±² ç

Í·¹²¿¬«®» Ü¿¬»æ Òñß

Ú·´» Ý±¼»æ ìðìóïìïóðîóðïÁïìïÁ¿øî÷ Ý±°§ ±º Ý±²¬®±´´»¼ ¿²¼ Ó¿¶±® Ý±®®»°±²¼»²½» Î»½±®¼ ±º ¬¸» ÛÐß

ß¼³·²·¬®¿¬±® ¿²¼ ±¬¸»® »²·±® ±ºº·½·¿´ ó Û´»½¬®±²·½ò

Í«¾¶»½¬æ ÎÛÏËÛÍÌ ÌØßÌ ÌØÛ ÛÐß ×ÓÓÛÜ×ßÌÛÔÇ ×ÒÊÛÍÌ×ÙßÌÛ ÌØÛ ËÒÎÛÍÑÔÊÛÜ ÙßÍ ÔÛßÕ

ßÌ ÌØÛ ÍÑËÌØÛÎÒ ÝßÔ×ÚÑÎÒ×ß ÙßÍ ÝÑò

×²¬®«½¬·±²æ ÎßóÎçóÐ®»°¿®» ¼®¿º¬ ®»°±²» º±® ·¹²¿¬«®» ¾§ ¬¸» Î»¹·±²¿´ ß¼³·²·¬®¿¬±® º±® Î»¹·±² ç

×²¬®«½¬·±² Ò±¬»æ Òñß

Ù»²»®¿´ Ò±¬»æ Òñß

ÝÝæ ÑßÎ ó Ñºº·½» ±º ß·® ¿²¼ Î¿¼·¿¬·±² óó ×³³»¼·¿¬» Ñºº·½»

Ð¿¬®·½·¿ Ø¿³¿² ó ÑÝ×ÎóÝßóßÌ

Ô»¿¼ ×²º±®³¿¬·±²

Ô»¿¼ ß«¬¸±®æ Òñß

Ô»¿¼ ß·¹²³»²¬æ

ß·¹²»® Ñºº·½» ß·¹²»» ß·¹²»¼ Ü¿¬» Ü«» Ü¿¬» Ý±³°´»¬» Ü¿¬»

Ý¿¿«²¼®¿
Û¿¼»

ÑÝ×Î Îç Ü»½ ïïô îðïë Ü»½ îëô îðïë Òñß

×²¬®«½¬·±²æ
ÎßóÎçóÐ®»°¿®» ¼®¿º¬ ®»°±²» º±® ·¹²¿¬«®» ¾§ ¬¸» Î»¹·±²¿´ ß¼³·²·¬®¿¬±® º±® Î»¹·±² ç

Í«°°±®¬·²¹ ×²º±®³¿¬·±²

Í«°°±®¬·²¹ ß«¬¸±®æ Òñß

Í«°°±®¬·²¹ ß·¹²³»²¬æ

ß·¹²»® Ñºº·½» ß·¹²»» ß·¹²»¼ Ü¿¬»

Ò± Î»½±®¼ Ú±«²¼ò

Ø·¬±®§

ß½¬·±² Þ§ Ñºº·½» ß½¬·±² Ü¿¬»

Ý±®®»°±²¼»²½» Ó¿²¿¹»³»²¬ Í§¬»³
Ý±²¬®±´ Ò«³¾»®æ ßÔóïêóðððóîîçï
Ð®·²¬·²¹ Ü¿¬»æ Ü»½»³¾»® ïìô îðïë ðéæëçæëî

Ð¿¹» ï ±º î



ß½¬·±² Þ§ Ñºº·½» ß½¬·±² Ü¿¬»

Ý¿¿«²¼®¿
Û¿¼»

ÑÝ×Î ß·¹² Îç ¿ ´»¿¼ ±ºº·½» Ü»½ ïïô îðïë

Ý±³³»²¬

Ý±³³»²¬¿¬±® Ý±³³»²¬ Ü¿¬»

Ò± Î»½±®¼ Ú±«²¼ò

Ý±®®»°±²¼»²½» Ó¿²¿¹»³»²¬ Í§¬»³
Ý±²¬®±´ Ò«³¾»®æ ßÔóïêóðððóîîçï
Ð®·²¬·²¹ Ü¿¬»æ Ü»½»³¾»® ïìô îðïë ðéæëçæëî

Ð¿¹» î ±º î



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:59 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Keener, Bill
Subject: End of Day - Congressional and Intergovernmental

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

TrackingTracking: Recipient Read

Zito, Kelly Read: 12/30/2015 4:02 PM

Keener, Bill Read: 12/30/2015 4:24 PM

Congressional and Intergovernmental: 
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with 
Congressman Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren 
Attard, Legislative Counsel; and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to 
update them on EPA’s role and our sending of an information request to Southern California Gas following 
receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. 
We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern California Gas has provided the requested documents 
for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let Brent know that we have received the 
requested information and will provide them with an update.  
 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and 
Kelly Zito had a call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, 
Senior Field Representative; Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the 
Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role 
and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call 
for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our office once we have had a chance to review the 
information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 request. Brent will follow up on the 
scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information provided. We also agreed 
during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding operations and Sylvia 
Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is organizing the 
daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) 
sent to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine 
Superfund Site was controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional 
Administrator. This letter will be controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. 
Because this incoming letter was directed to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process 
for coordination in development of a response and discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for 
a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the 
proposed listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front 
Office. Brent Maier has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) 

https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf
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and control this letter and prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone 
Standard: Brent Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, 
Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis 
Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 
Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 
8-hr ozone standard.    
 
 

http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Manzanilla, Enrique;Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Allen, HarryL;Keener, 

Bill;Kao, Jessica;Blumenfeld, Jared;Mogharabi, Nahal;LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN;Rongone, 
Marie;Johnson, Kathleen;Miller, Amy;Jones, Joel E.;Salazar, Matt;Minor, Dustin;Moore, 
Letitia;Berg, Elizabeth;Zabel, Allan;Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy;Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn;Eades, Cassaundra;Mims, 
Kathy;Higuchi, Dean;Nazmi, Niloufar;Berg, Elizabeth;Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

TrackingTracking: Recipient Read

Zito, Kelly Read: 12/10/2015 2:28 PM

Manzanilla, Enrique Read: 12/10/2015 1:32 PM

Meer, Daniel Read: 12/11/2015 11:58 AM

Lawrence, Kathryn Read: 12/10/2015 1:03 PM

Allen, HarryL Read: 12/10/2015 1:57 PM

Keener, Bill

Kao, Jessica Read: 12/10/2015 12:42 PM

Blumenfeld, Jared

Mogharabi, Nahal Read: 12/10/2015 12:51 PM

LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN Read: 12/10/2015 12:43 PM

Rongone, Marie Read: 12/10/2015 1:18 PM

Johnson, Kathleen Read: 12/11/2015 8:50 AM

Miller, Amy Read: 12/10/2015 12:46 PM

Jones, Joel E. Read: 12/10/2015 12:48 PM

Salazar, Matt

Minor, Dustin Read: 12/10/2015 1:49 PM

Moore, Letitia

Berg, Elizabeth Read: 12/10/2015 10:06 PM

Zabel, Allan Read: 12/10/2015 12:57 PM

Riedel, Brian Read: 12/10/2015 12:58 PM

Johnstone, Jeremy Read: 12/10/2015 12:43 PM

Haman, Patricia Read: 12/10/2015 12:46 PM

Levine, Carolyn

Eades, Cassaundra Read: 12/10/2015 12:50 PM

Mims, Kathy Read: 12/10/2015 1:19 PM

Higuchi, Dean Read: 12/10/2015 9:27 PM
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Recipient Read

Nazmi, Niloufar Read: 12/10/2015 12:50 PM

Berg, Elizabeth

Harris-Bishop, Rusty Read: 12/10/2015 1:29 PM

Maier, Brent Read: 12/10/2015 12:46 PM

All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
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From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225-5911 
 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2016 12:43 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared;Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 21Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New Information Shaded Yellow.   
 
Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets with any significant 
developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their 
bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February but will most likely be sooner. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

21 January 2016 

 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 

natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 

transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 

 

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 

leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 

(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 

 

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas. 

 

Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 

and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 

basis, on other work days. 

 

R9 Activities Summary: 

 

The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 

produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 

DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 

these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 

government representatives as these are scheduled. 

 

On Friday 15 January, Steven John of R9’s Los Angeles Field Office attended the State Leaders 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 

State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 

Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 

(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 

California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 

(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 

Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 

Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 

Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 

leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 

responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 

Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 

communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 

communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 

community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 

business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

upgrading its infrastructure to ensure it doesn’t happen again, and compensating the residents without 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 

were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 

State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

 

Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   

 

Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 

No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 

long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 

from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 

decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 

outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 

and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 

attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  

 

Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 

 

Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 

run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use ‘end of 

February’ as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 

January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 

well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February “if not 

sooner”.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 

performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-

25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 

Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 

 

Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 

preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 

pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 

components to the site  



 

Gas Capture Options: 

 

On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 

concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 

well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 

plan. 

 

Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 

monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

then posted to the incident’s public website (www.alisoupdates.com). 

 

Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 

and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 

national news coverage as well.  

 

Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 

they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 

properties have potential impacts. 

 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 

Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 

offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 

inquiries “pending resolution”. 

 

Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 

weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 

offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  

Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 

 

VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 

scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 

Governor’s Office: 

 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 

 

California Air Resources Board 
 

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 

Los Angeles United School District 
 

SCAQMD 



 

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 

that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 

leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 

was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 

continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 

been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 

the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the SCAQMD’s proposed findings and abatement 

order is expected to be narrowed.  

 

 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-

safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 

 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 3:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - 
Do Not Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
 
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
 
Corrected bullet here: 
 
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a 
methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16.pdf; SoCalGas Methane Capture Plan Letter 
01.18.2016.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Effective today, these updates will be send twice weekly, on a Monday/Thursday 
schedule.  Significant events on other days will be communicated via email. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 November SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site without adding unnecessary safety 
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 
then posted  
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over


 

Dennis V. Arriola  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

 
555 W. 5th Street, M.L. GT-21C1  

Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
 

Tel: 213.244.3800  
Fax: 213.244.8293  

DArriola@SempraUtilities.com 
 

January 18, 2016 

 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown: 

As you are aware, we have been evaluating since November various options to safely capture 

and process the gas leaking from the SS25 well at our Aliso Canyon facility.  I write to advise you 

that after consultation with our safety team as well as state regulators, we have determined 

that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without 

adding unnecessary safety risks. While keeping state and local agencies fully informed, we have 

used our best efforts to develop and consider multiple plans to safely capture and process the 

gas.  Unfortunately, none of the identified plans adequately address these safety risks to our 

satisfaction. 

As a result, we have decided to end this component of our ongoing mitigation program. 

Our highest priority has been and continues to be to safely seal the SS25 well as quickly as 
possible.  To that end, we continue to make excellent progress on our relief well operations. 
We currently believe that we will be in a position to intercept SS25 and stop the leak by late 
February, if not sooner. 
 
In the interim, and consistent with your January 6, 2016 Order, we have been delivering as 

much gas as we can to our customers from the Aliso Canyon storage facility, while still 

providing reliable service.  According to the California Air Resources Board, these efforts have 

reduced the volume of escaping gas by over 60 percent since November 28.  In addition, we 

continue to provide homes in the vicinity with free whole-house air purification and plug-in air 

purifiers that remove natural gas odorant.  We install approximately 200 air purification 

systems per day, and we are confident that these systems have been effective in improving air 



quality in the community.  Finally, we continue to implement our relocation services to provide 

reasonable alternative accommodations to those residents who chose to leave the immediate 

area.  We believe that these steps have safely reduced the amount of methane that is being 

emitted, as well as the impact on the community near our facility, as our relief well operations 

move forward. 

Please let me know if you have any questions concerning our decision to discontinue work on 

the proposed methane capture and processing system.  We will, of course, keep you fully 

apprised of our progress on all other aspects of our operations to fully and finally resolve the 

SS25 gas leak. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Arriola 
President and CEO 
Southern California Gas Company 
 
 
 
cc: 
 
Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD 
Robert Weisenmiller, CEC 
Michael Picker, CPUC 
Richard Corey, CARB 
Al Walker, DOGGR 
Jason Marshall, DOC 
Elizavita Melashanko, CPUC SED 
Ken Bruno, CPUC SED 
Mary Ann Efron, Cal OSHA 
Robert Salgado, Cal OSHA 
Chief Dave Stone, Cal OES 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 12:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 14 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 14Jan16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information highlighted yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
14 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
See the link at the end of this pape
methane 8 miles downwind of the leaking gas well. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



programs regarding experts that might be available t
and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel. 
On 13 January, the Region participa
system was discussed.  In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or 
county entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, 
several participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the 
County Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate 
the design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code 
standpoint. LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for high winds to resume.  This could impact work occurring at 
SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7710 feet.  Ranging run #13 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today two of four cement/soil base layers have been installed, with the third scheduled for 15 



Jan. and the fourth scheduled for 16 January.  The spud date (commencement of drilling 
operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

itle V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments. 
 
An unresolved issue is what effect, if any the coalescing trays will have on the dynamics of the 
methane plume and whether that effect and other safety issues have been considered in the 
design of the gas capture system.  Kay Lawrence participated in an interagency meeting with 
SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns.  Present at this meeting were representatives 
of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas 
and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4545 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2479 residences into temporary housing, 1581 
requests are in process with an additional 481  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2009 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1145 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 755 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 



 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
Cal/OES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown will attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 



The public testimony portion of the 
hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Gov. Brown Declares a State of Emergency 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas- leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Boxer, Feinstein call for federal assistance with Porter Ranch gas leak 

http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal-
assistance-with-porter-ranch-gas- leak 
 
Researchers Find Methane Beyond Immediate Area of the Gas Leak 
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane- leak- los-
angeles-northridge-natural-gas-benzene-climate-change 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-in-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20160113/boxer-feinstein-call-for-federal
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/14012016/aliso-canyon-high-levels-methane-leak-los
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:12 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.11.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
11 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the  design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas. 
 On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a 
federal task force of well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and 
operation of the Gas Capture and Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas. The 
Department of Energy representative on the NRT call will take this request back to the 
DOE fossil energy and science and technology programs regarding experts that might 
be available to help.  The Department of Interior s USGS and Bureau of Safety and 



Environmenta l Enforcement may also have some expertise. Mike Faulkner, the NRT 
executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weathe r  is  fo reca s t  fo r  high wind s  to  re sume . This  could  
imp ac t  wo rk  occurr ing a t  S S - 2 5  ( fo r  examp le ,  ins ta lla t ion o f the  4 t h  
co a lesc ing t ray) .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
educe overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
ttaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

Drilling has reached approximately 7197 feet. Ranging run #11 is being 
performed today. Relief well #1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or 
early March. Drilling will slow significantly as they approach 8000 feet because the 
ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency, to accurately establish the 
position of RW#1 in relation to SS-25. Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

SoCal Gas is preparing to put down the cement/soil slurry on Relief Well #2 
drilling pad. 

Gas Capture Options:  



SoCal Gas received permiss io n from SCAQMD to begin constructio n of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installa t io n of additiona l equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additiona l work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the applicat ion so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system.  

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  



On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

California Air Resources Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change


 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Compilation of Stories 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:41 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 8 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.08.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
8 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 

old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 

gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 

sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 

approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 

approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 

leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 

86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 

areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  

 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 

agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 

call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 

 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 

on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 

on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 

of Emergency Services. 

 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 

White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 

EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 

staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  

 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 

conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 

of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 

Canyon.  Our main ‘ask’ is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 

National Labs) that can advise and consult on the design, operation and safety aspects 

of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas.  

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 

and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather is  forecast  to be  clear and sunny.   
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 

were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 



• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  

• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  

• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 

been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 

and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 

installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 

No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  

Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 

being performed. 

 Drilling has reached approximately 6460 feet. Ranging run #10 is scheduled for a 
depth of approximately 6610 feet. 

 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 

wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 

the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 

dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

The clear weather should allow for continued preparation of the drill pad for 

RW#2. 

Gas Capture Options:  

 SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 

involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 

equipment that is already permitted under the facility’s existing Title V permit, and 

construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 

will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment  that is not 

covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 

Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 

materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 

of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 

sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 

will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 

considered in the design of the gas capture system.  



Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 

monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 

revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 

the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 

continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 

Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 

remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 

Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 

residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 

commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 

December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 

area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 

are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 

uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 

been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 

residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 

Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 

January. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

 Governor’s Office: 

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 

due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for ‘all state agencies to use personnel, 

equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 

greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 

volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 

to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 

hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 

proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  



Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 

Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 

school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 

(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 

Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  

  SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 

Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 

monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 

public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 

of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 

provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 

by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

SCAQMD’s petition. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 

 

Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 

Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 

 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 

Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 
Single Well is California’s Largest Contributor of GHG 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqmd.gov/home/about/hearing-board
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/order-for-abatement-faq.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aqmd.gov/docs/default-source/compliance/aliso-cyn/hearing-gas-co-rev-05.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Granada+Hills+Charter+High+School/@34.2610619,-118.5282675,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80c29ae71b8db86b:0x16c73d8aa2e90811
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 7 January 2016 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds a re  calm .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 
successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 
6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility existing Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 
covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 



of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid


1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 3:01 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 6 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.06.16 - Copy.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 6 January. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
6 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Ac ting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfe ld had a meet and greet  with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal 
Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rain and low visibility in the area continued on 6 January. Access  to  SS  2 5  
and  Re lie f Well N umb er  2  co ntinue s  to  be  re s tr ic ted ,  fo r  sa fe ty reaso ns .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  



flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 
  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be 
conducted, to precisely locate relief well#1 in relation to SS25. SoCal Gas estimates that 
they should reach approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling 
stays on schedule.  The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks 
because the range runs will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can 
intercept the bottom of SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of 
the drilling of the last 500 feet will be much slower. 

Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed successfully and 
drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 6000 feet.  The P-
39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad. PS-20 has been shut in 

due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 has been pushed back to 1 
February, weather permitting. 

The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the wet 
weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for the drill 
pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 
only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 
into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifo ld and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
prelimina ry applicatio n to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 
project.  
under the steel bridge and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain 
any oil mists that emit from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The 
other two coalesce plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather 
permitt ing. 

SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for constructio n and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 



Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the 
revised air monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal 
Gas is revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence 
line of the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 
hour continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 
Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

  
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to 
the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   



  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:20 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 5 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.05.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
5 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld had a meet and greet  with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal  
Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week. 
V is i b i l i t y  i s  l im i t ed  a t  t h e  we l l  s i t e s  an d  a cc es s  t o  SS  25  an d  R e l i e f  
W el l  Num b er  2  h as  b een  cu r t a i l ed .  
  

Well Management:  



SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 
Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be conducted, to precisely 
locate the well bore in relation to SS-25. SoCal Gas estimates that they should reach 
approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling stays on schedule.  
The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks because the range runs 
will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can intercept the bottom of 
SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of the drilling of the last 
500 feet will be much slower. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

PS-20 has been shut in due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 
has been pushed back to 1 February, weather permitting. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 
assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 
only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 
into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifol d and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 
project. The flaring operation will require a permit from SCAQMD. Additionally, 

and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any oil mists that emit 



from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce 
plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitting.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 
Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

 
 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  



SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:49 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, 

Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;Eoc, 

Epahq;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 4 January is attached.   
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:42 AM
To: Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, Nancy;Manzanilla, 

Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig;Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.24.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.   
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

24 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Weather:  Weather is rainy with winds expected to increase over the next several days, 
with wind gusts up to 80 mph. High winds will affect the drilling of relief well #1 and 
preparation of well pad for relief well #2. 

 Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  P-39A remains on schedule. A cement plug was installed and 
they are cementing the 9 5/8” intermediate casing to 3682 feet.  They are waiting on cement 
delivery and working on the well head and will resume drilling in a few days. 

 Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and it now looks 
like they will need to move closer to 72,000 cy of dirt.  The increased amount of grading is being 
done to improve the stability of the well pad. 

 Kill Attempt on SS-25:  With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they are assessing 
the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head.  Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud is on the bridge, causing it to bow.  There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt.  The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably.  This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge.  They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 



bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe.  If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head. 

 Air Monitoring:  Air monitoring continues as 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility.  

 Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center, 290 visitors on 23 December.  They also had 12 media inquiries and are 
overwhelmed with information and data requests from all levels of government. 

 Gas Capture Options:  AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head.  The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal.  Previously, SoCal Gas 
was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, 
either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal.  SCAQMD pointed out that they 
would need permits for either of those options.  Gas capture would require them to construct a 
platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned.  It did not sound 
like there were many feasible options for gas capture. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 



mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 10:33 AM
To: hqeoc/hqeoc/QP/USEPA/US;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

23 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 



 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 
mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Leslie Owyang-Chin <Owyang-Chin.Leslie@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 4:09 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/15/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
FY16 Brownfields Grant applications: The regional Brownfields program received 23 proposals from 16 
applicants requesting $6.9M in funding for Brownfields assessment and cleanup grants through a national 
request for proposals.  The 16 applications are mostly local units of government, except for 2 applications from 
CNMI and Guam.  Nationally 223 proposals will be funded with $54.5M available.  The review process has 
commenced, which will entail reviewing the 505 applications received nationwide.  The final decisions are 
expected in late May – early June 2016.  (Contact: Noemi Emeric-Ford, 4-1821).   
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine:  On January 11, Greg Nagel, Peter Husby (Lab staff), and Gary Riley visited 
the site  to install remote monitoring and sampling equipment at the flooded mine impoundment.  The real-time 
water level monitoring - available by web link - will allow EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers to see signs 
of rising water and a potential overflow through the mine's spillway. The R9 Lab also installed automatic 
sampling equipment that will collect samples of water if flow begins. Region 9 is working with local 
stakeholders and the Army Corps to finalize a sampling and response plan to monitor water quality in Clear 
Lake in case of an overflow. (Contact: Gary Riley x2-3003).  
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Samoa, CA:  Chris Weden held an interagency meeting to review the current status of the 
site and discuss future actions. Participating entities included Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), the 
DTSC, North Coast RWQCB, the local Air Pollution Control District and the Humboldt Bay Harbor 
District.  We will return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were profiled last 
week.  This should complete the site work, estimated date of completion is mid March (Contact:  Chris Weden 
415-971-6962). 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak, Porter Ranch, CA:   We continued to participate in daily calls with 
Southern California Gas, state and local agencies.  On  January 5,  Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCal Gas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
February bottom-kill operation. This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response. On January 7, 
the Region convened an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a 
subset of federal and state agencies on the RRT, and on  January 11,  the Region briefed the National Response 
Team NRT on the Aliso Canyon incident.  RRT9 requested assistance from the NRT in the form of technical 

mailto:<Owyang-Chin.Leslie@epamail.epa.gov>
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expertise from other agencies, such as the Department of Energy's National Laboratories, in the areas of gas 
capture and well-killing.  On  January 13,  Kay Lawrence met with SoCal Gas and regulatory agencies 
(including PHMSA) to discuss and provide input into the proposed gas capture project.  On  January 
13,  Senators. Boxer and Feinstein sent a letter to Administrator McCarthy, DOT Administrator Foxx and 
Attorney General Lynch requesting information about each agency's activities and authorities relating to the 
release. Gov. Brown's office has convened a meeting on January 15  at Porter Ranch at which senior state 
agency representatives will speak.  EPA and PHMSA have also been invited to participate. Steven John from 
the LAFO will attend the meeting. (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Chemical Safety Board meeting at Torrance City Hall:  On January 13, Kay Lawrence attended the 
Chemical Safety Board meeting in Torrance California, at which the CSB delivered the interim results of their 
investigation of the Exxon Mobil refinery accident that occurred in February 2015.  CalOSHA and Cal EPA 
were also in attendance and presented information on the proposed California Process Safety Management and 
Refinery Planning regulations.  The meeting attracted an audience of several hundred people. (Contact:  Kay 
Lawrence, x2-3039)  
 
710 Corridor, Los Angeles County:  We will access letters for the final two sites of the eight in the corridor 
were sent on January 15, and sampling will take place February 15 - 26th.  At the conclusion of this sampling, 
we be begin to build the 3-D Conceptual Model of this portion of the basin in preparation for both NPL site 
prioritization and assessing the area overall for groundwater contamination.  (Contact: Matthew Mitguard, x2-
3096) 
 
Montrose Ecology Control Industries (ECI) property:  Tu Nguyen and Yolanda Sanchez traveled to Los 
Angeles to attend the  Regional Planning Commission hearing on  January 6th.  The Commission is determining 
a conditional land use permit for the Ecology Control Industries, Inc. (ECI) property.  The determination has 
been delayed by EPA activities for the recently excavated DDT-contaminated soil stockpiles on the ECI 
property.  Tu and Yolanda also spoke with one resident who has raised concerns about a cracked house 
foundation, possibly due to ECI excavation activities.  This week, Tu and Yolanda completed a draft fact sheet 
on the DDT-contaminated soil stockpiles at the ECI property; it is being routed through management and OCR 
for review.  (Contact: Yolanda Sanchez, 2-3880, or Tu Nguyen, 2-3443) 
 
Triple Site: The RPs submitted another set of three residential mitigation plans to EPA for review and 
approval.  Additionally, the third round of neighborhood indoor air testing (winter sampling round) began on 
January 13.  The sampling appointments are being scheduled for new residences, as well as second-round 
winter testing for residences previously sampled in 2015.  This week, 121 residences (out of approx. 400) have 
been sampled. (Contact: Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz. x2-3242). 
 
South Gate (Protocol for Assessing Community Excellence in Environmental Health (PACE-EH)):  As 
part of the ongoing PACE-EH process in South Gate, a stakeholder group, the Community Environmental 
Health Assessment Team (CEHAT), was formed last year consisting of representatives from different facets of 
the community.  The purpose of the CHEAT is to self identify community health concerns and take action on 
their environmental health problems.  The CEHAT met on January 11th and determined that public safety is 
their top priority for action.  Although the main focus of the CEHAT has shifted from the NPL sites, EPA 
remains inovlved in the CEHAT, answering any questions related to the NPL sites, and sharing information 
with the community on a regular basis.  (Contact:  Karen Jurist, x2-3219, Heather Parker, x2-3112 or Romie 
Duarte, x2-1801). 
 
San Gabriel Valley (El Monte OU):  On January 6 and 7, John Lyons, Rich Hiett, Jim Collins, and Bella 
Dizon met with the El Monte OU East Side Participating Settling Defendants (ESPSDs), the El Monte OU West 
Side Participating Settling Defendant (WSPSD), WQA, DTSC, RWQCB, and City of El Monte.  EPA’s 
objective for the meeting is for the East Side and West Side PRPs to come together, discuss issues in the 
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implementation of their respective remedies, brainstorm, collaborate, and find a common ground to get to a near 
term plan for the El Monte OU to achieve the Record of Decision objectives.  Some of the issues discussed 
included: 1) presence of hexavalent chromium and 1,4-dioxane in the West Side OU that could have negative 
impacts on the East Side shallow and upper deep zone remedies; 2) lack of facility contaminant source removal; 
3) inactive production wells that could be potential conduits for vertical migration of contamination from the 
shallow zone to the deep zone in the East Side OU; 4) need for enhanced containment in the West Side OU. A 
follow-up meeting is scheduled in March.  (Contact: Bella Dizon  x2-3190). 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500.  The press release received media coverage in Hawaii. (Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team:(RRT):  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the Santa 
Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Executive Order 13650 on Improving Chemical Safety and 
Security and Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California.  We briefed the RRT on the Aliso Canyon incident 
and also discussed the changes to the Regional Contingency Plan on downstream notification procedures. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Pete Reich, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. 
(Lance Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill:  Chris Weden met with the Humboldt County Health Dept. (CUPA), DTSC, North Coast 
RWQCB, AQMD, and the Humboldt Bay Harbor District to review the current status of the site and discuss 
future actions.  ERS plans to return to the site in the coming weeks to remove hazardous wastes that were 
profiled last week.  This should complete ERS site work, estimated date of completion mid March.   
 
Puna Geothermal Venture -  We issued a press release announcing the filing of the CA/FO, settling our 
enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA §112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of 
$76,500 (Jeremy Johnstone, x23499) 
 
Regional Response Team (RRT) Meeting:  The first RRT 9 meeting of 2016 was held on January 12-13 in the 
Santa Barbara Emergency Operations Center. Topics included a discussion of EPA-USCG-CalOSPR Oil Spill 
Response Government Initiated Unannounced Exercises (GIUEs) coordination; Valley and Butte Fires 
Response; State Refinery Task Force Regulations; Avian Flu Impacts nationally and in California, etc. Tom 
Dunkelman, Donn Zuroski, Bret Moxley and Daniel Meer provided presentations at the meeting. (Lance 
Richman, 2-3022) 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard: On January 21, the Bayview EJ Justice Task Force invited EPA and the Navy 
to give a presentation on the following items: 1) the current status of cleanup at the Shipyard Site, 2) plans to 
leave some contamination in place, 3) measures to protect the Site and SF bay from sea level rise and storm 
surges associated with climate change, and 4) dust suppression and other pollution associated with remediation 
and construction work for the large scale development project.  Lily Lee will do the presentation.  Jackie Lane 
(Community Involvement Coordinator), John Chesnutt (Manager), and Michele Huitric (Press Officer) will also 
attend.  An NBC reporter has indicated interest in attending future public meetings regarding the Shipyard. 
(Contact: Jackie Lane, 2-3236, or Lily Lee, 7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area:  The second round of neighborhood indoor air testing (winter confirmation 
sampling round) will begin on January 20th. The sampling appointments are currently being scheduled for the 8 
residences sampled in April 2015. (Contact: Karen Jurist, x2-3219 or Heather Parker, x-2-3112).   
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Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV). On January 12,  OCR hosted a call with staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office regarding our proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL. 
Participants from the Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara 
Waggoner, Field Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. The 
Congressional staff appeared to have limited knowledge about the site prior to our call.  We offered to follow up 
with additional information as requested and to arrange site tours if desired. (Contact: Dave Seter, 2-3250; 
Dante Rodriguez, 2-3166; Eugenia Chow, 2-3160) 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

 
Enrique in office all week - week  of Jan. 18.  

30-60 Day Outlook  

 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Lawrence, Kathryn
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 4:38 PM
To: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.   
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
 
 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  

28 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern 
California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in 
the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the 
abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal 
Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, 
Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic 
feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):  

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 55 degrees high on Monday.  Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
 
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;  

s to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
 

 
ing piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

 
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure 
piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds.  
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was 
installed. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not 
expected for 2-3 months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back 



from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up 
to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on 
the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head may have increased 
considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well head area and the 
bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing equipment to 
the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: 
capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, 
incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options 
for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either through incineration 
(not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would need permits for either of 
those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform over the well head upon 
which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there were many feasible options 
for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility. 
SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for 
installation to date. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit 
site 12/28/2015. Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they 
have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties 
have potential impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 961 requests are in 
process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 
900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 
 
Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are 
scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume 
was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 
kg methane per hour.



Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous 
materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA proposes to issue a 
Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los  17 to expedite the 
temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation 
will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. 

SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will 
require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and 
reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High 
School. During the hearing, members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing 
Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will 
assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Johnstone, Jeremy
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2016 2:33 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn;Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 15 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 15Jan16.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

As requested… 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
 

mailto:johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov


PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
15 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
There will be no additional updates prepared until Tuesday 19 January. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT. 
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 
programs regarding experts that might be available to help.  The Department of Interior’s USGS 



and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  On 
13 January, the Region participated in an ‘agency only’ call during which the gas capture system 
was discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing – that is, which state or county 
entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several 
participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County 
Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate the 
design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code standpoint. 
LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather: Weather is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.  This could impact 
work occurring at SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management: SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 
● Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
● Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 
rate. 
● Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 
● Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
● Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 
 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting. 

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today. 
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today three of four 6# cement slurry bases have been laid, with the final scheduled for 16 Jan. 



The spud date (commencement of drilling operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 
Feb. to 8 Feb. 
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 
the facility’s existing Title V permit, and will entail the procurement and installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments; additionally, the Region will have a formal review role of any Title V 
permit that is issued for the project. The proposed use of the gas capture system at the Well 25-
SS location poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues.  Kay Lawrence participated in 
an interagency meeting with SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns. Present at this 
meeting were representatives of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and 
DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring: SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They have also started sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 
requests are in process with an additional 529 “pending resolution”. 
 
Air Purification – Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 1962 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1544 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 1280 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 



 
Governor’s Office: 
 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
CalOES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown has been invited to attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
The Los Angeles Unified School District’s Board of Education took action on Dec. 17 to 
expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 
Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition.  The public testimony portion of the 



hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Efforts to plug Porter Ranch-area gas leak worsened blowout risk, regulators say 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 

The World Is Hemorrhaging Methane, and Now We Can See Where 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-
flaring-map/ 
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New information highlighted yellow.  The next update will be distributed on Tuesday 19 January. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Jeremy Johnstone 
Environmental Engineer 
Emergency Prevention and Preparedness Section (Mail Code SFD-9-3) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Tel:   415-972-3499 
Cell:  415-816-6584 
email:   johnstone.jeremy@epa.gov 
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
15 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
There will be no additional updates prepared until Tuesday 19 January. 
 
R9 Internal Communications Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only call with 
mostly state and local government representatives. 
 
The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call on 7 
January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners on the RRT.  
Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office of Emergency 
Services. 
 
The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the White House on 
8 January.  Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing.  Follow up items for EPA related to short and 
longer term public health impacts of the methane release and staying abreast of developments on 
the gas capture system. 
 
On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team on the Aliso 
Canyon incident.  On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a federal task force of 
well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and operation of the Gas Capture and 
Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas.  The Department of Energy representative on 
the NRT call will take this request back to the DOE fossil energy and science and technology 



and Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement may also have some expertise.  Mike 
Faulkner, the NRT executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  On 

was discussed. In answer to the question EPA has been posing  that is, which state or county 
entities are responsible for reviewing the gas capture plan for safety considerations, several 
participants suggested that the Los Angeles County Public Works Department and/or the County 
Fire Marshall may need to review the gas capture system design documents, to evaluate the 
design for electrical, mechanical and structural integrity, from a county building code standpoint. 
LA County Fire was going to follow up on this. 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  Weather is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.  This could impact 
work occurring at SS-25 (for example, installation of the 3rd coalescing tray). 
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):  There were seven attempts at well kill from 
Oct. 25 to Dec. 22.  All were unsuccessful, and no other top kill attempts are planned.  Other 
ongoing remedial actions include: 
 

 Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25.  Drilling is being conducted 24/7. 
 Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow 

rate. 
Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak. 

 Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area. 
Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe. 

 
Two of four coalescing trays (both 60 feet long) have been installed over the well head, to knock 
down and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray, at 120 
feet in length, has been fabricated with installation targeted for the next few days, conditions 
permitting.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling has reached approximately 7800 feet.  Ranging run #14 is being performed today.  
Relief well # 1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or early March.  Drilling has 
now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater 
frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Grading of the drill pad is complete and as of 
today three of four 6# cement slurry bases have been laid, with the final scheduled for 16 Jan.  



The spud date (commencement of drilling operations) from RW2 has been pushed back from 1 
Feb. to 8 Feb.  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
SoCal Gas is seeking permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the first of two phases 
planned for the gas caption system.  Phase 1 of construction will involve the construction of 
exhaust ducting and piping that will tie into portable equipment that is already permitted under 

installation of 
additional equipment that is not covered under the existing permit.  SoCal Gas has applied to the 
AQMD for a new Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the 
application materials.  The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments; additionally, the Region will have a formal review role of any Title V 
permit that is issued for the project. The proposed use of the gas capture system at the Well 25-
SS location poses unique siting, design and potential safety issues.  Kay Lawrence participated in 
an interagency meeting with SoCal Gas on 13 January to discuss such concerns. Present at this 
meeting were representatives of Cal/OSHA, DOGGR, CPUC, LA County Fire and 
DOT/PHMSA, in addition to SoCal Gas and EPA R9. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, has revised its air monitoring plan with 
changes that include moving some monitors to the fence line of the facility from previous 
locations with the facility.  They have also started sampling in 12 hour continuous increments 
instead of 10 minute grab samples. 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 4796 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2485 residences into temporary housing, 1732 
requests are in process with an additional 529  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 1962 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 1544 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping.  SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents, with 1280 devices having been distributed to date. 
 
VIP Visits:  Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso Canyon 
site on 7 January.  Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 



 
ffice: 

 
On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, due to the 
methane gas leak.  This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, equipment and 
facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident. 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
CalOES has scheduled a public meeting with the Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council at 6:00 pm on 
Friday 15 January at the Shepherd of the Hills Church.  Senior CA agency officials are expected to 
participate in a panel.  Steven Leonida-John will monitor the meeting for EPA; it is not clear if he will sit 
on the panel or not. It is reported that Gov. Brown has been invited to attend. 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
On 8 January, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site.  The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported at 1.9 MMTCO2.  The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 23,400 kg of methane per hour, which is down from the 30,300 kg/hr reported in 
December. 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week. 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year.  School resumed on 11 January and the two schools (with a total of 1800 students) 
have been relocated to two others in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae Elementary School and 
Northridge Middle School). 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School.  During the 
hearing, members of the public provided testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, 
coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the 

The public testimony portion of the 



hearing concluded on 9 January, but the hearing is scheduled to re-commence on 16 January at 
which time the Hearing Board is expected to take action. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Efforts to plug Porter Ranch-area gas leak worsened blowout risk, regulators say 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 

The World Is Hemorrhaging Methane, and Now We Can See Where 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa-
flaring-map/ 

 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/energy/2016/01/150113-methane-aliso-canyon-leak-noaa
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Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/22/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Environmental Workforce Development and Job Training Grants:  Forty-nine applications were received 
nationwide for this Brownfields grant opportunity and 8 of those applications were received from communities 
and nonprofits in Region 9, which is the highest number of proposals received by any Region.  The proposals 
will be evaluated over the next 3-4 months and the national program expects to fund 15-18 
applications.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-1821) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  Last week Philips submitted a workplan for EPA review and approval, 
proposing a groundwater in-situ bioremediation (ISB) treatability study (enhanced reductive dechlorination) in 
the Philips Operable Unit.  The purpose of the study will be to evaluate the efficacy of ISB to reduce the high 
concentrations of TCE in the former Philips source areas (with greater than 10,000 ug/L TCE).  It is these 
source areas that are driving the vapor intrusion risk for the nearby residential 
neighborhood.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050) 
 
Triple Site Offsite Operable Unit:  EPA has begun mailing out VI mitigation plans to property owners for 
their review and approval.  This week we will begin meeting with owners to discuss the proposed mitigation 
approaches and obtain their approval to proceed.  We are also preparing an updated fact sheet for the 
community, which describes the expansion of the testing area and EPA’s plans for a “step-out” sampling event 
in the spring.  (Contact:  Melanie Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We continue to participate in daily calls with Southern California Gas 
Company, state and local agencies.  We continue to work on a plan to review the 1665 page SoCalGas response 
to our CAA information request and plan to draw on other Region 9 staff for assistance.  On January 18, 
SoCalGas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns expressed by its own safety team 
as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a methane capture and processing system 
cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease 
pursuing the plan to capture and flare the methane from the leaking well.  On January 20, we participated in a 
"Federal Family" call with DOT/PHMSA and DOE staff to share information and coordinate activities with 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
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respect to the incident.  SoCal Gas continues to make good progress with drilling a relief well to attempt a 
bottom kill operation, sometime in February.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Argonaut Mine:  With several rain events last week, the Region has been closely monitoring the surface water 
run off contingencies that have been installed at the Argonaut Mine Site, behind the tailings dam.  Enough water 
accumulated behind the dam to reach the gravity drains but not enough to trigger the pumping system.  There 
are gauges installed to measure any movement in cracks in the dam.  All of the systems are working well and 
both the City of Jackson and the state Department of Toxics Substances Control are conducting inspections 
following rain events.  DTSC has put an engineering company under contract to perform the retrofit work and a 
kick off meeting to discuss the scope of this work is scheduled for January 25.  (Contact:  Dane Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Northeast Church Rock and Quivira Mine Sites:  Priscilla Tom and Mark Ripperda will join staff from 
Region 6 to host a groundwater forum for the community in Gallup on Saturday.  The discussions will focus on 
impacts to both shallow and deep groundwater from the mine sites and mill site.  (Contact: Mark Ripperada, x2-
3028) 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 21, Lily Lee was requested to present at the 
Bayview Hunters Point EJ Taskforce meeting.  The task force has requested a general overview of cleanup, 
plans to leave some contamination in place, measures to ensure dust suppression and other pollution associated 
with remediation, and construction work for the large scale development project are adequate to protect public 
health and the environment.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
Southern Avenue Industrial Area (South Gate, CA):  The second round of Vapor Intrusion sampling starts 
January 20.  Approximately eight structures will be targeted for indoor air sampling.  (Contact:  Heather Parker, 
x2-3112 or Romie Duarte, x4-1801) 
 
Brownfields to Healthfields Webinar:  Brownfields staff will participate in a webinar on January 20 
sponsored by the Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County to share information on Brownfields 
resources and technical assistance.  The webinar is focused on sharing federal and state resources that could 
assist organizations looking for funding to create new health access points in under-served communities.  The 
Brownfields to Healthfields Initiative is a national effort to convert under-utilized properties, containing known 
or suspected contamination, into assets that can benefit the health of disadvantaged communities, such as health 
clinics, parks, recreation facilities, grocery stores, or community gardens.  (Contact:  Noemi Emeric-Ford, x4-
1821) 
 
Del Amo Soil & NAPL OU:  On January 14, Judge Manuel L. Real entered the Del Amo OU1 RD/RA 
Consent Decree.  This CD provides for performance of the cleanup work set forth in the OU1 ROD as well as 
settlement of all OU1 costs and outstanding site-wide costs (incurred during pre-remedial phases and NPL 
listing phases).  Shell will be submitting payment for past costs within 60 days, amounting to $1.2 million, to be 
deposited into the Del Amo Special Account.  (Contact:  Dante.Rodriguez, x2-3166 or Sarah Mueller, x2-3953) 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  Project team staff participated in a call arranged by OCR on January 19 
with the DC and District staff of Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) to brief them on the proposed listing of the 
Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL.  Also presented was the work EPA is doing to address concerns at the 
Eureka Smelter Site.  In addition, the final response to an incoming letter from Nevada Senator Reid expressing 
his support of EPA’s proposed listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine to the NPL was signed by the Regional 
Administrator on January 14.  [Contacts:  Dave Seter, x2-3250; Dante Rodriguez, x2-3166; and Eugenia Chow, 
x2-3160) 
 
Alameda Naval Air Station:  The Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD) for Operable Unit 1, Site 16 
groundwater was signed this week.  The ESD revises the conceptual site model to remove ingestion of the site 
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groundwater as an exposure pathway, per recent Water Board action; and confirms the protectiveness of the 
vapor intrusion pathway for the intended commercial/industrial reuse.  Residential development would be 
allowed with agency-approved vapor control systems.  (Contact:  Chris Lichens, x2-3149) 
 
Palos Verdes Shelf Superfund Site:  On January 21, in support of the Site Institutional Control Program, RPM 
Ramsey is traveling to Los Angeles to participate in an Angler Educational Outreach Workshop.  This 
Workshop was recommended by EPA in order to review and reassess angler outreach techniques, messages, 
and data collection efforts with key Fish Contamination Education Collaborative (FCEC) Angler Outreach 
partners including Heal the Bay and Cabrillo Marine Aquarium.  (Contact:  Phillip Ramsey, x2-3006) 
 
2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day:  On January 21, Johnstone represented the Region at a planning 
meeting, with Certified Unified Program Agency and Ammonia Training Safety Institute representatives, for 
the 2016 Bay Area Chemical Safety Day, to be held on 2 August at the San Ramon Valley Learning 
Center.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard (San Francisco, CA):  On January 28, at 12:00 p.m., Greenaction and other 
nonprofit organizations plan to protest outside of the Lennar Urban Shipyard Sales Office, a half a block from 
EPA’s Office.  They are protesting against Lennar Urban’s construction on and near the Hunters Point Naval 
Shipyard Superfund site.  They are concerned about construction dust, exposure to contamination, and 
gentrification.  In addition, the groups plan to protest at EPA at 12:45 pm.  All employees will receive a 
message with more details before the event.  (Contact:  Jackie Lane, x2-3236, and Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
ADEQ MSCA:  EPA management and staff will meet with ADEQ to discuss Site status and MSCA issues. 
 
2016 Pima County Hazardous Materials Safety Workshop (January 27):  EPA will making an Executive 
Order 13650 - Chemical Safety and Security presentation.  The workshop typically has about 250 attendees 
representing industry, first responders and government agencies.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Three Region Emergency Preparedness Meeting:  On February 2-4, the Region will host federal and state 
representatives from Regions 8, 9 and 10 at the Great American West's first '3-region' Emergency Preparedness 
conference in San Diego.  In partnership with the Office of Emergency Management, we are bringing together 
State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) representatives with federal agencies (Pipeline Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration, Federal OSHA, Department of Homeland Security) and state agencies 
(California Office of Spill Prevention and Response, California Environmental Protection Agency) for 
discussions centered on the implementation of Executive Order 13650 - Improving Chemical Facility Safety 
and Security.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
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Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 

Other Information  

Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the EPA/ADEQ Annual MSCA Meeting in 
Phoenix, AZ, on January 28-29.  Nancy Lindsay is acting. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:14 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/08/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Rockets, Fireworks, and Flares (RFF):  One of the graduates of EPA's RFF Job Training Initiative is 
expected to be employed by RC Foster and Sons, the prime construction contractor for the RFF OU01 remedial 
action.  The graduate is being enrolled in the Associated General Contractors (AGC) apprenticeship program, 
which should  make him eligible to work with other contractors that make use of the AGC program and to work 
his way up to journeyman wages and status over time.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Autumnwood Development (Wildomar, CA):  EPA completed an evaluation of environmental issues and 
prior investigation work by the State at the Autumnwood development in Wildomar, CA and sent a letter 
describing our findings and conclusions to Director Barbara Lee of DTSC.  We plan to meet with Penny 
Newman of the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice and some of the Autumnwood 
residents in coming weeks to discuss our findings.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site.  Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site.  (Contact:  Chris Weden, x2-3041) 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump 
pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On January 5, we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also, on January 5, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
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February bottom-kill operation.  This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response.  On January 
7, EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for January 
11.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Abandoned Uranium Mines, Cameron, AZ:  We met with representatives of El Paso Natural Gas and the 
Navajo Nation EPA regarding El Paso's workplan to investigate 19 abandoned uranium mines in the Cameron, 
Arizona area (near Flagstaff) on the Navajo Reservation.  We are planning to oversee fieldwork at these mines 
in the summer, 2016.  (Contact:  Zizi Searles, x2-3178) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  EPA issued a conditional approval for the RPs' proposed residential mitigation 
plans for three buildings in the Offsite Operable Unit (Duane/San Miguel Avenue neighborhood).  The plans 
propose the installation of active crawlspace venting systems in the affected buildings.  The project team is 
preparing cover letters & translations of the materials in Spanish and Chinese and will send shortly to the 
property owners.  The RPs will finalize and re-submit the plans to EPA for final review and approval following 
discussions with the property owners and tenants.  The project team is also preparing a series of letters to 
upstairs tenants in affected buildings, notifying the residents of the ground-floor sampling results and mitigation 
plans, and offering upstairs sampling after mitigation activities are complete.  These letters will be hand-
delivered via another door-to-door outreach event later this month or in early February.  (Contact:  Melanie 
Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord:  Last week EPA staff issued notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) that it has invoked Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
Federal Facility Agreement and in response to the Army’s December 2 submittal of a Draft Final - Military 
Munitions Response Program - Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI).  The basis for EPA’s IDR 
invocation is that the MMRP-RI does not adequately address a number of EPA general comments and concerns 
that were previously provided (on an April 2015 draft version) and, more concerning, the report has been 
modified through the deletion of critical information that was not requested by EPA or the State, or which are 
not consistent with the April 2015 Draft version of the MMRP-RI.  The two striking examples of the unsolicited 
modifications to the MMRP-RI include; (1) the deletion of critical information on a newly identified exposure 
pathway and threat to human health and the environment from the redistribution of munitions from the Port 
Chicago Water Explosion Area by mechanical dredging to multiple terrestrial and open water dredge disposal 
areas in the region, and (2) the deletion of critical technical information on the investigation and identification 
of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden boxcars from the Port Chicago Explosion (an aspect of the Port 
Chicago Explosion which has been a focus of EPA).  Prior to IDR discussion(s) with the Army anticipated in 
January, EPA staff and management will coordinate internally and with the State.  (Contact: Phillip Ramsey, 
x2-3006) 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity 
building.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture:  The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the 
settlement.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)  PENDING 
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Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On January 12 and 13, we will co-chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on January 14.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central 
Coast.  (Contact:  Donn Zuroski, x2-3035) 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training:  The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street.  OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech.  (Contact:  Steve Calanog, x2-3075) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  R9 OCR reached out to Jason Reiderer, Legislative Director for 
Congressman Amodei in follow up to his request to set up a briefing for their office on Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding a proposed listing of the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine to the National Priorities List (NPL).  R9 OCR is exploring some days and times for 
next week as Congressman Amodei would like to join this briefing. R9 OCR has alerted RA Blumenfeld of the 
Congressman’s interest in participating in the call.  R9 OCR has also confirmed that Kyle Lykins, Senior 
Legislative Assistant and Sarah Waggoner, Community Affairs Liaison in the North Las Vegas District Office 
of Congressman Cresent Hardy will participate in a conference call on January 12 at 2:00pm to brief them on 
the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine.  The Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site is located within 
Congressman Crescent Hardy’s Congressional District.  (Contacts:  Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 
2-3166; and Eugenia Chow at 2-3160) 
 
Northeast Church Rock Mine, Navajo Nation:  We responded to an inquiry from Senator Heinrich, 
forwarding a list of questions from the Red Water Pond Road Community Association, a community living 
adjacent to the Northeast Church Rock on the Navajo Nation.  In addition, we continued field construction for 
four homes to provide alternative housing to sixteen members of the Red Water Pond Road Community during 
the anticipated multi-year cleanup activities at the NECR mine site.  (Contact:  Sara Jacobs, x2-3564) 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the Superfund Managers Retreat on January 11 
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at the SF Warehouse. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Christina Cheng <Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2015 3:49 PM
To: Gaudario, Abigail;Miller, Amy;Herrera, Angeles;Keener, Bill;Maier, Brent;Tenley, 

Clancy;Steiner, Cyntia;Meer, Daniel;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, Deldi;Manzanilla, 
Enrique;Weber, Fe;Deyoe, Jeremy;Lyons, John;Anderson, Julie;Johnson, Kathleen;Zito, 
Kelly;Vianu, Libby;DIGNAN, LILIA;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Lindsay, 
Nancy;Knowles, Robert;Harris-Bishop, Rusty;Stollman, Scott;Heller, Zoe

Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA;Fong, Wendy
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 12/18/2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
SolarOne, RichmondBUILD, Environmental Workforce Development & Job Training:  On December 16, 
EPA staff will speak at a media-only event marking the groundbreaking of the Marin Clean Energy SolarOne 
project in Richmond, Ca.  Marin Clean Energy, a public not for profit electricity provider for the City of 
Richmond, has secured a land option and lease agreement to lease a 60-acre brownfield site at Chevron’s 
Richmond Refinery for the purpose of developing a new photovoltaic solar facility of up to 12 
megawatts.  Once completed, the Solar One Project will be the single largest solar farm in the San Francisco 
Bay Area.  Stion has been selected as the developer and construction manager.  Both Marin Clean Energy and 
Stion have committed to a goal of 50% local hire and all new hires will come from the RichmondBUILD 
program that is supported by an EPA’s Environmental Workforce & Job Training grant.  All new hires are 
required to possess a Hazwoper certification.  RichmonBUILD’s recent class of graduates have received 
specific solar installation training for this facility.  (Contact: Nova Blazej, x2-3846) 
 

mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov>


10

 
RichmondBuild students working on a practice solar rack. 
 
 
Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine:  EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers conducted a site visit on December 15 
to plan for contingency sampling, analysis, and communication should the accumulated waters in mine pit 
threaten to overflow during the winter.  The impoundment is designed to overflow in a controlled manner in 
extremely wet years; this last occurred in the El Nino winter of 1998/1999.  The EPA and ACOE team met with 
critical stakeholders the Elem Indian Colony and the Clearlake Oaks County Water District to select potential 
pre-event and event sampling locations.  The ACOE will develop a sampling plan in the next few weeks, and 
we will circulate it to stakeholders to maintain awareness and communication.  There is approximately 8 feet of 
freeboard in the impoundment at this time, so there is not a near term risk of overflow.  The water level and 
precipitation will be monitored closely.  (Contact:  Gary Riley, x2-3003) 
 
Mt. Diablo Mercury Mine (Marsh Creek Road Abandoned Dump Site):  The PRP has submitted a 
stabilization design plan as a follow-up to a November 19 site visit attended by the RPM and PRP's counsel, 
PRP contractors, and California State Parks.  The mine is pending cleanup under an enforcement order by the 
RWQCB.  The current stabilization plan will provide winter protection of creek bank improvements conducted 
under a 2008 EPA removal order; these improvements are to armor and protect a berm that impounds draining 
from the mine site.  Implementation of the plan is expected to occur within the next few weeks.  (Contact:  Gary 
Riley, x2-3003) 
 
Hunters Point Shipyard:  On December 17, EPA is meeting with the City, its developer Lennar, the Navy, and 
the State to discuss the path forward for allowing Parcel G to be suitable for residential use, rather than the 
commercial/industrial level that the Navy prepared the property for based on initial City redevelopment 
plans.  The Navy would like to transfer the parcel as soon as possible, so all are eager to resolve this issue.  EPA 
would like the City/Developer to excavate additional hot spots, whereas they believe the site can be protective 
as is given the current durable cover.  (Contact:  Lily Lee, x7-4187) 
 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  We are preparing an Information Request Letter under authority 
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of CAA §114 to the Southern California Gas Company, asking for information relating to the facility and the 
uncontrolled methane release from an injection/withdrawal well at the Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage 
Facility.  SoCal Gas is drilling one relief well, preparing a drill site for another relief well and preparing for 
another 'well kill' attempt, possibly early next week.  We are participating in the daily operational briefing calls 
with SoCal Gas and Sempra Utilities.  On December 16, two OSCs participated in a site tour, along with 
representatives from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources and the Lawrence Berkeley and 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
McClellan AFB (Sacramento, CA):  EPA met last week with McClellan Privatization stakeholders 
(McClellan Business Park, Tetra Tech [its contractor], and State regulatory agencies) to discuss the comments 
EPA and the Central Valley Water Quality Control Board provided on the draft final FOSET 2 Action Sites 
RD/RA work plan for the former McClellan Air Force Base.  This RD/RA work plan describes the remedy 
details for 43 McClellan sites under the Privatization process.  The remedies in this RD/RA work plan are 
expected to cost about $24 million and include excavation and off-site disposal of about 61,000 cubic yards of 
contaminated soils.  The meetings resulted in resolution of all remaining comments and clarification of 
confirmation sampling requirements for each site, which will significantly improve the final work plan.  EPA 
and State regulatory agencies have been expediting their reviews of this work plan and attending multi-day 
working sessions to improve the RD/RA work plan and support the goals of Privatization.  (Contact:  Bob 
Fitzgerald, x7-4171) 
 
Cyprus Tohono Mine Site:  On December 14, a successful Consultation meeting was held with the Tohono 
O'odam's Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee and representatives from EPA's Superfund, 
Enforcement and Air Divisions.  The meeting lasted almost three hours and focused primarily on EPA's pending 
air permit application from Cyprus Tohono Corporation (CTC) that needs to be completed (including a formal 
public review process) in the next few months.  Discussions also occurred on the status of Superfund remedial 
investigation (RI) activities, and the forthcoming feasibility study (FS) process, as well as EPA's NEPA 
requirements if mining should restart at the mine site.  It was a very informative meeting for all 
parties.  (Contact:  Andria Benner, x2-3189) 
 
Typhoon Soudelor, Saipan:  We have completed our current scope of work for the two Mission Assignments 
for this federally declared disaster.  Materials shipped off island include: 
9 – 40’ containers with a total of 733 transformer carcasses; 
2- ISO tanks with approximately 12,000 gallons of oil total; 
1 -  40’ container of white goods; and 
2 - 40’ containers of e-waste. 
There remains on island: 
1 - 20’ container with 6 drums of PCB oil, 27 drums of non PCB oil, 1 CYB of contaminated soils and 2 CYB 
of contaminated debris (visqueen liners from transformer collection and pro-clo); and 
1 -  40’ container of HHW. 
The two remaining containers await the lifting of an embargo on hazardous wastes at one of the subsequent 
Ports (Shanghai) along the shipper's (Matson) route. 
 
Yurok Pesticides, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is following up the Yurok Tribe and the Certified Unified 
Program Agency to remove some illegal, abandoned pesticides on tribal land.  This site was referred by the 
Brownfields program.  (Contact:  HarryL Allen, x2-3063) 
 
Sierra Chemical Company reply due:  Sierra Chemical received a Notice of Findings for more then 15+ 
potential violations from a RMP/EPCRA inspection.  Their compliance response and schedule is due to EPA on 
December 18.  At that point, Inspector Henry and ORC (Tessa Berman) will begin the evaluation of substantial 
records and recommend a course of action for the potential enforcement case.  After our 2015 RMP/EPCRA 
inspection, the facility had another release of chlorine and the City of Stockton Fire Department responded, 
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according to our CUPA partner (San Joaquin Valley).  No injuries were reported.  The CUPA also stated a 
hazardous waste inspection was conducted and multiple violations were found.  John Schofield with EPA 
RCRA will be conducting a federal hazardous waste inspection at the facility soon.  (Contact:  Karen Henry x2-
3844) 
 
Local Emergency Response Commission (LEPC) Meeting, Bakersfield, CA:  On December 10, Bill Jones 
made a presentation at the quarterly meeting of the California Region V LEPC.  The presentation focused on 
Executive Order 13650 – Chemical Safety and Security and tools to energize LEPCs.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 
619-235-4776) 
 
Response Support Corps Recruitment:  On December 17, Steve Calanog and Dan Meer hosted a meeting to 
introduce the RSC to new employees and to recruit participants for intermediate ICS training to be delivered in 
January.  We described the RSC role, and talked about different responses that occurred this year.  We will see 
how much interest we have and then consider active recruitment of individuals. 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
Puna Geothermal Ventures:  We received PGV's signature to the Consent Agreement/Final Order settling our 
administrative penalty action and agreeing to pay a penalty of $76,500.  The CA/FO is presently routing thru the 
concurrence chain and we hope that it will be entered before the end of the year.  We will issue a press release 
once the CA/FO has been entered and filed, but likely after the first of the New Year.  (Contact:  Jeremy 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Gibson Wine Co.:  We expect the Department of Justice to file a civil judicial complaint against Gibson Wine 
Co.  Gibson had a release of anhydrous ammonia in September 2014 that caused a fatality.  Region 9 referred 
the matter to DOJ for judicial action under the CAA's General Duty Clause.  DOJ has determined that Gibson 
has not been negotiating in good faith and will file the complaint to commence litigation.  (Contact:  Jeremy 
Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla will be on leave December 23 to January 1.  John Lyons is 
acting on December 23-24, Nancy Lindsay is acting on December 28-30, and Kathi Moore is acting on 
December 31. 
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30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Blumenfeld, Jared
Sent: Sunday, January 10, 2016 4:24 PM
To: Adm13McCarthy, Gina
Cc: Meiburg, Stan;Fritz, Matthew;Rupp, Mark;Purchia, Liz;Distefano, Nichole;Pieh, 

Luseni;Zito, Kelly;Strauss, Alexis;Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Excellent question. We have been tracking the situation very closely given the potentially devastating impacts of dam 
failure. These include submerging the town of Jackson, CA in 13 feet of acid mine tailings. We held a summit with CA in 
last year (15) which led to them investing +$1 million in measures (now completed) to divert El Niño flows. The cracks 
are not a good sign but I don't yet know the correlation to dam integrity. Will keep all in loop as we learn more. This is a 
very high priority for R9 and Cal EPA.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 3:00 PM, Adm13McCarthy, Gina <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> wrote: 

Jared do you have a sense of the potential risk and or impacts associated with the diagonal cracks found 
in the arch buttress of the Argonaut Mine tailings dam?  Just want to make sure we keep in step with 
the Corp on this.   
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 5:58 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: Gov. Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  Cong. Sherman 
sent a second letter Jan. 5 to EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, CADiv. of Oil and Gas 
(DOGGR), So. Coast AQMD and the CA PUC, requesting the parties work together to 
stop the leak sooner. We participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, state and local 
agencies, led an incident-specific Regional response Team call Jan. 7, and plan for a 
similar National Response Team call Jan. 11.  On Thursday, SoCalGas agreed to the terms 
of a So. Coast AQMD order which will be adopted at their board hearing Saturday 
morning, near the site.  The order calls for increased capture and incineration of natural 
gas (via carbon adsorbers and thermal oxidizers), funding a health study on the potential 
impacts to the community, stepped-up air monitoring, and continuous monitoring of 
the leak with an infrared camera.  The company will improve its leak detection, 
reporting and inspection practices, will withdraw the maximum amount of gas from the 
storage facility as quickly as possible, and provide records to So. Coast AQMD, including 
the 1,600 odor complaints it has received, the amount of gas it has injected and 
withdrawn from the facility. I had a call this morning with Senator Boxer and briefed 
Nichole on the outcomes.  
  
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural 
assessment of the Argonaut tailings dam last week, given winter weather. Diagonal 
cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses.  

mailto:Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov
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Hawaii SRF: Hawaii DOH informed us they have met our interim targets in their Drinking 
Water SRF corrective action plan ahead of the Jan. 28 deadline. We withheld most of 
their FY15 capitalization grant; once we confirm DOH has met the targets, we will award 
the remaining FY15 grant funds.  
  
Carbon Sequestration/Healthy Soils: next Wednesday, January 13, I’ll tour the TomKat 
Ranch in Pescadero, CA to learn about its focus on sustainable land use, carbon 
sequestration, water management, and soil health. 
  
Army Corps Meeting: next Friday, January 15, I’ll meet in Los Angeles with the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ Los Angeles District Commander, Col. Kirk Gibbs, to discuss 
Rosemont Mine. 
  
Anaconda Mine, NV: We’ll brief Congressman Amodei on the Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine Site and our recent letter to Gov. Sandoval regarding our NPL listing 
proposal. We plan to brief Congressman Hardy’s office on January 12 (the site is in his 
district).  
  
Hawaii: the week of January 19, I will be in Hawaii to meet with the new NAVFAC Pacific 
Commander re Red Hill and Hawaii DOH’s Deputy Director, then visit Midway Atoll to 
see firsthand the PCB contamination and marine debris. 
  
  
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415-947-8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Blumenfeld, Jared
Sent: Sunday, January 10, 2016 4:10 PM
To: Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Fwd: R9 Weekender

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Can you help me answer this.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Adm13McCarthy, Gina" <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> 
Date: January 10, 2016 at 3:00:34 PM PST 
To: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Meiburg, Stan" <Meiburg.Stan@epa.gov>, "Fritz, Matthew" <Fritz.Matthew@epa.gov>, "Rupp, 
Mark" <Rupp.Mark@epa.gov>, "Purchia, Liz" <Purchia.Liz@epa.gov>, "Distefano, Nichole" 
<DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>, "Pieh, Luseni" <Pieh.Luseni@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" 
<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender 

Jared do you have a sense of the potential risk and or impacts associated with the diagonal cracks found 
in the arch buttress of the Argonaut Mine tailings dam?  Just want to make sure we keep in step with 
the Corp on this.   
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 5:58 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: Gov. Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  Cong. Sherman 
sent a second letter Jan. 5 to EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, CADiv. of Oil and Gas 
(DOGGR), So. Coast AQMD and the CA PUC, requesting the parties work together to 
stop the leak sooner. We participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, state and local 
agencies, led an incident-specific Regional response Team call Jan. 7, and plan for a 
similar National Response Team call Jan. 11.  On Thursday, SoCalGas agreed to the terms 
of a So. Coast AQMD order which will be adopted at their board hearing Saturday 
morning, near the site.  The order calls for increased capture and incineration of natural 
gas (via carbon adsorbers and thermal oxidizers), funding a health study on the potential 
impacts to the community, stepped-up air monitoring, and continuous monitoring of 
the leak with an infrared camera.  The company will improve its leak detection, 
reporting and inspection practices, will withdraw the maximum amount of gas from the 
storage facility as quickly as possible, and provide records to So. Coast AQMD, including 
the 1,600 odor complaints it has received, the amount of gas it has injected and 
withdrawn from the facility. I had a call this morning with Senator Boxer and briefed 
Nichole on the outcomes.  
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Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural 
assessment of the Argonaut tailings dam last week, given winter weather. Diagonal 
cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses.  
  
Hawaii SRF: Hawaii DOH informed us they have met our interim targets in their Drinking 
Water SRF corrective action plan ahead of the Jan. 28 deadline. We withheld most of 
their FY15 capitalization grant; once we confirm DOH has met the targets, we will award 
the remaining FY15 grant funds.  
  
Carbon Sequestration/Healthy Soils: next Wednesday, January 13, I’ll tour the TomKat 
Ranch in Pescadero, CA to learn about its focus on sustainable land use, carbon 
sequestration, water management, and soil health. 
  
Army Corps Meeting: next Friday, January 15, I’ll meet in Los Angeles with the Army 
Corps of Engineers’ Los Angeles District Commander, Col. Kirk Gibbs, to discuss 
Rosemont Mine. 
  
Anaconda Mine, NV: We’ll brief Congressman Amodei on the Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine Site and our recent letter to Gov. Sandoval regarding our NPL listing 
proposal. We plan to brief Congressman Hardy’s office on January 12 (the site is in his 
district).  
  
Hawaii: the week of January 19, I will be in Hawaii to meet with the new NAVFAC Pacific 
Commander re Red Hill and Hawaii DOH’s Deputy Director, then visit Midway Atoll to 
see firsthand the PCB contamination and marine debris. 
  
  
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415-947-8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Ball, Harold
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 9:01 AM
To: Herrera, Angeles
Cc: Rodriguez, Dante;Seter, David;Dirscherl, Christopher;Helmlinger, Andrew;Chow, 

Eugenia;Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: FW: End of Day -- December 30, 2015
Attachments: 20151227 Reid to Blumenfeld re Anaconda.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From below at: 
 
http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
 
===== 
Harold Ball, Chief, NV & Federal Facilities Section (S82), EPA Region 9 Superfund, w) 415.972.3047, c) 415.819.9821, 
ball.harold@epa.gov 
 
From: Keener, Bill  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 4:26 PM 
Subject: End of Day -- December 30, 2015 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Al Jazeera (Los Angeles): Reporter David Douglas was looking for information on EPA involvement in the Aliso Canyon 
natural gas leak. Send him Dec. 18 information request letter and EPA response to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. 
Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Natural Gas Intelligence/Shale Daily: West Coast correspondent Richard Nemec was looking for information on EPA 
involvement in the Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. Sent him Dec. 18 information request letter signed by Sfund director 
Enrique Manzanilla. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Upvoted.com: Gabrielle Canon, writer for Upvoted.com (Reddit), was seeking information on Aliso Canyon natural gas 
leak. Provided information request letter and letter to Congressman Brad Sherman. SFUND. Closed. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Social Media:  
Safer Choice Labels – As part of the 2015 Year in Review, posted to our Facebook and Twitter pages about our EPA Safer 
Choice label and linked to Gina’s video launching the new label. 
 

http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared
mailto:ball.harold@epa.gov
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CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30):  Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier had a follow up call with Congressman 
Brad Sherman’s Chief of Staff, Don MacDonald; Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director; Lauren Attard, Legislative Counsel; 
and John Alford, Senior Policy Advisor in the Sherman Oaks District Office to update them on EPA’s role and our sending 
of an information request to Southern California Gas following receipt of our recent response to the Congressman’s 
incoming letter regarding Aliso Canyon natural gas leak. We agreed to let the call participants know that Southern 
California Gas has provided the requested documents for our information request under CAA Section 114. Sylvia will let 
Brent know that we have received the requested information and will provide them with an update.  
 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA): Regional Counsel Sylvia Quast and Brent Maier along with Bill Keener and Kelly Zito had a 
call with Ken Rooney, Legislative Assistant in the Senator’s DC office; Cameron Onumah, Senior Field Representative; 
Kevin Chang, Field Representative; and Ryan Williams, Staff Assistant in the Senator’s Los Angeles Office about the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas leak who contacted us regarding EPA’s role and involvement with any ongoing investigation. As 
follow-up, Ken Rooney requested that we schedule a call for some time the week of January 11th to circle back with our 
office once we have had a chance to review the information provided by SoCal Gas in response to our CAA Sec. 114 
request. Brent will follow up on the scheduling of a subsequent call to update them on our review of the information 
provided. We also agreed during the call to provide them with a point of contact that they can talk with regarding 
operations and Sylvia Quast provided the participants with the name of the Incident Commander, Jimmie Cho, who is 
organizing the daily calls is Jimmie Cho, along with his contact information. 
 
Rep. Doug LaMalfa (R-CA-1):  A new incoming letter from Congressman Doug LaMalfa (#AL-16-000-2871) sent to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOI Secretary Sally Jewell regarding Iron Mountain Mine Superfund Site was 
controlled to Region IX for development of a response for signature by Regional Administrator. This letter will be 
controlled to Lily Tavassoli in Superfund for development of a draft response. Because this incoming letter was directed 
to both DOI and EPA, I will follow up with OCIR as to the process for coordination in development of a response and 
discuss with Lily any guidance from OCIR. The due date for a final signed response is January 13, 2016. A copy of the 
incoming letter is available at the following link: 
https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf 
 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV): A letter to RA from Senator Harry Reid dated December 27, 2015 supporting the proposed 
listing of Anaconda was obtained via the Senator’s website.  Awaiting arrival of hardcopy to Front Office. Brent Maier 
has entered this letter into our Congressional Correspondence Management System (CMS) and control this letter and 
prepare a yellow folder for delivery to Angeles Herrera in Superfund. A copy of the incoming letter is available at the 
following link: http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared-
Blumenfeld.pdf 
 
Congressional Outreach on Proposed Approval of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-Hour Ozone Standard: Brent 
Maier notified Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representatives Costa, Denham, McCarthy, McClintock, 
McNerney, Nunes, and Valadao about Deputy Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss signing a Federal Register notice on 
December 24th proposing to approve the bulk of the SJV 2013 Ozone Plan for the 1-hour ozone standard, as well as 
demonstrations relating to vehicle miles traveled for 1997 8-hr ozone standard.    
 
 
 

https://lamalfa.house.gov/sites/lamalfa.house.gov/files/documents/LettertoSecretaryJewell.pdf
http://www.reid.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Letter-to-Regional-Administrator-Jared
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Allen, HarryL
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:16 PM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Cc: Meer, Daniel;Eoc, Epahq;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, 
Fatima;Benson, Craig

Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 29 December 2015

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Updates in bold/ital/underline 

 
 

PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  
29 December 2015  
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern California 
Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in the northern San 
Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for 
storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of approximately 
30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live approximately 1 mile away and 
1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, Well SS 25, 
is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, 
one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites): 

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 61 degrees high on Tues. Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
  
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

• Drilling relief wells to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
• Gas withdrawal at the facility to further reduce overall storage reservoir pressure and leak flow rate.  
• Evaluate feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  
• Reviewing engineering solutions to capture gas escaping from SS25 surface area.  
• Put SS25 into production by attaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure piping. 
Post well killclean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds. 
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Operations unchanged since 12/28 
  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was installed. 
The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the condition of 
the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back from the bore hole and is in 
the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the 
bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater 
around the well head may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the 
well head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing 
equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options for gas capture at the 
well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, incineration or treatment 
through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now 
they are just considering destruction, either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD 
pointed out that they would need permits for either of those options. Gas capture would require them to 
construct a platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like 
there were many feasible options for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility. SoCal 
Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for installation to 
date.  A revised air monitoring plan will be submitted to AQMD this week.  
Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource Center(CRC) 
which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit site 12/28/2015. Local 
Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they have 15 
companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties have potential 
impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

• Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in Porter 
Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests are in process, 1035 newly 
assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 900 residents have declined 
relocation and 139 have checked out and gonehome. 

  
• Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as weather 
stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are scheduled for whole 
house air purification systems. 

  

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resouces Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of greenhouse gas 
emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume was reported as 1.6 
MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 kg methane per hour. 
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Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
  
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous materials, 
and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA proposes to issue a Notice of Violation 
in the coming week.   
  
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite the temporary 
relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation will be in effect for 
the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume on 1/11 in the space available.  
  
SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will require 
SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts 
of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, 
members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the 
facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 
SCAQMD’s petition. 

 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Dec 28, 2015, at 4:38 PM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

New information is shaded yellow.   
  
  
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
  
  
  

<Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf> 

mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Adm13McCarthy, Gina
Sent: Sunday, January 10, 2016 4:31 PM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared
Cc: Meiburg, Stan;Fritz, Matthew;Rupp, Mark;Purchia, Liz;Distefano, Nichole;Pieh, 

Luseni;Zito, Kelly;Strauss, Alexis;Manzanilla, Enrique
Subject: Re: R9 Weekender

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

On thanks Jared.  Let me know if there is a need for high level intervention.  Recent dam failures have shown us just how 
devastating they can be.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 7:23 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Excellent question. We have been tracking the situation very closely given the potentially devastating 
impacts of dam failure. These include submerging the town of Jackson, CA in 13 feet of acid mine 
tailings. We held a summit with CA in last year (15) which led to them investing +$1 million in measures 
(now completed) to divert El Niño flows. The cracks are not a good sign but I don't yet know the 
correlation to dam integrity. Will keep all in loop as we learn more. This is a very high priority for R9 and 
Cal EPA.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 10, 2016, at 3:00 PM, Adm13McCarthy, Gina <Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov> wrote: 

Jared do you have a sense of the potential risk and or impacts associated with the 
diagonal cracks found in the arch buttress of the Argonaut Mine tailings dam?  Just want 
to make sure we keep in step with the Corp on this.   
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 5:58 PM, Blumenfeld, Jared <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> wrote: 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak: Gov. Brown declared a state of 
emergency in Porter Ranch, the residential community closest to the 
Aliso Canyon facility.  Cong. Sherman sent a second letter Jan. 5 to EPA, 
PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, CADiv. of Oil and Gas (DOGGR), So. Coast 
AQMD and the CA PUC, requesting the parties work together to stop 
the leak sooner. We participate in daily calls with SoCalGas, state and 
local agencies, led an incident-specific Regional response Team call Jan. 
7, and plan for a similar National Response Team call Jan. 11.  On 
Thursday, SoCalGas agreed to the terms of a So. Coast AQMD order 
which will be adopted at their board hearing Saturday morning, near 
the site.  The order calls for increased capture and incineration of 
natural gas (via carbon adsorbers and thermal oxidizers), funding a 
health study on the potential impacts to the community, stepped-up air 

mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:Adm13McCarthy.Gina@epa.gov
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
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monitoring, and continuous monitoring of the leak with an infrared 
camera.  The company will improve its leak detection, reporting and 
inspection practices, will withdraw the maximum amount of gas from 
the storage facility as quickly as possible, and provide records to So. 
Coast AQMD, including the 1,600 odor complaints it has received, the 
amount of gas it has injected and withdrawn from the facility. I had a 
call this morning with Senator Boxer and briefed Nichole on the 
outcomes.  
  
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA: The US Army Corps of Engineers 
completed a structural assessment of the Argonaut tailings dam last 
week, given winter weather. Diagonal cracks were encountered in the 
arch buttresses.  
  
Hawaii SRF: Hawaii DOH informed us they have met our interim targets 
in their Drinking Water SRF corrective action plan ahead of the Jan. 28 
deadline. We withheld most of their FY15 capitalization grant; once we 
confirm DOH has met the targets, we will award the remaining FY15 
grant funds.  
  
Carbon Sequestration/Healthy Soils: next Wednesday, January 13, I’ll 
tour the TomKat Ranch in Pescadero, CA to learn about its focus on 
sustainable land use, carbon sequestration, water management, and 
soil health. 
  
Army Corps Meeting: next Friday, January 15, I’ll meet in Los Angeles 
with the Army Corps of Engineers’ Los Angeles District Commander, Col. 
Kirk Gibbs, to discuss Rosemont Mine. 
  
Anaconda Mine, NV: We’ll brief Congressman Amodei on the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine Site and our recent letter to Gov. Sandoval 
regarding our NPL listing proposal. We plan to brief Congressman 
Hardy’s office on January 12 (the site is in his district).  
  
Hawaii: the week of January 19, I will be in Hawaii to meet with the new 
NAVFAC Pacific Commander re Red Hill and Hawaii DOH’s Deputy 
Director, then visit Midway Atoll to see firsthand the PCB contamination 
and marine debris. 
  
  
Jared Blumenfeld 
U.S. EPA 
Regional Administrator 
Pacific Southwest 
415-947-8702 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Sunday, January 24, 2016 4:54 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie;Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 21Jan16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Nitin 
 
Per our discussion last Friday, we will join you for the nrt call (will you all be back to work after all the snow?).  
 
Please note the item below on gas withdrawals and the state's concerns about withdrawals and their impact on gas 
availability and reliability.  The senators letters from mid January requested an analysis of withdrawal amounts.   It 
would seem appropriate to ascertain whether phmsa or DOE labs have evaluated the state's posture on withdrawals 
from both a technical and reliability perspective.  Press reports this weekend indicate that Methane releases have 
decreased significantly since a peak in November because of the withdrawals to date.   
 
There seems to be good progress on the relief well.  Again, it would be interesting to hear from phmsa and DOE on relief 
wells.  I assume the state has engaged them directly.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 21, 2016 at 12:42:57 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, 
Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, 
Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, 
"Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Irizarry, Gilberto" <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>, "Adams, 
Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 

New Information Shaded Yellow.   
  
Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets 
with any significant developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ 

mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
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mailto:Kao.Jessica@epa.gov
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mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February 
but will most likely be sooner. 
  
Dan 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  
  



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
21 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 
DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 
these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 
government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 
Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 
run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use end of 
February  as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 
January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 
well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February 

.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 
performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-
25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 
preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 
pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 
components to the site  



 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 
and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 
national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 



 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 6:42 AM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie;Meer, Daniel;Blumenfeld, Jared
Subject: Fwd: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre 

Decisional - Do Not Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Per your request  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 19, 2016 at 3:10:37 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, 
Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, 
Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, 
"Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Irizarry, Gilberto" <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>, "Adams, 
Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do 
Not Release 

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
  
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
  
Corrected bullet here: 
  
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 
“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 
well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 
plan. 
  
Thanks, Dan 
  

mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:cheatham.reggie@epa.gov
mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov
mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
mailto:Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov
mailto:Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov
mailto:Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
mailto:Boone.David@epa.gov
mailto:Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov
mailto:Lee.Eugene@epa.gov
mailto:Schumann.Jean@epa.gov
mailto:Moore.Letitia@epa.gov
mailto:Minor.Dustin@epa.gov
mailto:ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV
mailto:Zabel.Allan@epa.gov
mailto:Kao.Jessica@epa.gov
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Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  
  



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:13 PM
To: Elizabeth Adams;Lakin, Matt
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.11.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Monday, January 11, 2016 5:12 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Strauss, Alexis <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>; Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, 
Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 11 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
11 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the  design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas. 
 On 11 January, Regional Response Team 9 briefed the National Response Team 
on the Aliso Canyon incident. On this call the RRT9 requested the NRT to convene a 
federal task force of well control experts to advise and consult on the safety and 
operation of the Gas Capture and Disposition System being proposed by SoCal Gas. The 
Department of Energy representative on the NRT call will take this request back to the 
DOE fossil energy and science and technology programs regarding experts that might 
be available to help.  The Department of Interior s USGS and Bureau of Safety and 



Environmenta l Enforcement may also have some expertise. Mike Faulkner, the NRT 
executive director will coordinate the convening of this advisory panel.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weathe r  is  fo reca s t  fo r  high wind s  to  re sume . This  could  
imp ac t  wo rk  occurr ing a t  S S - 2 5  ( fo r  examp le ,  ins ta lla t ion o f the  4 t h  
co a lesc ing t ray) .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
educe overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
ttaching piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  

Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

Drilling has reached approximately 7197 feet. Ranging run #11 is being 
performed today. Relief well #1 is on schedule for completion at the end of February or 
early March. Drilling will slow significantly as they approach 8000 feet because the 
ranging runs will have to be performed at a greater frequency, to accurately establish the 
position of RW#1 in relation to SS-25. Drilling is occurring around the clock. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

SoCal Gas is preparing to put down the cement/soil slurry on Relief Well #2 
drilling pad. 

Gas Capture Options:  



SoCal Gas received permiss io n from SCAQMD to begin constructio n of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installa t io n of additiona l equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additiona l work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the applicat ion so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system.  

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 
as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  



On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

California Air Resources Board 
On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change


 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
Compilation of Stories 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-porter-ranch-gas-leak-live-htmlstory.html
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:56 PM
To: Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 8 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.08.16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 8, 2016 at 12:41:23 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, 
"Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Irizarry, Gilberto" <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 8 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 

New information is shaded yellow.  Dan M 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
8 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather is  forecast  to be  clear and sunny.   
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 



 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
awal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 
 Drilling has reached approximately 6460 feet. Ranging run #10 is scheduled for a 
depth of approximately 6610 feet. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

The clear weather should allow for continued preparation of the drill pad for 
RW#2. 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system .  



Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  



Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 8:50 AM
To: Christina Cheng
Subject: RE: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/08/2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Please add all the superfund managers to the TO list. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Christina Cheng [mailto:Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:14 PM 
To: Gaudario, Abigail <Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov>; Miller, Amy <Miller.Amy@epa.gov>; Herrera, Angeles 
<Herrera.Angeles@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Tenley, Clancy 
<Tenley.Clancy@epa.gov>; Steiner, Cyntia <Steiner.Cyntia@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Higuchi, 
Dean <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>; Reyes, Deldi <Reyes.Deldi@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Weber, Fe <Weber.Fe@epa.gov>; Deyoe, Jeremy <deyoe.jeremy@epa.gov>; Lyons, 
John <Lyons.John@epa.gov>; Anderson, Julie <Anderson.Julie@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Vianu, Libby <Vianu.Libby@epa.gov>; DIGNAN, LILIA 
<Dignan.Lilia@epa.gov>; PerezSullivan, Margot <PerezSullivan.Margot@epa.gov>; Mogharabi, Nahal 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Knowles, Robert 
<Knowles.Robert@epa.gov>; Harris-Bishop, Rusty <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov>; Stollman, Scott 
<Stollman.Scott@epa.gov>; Heller, Zoe <Heller.Zoe@epa.gov> 
Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA <Cheng.Christina@epa.gov>; Fong, Wendy <Fong.Wendy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/08/2016 
 
 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Rockets, Fireworks, and Flares (RFF):  One of the graduates of EPA's RFF Job Training Initiative is 
expected to be employed by RC Foster and Sons, the prime construction contractor for the RFF OU01 remedial 
action.  The graduate is being enrolled in the Associated General Contractors (AGC) apprenticeship program, 
which should  make him eligible to work with other contractors that make use of the AGC program and to work 
his way up to journeyman wages and status over time.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Autumnwood Development (Wildomar, CA):  EPA completed an evaluation of environmental issues and 
prior investigation work by the State at the Autumnwood development in Wildomar, CA and sent a letter 
describing our findings and conclusions to Director Barbara Lee of DTSC.  We plan to meet with Penny 
Newman of the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice and some of the Autumnwood 
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residents in coming weeks to discuss our findings.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site.  Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site.  (Contact:  Chris Weden, x2-3041) 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump 
pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On January 5, we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also, on January 5, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
February bottom-kill operation.  This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response.  On January 
7, EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for January 
11.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Abandoned Uranium Mines, Cameron, AZ:  We met with representatives of El Paso Natural Gas and the 
Navajo Nation EPA regarding El Paso's workplan to investigate 19 abandoned uranium mines in the Cameron, 
Arizona area (near Flagstaff) on the Navajo Reservation.  We are planning to oversee fieldwork at these mines 
in the summer, 2016.  (Contact:  Zizi Searles, x2-3178) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  EPA issued a conditional approval for the RPs' proposed residential mitigation 
plans for three buildings in the Offsite Operable Unit (Duane/San Miguel Avenue neighborhood).  The plans 
propose the installation of active crawlspace venting systems in the affected buildings.  The project team is 
preparing cover letters & translations of the materials in Spanish and Chinese and will send shortly to the 
property owners.  The RPs will finalize and re-submit the plans to EPA for final review and approval following 
discussions with the property owners and tenants.  The project team is also preparing a series of letters to 
upstairs tenants in affected buildings, notifying the residents of the ground-floor sampling results and mitigation 
plans, and offering upstairs sampling after mitigation activities are complete.  These letters will be hand-
delivered via another door-to-door outreach event later this month or in early February.  (Contact:  Melanie 
Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord:  Last week EPA staff issued notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) that it has invoked Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
Federal Facility Agreement and in response to the Army’s December 2 submittal of a Draft Final - Military 
Munitions Response Program - Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI).  The basis for EPA’s IDR 
invocation is that the MMRP-RI does not adequately address a number of EPA general comments and concerns 
that were previously provided (on an April 2015 draft version) and, more concerning, the report has been 
modified through the deletion of critical information that was not requested by EPA or the State, or which are 
not consistent with the April 2015 Draft version of the MMRP-RI.  The two striking examples of the unsolicited 
modifications to the MMRP-RI include; (1) the deletion of critical information on a newly identified exposure 
pathway and threat to human health and the environment from the redistribution of munitions from the Port 
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Chicago Water Explosion Area by mechanical dredging to multiple terrestrial and open water dredge disposal 
areas in the region, and (2) the deletion of critical technical information on the investigation and identification 
of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden boxcars from the Port Chicago Explosion (an aspect of the Port 
Chicago Explosion which has been a focus of EPA).  Prior to IDR discussion(s) with the Army anticipated in 
January, EPA staff and management will coordinate internally and with the State.  (Contact: Phillip Ramsey, 
x2-3006) 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity 
building.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture:  The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the 
settlement.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)  PENDING 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On January 12 and 13, we will co-chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on January 14.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central 
Coast.  (Contact:  Donn Zuroski, x2-3035) 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training:  The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street.  OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech.  (Contact:  Steve Calanog, x2-3075) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
 
 
 
Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  R9 OCR reached out to Jason Reiderer, Legislative Director for 
Congressman Amodei in follow up to his request to set up a briefing for their office on Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding a proposed listing of the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine to the National Priorities List (NPL).  R9 OCR is exploring some days and times for 
next week as Congressman Amodei would like to join this briefing. R9 OCR has alerted RA Blumenfeld of the 
Congressman’s interest in participating in the call.  R9 OCR has also confirmed that Kyle Lykins, Senior 
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Legislative Assistant and Sarah Waggoner, Community Affairs Liaison in the North Las Vegas District Office 
of Congressman Cresent Hardy will participate in a conference call on January 12 at 2:00pm to brief them on 
the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine.  The Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site is located within 
Congressman Crescent Hardy’s Congressional District.  (Contacts:  Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 
2-3166; and Eugenia Chow at 2-3160) 
 
Northeast Church Rock Mine, Navajo Nation:  We responded to an inquiry from Senator Heinrich, 
forwarding a list of questions from the Red Water Pond Road Community Association, a community living 
adjacent to the Northeast Church Rock on the Navajo Nation.  In addition, we continued field construction for 
four homes to provide alternative housing to sixteen members of the Red Water Pond Road Community during 
the anticipated multi-year cleanup activities at the NECR mine site.  (Contact:  Sara Jacobs, x2-3564) 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the Superfund Managers Retreat on January 11 
at the SF Warehouse. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 8:48 AM
To: Cheatham, Reggie;Tulis, Dana
Cc: Daniel Meer;Nancy Lindsay;Stalcup, Dana;JOHN LYONS (Lyons.John@epa.gov)
Subject: Argonaut

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From our weekly: 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump 
pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 
 
We will schedule a call next week. 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Christina Cheng [mailto:Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 3:14 PM 
To: Gaudario, Abigail <Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov>; Miller, Amy <Miller.Amy@epa.gov>; Herrera, Angeles 
<Herrera.Angeles@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>; Tenley, Clancy 
<Tenley.Clancy@epa.gov>; Steiner, Cyntia <Steiner.Cyntia@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Higuchi, 
Dean <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>; Reyes, Deldi <Reyes.Deldi@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, Enrique 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Weber, Fe <Weber.Fe@epa.gov>; Deyoe, Jeremy <deyoe.jeremy@epa.gov>; Lyons, 
John <Lyons.John@epa.gov>; Anderson, Julie <Anderson.Julie@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Vianu, Libby <Vianu.Libby@epa.gov>; DIGNAN, LILIA 
<Dignan.Lilia@epa.gov>; PerezSullivan, Margot <PerezSullivan.Margot@epa.gov>; Mogharabi, Nahal 
<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Knowles, Robert 
<Knowles.Robert@epa.gov>; Harris-Bishop, Rusty <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov>; Stollman, Scott 
<Stollman.Scott@epa.gov>; Heller, Zoe <Heller.Zoe@epa.gov> 
Cc: CHENG, CHRISTINA <Cheng.Christina@epa.gov>; Fong, Wendy <Fong.Wendy@epa.gov> 
Subject: Weekly Report of Superfund Division for the Week of 01/08/2016 
 
 
 
 
Highlights of Past Week 
 
Rockets, Fireworks, and Flares (RFF):  One of the graduates of EPA's RFF Job Training Initiative is 
expected to be employed by RC Foster and Sons, the prime construction contractor for the RFF OU01 remedial 

mailto:(Lyons.John@epa.gov)
mailto:Cheng.Christina@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:<Gaudario.Abigail@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Miller.Amy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Herrera.Angeles@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Tenley.Clancy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Steiner.Cyntia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Reyes.Deldi@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Weber.Fe@epa.gov>;
mailto:<deyoe.jeremy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lyons.John@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Anderson.Julie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>;
mailto:<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>;
mailto:<Vianu.Libby@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Dignan.Lilia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<PerezSullivan.Margot@epa.gov>;
mailto:<MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>;
mailto:<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Knowles.Robert@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Stollman.Scott@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Heller.Zoe@epa.gov>
mailto:<Cheng.Christina@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Fong.Wendy@epa.gov>


6

action.  The graduate is being enrolled in the Associated General Contractors (AGC) apprenticeship program, 
which should  make him eligible to work with other contractors that make use of the AGC program and to work 
his way up to journeyman wages and status over time.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Autumnwood Development (Wildomar, CA):  EPA completed an evaluation of environmental issues and 
prior investigation work by the State at the Autumnwood development in Wildomar, CA and sent a letter 
describing our findings and conclusions to Director Barbara Lee of DTSC.  We plan to meet with Penny 
Newman of the Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice and some of the Autumnwood 
residents in coming weeks to discuss our findings.  (Contact:  Wayne Praskins, x2-3181) 
 
Samoa Pulp Mill, Arcata, CA:  OSC Weden is on-site overseeing profiling and disposal of the final loads of 
hazardous wastes from the Site.  Waste consists of sand blast grit and used resin in drums, as well as other lab 
grade and miscellaneous waste.  The County CUPA will remove and dispose some of the miscellaneous waste 
containers on behalf of the Harbor District that was encountered in the final week of the previous phase.  This 
will complete all work at the Site.  (Contact:  Chris Weden, x2-3041) 
 
Argonaut Mine, Jackson, CA:  The US Army Corps of Engineers completed a structural assessment of the 
Argonaut tailings dam last week, following recent weather events.  The ACE completed a detailed assessment 
using a checklist.  Diagonal cracks were encountered in the arch buttresses. Some water was observed above the 
dam and the tailings material appears saturated, but accumulation is not enough to engage the sump 
pumps.  (Contact:  Dan Shane, x2-3037) 
 
Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak:  On January 6, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter 
Ranch, the residential community closest to the Aliso Canyon facility.  We continue to participate in daily calls 
with SoCalGas, state and local agencies.  On January 5, we participated via teleconference in a briefing on the 
matter with OAR Acting AA Janet McCabe.  Also, on January 5, Representative Brad Sherman sent a second 
letter to the top officials at EPA, PHMSA, FERC, SoCalGas, DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC, that requests 
that the parties work together to stop the leak sooner than will otherwise be accomplished by the projected late 
February bottom-kill operation.  This letter has not yet been controlled to the Region for response.  On January 
7, EPA will lead an incident specific RRT9 call on this incident, to provide situational awareness to a subset of 
federal and state agencies on the RRT.  An incident specific NRT call is scheduled for January 
11.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499) 
 
Abandoned Uranium Mines, Cameron, AZ:  We met with representatives of El Paso Natural Gas and the 
Navajo Nation EPA regarding El Paso's workplan to investigate 19 abandoned uranium mines in the Cameron, 
Arizona area (near Flagstaff) on the Navajo Reservation.  We are planning to oversee fieldwork at these mines 
in the summer, 2016.  (Contact:  Zizi Searles, x2-3178) 
 
Triple Site (Sunnyvale, CA):  EPA issued a conditional approval for the RPs' proposed residential mitigation 
plans for three buildings in the Offsite Operable Unit (Duane/San Miguel Avenue neighborhood).  The plans 
propose the installation of active crawlspace venting systems in the affected buildings.  The project team is 
preparing cover letters & translations of the materials in Spanish and Chinese and will send shortly to the 
property owners.  The RPs will finalize and re-submit the plans to EPA for final review and approval following 
discussions with the property owners and tenants.  The project team is also preparing a series of letters to 
upstairs tenants in affected buildings, notifying the residents of the ground-floor sampling results and mitigation 
plans, and offering upstairs sampling after mitigation activities are complete.  These letters will be hand-
delivered via another door-to-door outreach event later this month or in early February.  (Contact:  Melanie 
Morash, x2-3050 or Alejandro Diaz, x2-3242) 
 
Military Ocean Terminal Concord:  Last week EPA staff issued notice to the Army at Military Ocean 
Terminal Concord (MOTCO) that it has invoked Informal Dispute Resolution (IDR) pursuant to the MOTCO 
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Federal Facility Agreement and in response to the Army’s December 2 submittal of a Draft Final - Military 
Munitions Response Program - Remedial Investigation Report (MMRP-RI).  The basis for EPA’s IDR 
invocation is that the MMRP-RI does not adequately address a number of EPA general comments and concerns 
that were previously provided (on an April 2015 draft version) and, more concerning, the report has been 
modified through the deletion of critical information that was not requested by EPA or the State, or which are 
not consistent with the April 2015 Draft version of the MMRP-RI.  The two striking examples of the unsolicited 
modifications to the MMRP-RI include; (1) the deletion of critical information on a newly identified exposure 
pathway and threat to human health and the environment from the redistribution of munitions from the Port 
Chicago Water Explosion Area by mechanical dredging to multiple terrestrial and open water dredge disposal 
areas in the region, and (2) the deletion of critical technical information on the investigation and identification 
of a suspect disposal site for two munition laden boxcars from the Port Chicago Explosion (an aspect of the Port 
Chicago Explosion which has been a focus of EPA).  Prior to IDR discussion(s) with the Army anticipated in 
January, EPA staff and management will coordinate internally and with the State.  (Contact: Phillip Ramsey, 
x2-3006) 
 
Executive Order 13650 on Chemical Safety and Security - FY16 CA Implementation Meeting:  On 
January 6, EPA led a meeting in Oakland with OSHA, DHS and various State Agency officials (e.g., Cal OES, 
Cal EPA, Cal OSHA) as well as representatives of Local Emergency Planning Committees and industry 
associations to discuss EO 13650 implementation.  Topics discussed included improving capacity and removing 
impediments for data sharing; scheduling a round table to discuss how we each do inspections, results of 
inspections and common finding; opportunities for outreach and capacity building; and potential policy 
recommendations as a result of data sharing, inspection collaboration and outreach/capacity 
building.  (Contact:  Bill Jones, 619-235-4776) 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture:  The CA/FO, settling our enforcement action against PGV for violations of CAA 
§112(r) and which calls for PGV to pay a penalty of $76,500, was signed by the Regional Judicial Officer and 
lodged by the Regional Hearing Clerk, and we issued a press release announcing the 
settlement.  (Contact:  Jeremy Johnstone, x2-3499)  PENDING 
 
 
Significant Items for Next Week 
 
Regional Response Team 9 Meeting:  On January 12 and 13, we will co-chair a RRT9 meeting with the Coast 
Guard in Santa Barbara.  We will also attend the Statewide ACP meeting on January 14.  OSCs Moxley, 
Zuroski, and Dunkelman will attend.  Dunkelman will present on ERS activities.  Zuroski and Enforcement 
Division Pete Reich will conduct FRP inspections at FRP facilities along the CA Central 
Coast.  (Contact:  Donn Zuroski, x2-3035) 
 
Incident Command System 300/400 level training:  The Region will hold Intermediate ICS training on 
January 12-15 in the equipment management facility on Harrison Street.  OSC Steve Calanog, Bill Robberson, 
Janice Witul and Barbara Lee will all participate as instructors for this training.  We will be assisted by Tetra 
Tech.  (Contact:  Steve Calanog, x2-3075) 
 
 
Press Stories, Significant Policy, Regulatory, or Legal Actions (2-3 Weeks Out) 
 
 
 
Grant Announcements 
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Legislative Engagement 
 
Anaconda Mine (Yerington NV):  R9 OCR reached out to Jason Reiderer, Legislative Director for 
Congressman Amodei in follow up to his request to set up a briefing for their office on Anaconda Yerington 
Copper Mine and our recent letter to Governor Brian Sandoval regarding a proposed listing of the Anaconda 
Yerington Copper Mine to the National Priorities List (NPL).  R9 OCR is exploring some days and times for 
next week as Congressman Amodei would like to join this briefing. R9 OCR has alerted RA Blumenfeld of the 
Congressman’s interest in participating in the call.  R9 OCR has also confirmed that Kyle Lykins, Senior 
Legislative Assistant and Sarah Waggoner, Community Affairs Liaison in the North Las Vegas District Office 
of Congressman Cresent Hardy will participate in a conference call on January 12 at 2:00pm to brief them on 
the Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine.  The Anaconda Yerington Copper Mine Site is located within 
Congressman Crescent Hardy’s Congressional District.  (Contacts:  Dave Seter at 2-3250; Dante Rodriguez at 
2-3166; and Eugenia Chow at 2-3160) 
 
Northeast Church Rock Mine, Navajo Nation:  We responded to an inquiry from Senator Heinrich, 
forwarding a list of questions from the Red Water Pond Road Community Association, a community living 
adjacent to the Northeast Church Rock on the Navajo Nation.  In addition, we continued field construction for 
four homes to provide alternative housing to sixteen members of the Red Water Pond Road Community during 
the anticipated multi-year cleanup activities at the NECR mine site.  (Contact:  Sara Jacobs, x2-3564) 
 
 
Travel, Public/National Meetings, and Speaking Engagement for Division Director 
 
 
 
Other Information 
 
Division Director Schedule:  Enrique Manzanilla is attending the Superfund Managers Retreat on January 11 
at the SF Warehouse. 
 
 
30-60 Day Outlook 
 
 
 
Internal to Region 9 
 
 
 
Confidential Information 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 10:43 PM
To: Richman, Lance;Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel
Subject: Fwd: Draft Summary of today's RRT incident specific call on Aliso Methane leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Date: January 7, 2016 at 10:18:43 PM PST 
To: "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Blumenfeld, Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Cheatham, Reggie" 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Jordan, Deborah" 
<Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Adams, Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov>, "Johnson, 
Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov> 
Subject: Draft Summary of today's RRT incident specific call on Aliso Methane leak 

Nitin: 

 

Here's the draft summary based on our notes of the call today.  We have not yet shared this summary with the other participants for 
corrections, etc. 

 

The immediate term issue is the current effort to capture and flare the methane emissions.  As noted in the general update provided 
earlier, SoCal Gas has received permission from the local air district, South Coast Air Quality Management District, to begin 
construction of the first of two phases of the capture system.  Completion of this system will take most of January.   As you can 
understand, safety considerations make working around the leak challenging. 

Dan Meer, my assistant Director, can listen in on the call tomorrow and be ready to answer any clarifying questions that you may want 
to direct to him.  Let us know if that works for you.  I'm up and around by 8:15 AM EST, so feel free to call me. 

 

Enrique 

415 601 2670. 

 

 

mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
mailto:Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov
mailto:BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV
mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov
mailto:cheatham.reggie@epa.gov
mailto:Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov
mailto:Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov
mailto:Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
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Aliso Canyon Incident 

RRT 9 Incident Specific Call Notes 

January 7, 2016 

 

AGENDA 

 

• Introductions/Roll Call  
• Meeting Objectives (Dan Meer, and others)  
• Brief on Incident & Current Response (Dan Meer)  
• Technical Issues, e.g., intercept wells, oil-mist reduction fence, soil-methane extraction proposal, mercaptans 

(corrosion?)*, etc. (All)  
• Federal Regulatory Authorities Germaine to this Incident (All)    
• Follow-up Actions & Schedule additional meetings if needed (Lance Richman)  
• Adjourn  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Notes: 
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Objectives of the call were to provide timely situational awareness on this incident and to insure communication between federal 
stakeholders.   

 

Brief out: 

• 23 October 2015 a gas production well (~8500’ completion) completed in a gas storage reservoir at Aliso Canyon Field failed 
and began releasing methane to the environment  

• The leak is suspected to be in the shallow casing string  
• Aliso Canyon is one of four natural gas storage facilities in California   
• ~115 wells are completed into the reservoir and it contains ~86 billion cubic feet of gas  
• The first relief well is down to 6000’. Target completion - end of February 
• The second relief well is to be spudded on 1Feb2016  

 

Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas - operator of the field) evaluated 7 options to reduce/eliminate the releasing gas.  One of 
those is to capture the methane through surface gas piping and manifolds placed around and in the well bore.  The gasses collected will 
then be sent offsite and flared.  PHMSA has been made aware of a number of these proposals. 

 

There is much interest and engagement at a high level by the federal government on this incident. 

 

Tomorrow:  

White House meeting/ call 

Monday: 

Aliso Canyon brief out to NRT at 0900 Pacific Time  

Wednesday: House Energy and Commerce Committee for Secretary Fox and Administrator McCarthy 

 

 

DOT/PHMSA personnel have been on site and continue to provide support as requested by California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC). 

 

CPUC and Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have a memorandum of agreement providing that CPUC 
controls/regulates above ground (pipeline) activities while DOGGR regulates down-hole and subsurface (ie, wells and reservoirs). 

 

The California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) is in charge of ICS implementation in the State.  SoCalGas has an IC on site who 
conducts a daily briefing.  A number of top engineering firm are contracted by SoCalGas including Boots and Coots, Fluor, AECOM. 
Several representatives from the National Labs (Lawrence Livermore and Lawrence Berkeley) have toured the site.  

 

PHMSA provided a letter to CPUC on 24 December requesting they require SoCalGas to reduce gas pressure in the reservoir by 
eliminated any additional injections of gas and by increasing to the maximum the withdrawal of gas out of the reservoir.  This request 
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by PHMSA as stated in the letter is for safety reasons; concerns about radiant heat from the uncontrolled release and possible 
fire/explosion. 

 

Participants were unaware of any National Transportation Safety Board or Chemical Safety Board engagement. 

 

DOT has not promulgated rules to implement the Pipeline Safety Act for natural gas storage facilities and wells. 

 

PHMSA generally has regulatory authority that starts at grade, i.e., the valve tree.  However, it remains unclear if a gas storage 
reservoir is regulated under the Pipelines Safety Act or other DOT/PHSMA regulations.  In any case PHMSA has delegated its 
authority to regulate pipelines to California.   

 

EPA does not have CERCLA authority (petroleum exclusion) to respond or take action.  A review of Clean Air Act (CAA) 
guidance/regulatory language i.e., RMP, CAA 112 r (7), indicates that they do not apply as well.  EPA could issue an order under 
rarely used CAA emergency provisions (CAA 303). It would require consultation with the State.  EPA would likely have to make a 
precise and time sensitive determination (without very deep technical expertise in this type of facility) to order an action not 
being pursued by the State.  EPA is not in a position to make this type of determination in this situation. 

 

 

 

 

Action Item:   

 

EPA to work with the Department of Energy and engage, e.g., provide support, acquire situational awareness, etc., with the federal 
laboratories supporting the State for this incident.  Both Sandia and Lawrence Livermore were identified as technical support 
by DOGGR in its December order to SoCal Gas. 

 

 

 

END 

Participants: 

 

 

Woytak, John 

FEMA Region 9 
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John.Woytak@fema.dhs.gov 

 

Trevor M. Anderson 

Senior Emergency Services Coordinator 

Hazardous Materials Section 

Fire & Rescue Division 

California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) 

(916) 845-8788 

Trevor.Anderson@CalOES.ca.gov 

 

Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  

Cynthia Ishikawa 

PHMSA 

Cynthia.Ishikawa@dot.gov;  

 

Nicolas Cruz 

PHMSA 

Nicolas.Cruz@dot.gov; 

 

Jack Whitley 

USDOT/PHMSA 

3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 

Ontario CA 91761 

(o)909-937-7228 

(c)909-222-9546 

earl.whitley@dot.gov 

mailto:John.Woytak@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Trevor.Anderson@CalOES.ca.gov
mailto:thomas.finch@dot.gov
mailto:Cynthia.Ishikawa@dot.gov
mailto:Nicolas.Cruz@dot.gov
mailto:earl.whitley@dot.gov
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Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  

Superfund Division 

Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 

415.972.3132 (O) 

415.971.6792 (C) 

 

Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 

Preparedness and Prevention Section 

415.972.3099(O) 

 

Enrique Manzanilla, Director 

Superfund Division  

US EPA, Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Office:  415-972-3843 

Manzanilla.enrique@Epa.gov 

 

Lance Richman 

Superfund Programs 

U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 

75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 

San Francisco, CA  94105 

Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 

Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 

24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 

Richman.lance@epa.gov 

 

mailto:Manzanilla.enrique@Epa.gov
mailto:Richman.lance@epa.gov


15

Richard Franklin 

FOSC 

USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  

805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  

Portland, OR 97205 

Office: 503.326.2917 

Cell: 503.475.4178 

Franklin.richard@epa.gov 

 

Sam Brinker 

United States Department of Energy 

PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 

Phone: 9254220710 

Cell:  925-628-9120 

Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 

 

 

 

mailto:Franklin.richard@epa.gov
mailto:Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 10:19 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Blumenfeld, Jared;Meer, Daniel;Quast, Sylvia;Cheatham, Reggie;Strauss, Alexis;Jordan, 

Deborah;Adams, Elizabeth;Johnson, Kathleen
Subject: Draft Summary of today's RRT incident specific call on Aliso Methane leak

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Nitin: 

 

Here's the draft summary based on our notes of the call today.  We have not yet shared this summary with the other participants for corrections, etc. 

 

The immediate term issue is the current effort to capture and flare the methane emissions.  As noted in the general update provided earlier, SoCal Gas has 
received permission from the local air district, South Coast Air Quality Management District, to begin construction of the first of two phases of the capture 
system.  Completion of this system will take most of January.   As you can understand, safety considerations make working around the leak challenging. 

Dan Meer, my assistant Director, can listen in on the call tomorrow and be ready to answer any clarifying questions that you may want to direct to him.  Let 
us know if that works for you.  I'm up and around by 8:15 AM EST, so feel free to call me. 

 

Enrique 

415 601 2670. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sd 

 

 

 

 

 

Aliso Canyon Incident 

RRT 9 Incident Specific Call Notes 

January 7, 2016 

 



17

AGENDA 
 

• Introductions/Roll Call  
• Meeting Objectives (Dan Meer, and others)  
• Brief on Incident & Current Response (Dan Meer)  
• Technical Issues, e.g., intercept wells, oil-mist reduction fence, soil-methane extraction proposal, mercaptans (corrosion?)*, etc. (All)  
• Federal Regulatory Authorities Germaine to this Incident (All)    
• Follow-up Actions & Schedule additional meetings if needed (Lance Richman)  
• Adjourn  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Notes: 
 
Objectives of the call were to provide timely situational awareness on this incident and to insure communication between federal stakeholders.   
 
Brief out: 

• 23 October 2015 a gas production well (~8500’ completion) completed in a gas storage reservoir at Aliso Canyon Field failed and began releasing 
methane to the environment  

• The leak is suspected to be in the shallow casing string  
• Aliso Canyon is one of four natural gas storage facilities in California   
• ~115 wells are completed into the reservoir and it contains ~86 billion cubic feet of gas  
• The first relief well is down to 6000’. Target completion - end of February 
• The second relief well is to be spudded on 1Feb2016  

 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas - operator of the field) evaluated 7 options to reduce/eliminate the releasing gas.  One of those is to capture 
the methane through surface gas piping and manifolds placed around and in the well bore.  The gasses collected will then be sent offsite and flared.  PHMSA 
has been made aware of a number of these proposals. 
 
There is much interest and engagement at a high level by the federal government on this incident. 
 
Tomorrow:  
White House meeting/ call 
Monday: 
Aliso Canyon brief out to NRT at 0900 Pacific Time  

Wednesday: House Energy and Commerce Committee for Secretary Fox and Administrator McCarthy 
 
 
DOT/PHMSA personnel have been on site and continue to provide support as requested by California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). 
 
CPUC and Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have a memorandum of agreement providing that CPUC controls/regulates above 
ground (pipeline) activities while DOGGR regulates down-hole and subsurface (ie, wells and reservoirs). 
 
The California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) is in charge of ICS implementation in the State.  SoCalGas has an IC on site who conducts a daily 
briefing.  A number of top engineering firm are contracted by SoCalGas including Boots and Coots, Fluor, AECOM. Several representatives from the National 
Labs (Lawrence Livermore and Lawrence Berkeley) have toured the site.  
 
PHMSA provided a letter to CPUC on 24 December requesting they require SoCalGas to reduce gas pressure in the reservoir by eliminated any additional 
injections of gas and by increasing to the maximum the withdrawal of gas out of the reservoir.  This request by PHMSA as stated in the letter is for safety 
reasons; concerns about radiant heat from the uncontrolled release and possible fire/explosion. 
 
Participants were unaware of any National Transportation Safety Board or Chemical Safety Board engagement. 
 
DOT has not promulgated rules to implement the Pipeline Safety Act for natural gas storage facilities and wells. 
 
PHMSA generally has regulatory authority that starts at grade, i.e., the valve tree.  However, it remains unclear if a gas storage reservoir is regulated under 

the Pipelines Safety Act or other DOT/PHSMA regulations.  In any case PHMSA has delegated its authority to regulate pipelines to California.   
 
EPA does not have CERCLA authority (petroleum exclusion) to respond or take action.  A review of Clean Air Act (CAA) guidance/regulatory language i.e., 

RMP, CAA 112 r (7), indicates that they do not apply as well.  EPA could issue an order under rarely used CAA emergency provisions (CAA 303). It 
would require consultation with the State.  EPA would likely have to make a precise and time sensitive determination (without very deep 
technical expertise in this type of facility) to order an action not being pursued by the State.  EPA is not in a position to make this type of 
determination in this situation. 
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Action Item:   
 
EPA to work with the Department of Energy and engage, e.g., provide support, acquire situational awareness, etc., with the federal laboratories supporting 

the State for this incident.  Both Sandia and Lawrence Livermore were identified as technical support by DOGGR in its December order to SoCal Gas. 
 
 
 
END 

Participants: 
 
 
Woytak, John 
FEMA Region 9 
John.Woytak@fema.dhs.gov 
 
Trevor M. Anderson 
Senior Emergency Services Coordinator 
Hazardous Materials Section 
Fire & Rescue Division 
California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) 
(916) 845-8788 
Trevor.Anderson@CalOES.ca.gov 
 
Tom Finch 
CATS Manager, Western Region  
Office of Pipeline Safety  
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
12300 W, Dakota Ave., Suite 110 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 
Office (720) 963-3175 
E-Mail: thomas.finch@dot.gov  
Cynthia Ishikawa 
PHMSA 
Cynthia.Ishikawa@dot.gov;  
 
Nicolas Cruz 
PHMSA 
Nicolas.Cruz@dot.gov; 
 
Jack Whitley 
USDOT/PHMSA 
3401 Centrelake Dr. Ste 550B (PHH-44) 
Ontario CA 91761 
(o)909-937-7228 
(c)909-222-9546 
earl.whitley@dot.gov 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
Kay Lawrence, Section Chief 
Preparedness and Prevention Section 
415.972.3099(O) 
 
Enrique Manzanilla, Director 
Superfund Division  
US EPA, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Office:  415-972-3843 
Manzanilla.enrique@Epa.gov 
 
Lance Richman 

mailto:John.Woytak@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Trevor.Anderson@CalOES.ca.gov
mailto:thomas.finch@dot.gov
mailto:Cynthia.Ishikawa@dot.gov;
mailto:Nicolas.Cruz@dot.gov
mailto:earl.whitley@dot.gov
mailto:Manzanilla.enrique@Epa.gov


19

Superfund Programs 
U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 
75 Hawthorne St.  SFD 9-3 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
Phone on TWT: 1.415.972.3022  (office voicemail) 
Phone on    MF:  1.510.627.7710  (alternate workspace) 
24 Hour Oil Spill Response: 1.800.424.8802 
Richman.lance@epa.gov 
 
Richard Franklin 
FOSC 
USEPA Region 10 - Oregon Operations Office  
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500, Mail Code: OOO  
Portland, OR 97205 
Office: 503.326.2917 
Cell: 503.475.4178 
Franklin.richard@epa.gov 
 
Sam Brinker 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 808 Livermore CA 94551-0808 
Phone: 9254220710 
Cell:  925-628-9120 
Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov 
 
 
 

mailto:Richman.lance@epa.gov
mailto:Franklin.richard@epa.gov
mailto:Sam.brinker@nnsa.doe.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 5:10 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie;Elizabeth Adams;Lakin, Matt;Jared Blumenfeld;Daniel Meer;Alexis 

Strauss;Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

TrackingTracking: Recipient Read

Natarajan, Nitin

Cheatham, Reggie Read: 1/11/2016 6:44 AM

Elizabeth Adams

Lakin, Matt

Jared Blumenfeld

Daniel Meer

Alexis Strauss

Cheatham, Reggie

We still owe you a summary of the RRT call which we will send later tonight. Not much new information.  Several PHMSA 
staff on the call.   
 
But here’s the latest update from today.  Note the highlighted narrative especially with regard to gas capture system. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, 
Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 

mailto:<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>;
mailto:<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>
mailto:<Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Boone.David@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>;
mailto:<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>;
mailto:<Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>
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Update for 7 January 2016 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:53 PM
To: Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 4, 2016 at 3:48:32 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016 

Update for 4 January is attached.   
  
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
  
Dan M 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  

mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:cheatham.reggie@epa.gov
mailto:Tulis.Dana@epa.gov
mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov
mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
mailto:Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov
mailto:Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov
mailto:Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
mailto:Boone.David@epa.gov
mailto:Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov
mailto:Lee.Eugene@epa.gov
mailto:Schumann.Jean@epa.gov


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:53 PM
To: Lakin, Matt
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 4, 2016 at 3:48:32 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Tulis, Dana" <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" 
<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016 

Update for 4 January is attached.   
  
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
  
Dan M 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  

mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:cheatham.reggie@epa.gov
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mailto:Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
mailto:Boone.David@epa.gov
mailto:Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov
mailto:Lee.Eugene@epa.gov
mailto:Schumann.Jean@epa.gov


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:56 PM
To: Lakin, Matt
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Letter to The Hon. 

Brad Sherman.pdf; ATT00002.htm; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso 
Ca....pdf; ATT00004.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Manzanilla, Enrique  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:26 PM 
To: Deborah Jordan <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 
 
Per my previous email.   
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Lawrence, Kathryn  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:17 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 
 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

mailto:<Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>
mailto:Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov
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From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s 
staff including Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles 
office. The media has been reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more 
accurately be characterized that we have sent an information request to SoCal Gas under Section 
114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking into whether there may be any other 
jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I have yet to hear where 
that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their responses to our 
Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some 
additional time to submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am 
copying my colleagues in our Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on this reply to make them aware of this new 
Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter 
from Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov<mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 

mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov
mailto:Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov
mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov
mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov
mailto:Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov
mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov
mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov
mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov
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Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at 
Southern California Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new 
solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties available under the law if the utility is found to be 
negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of exposure to mercaptans or 
other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from 
the Risk Management Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:27 PM
To: Deborah Jordan
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; ATT00001.htm; Letter to The Hon. 

Brad Sherman.pdf; ATT00002.htm; Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; 
ATT00003.htm; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso 
Ca....pdf; ATT00004.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Per my previous email.   
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Lawrence, Kathryn  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:17 PM 
To: Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 
 
 
 
Kathryn Lawrence 
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Haman, Patricia" <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>, "Levine, Carolyn" 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Meer, Daniel" 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry 

Pat/Carolyn – 
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s 
staff including Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles 
office. The media has been reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more 

mailto:<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>
mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov
mailto:Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov
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mailto:Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov
mailto:Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov
mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov
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accurately be characterized that we have sent an information request to SoCal Gas under Section 
114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking into whether there may be any other 
jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I have yet to hear where 
that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their responses to our 
Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some 
additional time to submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am 
copying my colleagues in our Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and 
Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on this reply to make them aware of this new 
Sen. Feinstein inquiry. 
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter 
from Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 
U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov] 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov<mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at 
Southern California Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new 
solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties available under the law if the utility is found to be 
negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of exposure to mercaptans or 
other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from 
the Risk Management Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 

mailto:Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov
mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov
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Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin;lynn.slepski@dot.gov;Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnson, Kathleen;Quast, 

Sylvia;Moore, Letitia;Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf; SoCAL Gas Request for Info.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  

mailto:Nitin;lynn.slepski@dot.gov;Parrish
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;Lawrence
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov;
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;
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Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on-scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  
From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1-866-462-0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  

mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov>
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
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Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  
From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

•         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 
o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

  
•         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
§  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 
o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov
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o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

•         ENV/Health (Jill) 
o   Air monitoring continuing 
o   Data uploaded yesterday 
o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  
•         Q&A 
o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 

invited—yes 
§  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 
o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 
o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 

area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7-inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long-term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half-mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 

help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole-house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 

https://www.alisoupdates.com/main
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specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 

o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet-friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on-schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late-February to late-March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul-smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-declaration-gas-leak-35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 
o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 

that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 

company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-information/emergency-response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency-
over-porter-ranch-gas-leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-declaration-gas-leak-35804863
http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-information/emergency-response
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map
http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102
http://sempra.com/
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency
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Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 5:20 PM
To: Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, Jared;Kao, Jessica
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Leak Update 12-28-2015final.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Latest update.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Date: December 28, 2015 at 4:38:17 PM PST 
To: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" 
<Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" 
<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" 
<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" <Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Ty, Fatima" 
<Ty.Fatima@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allen, HarryL" <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>, "Benson, Craig" <Benson.Craig@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 28 December 2015 

New information is shaded yellow.   
  
  
Kathryn Lawrence 
Chief, Emergency Prevention and Preparedness 
Superfund Division, EPA Region 9 
(415) 972-3039 
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE  

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility  

28 December 2015  

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the Southern 
California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an old oil field in 
the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural gas into the 
abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and sale. SoCal 
Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is leaking, 
Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf (billion cubic 
feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

Current Status (information extracted from Incident Reports and Official Websites):  

Weather: Partly Cloudy and 55 degrees high on Monday.  Winds expected to be 10-15 mph.  
 
Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All were 
unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include;  

s to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 overall storage reservoir pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
 

 
ing piping to system withdrawal if conditions are safe.  

 
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to secure 
piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment was delayed at SS-25 recently due to gusty winds.  
 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4000 ft.  A cement plug was 
installed. The drilling remains on schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not 
expected for 2-3 months. 

Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to assess the 
condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked back 



from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well head. Up 
to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no pressure gauge on 
the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head may have increased 
considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well head area and the 
bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as bringing equipment to 
the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in size, that will complicate 
the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: 
capture at the well head. The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, recompression, 
incineration or treatment through activated charcoal. Previously, SoCal Gas was considering options 
for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, either through incineration 
(not flaring) or activated charcoal. SCAQMD pointed out that they would need permits for either of 
those options. Gas capture would require them to construct a platform over the well head upon 
which a capture device could be positioned. It did not sound like there were many feasible options 
for gas capture.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the facility. 
SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 homes scheduled for 
installation to date. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer Resource 
Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. The CPUC President is scheduled to visit 
site 12/28/2015. Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and they 
have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and commercial properties 
have potential impacts. The next community meeting is scheduled for 29 December at 6 pm. 

Relocations – SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 961 requests are in 
process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or uncalled. 
900 residents have declined relocation and 139 have checked out and gone home. 
 
Air Purification - 148 residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping, 176 residents have received activated charcoal filters, and 1360 residents are 
scheduled for whole house air purification systems. 

 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 

California Air Resouces Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak volume 
was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported to be 30,300 
kg methane per hour.



Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, hazardous 
materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.  The CUPA proposes to issue a 
Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
  
The Los  17 to expedite the 
temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the relocation 
will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. 

SCAQMD  

SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement that will 
require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, monitor the leaking gas, and 
reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing has been scheduled 
for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High 
School. During the hearing, members of the public may provide testimony before the Hearing 
Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented by SCAQMD and SoCalGas at the hearing, will 
assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the SCAQMD’s petition. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:46 AM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared;Strauss, Alexis;Kao, Jessica
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.24.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: December 24, 2015 at 10:42:22 AM PST 
To: "Eoc, Epahq" <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, "Keener, 
Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Nancy" 
<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" 
<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Ty, Fatima" <Ty.Fatima@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allen, HarryL" <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>, "Benson, Craig" <Benson.Craig@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, 
Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situation Update for 24 December 2015 

New information is shaded yellow.   
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

24 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Weather:  Weather is rainy with winds expected to increase over the next several days, 
with wind gusts up to 80 mph. High winds will affect the drilling of relief well #1 and 
preparation of well pad for relief well #2. 

 Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  P-39A remains on schedule. A cement plug was installed and 
they are cementing the 9 5/8” intermediate casing to 3682 feet.  They are waiting on cement 
delivery and working on the well head and will resume drilling in a few days. 

 Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  Site grading continues to prepare the drill pad and it now looks 
like they will need to move closer to 72,000 cy of dirt.  The increased amount of grading is being 
done to improve the stability of the well pad. 

 Kill Attempt on SS-25:  With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they are assessing 
the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was kicked 
back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the well 
head.  Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud is on the bridge, causing it to bow.  There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt.  The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably.  This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge.  They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 



bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe.  If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head. 

 Air Monitoring:  Air monitoring continues as 19 stations, 10 in Porter Ranch and 9 at the 
facility.  

 Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center, 290 visitors on 23 December.  They also had 12 media inquiries and are 
overwhelmed with information and data requests from all levels of government. 

 Gas Capture Options:  AE Com and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head.  The engineering studies are ongoing and focus on capture, 
recompression, incineration or treatment through activated charcoal.  Previously, SoCal Gas 
was considering options for reinjection of the gas but now they are just considering destruction, 
either through incineration (not flaring) or activated charcoal.  SCAQMD pointed out that they 
would need permits for either of those options.  Gas capture would require them to construct a 
platform over the well head upon which a capture device could be positioned.  It did not sound 
like there were many feasible options for gas capture. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 



mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 10:38 AM
To: Blumenfeld, Jared;Strauss, Alexis;Kao, Jessica
Cc: Ty, Fatima
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situation Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: December 23, 2015 at 10:32:32 AM PST 
To: hqeoc/hqeoc/QP/USEPA/US <hqeoc@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Lindsay, Nancy" 
<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" 
<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Ty, Fatima" <Ty.Fatima@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Allen, HarryL" <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>, "Benson, Craig" <Benson.Craig@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update 

New information is shaded yellow. 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

23 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 



 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 
mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 1:56 PM
To: Quast, Sylvia;Dustin Minor (Minor.Dustin@epa.gov)
Subject: FW: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting 

EPA Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak
Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM 
To: Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Manzanilla, Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>; Meer, Daniel 
<Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Allen, HarryL <Allen.HarryL@epa.gov>; 
Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Blumenfeld, Jared 
<BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>; Mogharabi, Nahal <MOGHARABI.NAHAL@EPA.GOV>; LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN 
<Leonido-John.Steven@epa.gov>; Rongone, Marie <Rongone.Marie@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen 
<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Miller, Amy <Miller.Amy@epa.gov>; Jones, Joel E. <Jones.Joel@epa.gov>; Salazar, Matt 
<Salazar.Matt@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Berg, 
Elizabeth <Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Riedel, Brian <riedel.brian@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov>; Levine, Carolyn 
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Eades, Cassaundra <Eades.Cassaundra@epa.gov>; Mims, Kathy <Mims.Kathy@epa.gov>; 
Higuchi, Dean <Higuchi.Dean@epa.gov>; Nazmi, Niloufar <Nazmi.Niloufar@epa.gov>; Berg, Elizabeth 
<Berg.Elizabeth@epa.gov>; Harris-Bishop, Rusty <Harris-Bishop.Rusty@epa.gov> 
Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA Involvement in Aliso 
Canyon Gas Leak 
Importance: High 
 
All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
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Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225-5911 
 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
mailto:Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 3:11 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Reggie Cheatham 

(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, 
Jared

Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;EPA 
Hqs EOC;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;'Adams, Elizabeth'

Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - 
Do Not Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
 
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
 
Corrected bullet here: 
 
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety concerns 
expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has “determined that a 
methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without adding 
unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the plan. 
 
Thanks, Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 

mailto:(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Keener


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over


1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 6:42 AM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie;Meer, Daniel;Blumenfeld, Jared
Subject: Fwd: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre 

Decisional - Do Not Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16 DRAFT.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Per your request  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 19, 2016 at 3:10:37 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, 
Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, 
Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, 
"Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Irizarry, Gilberto" <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>, "Adams, 
Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: CORRECTION RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do 
Not Release 

My apologies there was a typo in the previous version of the update.  Please use the one attached here. 
  
Mistake was the date of the recent letter from SoCal Gas cancelling the gas capture system. 
  
Corrected bullet here: 
  
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 
“determined that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 
well site without adding unnecessary safety risks” and has decided to cease pursuing the 
plan. 
  
Thanks, Dan 
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Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  
  



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over


1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 2:36 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Reggie Cheatham 

(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique;Strauss, Alexis;Blumenfeld, 
Jared

Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;EPA 
Hqs EOC;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto;Adams, Elizabeth

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 19 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 19Jan16.pdf; SoCalGas Methane Capture Plan Letter 
01.18.2016.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Effective today, these updates will be send twice weekly, on a Monday/Thursday 
schedule.  Significant events on other days will be communicated via email. 
 
Dan 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

mailto:(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Keener


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
19 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings 
with mostly state and local government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 
elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 



Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

.  

 
 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8240 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #19.  On 18 January 
SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief well # 1 
is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February .  
Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be performed at a 
greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-25.  Drilling is 
occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Preparation of the drill pad is complete and 
SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig components to the site  
 
Gas Capture Options: 
 



On 18 November SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site without adding unnecessary safety 
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 
then posted  
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: No new activity to report, except for the SCAQMD 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 
 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 



leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over


 

Dennis V. Arriola  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

 
555 W. 5th Street, M.L. GT-21C1  

Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011  
 

Tel: 213.244.3800  
Fax: 213.244.8293  

DArriola@SempraUtilities.com 
 

January 18, 2016 

 
The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.  
Governor, State of California  
State Capitol, Suite 1173  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Governor Brown:  

As you are aware, we have been evaluating since November various options to safely capture 
and process the gas leaking from the SS25 well at our Aliso Canyon facility.  I write to advise you 
that after consultation with our safety team as well as state regulators, we have determined 
that a methane capture and processing system cannot be installed at the SS25 well site without 
adding unnecessary safety risks. While keeping state and local agencies fully informed, we have 
used our best efforts to develop and consider multiple plans to safely capture and process the 
gas.  Unfortunately, none of the identified plans adequately address these safety risks to our 
satisfaction.   

As a result, we have decided to end this component of our ongoing mitigation program.   

Our highest priority has been and continues to be to safely seal the SS25 well as quickly as 
possible.  To that end, we continue to make excellent progress on our relief well operations.  
We currently believe that we will be in a position to intercept SS25 and stop the leak by late 
February, if not sooner.   
  
In the interim, and consistent with your January 6, 2016 Order, we have been delivering as 
much gas as we can to our customers from the Aliso Canyon storage facility, while still 
providing reliable service.  According to the California Air Resources Board, these efforts have 
reduced the volume of escaping gas by over 60 percent since November 28.  In addition, we 
continue to provide homes in the vicinity with free whole-house air purification and plug-in air 
purifiers that remove natural gas odorant.  We install approximately 200 air purification 
systems per day, and we are confident that these systems have been effective in improving air 

mailto:DArriola@SempraUtilities.com


quality in the community.  Finally, we continue to implement our relocation services to provide 
reasonable alternative accommodations to those residents who chose to leave the immediate 
area.  We believe that these steps have safely reduced the amount of methane that is being 
emitted, as well as the impact on the community near our facility, as our relief well operations 
move forward.   

Please let me know if you have any questions concerning our decision to discontinue work on 
the proposed methane capture and processing system.  We will, of course, keep you fully 
apprised of our progress on all other aspects of our operations to fully and finally resolve the 
SS25 gas leak.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Arriola 
President and CEO 
Southern California Gas Company  
 
 
 
cc:  
 
Barry Wallerstein, SCAQMD 
Robert Weisenmiller, CEC 
Michael Picker, CPUC 
Richard Corey, CARB 
Al Walker, DOGGR 
Jason Marshall, DOC 
Elizavita Melashanko, CPUC SED 
Ken Bruno, CPUC SED 
Mary Ann Efron, Cal OSHA 
Robert Salgado, Cal OSHA 
Chief Dave Stone, Cal OES 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 12:41 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Reggie Cheatham (cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis, 

Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;EPA 

Hqs EOC;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 8 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.08.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow.  Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

mailto:(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
8 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region listened in on the Domestic Readiness Group call organized by the 
White House on 8 January. Nitin Natarajan gave the EPA briefing. Follow up items for 
EPA related to short and longer term public health impacts of the methane release and 
staying abreast of developments on the gas capture system.  
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. Reggie Cheatham from the Office 
of Emergency Management will chair this call. The Region will brief out on Aliso 
Canyon.  Our main ask  is for the NRT to convene a task force of experts (from the 
National Labs) that can advise and consult on the design, operation and safety aspects 
of the gas capture system being proposed by SoCal Gas.  
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather is  forecast  to be  clear and sunny.   
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 



 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
pressure and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
awal if conditions are safe.  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 

The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well.  The 3rd coalescing tray is to be 
installed on 8 January and the 4th and last tray is scheduled to be installed next week. 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 
 Drilling has reached approximately 6460 feet. Ranging run #10 is scheduled for a 
depth of approximately 6610 feet. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

The clear weather should allow for continued preparation of the drill pad for 
RW#2. 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 

first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment  that is not 
covered under the existing permit. SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.  

SoCal Gas plans to begin construction of the exhaust ducting and piping 
sometime next week. An unresolved issue is what effect, if any, the coalescing trays 
will have on the dynamics of the methane plume and whether that effect has bee n 
considered in the design of the gas capture system .  



Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

VIP Visits: Mary Nichols, Chair of the California Air Resources Board toured the Aliso 
Canyon site on 7 January. Congressman Brad Sherman is scheduled to tour the site on 19 
January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident.  

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  



Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Reggie Cheatham (cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis, 

Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;EPA 

Hqs EOC;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin;Zito, Kelly;Zabel, 
Allan;Kao, Jessica;Irizarry, Gilberto

Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 
Release

Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 7 January 2016 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 

mailto:(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds a re  calm .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 
successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 
6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility existing Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 
covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 



of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 12:20 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Reggie Cheatham (cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis, 

Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;EPA 

Hqs EOC;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean;Moore, Letitia;Minor, Dustin
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 5 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.05.16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

mailto:(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
5 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 On 5 January, Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld had a meet and greet  with Ken 
Harris, the new director of the California Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal  
Resources (DOGGR), in Sacramento. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week. 
V is i b i l i t y  i s  l im i t ed  a t  t h e  we l l  s i t e s  an d  a cc es s  t o  SS  25  an d  R e l i e f  
W el l  Num b er  2  h as  b een  cu r t a i l ed .  
  

Well Management:  



SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  
 and leak 

flow rate.  
  

  
conditions are safe.  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

 
Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 
Drilling has been completed to 5400 feet and a range run will be conducted, to precisely 
locate the well bore in relation to SS-25. SoCal Gas estimates that they should reach 
approximately 8000 feet depth by the end of January, if the drilling stays on schedule.  
The final 500 feet of drilling, however, will take several weeks because the range runs 
will be performed much more frequently, to make sure they can intercept the bottom of 
SS-25 and transition to the bottom kill operation. So the pace of the drilling of the last 
500 feet will be much slower. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 

PS-20 has been shut in due to poor visibility.  No work is occurring.  The spud date for PS-20 
has been pushed back to 1 February, weather permitting. 

Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 
assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. AECOM and Fluor presented seven options, 
only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which SoCalGas will pursue.  
This option calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series of pipes lowered 
into the ground around the point of release, to be collected in a manifol d and 
transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has submitted a 
preliminary application to the South Coast Air Quality Management District  for this 
project. The flaring operation will require a permit from SCAQMD. Additionally, 

and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any oil mists that emit 



from the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce 
plates will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitting.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space (339 visits on 4 
January).  Local Media coverage remains high with some national news coverage as well. 
Governor Brown visited the Aliso Canyon site on 4 January. 

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 

 
 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  

The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  



SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 3:49 PM
To: Lindsay, Nancy;Johnson, Kathleen;Reggie Cheatham (cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis, 

Dana;Keener, Bill;Manzanilla, Enrique
Cc: Jordan, Deborah;Quast, Sylvia;Johnstone, Jeremy;Lawrence, Kathryn;Boone, David;EPA 

Hqs EOC;Lee, Eugene;Schumann, Jean
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 4 January 2016
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 1-4-16.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Update for 4 January is attached.   
 
Max – we will get together tomorrow to discuss records management for this incident. 
 
Dan M 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 

mailto:(cheatham.reggie@epa.gov);Tulis


PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
4 January 2016 

 
Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communicatio ns Summary:   
 On 24 December Region 9 RA Jared Blumenfeld responded to a Congressional 

Inquiry from Rep. Brad Sherman.  Region 9 has also fielded staff inquiries from 
both Sen Boxer s and Sen. Feinstein s offices. 

 A briefing on the incident is scheduled for 5 Jan for Acting OAR AA Janet 
McCabe. 

 The Region has received two FOIA requests for documents relating to the 
incident. 

 On 4 Jan. the Region received materials responsive to our 18 Dec. Information 
Request issued to SoCalGas under CAA §114.  This initial production consists of 
a 16 page transmittal letter and 1665 pages of exhibits.  SoCalGas has asserted a 
CBI privilege that extends to everything that they have submitted.  There may be 
additional documents forthcoming. 

 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports and Official 
Websites): 

Weather: Rainy with the area under Winter Storm Watch for the first part of the week.  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
te feasibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  



  
  

  
A 100 foot steel constructed bridge was put in place to create work platform at well head and to 
secure piping. Post well kill clean up and site assessment continued today. 

Relief Well #1 (P-39A): P-39A remains on schedule at approximately 4862 ft. The next 
ranging run will occur when the well depth reaches 5400 feet.  The drilling remains on 
schedule, however project completion is weather influenced and is not expected for 2-3 
months. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20): Site grading continues for the drill pad and remains on schedule. 
Kill Attempt on SS-25: With the kill attempt on 12/22 unsuccessful, they continue to 

assess the condition of the wellhead and the condition is not good. Considerable drill mud was 
kicked back from the bore hole and is in the well head area and on the bridge structure over the 
well head. Up to 3 feet of heavy drilling mud was on the bridge, causing it to bow. There is no 
pressure gauge on the well head post kill attempt. The size of the crater around the well head 
may have increased considerably. This will become clearer as they clean the mud from the well 
head area and the bridge. They may have to clean the mud manually (shovels and buckets) as 
bringing equipment to the well head area may not be safe. If the crater has expanded greatly in 
size, that will complicate the options for gas capture and other work at the well head.  

Gas Capture Options: AECOM and Fluor engineering contractors are evaluating options 
for gas capture at the well head. On 31 Dec. SoCalGas was reportedly presented with 
seven options, only one of which has been deemed to be feasible and which 
SoCalGas will pursue.  This calls for the subsurface capture of methane via a series 
of pipes lowered into the ground around the point of release, to b e collected in a 
manifo ld and transported some distance away for flaring of the gas.  SoCalGas has 
submitted a preliminary applicatio n to the AQMD for this project.   Additiona l ly, on 

el bridge 
and over the Well 25 wellhead.  This is designed to entrain any mists that emit from 
the release point and may also help to abate odors.  The other two coalesce plates 
will be installed in the next couple of days, weather permitt ing.  

Air Monitoring: Air monitoring continues at 19 stations, ten in Porter Ranch and nine at 
the facility. SoCal Gas continues to offer in home air filters and weather stripping, with 4236 
homes scheduled for installation to date.  A revised air monitoring plan was to have been 
submitted to AQMD last. Additional laboratory capacity that can accommodate lower detection 
limits is expected to come on line this week. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space.  Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well.  

Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 



Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2258 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home.. 

  
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 453 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. 

Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 

On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   
  

Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec 17 to expedite 
the temporary relocation of Castlebay Lane Charter and Porter Ranch Community School, the 
relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 school year. School is scheduled to resume 
on 11 Jan where space is available.  
  

SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 
of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html


www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 

http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 11:45 AM
To: EPA Hqs EOC
Subject: Aliso Canyon update for 23 December
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

23 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 



 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 
mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Meer, Daniel
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2015 10:33 AM
To: hqeoc/hqeoc/QP/USEPA/US;Johnson, Kathleen;Keener, Bill;Lee, Eugene;Lindsay, 

Nancy;Manzanilla, Enrique;Moore, Letitia;Quast, Sylvia;Schumann, Jean;Ty, Fatima
Cc: Allen, HarryL;Benson, Craig
Subject: Aliso Canyon Situation Update
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 12.23.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

New information is shaded yellow. 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 



PRE DECISIONAL – ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE – DO NOT RELEASE 

Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 

23 December 2015 

Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission 
and sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, an affluent residential 
community of approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being 
affected live approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.    

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.   

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the 
residential areas.   

Current Status: 

 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 (P-39A) remains on schedule.  Open hole logging was 
conducted, from approximately 3800 feet to the surface casing.  A redirection plug was 
installed and they plan to run in cement today to 3800 ft.  No issues reported. 

 Relief Well #2:  Grading and preparation of the drill pad for relief well #2 (PS 20) 
resumed.  (On 22 December the grading had been stopped while the kill attempt on SS 25 was 
performed).  Grading of the well pad will require moving 38,000 cubic yards of material. 

 Top Kill Attempt on SS 25:  The top kill attempt was unsuccessful in stopping the 
methane leak from SS 25.  Fluids were successfully introduced into the well at a rate of 
approximately 5 bbls/minute for a total of 200 barrels but the kill operation did not contain the 
leak. The plan for 23 December is to assess the condition of the well head and the site for 
damage.  On 24 December SoCal Gas will conduct down hole measurements if possible, to 
assess the bore hole.  They are also looking at vent capture options. 

 Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts.  The next community meeting is scheduled for 
29 December at 6 pm. 



 Relief Well #1:  Relief well #1 is on schedule.  Diagnostic tests were run on 21 Dec to 
confirm the location of the borehole and its distance from SS 25. 

 Top Kill Attempt:  The kill plan for SS 25 will be implemented on 22 December in the 
morning. The weather is a light drizzle with favorable winds. The plan calls for pumping in a 
water based, bentonite slurry mud, followed by a diatomaceous earth mud and finally a mud 
mixed with pecan and walnut shells.  This is a less aggressive approach than was first 
considered (the ‘junk shot’ with ball bearings and rope). The initial pumping volume is 300 
barrels of fluid.  In contrast, the first kill effort included pumping 1300 barrels of fluid. The kill 
attempt will start around 0830 hrs Pacific time and it should be apparent in several hours 
whether this kill attempt is succeeding. The biggest health and safety concern is kick back of 
fluids as the pumping begins and potential run off of the expelled fluids.    



1

Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Sunday, January 24, 2016 4:54 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie;Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn
Subject: Fwd: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 21Jan16.pdf; ATT00001.htm

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Nitin 
 
Per our discussion last Friday, we will join you for the nrt call (will you all be back to work after all the snow?).  
 
Please note the item below on gas withdrawals and the state's concerns about withdrawals and their impact on gas 
availability and reliability.  The senators letters from mid January requested an analysis of withdrawal amounts.   It 
would seem appropriate to ascertain whether phmsa or DOE labs have evaluated the state's posture on withdrawals 
from both a technical and reliability perspective.  Press reports this weekend indicate that Methane releases have 
decreased significantly since a peak in November because of the withdrawals to date.   
 
There seems to be good progress on the relief well.  Again, it would be interesting to hear from phmsa and DOE on relief 
wells.  I assume the state has engaged them directly.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Meer, Daniel" <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Date: January 21, 2016 at 12:42:57 PM PST 
To: "Lindsay, Nancy" <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>, "Johnson, Kathleen" <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>, 
"Cheatham, Reggie" <cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>, "Keener, Bill" <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>, "Manzanilla, 
Enrique" <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>, "Strauss, Alexis" <Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>, "Blumenfeld, 
Jared" <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>, "Natarajan, Nitin" <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov> 
Cc: "Jordan, Deborah" <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>, "Quast, Sylvia" <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>, 
"Johnstone, Jeremy" <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>, "Lawrence, Kathryn" 
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>, "Boone, David" <Boone.David@epa.gov>, "Eoc, Epahq" 
<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>, "Lee, Eugene" <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>, "Schumann, Jean" 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>, "Moore, Letitia" <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>, "Minor, Dustin" 
<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>, "Zito, Kelly" <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>, "Zabel, Allan" <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>, 
"Kao, Jessica" <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>, "Irizarry, Gilberto" <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov>, "Adams, 
Elizabeth" <Adams.Elizabeth@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 21 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 

New Information Shaded Yellow.   
  
Reminder:  Our new reporting schedule is an pdf update on Monday and Thursday and email bullets 
with any significant developments the other 3 days of the work week.  Mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ 

mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov
mailto:Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov
mailto:cheatham.reggie@epa.gov
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mode, until SoCal Gas is ready for their bottom kill attempt, which is projected for the end of February 
but will most likely be sooner. 
  
Dan 
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
  
  



PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE-DO NOT RELEASE 
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
21 January 2016 

 
Overview:  On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility in Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County.  SoCal Gas injects 
natural gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for 
transmission and sale.  SoCal Gas is subsidiary of Sempra Utilities. 
 
The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people.  The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead. 
 
The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawn injection wells and the well that is 
leasing.  Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep.  Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 86 bcf 
(billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States. 
 
Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas. 
 
Effective today the frequency of these updates is being reduced to twice weekly, on a Monday 
and Thursday schedule. Updates will be sent regarding significant activities, on an as needed 
basis, on other work days. 
 
R9 Activities Summary: 
 
The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local agencies and 
produce these summaries.  On 20 January, the Region participated in a federal agency only call with 
DOT/PHMSA and DOE, to exchange information and situational awareness.  We will be participating in 
these calls weekly, for the next several weeks. 

The Region also participates in calls and select face-to-face meetings with mostly state and local 
government representatives as these are scheduled. 
 

briefing on the Aliso Canyon gas leak held Friday evening in Porter Ranch.  At this meeting the 
State was represented by the Office of Emergency Service (Director Mark Ghilarducci), CA 
Public Utilities Commission (President Michael  Picker), CA Natural Resources Agency 
(Secretary John Laird), California Environmental Protection Agency (Secretary Matt Rodriguez), 
California Air Resources Board (Executive Officer Richard Corey), CA Energy Commission 
(Chief Deputy Director Drew Bohen), CA Department of Conservation (Chief Deputy Director 
Jason Marshall) and CA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (Acting Director 
Lauren Zeise).  Elected officials included Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Englander, State 
Senator Fran Pavley, Assembly Member Scott Wilk and Congressman Steve Knight.  Each of the 



elected officials spoke (except for Congressman Knight who arrived late) and each of the State 
leaders gave a quick overview of their agency and authorities and what actions they have been 
responsible for in the response to the gas leak at Aliso Canyon.  The meeting was then opened to 
Q & A from the audience. Audience questions predominantly focused on identifying which 
communities are being affected by the gas leak, working on addressing the immediate impacts on the 
communities versus the long term impact of the leak (and the proximity of the well field to the 
community), on property values (there was a realtor circulating through the audience handing out his 
business cards) and concern that SoCal Gas be held responsible for correcting the current problem, 

a rate increase.  The vocal consensus of the audience was to close down the Aliso Canyon facility.  There 
were no questions about the involvement of any federal agencies nor mention of USEPA by any of the 
State leaders or the community members.     

Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 
 
Weather:  40% chance of rain is forecast for mild conditions with winds of 5-10 mph.   
 
Well Management:  SS-25 (Leaking well site):   
 
No onsite activities, monitoring site conditions only.  With two coalescing trays (both 60 feet 
long) installed over the well head to knock down and capture the oily mist that is coming up 
from the well, SoCal Gas has decided to not install the planned 3rd and 4th planned trays.  This 
decision was made both because 1) the two existing trays appear to be achieving the intended 
outcome in that there has been only insignificant misting of at the two adjacent (Wells  SS-25A 
and SS-25B) well pads and 2) it plans to remove the existing trays prior to any bottom kill 
attempts because of anticipated backsplash at SS-25 wellhead area.  

  
 
Relief Well # 1 (P-39A): 
 
Drilling to approximately 8340 feet today, to be followed by ranging run #20 and then a gyro 
run.  No issues with drilling, progress remains good.  SoCal Gas continues to use end of 
February  as their working estimate of when the bottom kill operation will commence. On 18 
January SoCal Gas issued a press release that stated, among other things, that progress on relief 
well # 1 is ahead of schedule and that the leak should be stopped by the end of February 

.  Drilling has now slowed significantly because the ranging runs will have to be 
performed at a greater frequency to accurately establish the position of RW #1 in relation to SS-
25.  Drilling is occurring around the clock. 
 
Relief Well # 2 (PS-20): 
 
Work continues on the drill pad for relief well # 2.  Main activity is staging equipment to begin 
preparations to spud the second relief well.  Spud date is still 8 February.  Preparation of the drill 
pad is complete and SoCal Gas will on 20 January commence bringing in drilling rig 
components to the site  



 
Gas Capture Options: 
 
On 18 January 2016, SoCal Gas sent Governor Brown a letter indicating that, due to safety 
concerns expressed by its own safety team as well as (unspecified) state regulators, it has 

well site with
plan. 
 
Air Monitoring:  SoCal Gas, with SCAQMD approval, continues with implementation of its air 
monitoring plan.  Preliminary results are shared with interested agencies, and the final results are 

 
 
Communications:  SoCal Gas received 456 visitors to their Customer Resource Center (CRC) 
and received 192 email inquiries on 20 January.  Local Media coverage remains high with some 
national news coverage as well.  
 
Community Outreach:  SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch residents and 
they have 15 companies assisting with this effort.  More than 8000 residential and commercial 
properties have potential impacts. 
 
Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6092 inquiries for relocation out of the affected area in 
Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed occupants of 2671 residences into temporary housing, 572 
offers of relocation have been made and are awaiting customer response, and an additional 2849 
inquiries  
 
Air Purification  Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well as 
weather stripping. 2389 homes have received activated charcoal filters.  SoCal Gas is also 
offering plug in air scrubbers to residents, with 1480 devices having been distributed to date.  
Separately, 1592 homes have been provided with weather stripping.  . 
 
VIP Visits:  Congressman Brad Sherman and LA City Councilmember Mitchell Englander are 
scheduled to tour the site on 19 January. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
 

 
 
Cal Office of Emergency Services: 
 
California Air Resources Board 
 
Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
 
Los Angeles United School District 
 
SCAQMD 



 
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for Abatement 
that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps on abate the natural gas leak, monitor the 
leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A public hearing 
was held on 9 January, in the Auditorium of the Granada Hills Charter High School, which 
continued on 17 January.  No decision was made at that second day of the hearing, which has 
been continued to Wed. 21 January.  With SoCal Gas having indicated its intent to cease work on 
the gas capture plan (see above), the scope of the proposed findings and abatement 
order is expected to be narrowed.  
 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115-
story.html 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over-
safest-way-to-stop-it-20160116-story.html 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-aliso-well-hole-20160115-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/la-me-benzene-porter-ranch-cancer-risk-study-gas-leak-20160115
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-gas-leak-continues-as-regulators-argue-over
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:42 PM
To: Zito, Kelly;Manzanilla, Enrique;Meer, Daniel;Lawrence, Kathryn;Allen, HarryL;Keener, 

Bill;Kao, Jessica;Blumenfeld, Jared;Mogharabi, Nahal;LEONIDO-JOHN, STEVEN;Rongone, 
Marie;Johnson, Kathleen;Miller, Amy;Jones, Joel E.;Salazar, Matt;Minor, Dustin;Moore, 
Letitia;Berg, Elizabeth;Zabel, Allan;Riedel, Brian

Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy;Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn;Eades, Cassaundra;Mims, 
Kathy;Higuchi, Dean;Nazmi, Niloufar;Berg, Elizabeth;Harris-Bishop, Rusty

Subject: Congressman Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Administrator McCarthy Requesting EPA 
Involvement in Aliso Canyon Gas Leak

Attachments: Sherman to McCarthy re gas leak porter ranch.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

All –  
 
Please see attached incoming letter dated December 10, 2015 from Congressman Brad Sherman to EPA 
Administrator Gina McCarthy requesting that the EPA take immediate action to investigate the unresolved gas 
leak in Aliso Canyon. Jeremy Johnstone and I held a call with the Congressman’s office on Tuesday, December 
8th with the Congressman’s Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman and John Alford in the Congressman’s 
District Office. The Congressman’s staff told us on the call that the Congressman would be sending a letter to 
Administrator McCarthy which is now attached. This letter has not yet been entered into the Congressional 
Correspondence Management System (CMS), so the control of the letter to either HQ or the Region has 
not yet been decided, but would venture it will be controlled to Region IX.  
 
Here is a summary of the Tuesday call that Jeremy Johnstone and I had and what information we subsequently 
shared with their office following the call.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): Brent Maier coordinated and participated along with Superfund Division’s 
Jeremy Johnston with Lauren Wolman, Legislative Director in the Congressman’s DC office and John Alford in 
the District Office regarding the natural oil gas leak in Aliso Canyon’s Porter Ranch community in the 
Congressman’s District. Jeremy has been tracking this natural gas release, which has been going on since 
October.  The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) and State’s Division of Oil, Gas & 
Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) have been very involved in addressing this issue. U.S. EPA Region 9 has not 
had any direct involvement with this to date, however, our office is monitoring and tracking the actions taken by 
the State agencies. Jeremy addressed the jurisdictional question as to why EPA has not been involved to date. 
We discussed the roles of DOGGR, SCAQMD and the CPUC in California. In follow up to the call, Brent 
shared with the Congressman’s staff information provided by Jeremy regarding the following: Exemption of 
Transportation Activities from regulation under the Risk Management Program (40 CFR Part 68) which has a 
definition of a “Stationary Source” at 40 CFR §68.3 which excludes transportation facilities - “The term 
stationary source does not apply to transportation, including storage incident to transportation, of any regulated 
substance or any other extremely hazardous substance under the provisions of this part.”; as well as EPA’s 
“Guidance for Facilities on Risk Management Programs (RMP)”; along with contacts he has reached out to at 
U.S. Department of Transportation, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, and California 
Public Utilities Commission. Lauren Wolman stated in our call that the Congressman’s office will be sending a 
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letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy regarding the Congressman’s interest in EPA taking a more active 
role in addressing this issue and will copy Brent Maier when the letter is sent to Administrator McCarthy. 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, December 10, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Johnstone, Jeremy <Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov> 
Subject: letter from Congressman Sherman 
 
Please see the attached. Let me know if you have any questions. Also, please let me know if I should email this to 
anyone else at the EPA. Thank you.  
 
Lauren Wolman 
Legislative Director 
Office of Congressman Brad Sherman 
(202) 225-5911 
 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2016 5:08 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 12, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
Politico: Reporter Elana Schor was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was looking for an update on EPA’s involvement in the natural gas leak at 
Southern California Gas Company’s Aliso Canyon facility. Sent statement explaining state’s lead on response 
and EPA’s ongoing review of SoCalGas documents submitted. CLOSED. (v). Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Santa Maria Sun: Reporter Brenda Swanston was looking to speak with someone about imidacloprids and 
under what circumstances they have a negative effect On the bee population and potential action the EPA might 
take in response to its assessment. Referred to HQ. OPEN. (V). Nahal Mogharabi/Cathy Milbourn. 
 
Bloomberg: Reporter Mark Chediak was looking to see if EPA regulates the well responsible for the leak at 
Porter Ranch. Referred him to DOGGR and PHMSA. Also sent him copies of the Sherman letter and our 114 
information request. SFUND. CLOSED. (V). Nahal Mogharabi.  
 
PRESS RELEASE issued: 
 
Puna Geothermal Venture CAFO – Press release was issued today on our settlement with PGV over Clean 
Air Act chemical safety violations at its geothermal energy plant in the Puna area of the Island of Hawaii.  After 
an EPA inspection, the facility has now complied with the rules designed to minimize accidental chemical 
releases. The company has also agreed to pay a civil penalty of $76,500. 
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
066a04a!OpenDocument 
 
PRESS: 
 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/2dd7f669225439b78525735900400c31/89a680a618f1273c85257f380
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Hawaii Public Radio – Dean Higuchi provided reporter Nick Yee a sound bite/quote for a story he is doing on 
our PGV CAFO.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
KITV – Reporter Catherine Cruz called about whether EPA has any involvement with a parcel of land to be 
used by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) for an animal shelter.  Let her know we 
don’t and the US COE is the ones to contact. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Honolulu Civil Beat – Provided reporter Anita Hofschneider to address her follow up questions on our 
comments to the CNMI/Guam buildup EIS and also contacts to the US COE and CNMI Bureau of Environment 
and Coastal Quality provided by our PIO staff to address her questions on the work going on to deal with 
unexploded ordinance.  CLOSED,  Dean Higuchi. 
 
Honolulu Advertiser – Reporter Sophie Cocke had questions on whether EPA is reviewing the disbursements 
by Hawaii Dept. of Health as detailed in HDOH’s news release about making their DWSRF Target as per our 
CAP. Let her know that we are reviewing to make sure all is complete and if everything checks out, DOH can 
apply for the withheld DWSRF funds.  CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
 
State of the Union Address -  At the request of headquarters, posted to our Twitter and Facebook pages about 
tonight’s speech and linked to a live Facebook video of Administrator McCarthy talking with Mark Davis, who 
works to help low-income residents of Washington, DC get solar energy.  Mr. Davis will be a guest of Mrs. 
Obama at the State of the Union Address tonight.   
 
Web Updates: 
Tribal RTOC - Updated the Tribal RTOC and Retreat Agendas on the Tribal RTOC website. 
NEPA - Updated the NEPA Special Topics page. 

 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Rep. Cresent Hardy (R-NV-4):  Brent Maier coordinated and participated in a call regarding our proposed 
listing of the Anaconda Copper Mine Site to the NPL with Congressional staff from Congressman Crescent 
Hardy’s DC and District Office. Superfund Division participants in this call included Enrique Manzanilla, 
Angeles Herrera, Harold Ball, Eugenia Chow, David Seter, and Sarah Cafasso. Participants from the 
Congressman’s office included: Kyle Lykins, Senior Legislative Assistant; Sara Waggoner, Field 
Representative; and Kent Alexander, Field Representative, North Las Vegas. 
 
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-CA-33): Brent Maier received an invite to send a representative to a press conference with 
Congressman Ted Lieu and U.S. Chemical Safety Board Chair Vanessa Sutherland regarding the ongoing 
investigation into safety violations at ExxonMobil’s Torrance Refinery. Brent shared the invite with 
Superfund’s Kay Lawrence and Dan Meer and Enforcement Division’s Kathleen Johnson and Amy Miller. 
Brent sent a note back to the Congressional staffer thanking them for the invite, but letting them know that on 
such short notice, EPA is not able to send a representative to the press conference. Link to Media Advisory: 
https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety-
board-chair 
 

https://lieu.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/tomorrow-press-conference-rep-ted-lieu-us-chemical-safety


3

House Energy and Commerce Committee: Three Democrats on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Frank Pallone Jr., Ranking Member; Dianna Degette, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Oversight Investigations; and Bobby Rush, Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Power sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy and DOT Secretary Anthony Fox requesting a briefing on the Aliso 
Canyon natural gas storage issue. This request is being handled by OCIR in HQ. The letter requested that the 
briefing be conducted by January 13, 2015. OCIR’s Carolyn Levine coordinated a call today and RA 
Blumenfeld participated and provided an update, along with PHMSA, on EPA’s role and responsibilities this 
afternoon. No additional follow up needed at this time. 
 
Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-NM): A final draft response to the incoming letter from Sen. Martin Heinrich 
regarding uranium cleanup operations at Northeast Churchrock Mine, Quivira/Kerr-McGee Mine, and the UNC 
Church Rock Mill is being finalized for concurrence chain for RA signature. Brent Maier extended the due date 
of this letter until Thursday, January 15, 2016 to provide time for final review and signature.  
 
Rep. Brad Sherman (D-CA-30): A final draft EPA response to the incoming letter from Congressman 
Sherman on Aliso Canyon has been drafted by ORC and shared with PHMSA. This will be a joint response 
with PHMSA and FERC once a draft is ready to send to OCIR’s Carolyn Levine for their assistance and 
coordination of working with PHMSA and FERC to finalize a draft that will be signed by EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy along with PHMSA, and FERC.  
 
Office of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti: George Kivork, Federal Liaison with Mayor Garcetti reached out 
to OCIR’s Mark Rupp would like to touch base with EPA regarding impacts as a result of the gas leak issue in 
Los Angeles by the private company, Southern California Gas, and is interested in knowing about the natural 
resource damage assessment, implications for small releases of oil, and impact on wildlife.  Regional Counsel 
Sylvia Quast and George Kivork had a follow up call today at 10:00am PT.   
 
Request for Hot Issues for Upcoming U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting: OCIR’s Arnita Hannon 
requested Hot Issues for a select group of Region IX Mayors that are members of the Environment Committee 
and who will be meeting in conjunction with the U.S. Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting on January 20 – 
22, 2016. Arnita is requesting any Hot Issues for these Mayors be submitted to her no later than Wednesday, 
January 13th. The Mayors for Region IX include Greg Stanton (Phoenix, AZ), Chair, Environment Committee; 
Ashley Swearengin (Fresno, CA); and Carolyn Goodman (Las Vegas, NV). Brent Maier has alerted each of the 
Division Liaisons and requested any Hot Issues be submitted by COB Tuesday, January 12th.  
 
U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) 84th Winter Meeting: The US Conference of Mayors will convene its 
84th Winter Meeting in Washington, DC January 20 – 22, 2016. Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (Baltimore, 
MD) serves as USCM President. Mayor Mick Cornett (Oklahoma City, OK) is Vice President, and Mayor 
Mitch Landrieu (New Orleans, LA) is Second Vice President. Environment Committee Chair Mayor Greg 
Stanton (Phoenix, AZ) has invited Administrator McCarthy to address the committee meeting when it convenes 
on Thursday, January 21st. The Administrator will address the committee and engage in dialogue as well.  Janet 
McCabe, Acting Assistant Administrator for Air, is also confirmed. The committee is interested in learning 
more about the Clean Power Plan and the role cities can and should play in the State Implementation 
Plans.  EPA’s Office of Intergovernmenal Relations (OIR) will continue to work with USCM staff on EPA’s 
participation in the winter meeting, including any additional requests for presenters and private meetings. OCIR 
contact: Arnita Hannon Christmon 
 
Senator Brian Schatz – Staffer Arun Revana called with background questions on our PGV action.  Provided 
him with the CAFO for more background. CLOSED, Dean Higuchi 
 
Legislative Action: 
 



4

WOTUS: The House is likely to vote on a resolution to overturn the Environmental Protection Agency's waters 
of the United States rule, also known as the Clean Water Rule. The resolution works under the Congressional 
Review Act. The Senate passed the resolution in November, but President Obama has pledged to veto it. 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Zito, Kelly
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:50 PM
To: Keener, Bill;Glenn, William;Gaudario, Abigail;R9 Supervisors
Cc: Barkett, Bonnie;Maier, Brent;Calvino, Maria Soledad;Higuchi, Dean;Reyes, 

Deldi;PerezSullivan, Margot;Mogharabi, Nahal;Nazmi, Niloufar;Harris-Bishop, 
Rusty;Hudnall, Patricia;Ford, Margaret;Henderson, Alita;COHEN, Deborra;Pratt, 
Kristen;Meltzer, Kathy;Engelman, Alexa;Hood, Timonie;Blazej, Nova;Stollman, 
Scott;Amato, Paul;Schmidt, David;Skadowski, Suzanne;Rao, Kate;Ty, Fatima;Kao, 
Jessica;Huitric, Michele;Karlson, Kristine

Subject: End of Day -- January 8, 2016

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Have a great weekend! 
 
MEDIA 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Time Magazine: Reporter Katie Reilly had questions about the leak rate and cumulative release at the 
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon facility and the use of EPA’s online tool to calculate equivalencies. Outlined steps for 
calculations. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Reuters: Reporter Alex Dobuzinskis was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon is the largest 
natural gas release in U.S. history. Referred him to HQ. (v) CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Takepart.com: Reporter David Kirby was trying to find out if the SoCalGas leak at Aliso Canyon was 
impacting wildlife and ecosystems. Referred him to CARB/SCAQMD who are leading air monitoring effort. (v) 
CLOSED. Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
Inside EPA: Reporter Curt Barry had questions about whether the NSPS for oil and gas facilities would apply 
to sites like the SoCalGas Aliso Canyon natural gas storage field. Worked with HQ to clarify that NSPS applies 
to new, modified and reconstructed well sites located in the natural gas production segment and to compressor 
stations. OPEN. (v) Contact: Kelly Zito 
 
5280 Magazine: Coordinating with HQ on responses and possible interview with a writer who is working on a 
piece about the Navajo Nation and the response to the Gold King Mine spill. (v) OPEN. Contact: Kelly 
Zito/Margot Perez-Sullivan 
 
The Santa Barbara Independent: Reporter Léna Garcia wants to know if EPA’s assessment saying that 
Imidacloprid is a threat to honey bees will lead to any regulatory changes. Checking with HQ. OPEN. LND. (v.) 
Soledad Calvino. 
 
 
WEB 
==============================================================================
=============== 
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Social Media:                          
Climate Change – Shared a post to our Twitter and Facebook pages about our plans for 2016 and linked to the 
Washington Post article,  EPA chief:  Obama administration will seek to lock in climate gains in 2016.  
 
 
CONGRESSIONAL & INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
==============================================================================
=============== 
Congressman Steve Knight (R-CA-25): EPA Region 9 senior managers discussed with Congressman Knight 
EPA’s limited role with respect to the SoCal Gas natural gas leak at Aliso Canyon. Also sent follow-up 
information to staffer Brandon Eden on engineering firms at the site. CLOSED. Kelly Zito/Brent Maier 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Wise, Robert
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 7:39 PM
To: Meer, Daniel
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

The Fish cops are going to all me tomorrow and let me know what's going on.  I rod them I am interested in off site 
migration potential.  Most likely drainage ends up in the Sepulveda Basin which turns into the LA River. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 7:08 PM, Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> wrote: 

Also this is an old oil reservoir so it is much more likely to be residual oil from the sandstone reservoir.  
 
Sent from my iPhone  
Daniel Meer 
Assistant Director 
Superfund Division 
USEPA, Region 9 
 
On Jan 8, 2016, at 4:11 PM, Wise, Robert <Wise.Robert@epa.gov> wrote: 

Hi Dan, 
  
I was just contacted by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife concerning this 
incident.  They received intel that the well is also releasing crude oil.  One of their 
wardens has covertly documented the presence of a hillside adjacent to the well that is 
heavily impacted by oil.  Apparently SoCal Gas did not want him taking pictures of 
this.  In the last couple of nights with all of the rain, the activists (Brokovitch) had been 
telling the media that the well was releasing oil into the environment.  They are going to 
send a team of wardens to the site tomorrow to investigate this oil release.  Lt. Bryan 
Golhopher, who called me, told me he will contact me tomorrow with additional 
information on their findings.  Bryan told me that the thought is that the oil is coming 
from another formation that the well is passing through.  Right now, I am going to just 
gather intel from the DFW.  If they confirm the presence of oil that may leave the site, 
then I think it’s worth a look by us on Sunday.  If there is oil being released from the 
well, that will provide a regulatory hook, I recommend we bring an OSC from Region 6 in 
who has wild well experience.  I have some, but they have a lot more. 
  
  
Happy End of the Week, 
  
Robert Wise, CHMM, MSEnv. 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
USEPA Region 9 Emergency Response Section 
562-889-2572 

mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Wise.Robert@epa.gov
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Wise.robert@epa.gov 
  
  
  
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 4:33 PM 
To: Moxley, Bret; Reiner, Chris; Weden, Christopher; Benson, Craig; Shane, Dan; Zuroski, 
Donn; MUSANTE, JASON; Rogow, Michelle; Nattis, Randy; Powell, Martin; Wise, Robert; 
Calanog, Steve; Dunkelman, Tom; Waldon, MARGARET; Robberson, Bill; Henry, Karen; 
Deyoe, Jeremy; Johnstone, Jeremy; jones, bill; Richman, Lance; Wesling, Mary 
(Separated 12/31/15); Proboszcz, Angie; Lucas, Robert; Steiner, Cyntia; Albizu, Ramon; 
Lee, Barbara; Black, Ned; Boone, David; Bruck, Glenn; Temple, Celeste; Gill, Michael; 
Hiatt, Gerald; Levine, Herb; Samolis, Mark; Serda, Sophia; Stralka, Daniel; Terry, Robert; 
Wetmore, Cynthia 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
  
Hi All 
  
Just thought I would provide an update on what we have been doing on Aliso Canyon 
recently.  Bret and Jason did a site tour before the holidays and more recently we 
(Jeremy Johnstone, Kay Lawrence, Harry Allen, Letitia Moore and myself) have been 
mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ mode. There are several calls each day with the incident 
command and we are preparing a short daily summary of on-site actions. 
  
Briefly, since October 23rd there has been an uncontrolled methane leak from a 
Southern California Gas Company natural gas storage facility in the old Aliso Canyon oil 
field, northern San Fernando Valley.  SoCal Gas injects natural gas in abandoned 
sandstone oil reservoirs for storage and then extracts the gas for transmission. There 
are 115 wells in this facility and one of them blew out and is spewing out methane at a 
very high rate.  Methane is a potent green house gas, approximately 10 times more 
potent than CO2.  SoCal Gas is not sure of the root cause of this blowout but they 
suspect that the well casing may be damaged and the gas may be escaping through 
holes in the casing at a relatively shallow depth. 
  
SoCal Gas has tried to kill the well from the top by pumping in heavy fluids but those 
attempts have not been successful.  They are drilling a relief well 24/7 and expect to 
complete the relief well by the end of February.  In parallel to the relief well effort, they 
are proposing to put in a system to capture and flare off the methane escaping from the 
well.  The kill operation from the relief well will pump in cement from the bottom of the 
blown out well.  This technique has had a very high success ratio in the past, it just takes 
a long time to drill a relief well to 8500 feet and hit a small target. 
  
The regulatory structure is unusual.  EPA only has authority under a rarely used section 
of the Clean Air Act – Section 303 – Emergency Powers.  It is a sweeping imminent and 
substantial endangerment authority but has only been used as an absolute last resort, 
when a state has exhausted absolutely every other regulatory mechanism.  Our normal 
‘go to’ CAA authority, 112(r)(7) – Prevention of Accidental Releases – is excluded from 
applying to facilities that store natural gas that is incident to transportation, which is 
what Aliso Canyon is. 
  

mailto:Wise.robert@epa.gov
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This incident is garnering a lot of media attention.  Today Gov. Brown declared a state of 
emergency in Porter Ranch, the residential area closest to the well.  Approximately 2500 
people have been evacuated. 
  
We have recommended that DOT or EPA convene an incident specific NRT call to update 
our federal partners.  This call is scheduled for Monday, 1/11. 
  
Happy New Year folks ☺  No rest for the weary… 
  
Dan  
  
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Wise, Robert
Sent: Friday, January 08, 2016 4:11 PM
To: Meer, Daniel
Cc: Allen, HarryL
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Dan, 
 
I was just contacted by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife concerning this incident.  They received intel that 
the well is also releasing crude oil.  One of their wardens has covertly documented the presence of a hillside adjacent to 
the well that is heavily impacted by oil.  Apparently SoCal Gas did not want him taking pictures of this.  In the last couple 
of nights with all of the rain, the activists (Brokovitch) had been telling the media that the well was releasing oil into the 
environment.  They are going to send a team of wardens to the site tomorrow to investigate this oil release.  Lt. Bryan 
Golhopher, who called me, told me he will contact me tomorrow with additional information on their findings.  Bryan 
told me that the thought is that the oil is coming from another formation that the well is passing through.  Right now, I 
am going to just gather intel from the DFW.  If they confirm the presence of oil that may leave the site, then I think it’s 
worth a look by us on Sunday.  If there is oil being released from the well, that will provide a regulatory hook, I 
recommend we bring an OSC from Region 6 in who has wild well experience.  I have some, but they have a lot more. 
 
 
Happy End of the Week, 
 
Robert Wise, CHMM, MSEnv. 
Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
USEPA Region 9 Emergency Response Section 
562-889-2572 
Wise.robert@epa.gov 
 
 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Wednesday, January 06, 2016 4:33 PM 
To: Moxley, Bret; Reiner, Chris; Weden, Christopher; Benson, Craig; Shane, Dan; Zuroski, Donn; MUSANTE, JASON; 
Rogow, Michelle; Nattis, Randy; Powell, Martin; Wise, Robert; Calanog, Steve; Dunkelman, Tom; Waldon, MARGARET; 
Robberson, Bill; Henry, Karen; Deyoe, Jeremy; Johnstone, Jeremy; jones, bill; Richman, Lance; Wesling, Mary (Separated 
12/31/15); Proboszcz, Angie; Lucas, Robert; Steiner, Cyntia; Albizu, Ramon; Lee, Barbara; Black, Ned; Boone, David; 
Bruck, Glenn; Temple, Celeste; Gill, Michael; Hiatt, Gerald; Levine, Herb; Samolis, Mark; Serda, Sophia; Stralka, Daniel; 
Terry, Robert; Wetmore, Cynthia 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
 
Hi All 
 
Just thought I would provide an update on what we have been doing on Aliso Canyon recently.  Bret and Jason did a site 
tour before the holidays and more recently we (Jeremy Johnstone, Kay Lawrence, Harry Allen, Letitia Moore and myself) 

mailto:Wise.robert@epa.gov
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have been mainly in a ‘watchful waiting’ mode. There are several calls each day with the incident command and we are 
preparing a short daily summary of on-site actions. 
 
Briefly, since October 23rd there has been an uncontrolled methane leak from a Southern California Gas Company 
natural gas storage facility in the old Aliso Canyon oil field, northern San Fernando Valley.  SoCal Gas injects natural gas 
in abandoned sandstone oil reservoirs for storage and then extracts the gas for transmission. There are 115 wells in this 
facility and one of them blew out and is spewing out methane at a very high rate.  Methane is a potent green house gas, 
approximately 10 times more potent than CO2.  SoCal Gas is not sure of the root cause of this blowout but they suspect 
that the well casing may be damaged and the gas may be escaping through holes in the casing at a relatively shallow 
depth. 
 
SoCal Gas has tried to kill the well from the top by pumping in heavy fluids but those attempts have not been 
successful.  They are drilling a relief well 24/7 and expect to complete the relief well by the end of February.  In parallel 
to the relief well effort, they are proposing to put in a system to capture and flare off the methane escaping from the 
well.  The kill operation from the relief well will pump in cement from the bottom of the blown out well.  This technique 
has had a very high success ratio in the past, it just takes a long time to drill a relief well to 8500 feet and hit a small 
target. 
 
The regulatory structure is unusual.  EPA only has authority under a rarely used section of the Clean Air Act – Section 303 
– Emergency Powers.  It is a sweeping imminent and substantial endangerment authority but has only been used as an 
absolute last resort, when a state has exhausted absolutely every other regulatory mechanism.  Our normal ‘go to’ CAA 
authority, 112(r)(7) – Prevention of Accidental Releases – is excluded from applying to facilities that store natural gas 
that is incident to transportation, which is what Aliso Canyon is. 
 
This incident is garnering a lot of media attention.  Today Gov. Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, the 
residential area closest to the well.  Approximately 2500 people have been evacuated. 
 
We have recommended that DOT or EPA convene an incident specific NRT call to update our federal partners.  This call 
is scheduled for Monday, 1/11. 
 
Happy New Year folks ☺  No rest for the weary… 
 
Dan  
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 5:10 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin
Cc: Cheatham, Reggie;Adams, Elizabeth;Lakin, Matt;Blumenfeld, Jared;Meer, Daniel;Strauss, 

Alexis;Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not 

Release
Attachments: Aliso Canyon Update 01.07.16.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

We still owe you a summary of the RRT call which we will send later tonight. Not much new information.  Several PHMSA 
staff on the call.   
 
But here’s the latest update from today.  Note the highlighted narrative especially with regard to gas capture system. 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 - Pacific Southwest 
(415) 972 3843 
 
From: Meer, Daniel  
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2016 4:58 PM 
To: Lindsay, Nancy <Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>; Johnson, Kathleen <Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>; Cheatham, Reggie 
<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>; Tulis, Dana <Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>; Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov>; Manzanilla, 
Enrique <Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov> 
Cc: Jordan, Deborah <Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>; Quast, Sylvia <Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>; Johnstone, Jeremy 
<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>; Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Boone, David 
<Boone.David@epa.gov>; Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Lee, Eugene <Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>; Schumann, Jean 
<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>; Moore, Letitia <Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>; Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>; Zito, 
Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Zabel, Allan <Zabel.Allan@epa.gov>; Kao, Jessica <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>; Irizarry, 
Gilberto <Irizarry.Gilberto@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Situational Update for 7 January 2016 - Pre Decisional - Do Not Release 
 
Update for 7 January 2016 
 
Daniel A. Meer, Assistant Director  
Superfund Division 
Emergency Response, Preparedness and Prevention Branch 
415.972.3132 (O) 
415.971.6792 (C) 
 
 

mailto:<Lindsay.Nancy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov>;
mailto:<cheatham.reggie@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Keener.Bill@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Manzanilla.Enrique@epa.gov>
mailto:<Jordan.Deborah@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Quast.Sylvia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Johnstone.Jeremy@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Boone.David@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Lee.Eugene@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Schumann.Jean@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Moore.Letitia@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Minor.Dustin@epa.gov>;
mailto:<ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>;
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PRE DECISIONAL  ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE  DO NOT RELEASE  
Southern California Gas Company Methane Release 

Aliso Canyon Natural Gas Storage Facility 
7 January 2016 

 

Overview: On 23 October 2015, an uncontrolled natural gas release was discovered at the 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas) Natural Gas Storage Facility at Aliso Canyon, an 
old oil field in the northern San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles County. SoCal Gas injects natural 
gas into the abandoned oil reservoir for storage and then withdraws the gas for transmission and 
sale. SoCal Gas is a subsidiary of Sempra Utilities.  

The Aliso Canyon storage facility is located near Porter Ranch, a residential community of 
approximately 30,000 people. The nearest Porter Ranch residents that are being affected live 
approximately 1 mile away and 1200 feet below the leaking wellhead.  

The Aliso Canyon facility contains 115 gas withdrawal/injection wells and the well that is 
leaking, Well SS 25, is over 8000 feet deep. Aliso Canyon has a total storage capacity of 
86 bcf (billion cubic feet) of natural gas, one of the largest storage facilities in the United States.  

Levels of methane, the principal component of natural gas, are being monitored in the residential 
areas.  

R9 Internal Communications Summary:  
 The Region continues to participate in daily calls with SoCal Gas, state and local 
agencies and produce a daily summary.  The Region is also participating in a government only 
call, with mostly state and local government representatives. 
 The Region convened an incident specific Regional Response Team 9 conference call 
on 7 January at 1500 Pacific Time, to provide situational awareness to federal partners 
on the RRT. Present on this call were DOT/PHMSA, DOE, FEMA and California Office 
of Emergency Services. 
 The Region will participate in an incident specific National  Response Team 
conference call on 11 January at 0900 Pacific Time. 
Current Incident Status (information extracted from Incident Status Reports, conference calls 
and Official Websites): 

Weather: Weather has  cleared  and  winds a re  calm .  
  

Well Management:  
SS-25 (Leaking well site): There were seven attempts at well kill from Oct. 25 to Dec.22. All 
were unsuccessful. Other ongoing remedial actions include; 

 to intercept SS25. Drilling is being conducted 24/7.  

flow rate.  
easibility of additional well pumping operations to stop the leak.  

  
  

The storm water controls that are in place are working and the borehole integrity has not 
been compromised further by the recent rain event. 



The 2nd of 4 60 foot coalescing trays are being installed over the well head, to knock down 
and capture the oily mist that is coming up from the well 

. 
No other top kill attempts are planned for SS 25. 

  
Relief Well #1 (P-39A):  
 Range run #8, used to locate P-39A in relation to SS-25, was completed 
successfully and drilling resumed below 5400 feet. The next range run is scheduled for 
6000 feet.  The P-39A well bore is approximately 20 feet from SS-25 
 Drilling continues and has reached 6000 feet measured depth. Ranging run #9 is 
being performed. 

 
Relief Well #2 (PS-20):  

 The drill pad for relief well #2 is level and covered with tarp to keep it dry in the 
wet weather.  The next step in preparing the drill pad is installing a cement/soil slurry for 
the drill pad base, but this cannot be done until the weather clears. 

The drill pad grading is complete and once the weather clears and the RW#2 site 
dries out, SoCal Gas can proceed with putting down the drill base (cement/soil slurry). 

Gas Capture Options:  
 SoCal Gas submitted a permit application to the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District on 4 January to obtain approvals for construction and 
operation of temporary equipment to capture and control natural gas from the 
leaking well. 

SoCal Gas received permission from SCAQMD to begin construction of the 
first of two phases planned for the gas capture system.  Phase 1 of construction will 
involve the construction of exhaust ducting and piping that will tie in to portable 
equipment that is already permitted under the facility existing Title V permit, and 
construction of this phase will commence early next week.  Phase 2 of the project 
will entail the procurement and installation of additional equipment that is not 
covered under the existing permit.  SoCalGas has applied to the AQMD for a new 
Title V for this additional work and AQMD is currently reviewing the application 
materials. The Region has received a copy of the application so we can stay abreast 
of the developments.   

Air Monitoring:  SCAQMD provided comments to SoCal Gas on the revised air 
monitoring plan and meetings are ongoing on the emission control strategy.  SoCal Gas is 
revising their air monitoring plan and changes include moving some monitors to the fence line of 
the facility from previous locations within the facility.  They will also start sampling in 12 hour 
continuous increments instead of 10 minute grab samples. 

Communications: SoCal Gas continues to receive numerous visitors to their Customer 
Resource Center (CRC) which is expanding to adjoining retail space. Local Media coverage 
remains high with some national news coverage as well. Governor Brown visited the Aliso 
Canyon site on 4 January. 



Community Outreach: SoCal Gas continues to offer relocation of Porter Ranch 
residents and they have 15 companies assisting with this effort. More than 8000 residential and 
commercial properties have potential impacts. The most recent community meeting occurred 29 
December at 6 pm. No report out on meeting results was provided at IC briefing. 

Relocations  SoCal Gas has received 6576 inquiries for relocation out of the affected 
area in Porter Ranch.  SoCal Gas has placed 2516 citizens in temporary housing, 1081 requests 
are in process, 1035 newly assigned to temporary home providers, 1172 are unassigned or 
uncalled. 744 residents have declined relocation or checked out and returned home. 

 
Air Purification - Residents have received air purification systems in their homes as well 

as weather stripping, 528 homes have received activated charcoal filters, and 370 homes have 
been provided with weather stripping. SoCal Gas is also offering plug in air scrubbers to 
residents. 
 
Recent State/Local Agency Actions: 
  

On 6 January, Governor Brown declared a state of emergency in Porter Ranch, 
due to the methane gas leak. This will provide for all state agencies to use personnel, 
equipment and facilities to ensure a thorough and continuous response to the incident . 

 
California Air Resources Board 

On Dec. 23, the California Air Resources Board issued an update to preliminary estimates of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the well site. The current estimate of the cumulative leak 
volume was reported as 1.6 MMTCO2. The estimate of the current rate of release was reported 
to be 30,300 kg methane per hour.  

Los Angeles County Fire CUPA 
On December 17, 2015, LA County CUPA conducted an inspection on hazardous-waste, 
hazardous materials, and above ground storage tanks at SoCal Gas Aliso facility.   The CUPA 
proposes to issue a Notice of Violation in the coming week.   

  
Los Angeles Unified School District  
The Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education took action on Dec17 to 

expedite the temporary relocation of Castle Bay Lane Charter Elementary School and Porter 
Ranch Community Middle School, the relocation will be in effect for the rest of the 2015-16 
school year. School is scheduled to resume on 11 Jan where space is available. The two schools 
(total of 1800 students) are being relocated to two schools in the Northridge area (Sunnybrae 
Elementary School and North Ridge Middle School). 

  
  SCAQMD  
SCAQMD has filed a petition with the SCAQMD Hearing Board for an Order for 
Abatement that will require SoCal Gas to take specific steps to abate the natural gas leak, 
monitor the leaking gas, and reduce the impacts of nuisance odors on the local community.  A 
public hearing has been scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 9, 2016, in the Auditorium 



of the Granada Hills Charter High School. During the hearing, members of the public may 
provide testimony before the Hearing Board.  This testimony, coupled with the facts presented 
by SCAQMD and SoCal Gas at the hearing, will assist the Hearing Board when ruling on the 

. We can expect significant media attention to this hearing. 
 
Select recent news reports relating to the incident 
 
Leaking gas well in Porter Ranch area lacked a working safety valve 
 
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html 
 
Methane hot spot: Mysterious mass half the size of Connecticut hovers over Four Corners 

www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size-
of-connecticut-hovers-over-four-corners 
 

 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change 
 
Gov Brown Declares a State of Emergency 
 
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid-
massive-gas-leak-20160106-story.html 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-0104-gas-leak-20160104-story.html
http://www.santacruzsentinel.com/general-news/20150409/methane-hot-spot-mysterious-mass-half-the-size
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/05/aliso-canyon-leak-california-climate-change
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-brown-declared-emergency-at-porter-ranch-amid
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 2:28 PM
To: Natarajan, Nitin;lynn.slepski@dot.gov;Parrish, Cayce
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnson, Kathleen;Quast, 

Sylvia;Moore, Letitia;Cheatham, Reggie
Subject: Re: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak
Attachments: Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf; 

Sherman.pdf; SoCAL Gas Request for Info.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello Captain Slepski: 
 
As Nitin described, we here in the EPA Regional Office in San Francisco have been participating on the daily 
phone calls with So Cal Gas and other state and local entities.  My emergency planning and preparedness 
manager, Kay (Kathryn) Lawrence, has been in contact with Nathan as well.  Last week, our Regional 
Administrator, Jared Blumenfeld, spoke with PHMSA Administrator Dominguez about the gas leak and the 
scope of our involvement.  This type of facility is excluded from our response authorities under CERCLA (the 
Superfund law) and we are currently examining the limited scope of our authorities under the Clean Air Act. 
 
We have sent So Cal Gas an information request and I've attached that request for your information.  We have 
asked them to provide a wide range of information, described in the attachment, and should receive it by 
Thursday.  I expect much of it will be the same information and plans So Cal Gas has provided to state and 
local agencies. In addition, I also attach a recent response to Congressman Brad Sherman and his incoming 
letter to the EPA.  We have also responded to phone inquiries from Senator Boxer's office. 
 
Thanks for sharing your background and update information.  We will do the same and continue our 
coordination with Nathan and anyone else you would recommend.  Of course, feel free to contact me 
directly if you have any questions.   
 
Best Regards and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Enrique Manzanilla 
Director, Superfund Division 
US EPA Region 9 
415 972 3843 
 

From: Natarajan, Nitin 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 12:47 PM 
To: lynn.slepski@dot.gov; Parrish, Cayce 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; Manzanilla, Enrique 
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak  

mailto:Nitin;lynn.slepski@dot.gov;Parrish
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;Lawrence
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov;
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;
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Lynn, 
  
Thanks for reaching out. Our R9 staff have been involved and have been participating in the daily calls. Enrique 
Manzanilla’s (cc’d) staff are the ones engaged. We had two on-scene coordinators participate in the site visit earlier this 
month and are continuing to examine EPA impacts and are available to support as needed. 
  
If you need additional, please feel free to reach out. 
  
N 
  
________________________ 
Nitin Natarajan 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
Office of Land and Emergency Management 
Environmental Protection Agency 
202-566-0200 Office 
  
From: lynn.slepski@dot.gov [mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Natarajan, Nitin <Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>; Parrish, Cayce <Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov> 
Cc: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov; lynn.slepski@dot.gov 
Subject: [SPAM] FW: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
Nitin/Cayce….. 
  
I’ve been asked by the Pipelines and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to reach out to EPA to determine if you 
are aware of and monitoring the Aliso Canyon Methane Leak. PHMSA is providing technical assistance to the California 
Public Utilities Commission which is the State pipeline safety program. 
  
Background: The pipeline safety statutes allow for States to assume safety authority over the intrastate gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines through Certifications and Agreements with PHMSA under 49 U.S.C. §§ 60105- 60106. To 
participate in the pipeline safety program States must adopt the minimum pipeline safety regulations; however, States 
may pass more stringent regulations for pipeline safety through their State Legislatures.  
  
PHMSA is also monitoring a SoCalGas daily call which takes place at 1200 Eastern. The call in number for the conference 
line is 1-866-462-0164, and the participant code is *1540875*. The air quality data that SoCalGas has uploaded can be 
found here, but as you can see the last data set is December 17th.  

Missing Required Technology | SoCalGas | Aliso Canyon Air ... 

www.alisoupdates.com 

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has completed an 
assessment of six weeks of air samples taken from areas around the Aliso ... 

 
  

mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
mailto:<Natarajan.Nitin@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Parrish.Cayce@epa.gov>
mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov;
mailto:lynn.slepski@dot.gov
http://www.alisoupdates.com
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Nathan and I spoke today with the HHS SOC as well as Mark Young who is one of the Region 9 ECs. They have not 
received any requests for assistance from the State or locals. Likewise I spoke with Bill Rich who is the Senior Emergency 
Coordinator for the CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health. He also confirmed that CDC has not received had 
not received any requests for assistance from the state or locals. There had been a previous RFI on the 18th, again to ask 
whether CDC had received any requests for assistance. ATSDR has an LNO imbedded with the EOC for situational 
awareness. He thought that EPA also had an LNO imbedded. 
  
I’ve been asked to confirm that EPA is aware and monitoring—why I am coming to you.  I also providing you with a 
PHMSA POC (copied) should have a need to speak with someone from that Administration. 
  
Nathan A. Schoenkin 
Compliance Specialist 
Emergency Support & Security 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
Office: 202-366-4774 
Cell: 202-740-1978 
E-mail: nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov 
  
I’ve included my notes from yesterday’s call with some background info that I put together for my management. Should 
you have questions, please feel free to contact me on my cell (below). 
  
Thanks in advance…. 
  
Lynn 
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 
Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
  
From: Slepski, Lynn A (OST)  
Sent: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 3:26 PM 
To: Moore, Richard (OST); Hinz, Deborah (OST) 
Cc: O'Berry, Donna (OST); Slepski, Lynn A (OST) 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Methane Leak 
Importance: High 
  
SoCalGas call convened by Jeff Salizar at 0900 local (noon) 
  

•         OPS (Jimmy Cho). They are prepping for next week’s storm effects for incoming storm 
o   SS25 (2nd relief well). Making progress down ~ 2000 feet. May be delayed because of storm. 
o   NOTE: No definitive mitigation or remediation “plan” referenced on website. 

  
•         COMMS (Anne) 
o   CAC (?) meeting tonight 
o   LA Unified School District meeting to discuss return to school scheduled for Jan 11 (which is pretty late). 
§  NOTE: Nathan believes that 2 schools have been relocated. Confirmed in KTLA media report as Castlebay Lane and 

Porter Ranch Community Schools. 
o   Relocation center has received 7,100 calls (unclear over what time frame—event began Oct 23) 
o   2,292 in (or have accepted) temporary housing 

mailto:nathan.schoenkin@dot.gov
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o   3,660 pending relocation 
  

•         ENV/Health (Jill) 
o   Air monitoring continuing 
o   Data uploaded yesterday 
o   Continuing to “correct” data and new data should be updated later this morning 
o   3 PM call today to discuss revised air quality monitoring plan 
o   HMZ meeting Jan 9 

  
•         Q&A 
o   LA OEM asked if they could be included in Methane capture meeting on Thursday. To date only fire captain was 

invited—yes 
§  In person meeting, but will be adding phone lines 
o   LA PH. May be unable to provide comment on proposed changes to air quality monitoring 
o   LA PH. They have a handful of people experiencing odors and symptoms, but are outside of zipcode catchment 

area in the “Chatworth” section (apparently in a hilly terrain). They have attempted to get services, but have 
been denied –Send them over. We’ll get them connected. Do they want air purification or temporary housing? 

  
Call ended at 12:18. Next call scheduled for tomorrow morning. 
  
I spoke with Nathan again. He had been instructed to contact HHS when the incident occurred. He spoke with the SOC 
and was told they were not involved. He also contacted EPA and was told that because there were no immediate health 
effects, that they are not getting involved.  
  
  
BACKGROUND: 

o   Leak discovered on Oct 23 from an underground well of the Aliso Canyon storage facility in the Santa Susana 
Mountains. It is one of four storage facilities in Southern California  

o   Aliso Canyon opened in 1972 and uses a 7-inch pipe that descends 8,500 feet to a natural gas deposit 
underground.  

o   SoCalGas has been in operation 140 years. It is the nation's largest natural gas distribution utility, providing 
service to 21.4 million consumers connected through 5.9 million meters in more than 500 communities. The 
company's service territory encompasses approximately 20,000 square miles throughout central and Southern 
California, from Visalia to the Mexican border. Southern California Gas Co. is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra 
Energy (NYSE: SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company based in San Diego.  

o   The storage site is spilling 1,200 tons of methane each day. (Estimated 800,000 metric tons had been spewed by 
Nov 20th). 

o   SoCal states the well is more than 1 mile away and 1,200 feet in elevation above the nearest homes in the Porter 
Ranch area. “Methane level readings in Porter Ranch are substantially lower than flammable limits, and do not 
pose a health concern to residents in the area.” 

o   Methane is a major greenhouse gas, and the well is contributing about a quarter of the state’s total output of 
methane. 

o   Per LA County Department of health fact sheet “Exposures to these chemicals are generally not expected to lead 
to permanent or long-term health problems,”  fact sheet in November. 

o   On Dec 11, FAA has placed a TFR over the well site which extends to March 8, 2016 (half-mile radius of the site , 
up to 2,000 feet above the surface. SoCal saying that it was requested to stop distractions by overflying planes 
to the well workers. However they quote an FAA spokesman email from Allen Kenitzer that he believed the 
order was requested “out of concerns that fumes from the gas leak could be ignited from the air.”  

o   SoCal Gas is the largest gas distributor in the county. https://www.alisoupdates.com/main  
o   They are offering customers air purification and weatherization services to local residents in the 91326 zip code to 

help with the odor problem. They are working with a licensed Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) 
contractor to provide whole-house air purification by replacing the standard air filter(s) in  HVAC systems with a 

https://www.alisoupdates.com/main


5

specially designed activated carbon filter that can remove the compounds found in natural gas and its odorant from 
the air in customer homes. 

o   They are also offering to reimburse for certified California Air Resources Board approved systems if homeowners 
want to purchase on their own. 

o   They are also offering providing free, temporary housing accommodations, including locations that can 
accommodate residents with disabilities and people with access and functional needs. And for residents with 
pets, they have arranged pet-friendly locations. 

o   They intent to stop using the well after the leak is fixed. They caution that it could take months to stop the 
seepage. 

o   SoCalGas is also working with some of the world's most experienced engineering firms to develop innovative 
approaches to capturing the gas that is escaping from the leak. Currently Boots and Coots is on site. 

o The relief well has advanced, on-schedule, into the second of five operational phases and could be completed by 
late-February to late-March. Once completed, SoCalGas will use the relief well to pump fluids and cement into 
the bottom of the leaking well to permanently seal it.  

o A second relief well site is being prepared as a backup operation.  
o The option to conduct additional efforts to pump fluids directly down the well to stop the flow of gas remains 

available, and further attempts to do so could be conducted in the coming week. 
o SoCalGas is withdrawing gas from the storage facility to decrease the pressure pushing gas out through the leak. 

The company has prioritized the use of gas from Aliso Canyon to supply customer demand and, as a result, is 
withdrawing natural gas from the field at about double the typical rate for this time of year.  

o SoCalGas opened its Porter Ranch Community Resource Center Dec. 16 in the Porter Ranch Town Center, 19731 
Rinaldi Street, to provide services and information to the community 

o   LA Public Health has said that the leak is NOT a threat to public health, but hundreds of residents have 
complained of nausea, headaches, bloody noses and other maladies.  

o   The company and state officials say illnesses are caused by the foul-smelling additive that makes odorless natural 
gas detectable. 

o   ABC News article Dec 16  http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-declaration-gas-leak-35804863 said 
that the company has paid to relocate 1,675 households in temporary accommodations and is working at 
moving another 1,200 households. 

o   Company has siad it will take 3 to 4 months to dill a secondary well that will be used to stop the leak 
o   On December 15, LA County declared a state of emergency over a leaking natural gas well above a neighbrhood 

that forced a utlity company to relocate thousands of residents who said that the stench had made them sick. 
o   December 18 SoCalGas President and CEO Dennis V. Arriola sent a letter to Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown confirming the 

company's commitment to work with state officials to develop a framework that will help guide the company's 
efforts to mitigate environmental impacts from the actual natural gas released from the leak at Aliso Canyon – 
even before the actual amount of the leaked volume is determined. A comprehensive inventory of emissions will 
be taken after the leak has been stopped. 

o   Erin Brockovich and Robert F. Kenney are in the area holding public events discussing potential long term health 
effects. News media is reporting public protests. 

  
  
KTLA spill webpage  http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/  
SoCalGas Emergency webpage  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-information/emergency-response  
SoCalGas Aliso Canyon Updates Web Page https://www.alisoupdates.com/main 
SoCalGas Methane Emissions Map  https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map  
SempraEnergy Aliso Canyon webpage   http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102  
Sempra Energy http://sempra.com/ 
LA Daily news  http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency-
over-porter-ranch-gas-leak  
  
  
CAPT Lynn A. Slepski, PhD, RN, PHCNS-BC, FAAN 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/emergency-declaration-gas-leak-35804863
http://ktla.com/search/methane+leak/feed/rss2/
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/emergency-information/emergency-response
https://www.alisoupdates.com/main
https://www.socalgas.com/stay-safe/methane-emissions/methane-emissions-map
http://sempra.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=19080&item=137102
http://sempra.com/
http://www.dailynews.com/environment-and-nature/20151215/la-county-declares-state-of-emergency
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Senior Public Health Advisor 
Office of Intelligence, Security and Emergency Response 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation 
Desk   (202) 366-0533 
Cell     (202) 236-6773 
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Manzanilla, Enrique
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 11:51 AM
To: Lawrence, Kathryn
Cc: Lindsay, Nancy;Meer, Daniel
Subject: Re: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry 

Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Thanks Kay.  Sylvia can provide info on jurisdictional issues.    
 
Have we received anything from SoCal gas?  I know they have until Thursday.   
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Dec 30, 2015, at 11:47 AM, Lawrence, Kathryn <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> wrote: 

FYI see below 
 
There is a call with congressman Sherman's office today that Sylvia Quast will join. 
 
I am available to join as well. It is a follow up to the call with Jeremy and also our letter. 
 
Also Stan Mieberg inquired today about the incident and r9s reported investigation. 
 
Kathryn Lawrence  
Emergency  Prevention and Preparedness Programs 
EPA Region 9 
4159723039 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Maier, Brent" <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
To: "Lawrence, Kathryn" <Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman 
Follow Up Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th 
letter on Aliso Canyon  

I now know that Dan is out on leave until next week. Would you have any details 
to share regarding my message to Dan Meer? In addition, I will be doing a follow 
up call with the Congressman's Legislative Director after lunch and wanted to see 
whether you might like to join Sylvia Quast and myself on the call with the 
Congressman's Legislative Director, Lauren Wolman. I left you a voicemail on 
this request as well.  
 

mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
mailto:Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov
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I am working flexiplace and can be reached at 415.760.9170.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Maier, Brent  
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM 
To: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Keener, Bill <Keener.Bill@epa.gov> 
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up 
Inquiry Regarding EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso 
Canyon  
Importance: High 
 
Dan -  
 
I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's 
Legislative Director which is included below. As you will read below, the 
Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation".  
 
Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back 
prior to the letter. I discussed this follow up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how 
we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach out to 
you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern 
California Gas, but wanted to see whether you could provide me with a few 
sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in addition to the 
information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate 
in teleconference briefing updates, but I am not sure if we have actually sent 
someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the release.  
 
I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really 
changed since our call with their office, the only difference now is that we have 
exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not 
the permitting authority, we are currently monitoring the situation, but that the 
State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak.  
 
Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to 
share with their office? If so, can you please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a 
call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane flight 
at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with 
me. Just let me know. Thanks.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 

mailto:Meer.Daniel@epa.gov
mailto:Keener.Bill@epa.gov
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75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren 
<Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 
Hi Brent,  
 
I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email.  
 
My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an 
investigation.  
 
But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this 
month when you told John and I that the epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the 
provision we cited in our letter or was it something else?  
 
Thanks for your guidance.  
 
I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 
632 8959.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 

On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent 
<Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
 
John – 
 
I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, 
Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA response to the 
incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make 
sure you received it as well. 
 
Regards, 
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
mailto:John.Alford@mail.house.gov
mailto:Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov
mailto:Maier.Brent@epa.gov
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Higuchi, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)  
<lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on 
Aliso  
Canyon 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA 
Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. 
A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
 
Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, 
maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , Brent will 
be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Dean Higuchi 
Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, 
Region 9,  
Hawaii Office 
higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
808-541-2711 
 
<Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 

<EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf> 

mailto:lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:scott.abrams@mail.house.gov
mailto:scott.abrams@mail.house.gov
mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov
mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov
mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov
mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 12:03 PM
To: Haman, Patricia;Levine, Carolyn
Cc: Lawrence, Kathryn;Meer, Daniel;Johnstone, Jeremy;Quast, Sylvia;Keener, Bill
Subject: RE: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak - Sen. Feinstein Staff Inquiry
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf; Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf; 

Control Information for AL-16-000-2291.pdf; Rep. Brad Sherman - Letter to EPA 
Regarding Natural Gas Leak in Aliso Ca....pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Pat/Carolyn –  
 
Our Regional Counsel, Sylvia Quast and I did a call last week with some of Senator Feinstein’s staff including 
Ken Rooney in the DC office and Kevin Chang in the Senator’s Los Angeles office. The media has been 
reporting that we have opened an investigation, but it can more accurately be characterized that we have sent an 
information request to SoCal Gas under Section 114 of the CAA. Our Office of Regional Counsel is looking 
into whether there may be any other jurisdiction under some other authorities for us to get more involved, but I 
have yet to hear where that review currently stands. SoCal Gas had until December 31st to submit their 
responses to our Section 114 information request, and our Office of Regional Counsel received word late in the 
day of December 30th that SoCal Gas would submit some information, but would need some additional time to 
submit other requested information, but that it was their highest priority. I am copying my colleagues in our 
Superfund Division’s Emergency Response, Prevention and Preparedness Office and our Regional Counsel on 
this reply to make them aware of this new Sen. Feinstein inquiry.  
 
I am also attaching copies of our 114 information request and our response to an incoming letter from 
Congressman Brad Sherman on the Aliso Canyon gas leak for your reference.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
From: Haman, Patricia  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 11:41 AM 
To: Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
I am forwarding this to the two of you so we can discuss how best to handle it.  Thanks, Pat 
 
Patricia Haman 
Office of Congressional Affairs 

mailto:<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>;
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
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U.S. EPA 
202-564-2806 
 
From: Higgins, Trevor (Feinstein) [mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov]  
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2016 2:22 PM 
To: Haman, Patricia <Haman.Patricia@epa.gov> 
Subject: Aliso Canyon Gas Leak 
 
Hi Pat, 
 
I read today that the EPA may be opening an investigation into the ongoing natural gas leak at Southern California 
Edison’s Aliso Canyon storage facility, with the aim of suggesting new solutions. Is this correct? Are there penalties 
available under the law if the utility is found to be negligent? Does the EPA have a judgment on the health impacts of 
exposure to mercaptans or other gases involved in the leak? 
 
Also, for background, can you explain why storage facilities such as these were excluded from the Risk Management 
Program under 40 CFR 68.3? 
 
Thanks, 
 
Trevor 
 
Trevor Higgins 
Legislative Assistant 
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
202.224.3841 
 

mailto:Trevor_Higgins@feinstein.senate.gov
mailto:Haman.Patricia@epa.gov
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Proboszcz, Angie

From: Maier, Brent
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 10:53 AM
To: Meer, Daniel
Cc: Keener, Bill
Subject: Rep. Brad Sherman's Legislative Director Lauren Wolman Follow Up Inquiry Regarding 

EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon 
Attachments: EPA Letter to Dennis Arriola Request for Info.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dan -  
 
I received a follow up call and e-mail from Congressman Brad Sherman's Legislative Director which is included below. As 
you will read below, the Congressman is "pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation".  
 
Jeremy and I previously did a call with Lauren and John Alford a few weeks back prior to the letter. I discussed this follow 
up inquiry with Bill Keener as to how we would characterize our role/involvement and Bill suggested that I reach out to 
you. I know that we have sent the attached information request letter to Southern California Gas, but wanted to see 
whether you could provide me with a few sentences that describe what role or involvement our office has in addition to 
the information request. Bill Keener told me that we have some staff that participate in teleconference briefing updates, 
but I am not sure if we have actually sent someone (i.e. OSCs)  out to the area to visit the site of the release.  
 
I plan to respond to Lauren's question to let her know that nothing has really changed since our call with their office, the 
only difference now is that we have exercised our authority under Section 114 of the CAA, 42 U.S.C. Section 9614 to 
issue an information request to the company and other than that, since EPA is not the permitting authority, we are 
currently monitoring the situation, but that the State has the lead in the response efforts to address the natural gas leak. 
 
Is there anything more you think I should add or that you would like for me to share with their office? If so, can you 
please let me know? I plan to give Lauren a call after lunch today as she is currently unavailable as she is on an airplane 
flight at the present. If you would like to join me for this call, that would be fine with me. Just let me know. Thanks.  
 
Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
Ph: 415.947.4256 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Wolman, Lauren [mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 30, 2015 9:45 AM 
To: Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> 
Cc: Alford, John <John.Alford@mail.house.gov>; Attard, Lauren <Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov> 
Subject: Re: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso Canyon  
 

mailto:Lauren.Wolman@mail.house.gov
mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:<John.Alford@mail.house.gov>;
mailto:<Lauren.Attard@mail.house.gov>
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Hi Brent,  
 
I left you a voicemail but wanted to follow up via email.  
 
My boss reviewed your letter. He is pleased that the epa will be conducting an investigation.  
 
But he wants to know what changed since we spoke on the phone earlier this month when you told John and I that the 
epa didn't have jurisdiction. Was it the provision we cited in our letter or was it something else?  
 
Thanks for your guidance.  
 
I'm about to take off on a flight right now. But will be available in 3 hours at 818 632 8959.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Dec 29, 2015, at 8:09 AM, Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov> wrote: 
>  
> John – 
>  
> I have been out of the office on annual leave and my colleague, Dean Higuchi, last week sent to Lauren to EPA 
response to the incoming letter from Congressman Sherman. I wanted to make sure you received it as well. 
>  
> Regards, 
>  
> Brent Maier 
> Congressional Liaison 
> U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 
> 75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 
> San Francisco, CA 94105 
> Ph: 415.947.4256 
>  
> From: Higuchi, Dean 
> Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:22 AM 
> To: Lauren Wolman (lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)  
> <lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>; Scott Abrams 
> (scott.abrams@mail.house.gov) <scott.abrams@mail.house.gov> 
> Subject: EPA Reply to Rep. Sherman's December 10th letter on Aliso  
> Canyon 
>  
> Dear Colleagues, 
>  
> Please find the attached PDF file of a reply letter from EPA Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld to Congressman 
Sherman’s December 10th letter on the Aliso Canyon gas release. A copy has also been mailed to the Congressman. 
>  
> Any questions, please contact Brent Maier, 415-947-4256, maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov> , 
Brent will be back in the office on Tuesday, December 29. 
>  
> Thank you, 
>  
> Dean Higuchi 

mailto:<Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
mailto:(lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov)
mailto:<lauren.wolman@mail.house.gov>;
mailto:(scott.abrams@mail.house.gov)
mailto:<scott.abrams@mail.house.gov>
mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov<mailto:maier.brent@epa.gov>
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> Press Officer/Congressional Liaison/Public Affairs US EPA, Region 9,  
> Hawaii Office higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov> 
> 808-541-2711 
>  
> <Letter to The Hon. Brad Sherman.pdf> 

mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov<mailto:higuchi.dean@epa.gov>
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